If you would like to register in St. Peter’s Parish, please contact the Parish Office to request a registration
form, 301-843-8916 or email parishsecretary@stpeterswaldorf.org
St. Peter’s Catholic School
301-843-1955
Grades pre-K thru 8, hours: 8:15 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Before/After Care, hours: 6:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Mass and Novena in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 8:00 p.m. on the First Friday of every month in
the Church. All night Eucharistic Vigil from the Friday evening Mass until the Saturday morning 8 o’clock
Mass from September to June.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
For those interested in becoming Catholic – those persons who have never been baptized or those baptized
into other Christian denominations who now wish to become Catholic – or for those Catholics who have
missed receiving Sacraments after Baptism. Please contact the Office for Christian Formation at 301-8439583 x155 for more information.
GIFT (Growing in Faith Together): Family Religious Education
Please contact the Office for Christian Formation to discuss opportunities for Faith Formation for the entire
family, including Baptism, Marriage, First Penance and First Holy Communion. Our Sunday Family
Religious Education sessions meet 2x per month and include an enrichment session for families (and
social), as well as age-level instruction in the faith (CCD) for children/youth in PreK - 8. Please call the
Office for Christian Formation at 301-843-9583 x166 (English speaking only) or x115 (hablar espanol).
Youth Ministry (and Confirmation Preparation)
Youth Ministry provides spiritual, social and cultural experiences for students in middle through high
school. The purpose of St. Peter’s Youth Ministry is to empower the young people in our parish to live as
disciples of Jesus Christ by drawing them to responsible participation in the life, mission and work of the
Catholic faith community. For youth in middle and high school it will foster development and growth in
Christian discipleship and Catholic identity through faith formation sessions, service projects, social events
and spiritual activities, such as retreats. Contact Gavin Arvizo, Youth Minister for more details@
gavinyouthminister@gmail.com or 301-843-9583 x 160.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
The St. Vincent de Paul Society food pantry is open on the third Saturday of the month from 9:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. and is located in the school auditorium. For more information, call 301-932-7713. Donations of
non-perishable food items may be left in the baskets beneath the Offertory Table at the central entrance to
the Church for the benefit of the monthly food distribution to the needy.
The Women’s Worship Ministry meets on the fourth Monday of each month except June, July and
August. Worship and praise begins at 7:00 p.m. in church followed by Bible study and Scripture reflection.
Just bring your Bible and your joyful voice! Contact: Kathy Moore, 301-843-2839,
goodnews36@gmail.com.
Altar Society washes and presses altar linens, cleans altar and sacristy, fills holy water fonts, etc. in the
Church. Call Lily Perez 301-512-4854.
To report repairs and other matters concerning church buildings and grounds, please contact the parish
facilities manager on 301-843-8916, ext. 142.

From Father Woods

For God did not send His Son to condemn the world
It seems like there are a lot of things in our society to condemn today. We see so many people doing
things they ought not do - things that hurt themselves and others. We lament that moral values seem
unimportant to a great number of people. Lots of people believe that there is no objective truth at all. We
become frustrated with governmental actions, social programs, legal decisions, wars, and financial
messes. It seems reasonable to ask where Almighty God is in all this. The bracelets so popular a few
years ago come to mind: "What would Jesus do?"
Of course this is nothing new. The whole history of the world has seen tragedies and corruption. We've
been through wars, famine, disease, oppression, and lots of silliness too. Shouldn't so much misbehavior
raise God's ire? Are some of these tragedies punishments for the misdeeds of humanity? In point of fact,
some people actually pray that God will exact some punishment on people to shake them back into
righteousness.
To this situation, we have the words of Saint John's Gospel: "For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him." (Jn. 3:17) Later Jesus
Himself will say, "And if anyone hears my words and does not observe them, I do not condemn him, for I
did not come to condemn the world but to save the world." (Jn. 12:47) Repeatedly Jesus tells His
audience that there is no need for Him to condemn the world, because whenever the world fails to listen to
His Gospel of life and salvation, the world condemns itself. Jesus will never violate an individual's free
will, but He reminds us all that free will has consequences.
Would we prefer that Jesus go ahead and condemn the world? Many people would. It seems easier to
condition behavior; to get everyone marching in the same direction. The problem is that limiting a
person's freedom, taking away their choice (even a choice against God's will) never works to change a
person's heart. God wants us to love Him. The manifestation of the love we have for God should be a
willing, enthusiastic, wholehearted obedience to all that God created us to be. If we recognize that God's
own hope is that we have life and have it to the full, then we would want to do everything possible to live
that life.
Easter celebrates the triumph of life over death in Christ's Resurrection. The victory has already been won.
Of course the Church and each member of the Church has a responsibility to call the world to holiness.
We must speak out against sin in any form - this is only being honest. What becomes unnecessary is
blanket condemnation of the situation of the Church or the world today. Such pessimism belies a
disbelief in the power of Jesus' redemption. We can tackle real problems with vigor and even joy
motivated by the truth that evil will never be ultimately victorious. It's time to become more positive
about our lot in life. Preaching Christ, crucified and risen, gives us hope that everything in life can
change for the good, and that this life will be the very path that leads us to life eternal.
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Sunday, April 15, Third Sunday of Easter
4:00 p.m. Vigil

