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Faith Formation Programs 2018-2019
We encourage all parishioners to register for one of our Faith Formation Programs so that we can live out our mission statement
to “form loving disciples.” Register now if you have not already!

Together Growing in Faith (T.G.I.F.)
This whole community approach to faith formation meets on select Sunday
evenings from 5:30-7:00PM. Evenings begin with prayer followed by faith
formation sessions for all ages. Adults attend mini-courses, general session
presentations, or participate in small group options, while children & youth
attend their grade-respective classes (pre-K through high school). Nursery
care is available. Sessions begin 30 September.

Family Intergenerational Religious Education (F.I.R.E.)

MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Katharine Drexel parish
pledges to be a
EucharistEucharist-centered,
welcoming community,
forming loving disciples,
giving selflessly
in realization of
the Kingdom of God.
WEEKEND MASS
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8428 Opossumtown Pike
Frederick, MD 21702
Phone: 301-360-9581
Fax: 301-360-9582

A PLACE FOR YOU!
Interested in joining the parish or just
hearing more about us? Visit the
welcome page on our website at
www.saintdrexel.org/#/home/a-place-for-you

This program offers a unique opportunity to grow in faith. A typical F.I.R.E.
group consists of five to seven households with adult participants taking turns
leading sessions. Typical sessions run from 1-1/2 to 2 hours in length. The
curriculum is intergenerational; younger and older participants learn from one
another. This program addresses the Faith Formation needs of both adults
and children. Requests for groups based on language and/or ethnicity are
happily accommodated.

Home Study
This option supports the belief that parents/guardians are the primary formers in faith of their children. An age appropriate textbook will be provided
for each child, along with material that helps parent / guardians in teaching
their children. Households are provided ongoing support which includes a
parent/guardian meeting in the fall on Sunday 23 September at 12:15PM for
material distribution as well as additional opportunities for community connection and student accountability.

Parenting Workshop - Saturday 9/22, 9:30AM9:30AM-12:00PM
We are happy to be able to offer a workshop this Fall designed to equip parents with compassionate parenting practices to set their children up to thrive.
Led by parishioner and psychotherapist Lisa McCrohan, MA, LCSW-C, SEP,
this workshop will be an empowering time to gather, learn key tools to empower and support your child to thrive, share, get real and come out inspired.
Whether your child is elementary, middle or high school aged we hope you
will join us. Register now at www.lisamccrohan.com.

Gloria Williams,
Social Outreach Minister
at St. Gregory’s

Larry O’Hara,
SKD Parishioner
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LITURGY & PRAYER

PASTORAL STAFF

Children's Ministries are available at the 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Mass on Sunday, and the 5:00 PM Mass on the first Saturday
(October through June).
• Nursery (ages infant-3) in the Nursery
• Kate's Kids! (ages 3-5) in Kate's Kids Room
• Children's Liturgy of the Word (K-4) Brockway Rm.
• Kate's Special Buddies (Parlor, 11:00 AM only)

Pastor, Rev. Keith Boisvert
skdpastor@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Kevin Kulesa
skddeacon2@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Tim Moore
skddeacon3@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Jeff Sutterman
skddeacon@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Ana Maria Alvarado
skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Theresa Anderson
theresa.anderson@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Brian McCrohan
skdassociate2@saintdrexel.org
Immigrant Outreach/Formation, Alexis Zabsonre
skdformation@saintdrexel.org
Music Director, Daniel Owens
skdmusic@saintdrexel.org
Director of Parish Operations, Pat O’Connor
skdmanager@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Nancy Whitmore
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Kathy Tolino
skdassistant@saintdrexel.org

Weekday Mass: Monday at 10:30 AM (2nd and 4th Monday
at Nursing Homes and all are welcome), Tuesday at
9:15 AM, Friday at 6:30 AM, Chapel
Exposition of the Eucharist:
Tuesday from 6:45 PM–7:45 PM, Chapel
Wednesday from 9:00 AM–10:00 AM, Chapel
Wednesday from 5:00 PM–6:00 PM, Chapel
Thursday from 10:00 AM–11:00 AM, Chapel
3rd Thursday of month from 7:30–8:30 PM, Chapel
1st Friday of month from 7:00–8:30 PM, Chapel
Prayer Groups offer various opportunities for prayer:
• Rosary: Thursday 11:00 AM, Chapel
Pastoral Care of the Sick
• The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated twice a year
during weekend Masses. You are encouraged to make
an appointment for anointing prior to surgery.
• Please contact the parish office when a member of
your family is in the hospital or unable to attend Mass
and wishes to receive the Eucharist or be anointed.
Healing Prayer Team is available whenever you need
help asking God to bring spiritual, physical, relational, or
emotional wholeness to your life. Contact Edi Stewart at
301-815-5403 or edistewart@verizon.net.
Spiritual Direction on an individual basis is available by a
trained parishioner to grow in the spiritual life. Contact Amy
Kulesa (301-606-3216) to schedule an appointment.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:30 PM 4:30 PM, Church (or any time by appointment)

