April 10, 2016
3 Sunday of Easter
Events/Meetings This Week
rd

Saturdays 5:00pm (C)
Sundays 8:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm (C)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 11:00 Mass
Monday – Friday 9:00am (NC)
First Saturdays Rosary 8:30am/Mass 9:00am (NC)

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30-4:30pm (C) or by Appointment

Prayer & Healing
Tuesdays following 9:00am Mass (All Year)
First Saturdays following 9:00am Mass (Sept - June)
First Sundays following 8:30am Mass (Sept - June)
Prayer Request PrayerRequest@stpauldamascsus.org

We’re Here to Serve You
Rev. Joseph Pierce, Pastor jpierce@stpauldamascus.org
Deacon Ed Close deaconed2015@gmail.com
Deacon John Finerty finertyj@verizon.net
Deacon Maury Huguley mauryh0226@msn.com
Deacon David Terrar david_terrar@msn.com
Patty Whitehouse, Parish Secretary
pwhitehouse@stpauldamascus.org
Sherrie Wade, Director/Social Concerns
swade@stpauldamascus.org
Larry Caines, Director/Music, music@stpauldamascus.org
Lisa Nueslein, Director/Religious Education
lnueslein@stpauldamascus.org
Cathy McTighe, Director/Youth Ministry (MS & StPYG)
ym@stpauldamascus.org
Patti Woods, Secretary/Religious Ed
pwoods@stpauldamascus.org
Beth Harper, Accountant, bharper@stpauldamascus.org
Kathy Van Horn, kvanhorn@stpauldamascus.org
Bulletin bulletin@stpauldamascus.org
Calendar calendar@stpauldamascus.org
Mary of Nazareth Catholic School www.maryofnazareth.org
Prayer Request PrayerRequest@stpauldamascsus.org
Rectory 301-253-2027 – FAX 301-391-6755
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00am-5:00pm

New Parishioners are Welcome!
Please contact the Rectory or visit the
Welcome Desk in the Narthex to register.

Monday, April 11, 2016
4:30-6:00pm Atrium (NH/NC)
5:15-6:30pm Religious Ed Class (PC/C)
6:00-8:30pm Atrium (NH)
7:00-9:00pm Bible Study (Conf I/Conf II)
7:00-8:15pm Religious Ed Class (PC/C)
7:00-9:00pm Spirit Band Practice (C)

Tuesday, April 12, 2016
Lord’s Table Soup Kitchen (St. Martin’s)
10:00-12:00pm Bible Study (PC1)
4:15-6:15pm Atrium (NH)
6:00-7:45pm Atrium (NH)
6:30-8:00pm MD1412 Troop Meeting (PC)
7:30-9:30pm Prayer Shawl Ministry (Conf I)
7:30-9:30pm Adult Choir (C)
7:30-9:00pm Hope Ministry (Conf II)
8:30-9:30pm AA Meeting (NH)

Wednesday, April 13, 2016
9:30-12:00pm Women’s Sharing Group (PC)
6:45-9:00pm Sharing Christ (PC/C)
7:00-9:00pm StPYG Retreat Reunion (NH)

Thursday, April 14, 2016
5:15-6:30pm Religious Ed Class (PC/C)
7:30-9:00pm Prayer Group (NC)
7:00-8:30pm RCIA Inquiry (Conf I)
7:00-9:00pm Catholic Daughters (NH)

Friday, April 15, 2016
7:00-10:00pm Cursillo Ultreya Meeting (NC)

Saturday, April 16, 2016
7:00-8:30am Men’s Faith Group (NH)
6:00-10:00pm Family Fun Night (KC-TBD) (PC)

Sunday, April 17, 2016
9:30-11:00am CIC (Conf I/II)
9:30-11:30am RCIA (NC)
3:00-4:45pm Middle School Session (PC/NC)
3:30-5:00pm St. Paul Folk Group Practice (C)

During the Easter Season, all Liturgies are in Church
Legend: C – Church, APR – Church All Purpose Room,
SAC – Sacristy, PC - Parish Center (3 Sections/Lower Lobby),
NC - Norris Chapel, NH- Norris Hall, NHK - NH Kitchen,
GR – Grounds, Conf I/II – Rectory Conference Rooms.