Deceased members of the
Hawkins, Chapman and Brooks
families
Special Intentions
Pro Populo
Zachary Winters
Intentions of the celebrant
Barbara Mudd

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 noon
1:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Monday, April 16
8:00 a.m.

Tuesday, April 17
8:00 a.m.

Doris Brooks
Ed Tomasko Sr.

Wednesday, April 18
8:00 a.m.

Samuel Glass

Thursday, April 19
8:00 a.m.

Judy Helton

Friday, April 20
8:00 a.m.

Patricia Paventi

Saturday, April 21, St. Anselm
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m. Vigil

Doris Brooks
Mazie Middleton

Sunday, April 22, Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 noon
1:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Elisabeth Di Giovannantonio
Pro Populo
Ralph Paul Marconi
Intentions of the celebrant
Frank Rossomondo

If someone you know is seriously ill and asks to be
included in the prayers for the sick, please call the
parish office. Names will remain on the prayer list
for four weeks. At that time if you wish to have
the name put back on the prayer list, please call the
parish office.
Please pray for God’s grace
for those who are ill:
Father Robert Pittman, John David Yamnicky,
Doris Ann Bradburn, Belinda Windsor, Mary Beard,
G. Oliver, Loula Phoebus, Joan Schrock, Jeff
Radtke, Al Dintino, Johnny Norman, Carmen
Quinones, Mustafa Naeem, Mercedes Vaira, Bob
Jupiter, Tim Beard, Linda Simpson Welch, Bernard
Manderville, Scott Williams, Joanne Shuba, Rose
Daskievige, Daniel Pickle, Curtis Boswell, Michael
Strutt, Yvonne Karotko, Michael Boswell, Bruce
Peters, Richard Davis, Mary Faunce, Bobbie Vaira,
Karen Davidson, Eddie Beder, Bill Lipford, Nancy
Tierney, Joe Goldsmith, John Walther, Madeline
Pell, Christina Lazo, Baby Abigail, Joel Rivera, Isabel
Velazquez, John Thomas, Eileen Delgado, Patty
Duncan, Cindy Chhimes, Beatrice Proctor, Rose
Ashburn, Anthony Licamara, Carmita Navarra,
Suzanne Connelly, Gary Reese, Junie Oteyza, Ron
Harris, Joey Abbott, Emily Dixon, John L. Keller,
Jennifer Holcomb, Walter Charles Davis,
Karen Proctor, Bill Strutt.
Please also pray for:
● Joseph Greenfield who died on March 27
● Brenda Dodson who died on April 4
● an increase in vocations, especially in our parish
● our parish Priests

The Lord’s House
The sanctuary light will burn this week in loving memory
of Ed Tomasko, Sr.
The Designated Charity this weekend will be the
Angels Watch Women’s Shelter. The Designated
Charity next weekend will be Health Partners.

Third Sunday of Easter

Our parish church is a place of prayer where
Jesus lives in the Blessed Sacrament. Please
keep a reverent and respectful silence before,
during and after Mass. Please be respectful of
the Lord and those speaking with Him in prayer.
Please also arrive on time for Mass so that all
the graces of the Holy Sacrifice will be yours.
April 15, 2018

Upcoming events
Sunday, April 15, Third Sunday of Easter
No GIFT sessions
Catechist in-service – 11:00 a.m. in school
Easter Concert – 4:00 p.m. in school
Confirmation Preparation – 6:00 p.m. in school

Monday, April 16, Confirmation Interviews – 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 17, Confirmation Interviews – 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 18, Confessions in Our Lady of the Fields Chapel – 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation Interviews – 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 19, 4-H – 6:00 p.m. in school
Catholic Daughters – 7:00 p.m. in school

Friday, April 20, Cenacle Prayer Group – 8:00 pm. in church
Saturday, April 21, St. Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry – 9:00 a.m. in school
First Communion Family Workshop – 11:45 a.m. in church

Sunday, April 22, Fourth Sunday of Easter
GIFT sessions – 1:15 a.m. in school

Easter Concert - we would like to invite you to an Easter concert prepared by a group of youth which will
take place today, Sunday, April 15 starting at 4:00 p.m. The concert will be in the school auditorium. There
will also be a possibility of purchasing some icons as a form of support as they prepare themselves to go to
Rome for a meeting with Pope Francis.