Next Weekend (2 September 2018)
Scripture Readings
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8
James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15,21-23
Narthex Tables:
Drexel Voyagers Retreat
Gift Cards
Social Justice
Taste of Africa Tickets
Second Collection:
Catholic School Education
When you see Pat O’Connor, our Director of
Parish Operations, this week, wish her a
“Happy Birthday!”

PASTORAL COUNCIL
President, Ricardo Samuda
Vice-President, Patrick Dugan
Recording Secretary, Kim Johnson
Corresponding Secretary, Miguel Parkins
Greg Anderson
David Baldwin
Marie-Ange Kasende
Augusta Ndifor
Mike Nunez
Leslie Nuse
Dennis Ottey
Samantha Sutterman
skdcouncil@saintdrexel.org

CORPORATORS
Mary Beth Clark

Steve Heine

Last Weekend (19 August 2018)
Attendance at Mass.........................................1,139
Registered Households ...................................1,035
Number of Parishioners ..................................3,235
Weekly Offering
Envelopes .............................................. $5,023.00
Electronic Transfer ................................. $7,190.00
Loose .................................................... $1,129.48
Total.................................................... $13,342.48
Other Offerings
Poor Box................................................... $426.47
Feast of the Assumption ......................... $1,870.46
Mortgage Collection................................ $4,408.31
Food Bank Item ...............................................183
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This Week in Our Parish

As we continue to digest the news of the
grand jury report in Pennsylvania, I know
that many current priests have asked themselves (at
least once), “Should I remain as a priest in this
church?” In answering that question, it has been
helpful that we have been reading from the 6th chapter
of John’s gospel at Mass for the last few weeks. Last
weekend we heard Jesus say: “I am the living bread
that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread
will live forever.” That is the promise Jesus makes to
us each time we receive the Eucharist… and that is
one of the reasons I am grateful to be able to serve as
your priest... so that promise of Jesus can be fulfilled.
While the institution of the Church seems broken, and
our spirit seems heavy, the real presence of God is still
in our midst each time the Eucharist is celebrated…
and how else will we experience this? Our faithful
prayer and our faithful presence is crucial to make sure
that victims are cared for in a healing manner, that
those responsible are held accountable, that the
necessary reform takes place, and that the Kingdom of
God continues to be realized in our time and place in
history. Thank you for joining me in pursuit of that
vision and these goals, in solidarity with Jesus.
The "Initiation Sacraments" are Baptism,
Eucharist, and Confirmation. Most Catholics begin
their process of initiation through Baptism as infants,
and then receive their First Communion during
elementary school. If you are an adult Catholic who
was never confirmed, and would like to complete your
initiation into the church through celebrating the
Sacrament of Confirmation, we have scheduled a fourpart preparation session for this fall. Please register by
following the information elsewhere in this bulletin.
Our parish softball team lost in the third round of
tournament play last Sunday, but we thank them (and
manager Bob Eaton) for representing us in the
Frederick County Summer Church Softball League!

Fr. Keith
Membership Information is available on the second
weekend of the month in the Brockway Room for our
Prospective Parishioner Orientation Session. Please
attend if you wish to register as a parishioner.
Bulletin Notices must be submitted electronically to
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org ten days before you
want your announcement to appear in the bulletin.