Mass Intentions
Prayers This Week
Mon Apr 11
Wed Apr 13
Thur Apr 14
Fri Apr 15
Sat Apr 16
Sun Apr 17
Sun Apr 17

9:00am
9:00am
9:00am
9:00am
5:00pm
8:30am
11:00am

Parkinson Family
Ruth A. Nassar
Dr. George Joseph
John Marsh
Donna Rock
Grace Branot
Sheldon Rouse

We pray in Hope that God’s healing power
may touch those who are sick especially:
Michael Abretski, Edgar Adams, Babette Burke, Rudy
Forage, Debbie Hammert, Jacquelyn Hammond, Mary
Alice Jenkins, Barbara Kaufman, Tony and Mary
Leggieri, Helen Reyes, Peggy Sicotte, Skip Walker and
Patti Woods.

We pray for those in Nursing Homes especially:
Mary George, Michael George, Nella Giliotti, Dominic
Naples,Usha Rani and Robert Wesley.

We pray in Trust that all who have died may
be welcomed into the peace of God’s Kingdom
especially: Midge Wiehl.
Please help keep our prayer list updated by calling the
office as changes are needed. Names will only be
included if submitted by a relative or by the person
requesting prayers themselves.

Prayer & Healing
Ministry - Whether
it is spiritual, physical
or emotional, we all
have times we need to ask the Lord to bring us to
wholeness. Under direction of our Pastor, Saint Paul’s
has a trained and dedicated prayer team available to
pray with parishioners seeking the Lord’s healing
presence. Confidentiality is strictly maintained. For
more information or to schedule an appointment,
please contact Pat Linn at 301-253-8647.

From the Pastor’s Desk
I mentioned both on Easter Sunday during the homily and in
last week’s column, the idea of confessing ones faith in the
Risen Lord. Modern day Christians have a difficult time
with this notion. For Catholics, it may have a host of
possible causes. The common culture we all have to endure
is frequently opposed to many teachings of the Church. Just
saying to someone that you are a practicing Catholic may be
greeted with a dismissive judgment.
For this and a host of other reasons, people are often not
willing to talk about their faith. The bottom line is that they
don’t want to be attacked on any level. It’s easier to keep
ones faith to ones self. We simply go along to get along.
I must admit that this “tolerant” point of view used to carry
some weight with me. As I’ve aged though, I have become
less willing to simply say that this way of thinking is
legitimate. In my life and especially with my own family, I
now am willing to have intense discussions about matters of
faith. This was not the case when I was first ordained.
I am willing to confess that I believe and to do so,
paraphrasing St. Paul, “not being ashamed of the gospel.”
People want to usually object to orthodox Christianity
because of some aspects of the moral standard we adhere to.
I have come to learn that this is the wrong place to allow the
discussion to begin.
The believer needs to do exactly as the apostles and early
believers did it. First, we should confess our sinfulness and
proclaim Christ as the source of forgiveness and mercy.
Secondly, engage them not on the level of “philosophy” or
current moral issues that may or may not end up in statement
like “let us agree to disagree.”
The second place to move the confession is toward the
central message of our faith and that is the Resurrection and
the ultimate question of belief in the God of salvation. Do
you believe in Eternal Life? If they reject the Resurrection
and Eternal Life, you have done just as the earliest disciples
did. You presented the basis for all that we believe and
profess. You cannot do any more. If this world is all that
they are willing to accept, then you will have no ability to
change their minds.
However, if they are curious about Eternal Life and the heart
of the message of the Gospel, then you have opened the door
that may lead them to their own confession of faith.