Mother’s Day Novena Cards – Mass cards for Mother’s Day will be available the weekend of the 28th and
29th of April. All names (living and deceased) returned to us will be remembered in a Novena of Masses.
Take as many cards and envelopes as you like.

2018 Annual Jubilarian Mass - Cardinal Donald Wuerl will celebrate the annual Jubilarian Mass
honoring couples married 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 and 51+ years on Sunday, June 17, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Please call the parish office to register, 301843-8916. Names of the jubilarians need to be turned in to the parish office by Monday, April 16.
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Saint Peter’s Music Director – for many years Saint Peter’s Church has benefitted from the
talent, dedication and devotion of Mrs. Diana Davis. She has served as music director, choir
director and organist with a deep sense of reverence for the Church’s Liturgy and a realization
that music is an integral part of the reverent worship of God. Fortunately for Mr. & Mrs. Davis,
they have decided to relocate to warmer climes, but this is most unfortunate for our Parish. Mrs.
Davis’ last weekend with us will be the 21st and 22nd of April. (Their house sold rather quickly.)
We are deeply grateful for Diana’s service to Christ and His Church and wish her and her
husband every happiness and all God’s blessings in the future.
For our Parish, we may be left in a bit of a musical drought for a while. It is very
difficult to find liturgical musicians and choir directors in Southern Maryland – especially for a
position which is part time. We have initiated a search, but we should all be prepared for this to
take a while. In the meantime we will impose on the talents of our musicians, cantors, and choir
members to fill the breach. We will also rely on musicians from outside the Parish to assist with
funeral Masses and weddings. Thank you for your understanding during this process.
More Music News – after many years of devoted service, we will also be losing Mrs. Marie
Johnson who has played the organ at the 8 a.m. Sunday Mass on many weekends. Mrs. Johnson
is also very involved at Our Lady, Help of Christians Church. This leaves us with one organist
and one pianist. (Remember that the organ remains the official instrument of the liturgy of the
Catholic Church and holds pride of place among other instruments.)
Because of these changes, beginning the weekend of 28/29 April, there will not be any
music at the Noon Mass on Sunday for the foreseeable future.
It is also possible that there will be other Masses or even entire weekends when the Mass
will be entirely recited without music. This will be necessary if our remaining instrumentalists
and vocalists are away or otherwise committed. We hope that this situation can be remedied as
we go along.
Again, our thanks for your understanding.

Prayer to Saint Cecilia, Patron of Music
O God, blessed Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr, sang Your praises even in her great
suffering.
Help us, through her intercession, to have the musicians and singers we need to
join our voices with the sacred worship of the whole Church throughout the world.
May the music of our Parish be a fitting act of devotion and praise of Your eternal
Godhead.
May those who provide leadership through instruments and songs help us to offer
unceasing prayer.
We ask all these things through Your Son, Jesus Christ, Who is Lord, forever and
ever.
Amen.

Third Sunday of Easter

April 15, 2018

Keeping the Entire Easter Season
As you probably already know, Easter is not just a one-day holiday in the Catholic Church. It is a
50-day season of celebrating and meditating on Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead, the
event on which our entire faith is centered.
During the Octave of Easter, which is the eight days between Easter Sunday and Divine Mercy
Sunday, it is as if each day is Easter Sunday! The Gospel readings each day of the Octave are all
related to the various accounts of the Risen Lord. These are worth reading again and again.
Fifty days is a long time to celebrate something. But when we recall that what we are celebrating
is the most important aspect of our faith, we are grateful that in the Church’s wisdom, we are
given ample time to focus on what the resurrection means in salvation history as well as what it
means to us, personally. Lent is 40 days long, but for some reason it’s easier to focus on that
season with its daily focus on prayer, fasting and almsgiving. We are so conscious of each
Lenten day in a way we aren’t conscious of Easter days – perhaps because Lent has a “goal” and
Easter is the goal itself.
We do not have to keep the party going for 50 days, though! After all, most of us have jobs,
school and chores to attend to, not to mention the upcoming spring sports schedule and various
family commitments to incorporate into the daily routine.
But if we can sprinkle a few key celebratory moments into our normal schedule, then perhaps we
can still maintain a spirit of Easter between now and Pentecost Sunday (May 20). And perhaps
celebrating the Easter season will allow our faith to become an even more integral part of our
everyday life, well into Ordinary Time and beyond.
Here are five simple things to do this Easter season to keep the joyous celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection alive in the hearts of you and your family:
1. Make an obvious sacred place in the home. Perhaps a crucifix, holy picture or statue can
be placed prominently and decorated as a place of honor with flowers, candles, etc. This
place might also become the site for family prayer. This little space should radiate JOY.
2. Spend time with the people who increase your Easter joy! This starts with quality family
time and then extends to the elderly, those who are alone, the neglected…
3. Be as conscious of charity during Easter as you were during Lent
4. Embrace a new devotion or read about a saint or set a plan of simple Bible reading
5. Be creative with your own ways of keeping the Easter observance all year long!
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Del Padre Woods