Monday 27 August
10:30 AM Weekday Mass .......................... Homewood
6:30 PM
Healing Prayer Ministry ..................... Chapel
7:30 PM
Knights of Columbus................Media Center
Tuesday 28 August
9:15 AM
Weekday Mass ................................. Chapel
5:30 PM
AFC Dance Rehearsal ............... McElroy Hall
5:30 PM
Corporators Meeting ................ Parish Office
7:15 PM
Drexel Ball Committee ............. Parish Office
Thursday 30 August
5:30 PM
AFC Dance Rehearsal ............... McElroy Hall
Friday 31 August
6:30 AM
Weekday Mass ................................. Chapel
Sunday 2 September
1:00 PM
Parent/Teen Confirmation Mtg. .Media Center
12:15 PM African Faith Community ......................Stage
2018-19 Faith Formation Registration is currently
underway for all of our fall faith formation programs.
Registration forms are available on
the parish web site, at the Welcome
Center, and in the parish office.
Faith formation programs include our
three core formation options of
TGIF, FIRE and Home Study. Adults
are encouraged to register for TGIF,
to take advantage of the general
sessions and adult mini-courses
offered.
Our Sunday Evening TGIF Program (Together
Growing in Faith) needs catechists for 2018-19. You and
the children will reveal the
Living God to one another
through the classroom
experience. A textbook and
lesson plan will be provided. To
find out more about being a
catechist, call Theresa
Anderson in the parish office or email
theresa.anderson@saintdrexel.org. All catechists must
comply with Archdiocesan regulations by completing
Virtus compliance at www.virutsonline.org.
Frederick Foodbank in Need of Donations:
Non-perishable foods such as
canned fruits and vegetables,
canned meats and fishes, juices and
drinks, pasta products, canned
soups, rice and other staples are
greatly needed. Please bring your
donations to Mass and place them in the blue bin in the
narthex. Thank you!
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MORTGAGE PROGRESS REPORT

We Welcome in Faith Vivian Sivilay and Brooke
Harkins who are initiated into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament of Baptism this
weekend. May our daily example of prayer and service
help young people to grow as faithful members of Christ’s
Body.
We Pray in Hope that God’s healing power may touch
those who are sick, especially Margaret Beardsley, Jim
Beck, Paul Behneman, David Bland, Bruce Blatchley,
Matthew Brown, Carol Callaway, Sharon Cassidy-Burn,
Josephine Chandler, Kiernan Charles, Olivia Dowell, Julia
Foxwell, John Gallant, Nancy Gaydar, Branson Hauer,
Bruce Hinrichs, Tami Hemgen, Haley Jackson, Mary Jelacic,
Louis Keepers, Gene Kunst, Jon Lee, Rose Luck, Patty
Mateusiak, Harry McFarland, Paula McFarland, Grace
McGraw, Emil Molnar, Theresa Myers, Shae Miller, Quinn
Marie Mullenholtz, Thomas Nelson, Bonnie Nestor, Mary
Agnes Noland, Caroline Nsaigha, Jim O’ConnorClaire
O'Donnell, Carol Oliver, Carmen Peoples, Lisa Perazzo,
Aidan Rawls, Zev Rieser,Teresa Ann Rogers, Tony Santay,
Carol Shea, Rose Sincevich, David Smalley, Jean Smith,
Jacqueline Speelman, Charlene Stitely, Juanita Stoner,
Mike Taylor, David Toland, Thomas Travis, Matt Turner,
Levi Tyler, Shelia Turick, Judy Wahl, George Warholic, Hal
Waxter, Rita Weygandt, Kate Whalen, Nancy Whitmore,
Mary Jo Wivell, Mark Wolf, and Kieran Zimmerman. May
our prayers offer them inner strength.
Please contact the Parish Office with your prayer requests.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Marriage Help: Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or
angry with each other? Do you argue? Have you stopped
talking to each other? Does talking make it worse? Have
you thought about separation
or divorce? The "Retrouvaille"
program helps couples
through difficult times in their
marriages. For confidential
information or to register for
the upcoming program
beginning with a weekend on
14–16 September, call
443-400-7017, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com, or email
3015@retrouvaille.org.

Our loan is through the Inter-Parish Loan Fund of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore. The interest rate is adjusted
annually, and as of 1 July 2018 has been raised to
4.25%. Thanks to all those who are so generously
making our payment this month possible through
contributions of various kinds:
Original Amount of Loan ..........................$2,006,541.66
Current Balance.......................................$1,840,657.06
September Mortgage Payment Due ..... $15,019.94
Revenue Sources for 1 September 2018 Payment
August Envelopes .......................................... $5,833.31
August Electronic Giving................................. $2,580.00
July Gift Card Profit........................................... $380.23
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal Rebate ................ $1,212.56
Total to date ......................................... $10,006.10
Income from the monthly mortgage collection, ongoing
Gift Card sales, the bi-monthly raffle, the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal, memorial donations, and other fundraising activities help us meet our mortgage obligation.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4th Quarter 2018 Financial Report – The Finance
Committee is pleased to report a net operating profit of
$13,528 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2018. This is
our second year of profitability, due to the generosity of
our parishioners. This past fiscal year saw offertory
collections grow by 8% compared to budget and 9% vs.
the prior year. This increase has allowed the parish to
cover the expenses of utilities and maintenance in our
new worship space, in addition to our other normal
operating expenses.
We are also pleased to report, for the past eight out of
nine months, thanks to parishioner donations to the
mortgage collection, we have met our monthly mortgage
obligation without having to utilize building pledge
payments. This is another testament to the generosity of
our parishioners. Our Annual Report, with more details
on our results, will be issued this Fall.