Religious Education
Date
Religion Classes for K-5
April 11 & 14
Middle School
April 17 – 3:00pm
April 21 – 6:45pm

What?

Where?

Religious Education Class

Parish Center

SUNDAY Session
THURSDAY Session

Parish Center
Parish Center

This weekend we welcome First Communicants to
the Table of the Lord. This is a blessed weekend
for our parish family. All members of our faith
community are asked to remember these children
and their families throughout the rest of the Easter
season.

For upcoming events
Visit our Middle School Website:
www.StPaulMiddleSchool.weebly.com

StPYG meets Wednesdays, 7-9pm
(we skip Wed. if necessary for holidays)

Visit www.StPYG.weebly.com

Reminders for Middle School Parents
Pre-CONFIRMATION:
●

●

Your student is expected to serve with the GoodAs-New Sale this year (with a parent). If you did
not do this in the Fall, mark your calendar for the
week of May 1-7. You can choose to serve any day
or time during that week.
Did your student attend our Lenten Retreat on
March 4th? If not, he or she is expected to attend
our pilgrimage on April 26th.

CONFIRMATION I:
●

●

Your student is expected to choose one social
concerns event in our parish this year to serve with
a parent. If you have not done this yet, see social
concerns in the bulletin or on our website for
selection.
Did your student attend our Lenten Retreat on
March 4th? If not, he or she is expected to attend
our pilgrimage on April 26th.

CONFIRMATION II:
●

●

Please check to be sure that you are up to date on
the tracking sheet provided to you at the beginning
of the year. This can also be found on our middle
school website if you have lost your copy. Both
form due dates and events your student is expected
to attend can be found on that sheet.
All Conf II students are expected to attend our
Pilgramage on April 26th. More details to come.

What’s NEW for StPYG?
Bible Study small groups are forming now. We will
have one guys bible study led by Kevin McTighe and
Brandyn Miller, and one girls study led by Cathy
McTighe, Sara Spencer, and Fiona Redmond. We will
still be having our regular youth group events. These
small groups are for teens who want to take another
step to go deeper in their faith.
Bible Studies are expected to meet twice a month
starting in April, dates and details to come as we get a
better idea with sign ups. Teens, sign up on our
website if interested and we will be in touch with you
to secure dates.

Social Concerns
Community Service Day April 23 –Saint Paul
would like to offer a “serve our neighbor day” helping
those of our parish community especially our elderly,
shut ins, and disabled parishioners
with help around their home. If you
would like to be a recipient of our
help or know someone who needs our
help, please register with Sherrie
Wade at 301-253-2027.

Prayer Shawl Ministry - We invite you to join the
prayer shawl ministry .We create lovely
shawls as a tangible sign of God’s love,
and our prayers, for those in need. We
have wonderful instructors to teach you
to knit or crochet if you would like to
learn. Contact Sherrie Wade 301-253-2027.

Earth Day April 22 - Care for
God's Creation - We show our
respect for the Creator by our
stewardship of creation. Care for the
earth is not just an Earth Day slogan,
it is a requirement of our faith.

HOPE MINISTRY Presents:
How to Care for Yourself/Your Loved Ones
Pastoral Care for Families at all Stages
Thursday, April 28 - 7:00-9:00pm (Parish Center)
Expert Speakers: Francis Kreysa, JD, LLM and
Fr. J. Daniel Mindling O.F.M. Cap, S.T.D.
You are invited to bring a friend. Please rsvp by
Monday, April 21 to the Rectory, 301-253-2027, to
ensure we have enough resource materials available.