Porque Dios no envió a su Hijo para condenar al mundo
Parece que hay muchas cosas en nuestra sociedad para condenar hoy. Vemos a tantas personas haciendo
cosas que no deberían hacer, cosas que les hacen daño a ellos mismos y a los demás. Lamentamos que los
valores morales no parezcan importantes para un gran número de personas. Mucha gente cree que no hay
una verdad objetiva en absoluto. Nos frustramos con acciones gubernamentales, programas sociales,
decisiones legales, guerras y problemas financieros. Parece razonable preguntar dónde está Dios
Todopoderoso en todo esto. Me vienen a la mente las pulseras tan populares hace algunos años: "¿Qué
haría Jesús?"
Por supuesto, esto no es nada nuevo. Toda la historia del mundo ha visto tragedias y corrupción. Hemos
pasado guerras, hambrunas, enfermedades, opresión y muchas tonterías también. ¿No debería tanta mala
conducta elevar la ira de Dios? ¿Son algunas de estas tragedias castigos por las fechorías de la
humanidad? De hecho, algunas personas realmente oran para que Dios imponga algún castigo a la gente
para hacer que vuelvan a la justicia.
A esta situación, tenemos las palabras del Evangelio de San Juan: "Porque Dios no envió a su Hijo al
mundo para condenar al mundo, sino para que el mundo sea salvo por él". (Juan 3:17) Más tarde, Jesús
mismo dirá: "Y si alguno oye mis palabras y no las guarda, no le condeno, porque no he venido para
condenar al mundo, sino para salvar al mundo". (Juan 12:47). En repetidas ocasiones, Jesús le dice a su
audiencia que no hay necesidad de que él condene al mundo, porque cada vez que el mundo deja de
escuchar su Evangelio de vida y salvación, el mundo se condena a sí mismo. Jesús nunca violará el libre
albedrío de un individuo, pero nos recuerda a todos que el libre albedrío tiene consecuencias.
¿Preferiríamos que Jesús siga adelante y condene al mundo? Mucha gente lo haría. Parece más fácil
condicionar el comportamiento; para hacer que todos marchen en la misma dirección. El problema es que
limitar la libertad de una persona, quitarle su elección (incluso una elección en contra de la voluntad de
Dios) nunca funciona para cambiar el corazón de una persona. Dios quiere que lo amemos. La
manifestación del amor que tenemos para Dios debe ser una obediencia dispuesta, entusiasta y sincera a
todo lo que Dios creó para nosotros. Si reconocemos que la propia esperanza de Dios es que tengamos
vida y la disfrutemos al máximo, entonces querríamos hacer todo lo posible para vivir esa vida.
La Pascua celebra el triunfo de la vida sobre la muerte en la Resurrección de Cristo. La victoria ya ha sido
ganada. Por supuesto, la Iglesia y cada miembro de la Iglesia tiene la responsabilidad de llamar al mundo
a la santidad. Debemos hablar en contra del pecado en cualquier forma, esto solo es ser honesto. Lo que se
vuelve innecesario es la condena general de la situación de la Iglesia o del mundo de hoy. Tal pesimismo
oculta una incredulidad en el poder de la redención de Jesús. Podemos abordar problemas reales con vigor
e incluso alegría motivados por la verdad de que el mal nunca saldrá finalmente victorioso. Es hora de ser
más positivos acerca de nuestro destino en la vida. Predicar a Cristo, crucificado y resucitado, nos da la
esperanza de que todo en la vida puede cambiar para bien, y que esta vida será el camino que nos lleve a
la vida eterna.
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by Father Joe Breighner
“Minute Meditations for Everyday”

301-893-3624

free!