FREDERICK COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
SAINT JOHN REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL (Frederick):Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K-8, 301-662-6722 www.sjrcs.org
MOTHER SETON SCHOOL (Emmitsburg): Co-Ed Elementary Pre K-8, 301-447-3161 www.mothersetonschool.org
ST. THOMAS MORE ACADEMY (Middletown): Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K3-8, 240-490-5479 stmamd.org
SAINT JOHN’S CATHOLIC PREP (Buckeystown) Co-Ed Secondary, 301-662-4210 www.saintjohnsprep.org
MOUNT ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY (Emmitsburg) Undergraduate and Graduate, 301-447-5214 www.msmary.edu
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Youth Ministry
Confirmation Preparation Starting Soon for High
School Youth! All baptized parish teens entering 9th
grade this year (or older) who have completed a full year
of Faith Formation during the last
school year and are registered for
Faith Formation for the 2018-19
school year are invited to begin
sacramental preparation for
Confirmation which begins in
September. Interested teens should
attend one of the following meetings
with a parent: Sunday 2
September, 1:00–3:00 PM or Thursday 6 September,
7:00–9:00 PM. Unless you were baptized at Saint Katharine
Drexel, please bring a copy of your baptismal certificate to
the Parent/Teen meeting. For more information, contact
Ana Maria at skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org.

Catholic Schools
 St. John Regional Catholic School
Join us every Wednesday from 9:00–11:00 AM when
school is in session. Prospective parents are invited to visit
St. John Regional Catholic School and tour the Pre-K
through 8th grade classrooms. Come and see firsthand our
National Blue Ribbon and STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and math) school. Tuition discounts apply for
parishioners. Contact Kathy Kelsey at kkelsey@sjrcs.org or
call 301-662-6722 for additional information.
We are currently accepting applications for Pre-K through
8th grade. Apply at www.sjrcs.org.
Holy Water for home use is available
near the Marian Shrine. You may bring
your own container or use special Holy
Water bottles available in the narthex
bookstore ($1). Holy Water is also available
outside the Parish Office in the school.
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Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament The sixth
annual SKD Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament (First
Annual Tom Conard Memorial) is scheduled for Monday
10 September at Holly Hills Country Club. Proceeds of
the tournament benefit the Knights of Columbus Council
14011 charitable activities. Registration will begin at
9:00AM with a shotgun start at 10:30AM.
The cost is $420 per foursome ($115 for
singles) in a scramble format and includes
a steak dinner and prizes. In addition,
food and beverages will be provided
during play. Sponsorships (hole, prize and
beverage cart) are also available. For details, stop by the
Knights of Columbus table in the narthex before or after
weekend masses during August. Call Richard Duthoy at
240-674-8767, Mike Bowersox at 301-785-6173 or Nate
Power at 240-731-2904. Non-golfers are welcome to
make a tax-deductible donation.
Shopping Online? Gift Cards provide an easy way to
donate 5%-10% of your purchases to the Mortgage
Fund. We have available an
extensive offering of cards
including grocery stores,
home supply, area
restaurants, and many
stores that have online ordering. They can be used for
routine shopping and are perfect gifts for any
celebration. The cards may be purchased after the
weekend Masses in the Narthex and in the Parish Office
weekdays from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Don’t forget, the
merchants make the donation, not you!
St. Katharine Drexel Logo Shirts - Be sure to stop by
the center table in the narthex on
25/26 August and 1/2
September to purchase your St.
Katharine Drexel T-Shirt or polo
shirt. Wear you SKD logo shirt to
the picnic on 9 September Wear
your SKD shirt proudly around town
and at the picnic!