The Social Concerns Spring Newsletter
is available online at
www.stpauldamascus.org/social

GOOD AS NEW SALE
The dates for the sale are Friday,
May 6 from 9am to 6pm and
Saturday, May 7, from 8am to
12pm. We will be collecting clean,
useable clothing and household items beginning
Sunday, May 1 at 1:00pm, and daily, until noon on
Thursday, May 5. Please do not leave any items at the
Rectory, Church or Church Hall before the collection
days because we do not have storage. Please save your
paper grocery bags for this sale.
Set Up: Sunday, May 1, move racks from storage
shed to Church Hall, put up tables, stack chairs and
signs in the Church Hall, 11:00 am.
Weekday help needed to sort items: Any time you
have 9am to 8pm, Monday through Thursday.
Cashier: Friday, May 6, 9:00am – 6:00pm, and
Saturday, May 7, 8:30am – 12:00pm.
Clean up: May 7, from 12:15 until it’s done. Bag and
box leftovers to be picked up by another charitable
agency, clean and stack tables, mop floor, clean
kitchen and put everything in order.
Haul Trash: Need pickup truck to take leftover trash
to the dump, 1:00pm.
Could we put a sign in your yard announcing the
sale? For more information contact Jane Thorne:
jfthorne55@gmail.com or call 301-831-7980.

Honduras Mission Trip Update
When:
July 7 – 14, 2016
Register: Application forms available online at
www.stpauldamascus.org/forms
Expense: Flight, lodging, food and group
transportation - approx.. $1,500.00
Needed for trip: Vaccination and Passport
Who:
Doctors, Dentist, RNs, interpreters,
Handymen, computer data entry help
Contact: Sherrie Wade at 301-253-2027

Share the St. Paul Clinic with your
friends. Check out the new video
at www.stpauldamascus.org (click
on the news story for Saint Paul
Honduras Clinic).

Corporal Works of Mercy - My name is Mary Moss,
and my family and I have had the privilege of attending 4
mission trips to Jamaica. These trips are organized by Craig
Ruppert and Chris Davitt of Ruppert Landscaping Company,
and the Food for the Poor organization. Food for the Poor is
an ecumenical nonprofit organization whose "relief
programs and projects help children and the poorest of the
poor by providing food, housing, health care, education,
water projects, emergency relief and micro-enterprise
assistance in the Caribbean and Latin America". We had
first heard of these trips about 8 years ago when Craig's
youngest daughter, Julie, spoke at a Lenten Soup Supper at
St. Paul's. She so impressed one of our sons that he asked if
we could go when he was old enough. We applied, and my
husband Stephen and I, along with our 3 youngest boys,
Andy, Cody and JD, attended that first year. The trip was
such a great experience that we have taken other members of
the family as well, when we have attended on 3 other trips.
On each trip we work with local Food for the Poor
construction workers to build homes and/ or schools. This
year our group of 38 individuals assisted with the
construction of 18 homes over President’s day weekend.
These homes are very simple, with 2 small rooms and a tiny
bathroom, but the families are overjoyed to have safe and
secure housing (many have been living in shacks built of
whatever materials they could find – old tin roofing, pieces
of plywood, etc., or have lived in situations where multiple
families are living in equally small houses). We are divided
into “crews” to complete as much as possible in the short
time we are there. This year the concrete crew completed 4
foundations (and then helped one of the building crews on
the last day). The 2 building crews completed 6 houses,
some on the foundations completed by the concrete crew the
day before. And the 4 paint crews painted 12 houses – again
some of them built the day before. The Food for the Poor
construction workers - many of whom we have seen every
year, and with whom we develop connections while they
mentor us in our efforts - are amazing; so are the Food for
the Poor staff who make the travel, lodging, and other
arrangements and take care of us while we are there. As with
the construction workers, we develop great friendships and
look forward to seeing these wonderful people each year.
Besides our construction activities, we have been
able to learn about and visit one of the Angels of Hope
orphanage facilities that Food for the Poor runs. There we
get the chance to interact with children and young adults
with severe disabilities, and also other children and teens
with HIV/AIDS, most of whom who are not disabled but
who require monitoring and regular medication. These
youngsters' needs are provided for by local caregivers, who
do amazing work with very limited supplies and equipment.
These mission trips have had a tremendous impact
on our family, and have taught us so many things. The
people we serve are "less fortunate" than us in many ways,
and yet they often seem to be happier and more grateful for
what they do have. We come back feeling we have received
as much or more than we have given, and look forward to
returning to our "Jamaican family" again, hopefully next
year!