“Seeking Serenity”

1-800-934-1620

HIT HOME(S)!
More Reflections
Along A Country Road

Doreen McCallister
Independent
Beauty Consultant

ChaneyEnterprises.com

The TimeWise® system
delivers anti-aging
benefits you can see
and feel.
Call me to try TimeWise®
products for

- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Excerpt from Fr. Joe Breighner’s

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”

Quick-reading,
inspiring, cheering.....

advice

A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

Advice is like a good road map. It can show us the best
way to go, but we have to decide to make the trip. And
just as no road map can include all the detours and roads
under construction, so no advice can substitute for our own
judgment and character. On the road of life we all have
to get lost and find our way on our own. We cannot avoid
making mistakes. Unfortunately, too many of us fail to learn
from our mistakes and that only makes matters worse. As
a witty person said, “Experience is what you get when you
don’t get what you want.” In other words, when we try and
fail, at least we have the experience of what did not go right.

The experience of trying is more important than any failure.
Father Joe Breighner

To Order A Copy of Fr. Joe Breighner’s Book

“More Reflections Along A Country Road”
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 13103
Baltimore, MD 21203
(Checks only payable to FATA)

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)
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HUNTT Funeral Home

CHARLES COUNTY
DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES

ESTABLISHED 1912

This practice is devoted to the diagnosis and
treatment of diseases of the skin, hair & nails.
Specializing in MOHS/ skin surgery, skin tightening/
rejuvenation, IPL Laser hair/vein/sun damage/acne,
tattoo removal, skin cancer, scar removal, SculpSure.

(301) 645-7021 • (301) 843-6193
Fax (301) 843-9349

HEATING & ELECTRIC INC.
HEAT PUMPS
301-374-9511 or 301-843-1600
HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING Robert S. Berger, M.D. www.charlescountyderm.com
HEAT PUMPS

3035 Old Washington Rd.
Waldorf, MD 20601

YORK

AUTHORIZED FACTORY
SALES • SERVICE
Residential • Commercial

301-645-7071
301-843-0300

41 F Industrial Park Dr.
Waldorf, MD 20602

tpnvicki@aol.com
Rick LaNore
Owner

MYERS
Auto Service

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US
SPACE
AVAILABLE

TP 202-327-0589
Vicki 301-385-4472
Office 301-396-4100

11710 Pika Drive • Waldorf, MD 20602

301-645-2122

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

Full Service Auto Repairs

What’s precious to you!
Is precious to us!

301-870-3411
5440 Washington Ave., La Plata, MD 20646
www.mrwlawns.com

24 Hour Towing call

301-645-9837

Compare & Save • Great Service

Honest Service With Down to Earth Results

301-392-6221
Rochelle Creighton-Tompa
Felicia Drury

301-932-7977

By Nicks in the Gateway Plaza
Waldorf, MD 20602
AVERAGE WAIT 15 MINUTES

WALDORF, MD
Carpet
Hardwood
Ceramic
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LVT

Northgate
Pharmacy

Maryland State Inspections
Family Owned & Operated Since 1964

105 Centennial St., Ste. B • La Plata

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.
301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years with
Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

THIS WILL
DO IT!

Call 1-800-934-1620

Fast Turn Around
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410-578-3600
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FOR BUSINESS...

Yours!

Call For Info. 410-578-3600
SMALLWOOD
SELF STORAGE

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Foundations, LLC
CRACKED OR SETTLED
FOUNDATIONS?

410-480-4848

Aaron Aist

The Manato Family Dentistry, LLC

Dudley C. Aist, Jr.,

301-645-2515

2F Industrial Park Drive

Jojo L. Manato, DDS
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
177 St. Patricks Dr., Suite 103
Waldorf, MD 20603

www.manatodentistry.com

RHU, LUTCF, LTCP
Insurance and Group Benefits
Waldorf, MD 20602

Wash. Line - 301-843-5210
Waldorf - 301-645-0310

CLINTON FENCE COMPANY

• Military Discount • 24 Hour Access •
• Boats • Cars • RV’s •
• Boxes & Shipping Supplies •
$49.00
• Easy Roll Up Doors • 1 Month
5’ x 5’
• Handicap Accessible • Free!
• U-HAUL Truck Rental •

240-419-2359 • SmallwoodSelfStorage.com

301-843-1108
Fencing • Decking
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• PROGRAMS
• MAGNETS

www.clintonfence.com
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Family Dental Practice
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