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Mission Statement
We are a welcoming Catholic family with cherished traditions, empowered to serve
God, the community, and others by sharing our faith through stewardship and
evangelization.

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to our parish community. You are cordially invited to
worship with us and to consider participating fully in the life of our parish by registering as
a member. Come to or call the parish office for additional information or obtain a
registration form at the exits of the church.
BULLETIN ARTICLES: Deadline for submission of articles and announcements for printing
in our bulletin is noon Monday prior to the weekend of publication. All articles must be
sent to the parish office or to bulletin@stfrancis-stmary.org.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays 45 minutes prior to the 5 pm Mass at St. Mary
and on the 2nd and 4th Sundays after the 8:00 am Mass at St. Mary's, or by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Parents must be registered parishioners of St. Francis-St. Mary
prior to the Baptismal Date, and have attended a Baptismal Preparation Class within the past
four years. Godparents must submit letters from their registered parish indicating that they
meet the Canonical requirements for this role. Baptism Preparation classes are held at St.
Mary’s monthly. Baptism date will not be scheduled until after completion of Baptism
Preparation Class and receipt of sponsor letters.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: This sacrament is intended for those who are ill or infirm.
Parishioners planning to enter the hospital are encouraged to receive this sacrament prior
to admission. Please notify the Parish Office when a parishioner is in the hospital. If
someone is unable to attend Church and wishes to receive the Eucharist at home, please
notify the parish office.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS): Any adult who is interested in learning
more about our Catholic faith and becoming fully initiated into the Catholic Church is
invited to become part of this spiritual formation program. Contact the Parish Office for
assistance.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: By Archdiocesan mandatory regulation, arrangements for
marriage preparation and a wedding date must be made at least 6 months in advance of
anticipated wedding date. No wedding date can be set until after the couple’s first
meeting with the pastoral leader. Please contact the parish office for assistance.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please notify the parish office in advance of relocating or moving
from the parish.

www.stfrancis-stmary.org

WELCOME to the PARISH of ST. FRANCIS – ST. MARY
“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved and forgiven.”
Pope Francis

“Let your way of life among the people be such that whoever sees or hears you
will glorify and praise our heavenly Father.”
Saint Francis of Assisi
My Dear Friends in Christ,
These words of our patron, Saint Francis of Assisi, perfectly summarize our Gospel this week.
Jesus challenges us to work in the vineyard to answer God’s call with our actions and not merely our
words. Jesus challenges us to respond to God’s love and generosity with our own love and generosity, even
with those who challenge us. Words are never enough; we must glorify our heavenly Father by our actions.
Saint Francis of Assisi, whose feast day we will celebrate on Wednesday, was one who did just
that. Since I have become pastor of Saint Francis parish community (now canonically part of Saint FrancisSaint Mary parish) I have been reflecting more on Saint Francis, asking how he is so universally revered,
even by those who aren’t Catholic. The answer, I think, is in his vision. Francis looked for the Presence of
God. He had been challenged by God and wanted to know how to respond.
And respond, Francis did. He found God in everything he saw, especially nature; in every person he encountered; in every
moment he lived and in every place he went. Francis discovered God in a way not as some faint vision of a distant God with a
white beard, but as a Presence, immanent, immediate, and life giving. God’s Presence made it “brother sun” and “sister moon.”
God’s presence made the leper Christ. God’s presence made begging a richness that helped him rely further on God. Every
challenge, every circumstance, every instant was an opportunity gently to greet Jesus Christ and to share the joy that gave him. He
was an optimist in the true sense of that word, not only seeing the cup as half full but working in every second to help fill it more.
And because of that gentle service, both animals and people were drawn to Francis, every person sensing the Presence of God in
him.
The discovery of God’s Presence in our sisters and brothers, the gentle service of their needs, joy in all of this and in
every challenge are what made Francis a saint and what helps to explain his universal appeal. His was a radical recognition,
perhaps better to say an appropriation, of God’s generosity and love that translated into a radical living of his own generosity and
love. Whether it is reaching out to the most vulnerable in the poor, looking to protect the environment, working for peace, or
sharing the interconnectedness of all life, Francis challenges us to be radical in the same way. And to do it all as he did,
JOYFULLY, realizing full well that joy is not merely some addendum to our discipleship but the hallmark of one truly filled with
God’s Presence.
Lately, I have been asking Francis to help increase in me this radical, gentle joy along with the ability to see God’s
Presence in everything, to work to fill the cup, to see and build up the best in the other. I must admit that it does not come
naturally to me. I often see only the challenge or the problem, rather than an opportunity to encounter Christ with joy. Let us pray
together to our heavenly Father, through the intercession of Saint Francis on this coming feast day that we will be able to follow
his example and create a community that recognizes and serves God present in everyone, even with the challenges and problems
we face (and we have had a number of them this year!). And to do that with JOY. Everyone of us is called to be a saint, each in his
or her own way but no less radically than Francis of Assisi. Let’s pray for and assist one another in doing that.
Peace,