Word of Life: “Project Rachel: Peace Starts Here”
“All of us are called to offer others an explicit witness
to the saving love of the Lord, who despite our
imperfections offers us his closeness, his word and his
strength, and gives meaning to our lives.”
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, no. 121,
www.goo.gl/ZJAtjF
© 2013 Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission.

Prayer for Those Living with Mental Illness
For all persons living with any form of mental
illness and for their loved ones and caregivers,
that they may experience the healing presence of
Jesus Christ and compassion within the Church,
let us pray to the Lord.

Parish News
Knights of Columbus - Have you considered
deepening your Faith, your family involvement and
increasing your community support? Then look no
further. The St. Paul Knights of Columbus Council
#11105 with full support of the Archdiocese will be
conducting a recruitment drive at all Masses this
weekend April 9th & 10th. The Knights of Columbus
is the largest Catholic family fraternal service
organization in the world with over 1.9 million
members. Please consider joining the order and
experience what the Knights can offer you, your
family and your community. Men, if you are 18 or
older, we want you to join our order. Stop and talk
with us, you will be glad you did. For more info
contact Tony Durso, PGK & Membership Director at
301-482-1317 or Cell # 617-212-0927.

2016 Annual Jubilarian Mass:
Registration due April 11 –

EVOLUTION AND FAITH: WHAT IS AT
STAKE? All are welcome to a presentation by John

Cardinal Wuerl will celebrate Mass
honoring couples married 25, 30, 35,
40, 45, 50 and 51+ years on Sunday, June 19 at
2:00pm at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. Call the rectory at 301-2532027 to register.

F. Haught, Ph.D. on May 5 at 7:30pm at St. Raphael
Church – Duffy Center, 1513 Dunster Rd., Rockville,
MD. Dr. Haught, a Research Professor at Georgetown
University and Author of 20 books, specializes in the
relationship of science to religion. This lecture asks
whether, after Darwin, we can reach an understanding
of God that is consistent with biblical faith and
Catholic theology, while remaining at the same time
fully open to the findings of evolutionary biology.
There is no cost, free will offering accepted. For more
info contact: Erich Baumgartner, Science & Faith
Committee, eeb850@gmail.com or Suzanne Nelson,
AFF Coordinator, suzanne.nelson2@gmail.com or
visit: www.straphaels.org/adult-faith-formation.

Around the Community
Catholic Social Thought and Public Life - Join
the Initiative at Georgetown University for a public
Dialogue on Resisting the "Throwaway Culture":
Protecting Human Life and Dignity on Tues., April 12
at 6:30pm at the Lohrfink Auditorium. Three respected
leaders including Helen Alvaré, Professor of law at
George Mason University School of Law; Charles
Camosy, Associate professor of theological ethics at
Fordham University; and Sr. Norma Pimentel, MJ,
Executive director of Catholic Charities of the Rio
Grande, will discuss how to build a culture of life.
John Carr, Director of the Initiative, will moderate the
discussion. For more information or to RSVP
email cathsocialthought@georgetown.edu.

270Catholic's Theology on Tap – Young adults
(20s and 30s) are invited for Happy Hour from 6-7 pm
April 14 at Miller’s Alehouse, Rockville. Followed by
a dynamic talk and Q/A from 7-8pm with Fr. Joe
Rogers. Visit https://www.facebook.com/270Catholic/
events or email 270catholic@gmail.com.

Defend Life – Pro-Life Activist Joan Andrews Bell
speaks on My Years Rescuing Babies from Abortion at
3 locations on April 15; 10am at St. Peter the Apostle
in Libertytown, 1pm at Our Lady’s Center in Ellicott
City and 7:30pm at St. Patrick’s in Rockville. All are
welcome to this free lecture. For more info visit
www.DefendLife.org.

Gabriel Network - Annual Gala April 20 6-10PM
at Ten Oaks Ballroom in Clarksville. Hear from
mothers we served and honor our volunteers. Includes
cocktail hour, heavy hors d’oeuvres, desserts, coffee,
silent auction, raffle prizes and more! Black tie
optional. Visit gabrielnetwork.org or call 800-2643565 x 301. Tickets are $50 per person.

Archdiocesan Prayer for the
Year of Mercy
Almighty God and Father,
You have created all things and know
the desire of every heart.
In this Year of Mercy, we reflect on your
great love for us, and
acknowledge our sinfulness and
need for your healing mercy.
Trusting that you never tire of forgiving us,
we open our hearts to receive your
forgiveness and love.
Having encountered you, Mercy itself,
and guided by the Holy Spirit,
may we witness to the love
we have received by sharing it
with those most in need: the hungry,
the homeless, the afflicted, and the oppressed.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
For information on the Year of Mercy
Visit http://mercy.adw.org/
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The Perfect Painters YOUR PLUMBER
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PRINTING
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1-800-934-16920

A & B LUCK

Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Goulds Pumps - Water Systems - Plumbing
& Heating Services
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
10% DISCOUNT on Parts
Senior Citizens over 65
WSSC #687
10001 E.Lewis Dr., Damascus, Md. 301-253-5283

P.O. Box 51
(301) 829-0500 * (301) 831-7440
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Retail/Wholesale • Complete Custom Processing
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Beef for Freezer ~ Beef Patties ~ Beef Jerky ~ Fresh Sausage
Pigs for BBQ ~ BBQ Sauce
Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 8-5

Family Owned Since 1957
Damascus, MD 20872

John West, Joe West

301-482-1227

Home Improvements & Remodeling
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements • Decks, etc.
Over 20 Years Experience

$35 OFF

Catholic Chapel, Bookstore & Giftshop
One-Stop Catholic Shopping!

Becraft Realty
405 S. Frederick Avenue • Gaithersburg, MD 20877
301.253.5645

R W MILLER & SONS, INC.

Faucet or Toilet
Replacement
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One per customer, expires 5/03/2016

*Certain Conditions Apply

WSSC #70985

301-253-9794
301-963-7800

10% OFF

SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*

$25 OFF

NEENA HARMON

St. Paul, Damascus Special

“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”

Any Plumbing
Service

Buyers, Sellers, Referrals

Business Accounting
Individual & Business Taxation
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10820 Bellehaven Blvd.
301-253-6397
Damascus, MD 20872 kmthorn9@verizon.net

www.molesworthwilliams.com
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

TRADITIONAL SERVICES, CREMATIONS, PRE-NEEDS
Serving: Damascus, Mount Airy, Clarksburg & Germantown for 65 years
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®

Daniel Thorpe
REALTOR

9805 Main St., Ste. 208, Damascus, MD 20872

daniel.thorpe@longandfoster.com

301-548-9700
301-831-7500

301.414.5481

• Nails • Waxing • Tanning • Massage

301-252-2244

Licensed • Bonded
MD HVACR #01 2554

www.bbairconditioning.com

Open 7 Days!

Carpet • Hardwood • Ceramic & Stone • Laminate
Vinyl • Bamboo • Cork • Window Treatments
LONG & FOSTER • Laurel
REAL ESTATE, INC. • Columbia

301-528-6400

www.floormax.us.com

• Silver Spring
• Germantown

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Jim Kearney, Agent

9899 Main St., Ste. 201-B
Damascus, MD 20872
301-428-0789 • 301-253-0984
Toll Free: 800-523-2297
Fax: 301-428-1435
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

40%

UP TO FORTY PERCENT

Call me at 301-428-0789 if you would
like to save 5% up to 40% on your auto
insurance. State Farm® has discounts
available to those who qualify.
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