MASS INTENTIONS

10/01/17 – 8:00 am
10/01/17 – 10:00 am

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
October 7th and October 8th
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
5:00PM
8:00AM
10:00AM

The Parishioners
Josephine Archer 

UPCOMING SCRIPTURE READINGS
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20
Philippians 4:6-9
Matthew 21:33-43
CALENDAR REMINDERS
Sunday, October 1
11:00am – Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Church
12:30pm – Blessing of the Animals
Monday, October 2
7:00-8:30pm – St. Teresa of Calcutta Conference, SMH
Tuesday, October 3
11:30am-2:00pm – Alpha, HFCC
6:30-9:00pm – Alpha, HFCC
7:00pm – RCIA, SMH
7:00-9:00pm – Choir Rehearsal, Church
Wednesday, October 4
8:15-8:45am – Reconciliation, Church
9:00am – Mass, Church
9:30-11:30am – Adult Bible Study, SMH
6:30-9:00pm – Alpha, SMH
Thursday, October 5
1:30pm – Over 55 Group, HFCC
7:00pm – Knights of Columbus meeting, SMH

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Sunday, October 1, 2017 for one hour
after the 10am Mass. Thousands of
people in the United States and around the
world view Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament as a beautiful way to increase
their prayer lives. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is also a wonderful way to spend
a small amount of time with Jesus on a
personal basis at Church and a chance to deepen your
relationship with God.

Marriage, Divorce and Annulments from a Catholic
Perspective – The Tribunal of the Archdiocese of
Baltimore will be giving a presentation in our area
concerning divorce and annulment from the Catholic
perspective. This presentation will be helpful for
divorced Catholics, those divorced who wish to marry
Catholics, those parish leaders involved in the RCIA
process and any others who may have an interest
because of family or friends. This session will be held
on Thursday, October 12th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Peter
the Apostle, Libertytown, in Sappington Hall. No
prior registration is required. For further information,
please call 410-547-5533.

Cantors

Carolyn
Hunger

Connie
Helinsky

Choir

E M of
HC

Rose Elfrey
Tyrone Vias

Bob Johnson
George
Bardsley

Brad Allen
Michelle
Cousineau

Lectors

Open

Patti Waters

Cheryl Miller

Ushers

Joe
Konzelman
Linda Petty

Price Kaler
Laurie Kaler

Rob Melby
Vickie Melby

Altar
Servers

Jonathan
Vias

CJ Fernandez

Sam
Gruneisen

If you are unable to fulfill your ministry obligation please
remember to get a substitute and call or email the office
with the change. If it is your time to serve, please arrive
timely to avoid last minute substitutions.
Remember: Altar Servers, Lectors, Cantors, Ushers, and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are to check
in with the Sacristan when they arrive for Mass. Thank
you to all who do this, it is very helpful.
USHERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE 5PM & 8AM
MASSES. Please consider volunteering to serve.

PET BLESSING
In recognition of the Feast
of St. Francis of Assisi on
October 4, we will have
our annual Blessing of the
Animals on Sunday,
October 1, 2017 at 12:30
p.m. on the front lawn of St. Mary Church. All animals no
matter the shape, size or kind are welcome.

A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE: WILL I EVER STOP CRYING?
WHY DO I HURT SO MUCH?

Please join us on October 28, 2017, 9am-12pm at
Holy Family in Middletown with Dr. Pat Fosarelli,
MD, DMin for a day to reflect about our loved ones
who have died, as well as to focus on the love and
care of those of us left behind. This workshop is
timed in a way to offer hope when facing the
holiday season after the loss of a loved one. Light
refreshments will be provided. Bring a friend!
Kindly RSVP at 301-473-4800.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION
You may still register for K-12 Fall Faith Formation
Classes/Sessions
Grades K-6 classes

Grades 7-8 sessions
Grades 9-12 sessions

Mondays, 6:30 – 7:45 pm
Brunswick and Holy Family
Tuesdays, 4:30 – 5:45 pm
Holy Family
Sundays, 12:15 – 2:00 pm
Holy Family
Sundays, 6:30-8:30 pm
Holy Family

Register online. Questions, contact Ed Haynes, Grades PreK6/Eucharist and Reconciliation at 301-473-4800 x 112 or
Caroline Rohr, Grades 7-12/Confirmation at 301-473-4800 x
115

CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS
St. John Regional Catholic School
Walk-in Wednesdays – Join us any Wednesday from 9-11am.
Prospective parents are invited to visit the school and tour the
Pre-K through 8th grade classrooms. Come and see firsthand
why our National Blue Ribbon and S.T.E.M. (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math) school offers the best
education in the area.
Contact Karen O’Boyle at
Koboyle@sjrcs.org or call 301-662-6722 for additional
information.
Drop in Story Time Tots –All 2, 3, & 4 year olds are welcome
once a month during the school year with a STEM activity
from 8:30-9:30am followed by refreshments. Program is free
and open to the community. Children must be accompanied
by a parent. October 9th is the next Story Time and the theme
is “I Saw Three Ships.” For more information, contact Sheila
Evers at 301-662-6722 or email severs@sjrcs.org.

RESPECT LIFE MONTH
October is Respect Life Month, and every week we will be
sharing information regarding physician-assisted suicide
(PAS), the biggest threat to the Culture of Life in Maryland.
Once again next year, proponents of assisted suicide will try
to legalize this dangerous practice in our state, putting our
society’s most vulnerable at risk and devaluing the sanctity of
human life because of age, illness, or disability. The
Maryland Catholic Conference continues to be an active
partner in the group working in Annapolis to defeat PAS
legislation, Maryland Against Physician-Assisted Suicide
(MAPAS). Please be sure to sign up to for the latest updates
and alerts from MAPAS by visiting their website at
www.stopassistedsuicidemd.org, and stay tuned for more
ways that you can get involved in the effort to defeat PAS and
protect and defend human life at all stag

ST. FRANCIS-ST. MARY
Lay orporators
Sammie Hayas
St. Francis:
Laurie Kaler, Gary Smothers
St Mary:
Parish Pastoral Council
Secretary
Cheryl Miller
Delegates
Michelle Cousineau, Theresa Ghiorzi,
Lisa Haynes, Price Kaler, Wayne Neely
Parish Website/Facebook
Visit the parish website for the weekly parish bulletins, parish
calendar, Mass times, operating status, Faith Formation and
other information at www.stfrancis-stmary.org. Check us out
on Facebook @SFSMMD
Hospital Admittance
If you would like a representative to visit or bring you
communion please let the hospital know when you are
admitted.
All Registered Parishioners
Please contact the parish office to update your record with
name changes, address changes, new email address or new
phone number or with any additions to the family. If you have
a family member listed as a dependent and they are now
married or self-sufficient please let us +know as they need to
register on their own.
Anointing Before Surgery
If you will be having surgery, consider being anointed the
weekend before your operation. Call the parish office to
make an appointment to be anointed.
Prayer List
To add a name to the prayer list, please email or call the
parish office. For privacy reasons, names will be included
only if they are submitted by the person requesting prayers
themselves or a close relative.
Mass Intentions
St. Francis-St. Mary accepts Mass Intentions for the faithful
departed and the needs of the living. In addition, every
weekend one Mass is offered for the parishioners of our
parish. Call or come by the office to request a Mass intention
or pick up a Mass Card. An offering of $5 is suggested.
Communion of the Sick
Any parishioner who is sick or homebound and unable to
attend Mass on Sunday may request to receive the Eucharist.
Even if you are ill for a short period of time you are most
welcome to receive a home visit. Please call the Parish
Office to make arrangements.

AVAILABLE ALTAR FLOWER DATES
Having flowers placed on the altar for the weekend Masses is
a wonderful way to honor someone or mark a special
occasion. The cost for the altar flowers is $50.00. Call the
parish office to reserve a weekend. We will order the flowers
for you.
The following weekends open:
October 21-22, 28-29
November 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 25-26

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for all sick and recovering parishioners,
family and friends.
Clement Banner, David Bryant, James Bryant, John
Bryant, Ashley Cates, Estelle Cincotta, Anna Marie Coble,
Michael Coble, Andrea Dallas, Ken Dant, Pat Dant, Joan
Davis, Mike Eshbaugh, Renee Farmer, Carolyn Flook, Dee
Dee Hamer, David Harrington, Penny Hayas, Sammie
Hayas, Lisa Haynes, Clarice Henderson, Tony Henderson,
Amy Heying, Ruth Heying, Trevor Hickman, Bob Kiley, Joe
Konzelman, John A. Konzelman, Carmen Mallipudi, Babe
Marincola, Steve McCaffrey, Aaron Miller, Martha Miller,
Dorothy Myers, Emily Navarra, Lois Patton, Claudia
Plafsky, Jackson Rippey, Patsy Rowan, Carol Schneider,
Jessica Schneider, John Michael Schneider, Ray Schneider,
Anna Smothers Moten, Kay Tewell, Corrinne Thomas,
Larry Thompson, Bill Utterback, Shirley Utterback, Clara
Vranich, Barbara Webber, Jeannine Wheeler, Jeanne
Wilhelm, Mike Winn.
Please pray for the souls of all deceased parishioners,
family and friends.

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY
Lord, hold our troops in your
loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and
their families for the selfless acts
they perform for us in our time of
need and give us peace. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, our
Lord and Savior. Amen

POPE FRANCIS’ OCTOBER INTENTIONS
Workers and the Unemployed.
That all workers may receive respect and
protection of their rights, and that the
unemployed may receive the opportunity
to contribute to the common good.

Holy Family Holiday Craft Fair - Saturday, November 11,
8am – 4pm. There will be 35+ vendors, Basket Raffles,
50/50 and a Breakfast and Lunch menu. If you are interested
in displaying your crafts or would like to volunteer to assist
with the Fair, please contact Lori Benedetto to sign-up.
Questions may also be directed to Lori Benedetto at 301-3713327 or email LoriBenedetto@hotmail.co

ORGANIZATIONS
Knights of Columbus
Archbishop John Carroll Council meets the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30pm at
St. Mary House. For additional information
contact Grand Knight Bob Kiley at 301-7481863. The Rosary is prayed at 7:00pm.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Our next meeting is Thursday, October 12th,
beginning at 7:00pm with recitation of the
Rosary. Please bring treats for residents of
Brunswick House to distribute on
Halloween.
We will also be assembling men’s and
women’s hygiene kits in support of St.
Vincent de Paul, USA. A detailed list of the specific items
requested can be found at www.svdpusa.org, under Disaster
Services. These kits will be sent to recent hurricane
survivors.
October 15th is CDA Sunday. We will worship as a court at
10:00 Mass at St. Mary, followed by lunch at The Main Cup
at 12:00. Please let Cheryl Miller know by Thursday,
October 12th if you are attending lunch- 301-969-6250,
camiller16@gmail.com. We will order individually from the
menu. We invite all women of the pastorate to join us. For

additional information contact Regent Patti Waters,
p.waters@myactv.net, 301-834-7418.
St. Vincent de Paul
In the Gospel, we find that the demand of
daily Christian living is to spend our life
primarily searching for the kingdom of
God. The new St. Teresa of Calcutta
Conference is forming to assist those in
need in our own local part of Frederick
County. See Deacon Wayne, Deacon George or Bob Quin if
you would like to be a part of this in some way.
St. Teresa of Calcutta Conference meets the 2nd and 4th
Monday of each month at 7:00pm at St. Mary House. For
additional information contact Bob Quin at 301-834-8642.
Whether you come from
across the street, around the
corner, from another state,
whether
you
are
a
parishioner or visitor we
extend a warm welcome.
We are blessed that you have chosen to worship with us.
Please register and become part of our parish community.
You may fill out a registration form at the parish office,
online, or obtain a form at the back of the Church.
All bulletin announcements must be e-mailed to
bulletin@stfrancis-stmary.org no later than 12 noon on
Monday prior to the weekend of publication.
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Serving the Community for over 20 Years
Visa/Master Card

Jefferson Family Dentistry, Inc.
3733 Jefferson Pike, Jefferson, Maryland • 301-834-8804

“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”
SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*
*Certain Conditions Apply

Dr. Laura Kaler

301-698-2450

www.FitzwayHome.com

Dr. Rhamya Bhagavan

Now Accepting Most Dental Insurances!
Located across from Hemp’s Meats and the Pastry Shoppe

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

$25 OFF

Rely on the Knights of Columbus to help protect your family’s future.

Any Plumbing Service

A name you know.
A company you trust.
An organization you can believe in.

WSSC #70985

$35 OFF

Faucet or Toilet
Replacement

Contact me today to learn
more about our products

www.Your1Plumber.com

301-658-7607

(Not valid with any other offer or service fee)

Jonathan D. Rock
301-788-8972 • jonathan.rock@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

THIS WILL DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

“Seeking Serenity”

- a booklet for those suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
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Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Advertising Space Available
Build a long-term, friendly,
reliable, trustworthy, loyal relationship
with a great audience ...

Your Fellow Parishioners!!!
For information please call 410-578-3600 • 1-800-934-1620 • ads@fataonline.com
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