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
BAPTISM: Preparation sessions are scheduled regularly and announced in the bulletin. Parents are encouraged to attend while preparing for the
arrival of their child. For more information, contact the Parish Office.
FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST: Family preparation sessions are scheduled in the fall and spring each year for children desiring to
celebrate these sacraments, including those in Catholic Schools. For information call the Parish Office.
MARRIAGE: Couples desiring to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the Parish Office at least six months prior to the anticipated
date to allow time for the required preparation sessions.
CONFIRMATION: Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation can be started anytime in High School and flexes to adjust to the needs of
students. Ongoing Faith Formation participation is required. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): Adults interested in joining the Catholic Faith? Contact the Parish Office for more information.
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Mark Your Calendars!
 6 September  Drexel Voyager Retreat Day
St. Anthony's Monastery, Elliott City from
9:00AM to 3:00PM. Led by a monk from the
monastery and with a theme for the day that
is pertinent to people of all ages. The cost is
$30, payable by check. Sign up at table in
the narthex after Mass through 2 September.

 9 September  Parish Picnic
Our annual parish picnic will
take place in Clover Hill Park
from 1:00PM – 4:00PM. Bring
a dish to share! Sign-up and purchase your raffle tickets in
the Narthex through 26 August. Volunteers are welcome
and needed. For more information or to volunteer to help,
please contact Franci Boehl at 443-562-0445 or email
Fboehl@mahinst.com.
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WEEKDAY MASS READINGS
Monday 27 August..................2 Thes 1:1-5/Mt 23:13-22
Tuesday 28 August .................2 Thes 2:1-3/Mt 23:23-26
Wednesday 29 August ........... 2 Thes 3:6-10/Mk 6:17-29
Thursday 30 August................... 1Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51
Friday 31 August .................... 1 Cor 1:17-25/Mt 25:1-13
Saturday 1 September .......... 1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 25:14-30
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 8/27
10:30 AM...............David G. Greenwood
Tuesday 8/28
9:15 AM......................... William Libert
Friday 8/31
6:30 AM............................... Carl Koch
Saturday 9/1
5:00 PM................. Christine Zomchick
Sunday 9/2
9:00 AM.........................Patricia Smith
11:00 AM .................. SKD Parishioners
Mass intentions may be scheduled to celebrate
birthdays, anniversaries, other special events, or the
lives of deceased loved ones. Please contact the Parish
Office to make arrangements.

 10 September  K of C Golf Tournament
The sixth annual SKD Knights of Columbus
Golf Tournament will take place at Holly Hills
Country Club. Registration at 9:00AM,
shotgun tee-off at 10:30AM. Sign-up in the
Narthex through 26 August. More
information contained elsewhere in this
bulletin.

 15 September  Taste of Africa
Join us for our annual fundraising dinner,
hosted by the African Faith Community, to
benefit the mortgage fund, featuring
African cuisine, a special performance by
our children, music and dancing. Dinner
starts at 7PM. Tickets will be on sale in
the church narthex through 2 September. Adults - $30,
Children - $10. Contact Therese Muyingo at 240-397-0397
or thethemuy@yahoo.com.
Labor Day Weekend Travel Plans? Don’t
miss attending Mass while on vacation! Search
online at www.Masstimes.org to find Mass
times and places worldwide. Please remember
the needs of the Parish when you leave on your
vacation by using envelopes in advance of your departure
or utilizing electronic giving.

Softball Tournament: Saint Katharine Drexel sponsors
a team in the Frederick County Summer Church Softball
League. The team played their
tournament games on 19 August. SKD
lost the first game against Middletown
UMC, but then beat Frederick
Presbyterian 21-17 to move to the 3rd
round of the tournament, where they
lost to Cedarbrook by a score of 28-10. This marks the
end of a rainy and unpredictable season for the team,
but the players and fans still enjoyed the camaraderie of
the games.
____

L’Arche Frederick, working to
create a community of homes for
adults with and without intellectual
disabilities, is seeking volunteers to
help with their variety show, the Let
It Shine Extravaganza, to be held in
McElroy Hall on Saturday 27
October. All are welcome to be a part of this fun night
where adults with and without disabilities perform
together. If you are interested in helping or finding out
more, please contact Pat O’Connor at
patocon2016@gmail.com or 973-615-3131.

SOCIAL OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES of Frederick County provides individual, couple, and family counseling at several locations. Call 301-898-7900 for an appt.
FREDERICK FOOD BANK is the recipient of non-perishable food items placed in the bins located in the Narthex before Mass each weekend.
FREDERICK RESCUE MISSION is the recipient of clean and usable clothing placed in the bins located in the Narthex before each weekend.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides financial assistance to those in need through donations to the poor box. For assistance call 301-662-4676.
HELPING HANDS links parishioners with other parishioners needing help with errands, transportation, household task, etc. Call 301-360-9581.
PROJECT RACHEL offers women and men suffering from abortion trauma a confidential referral to trained counselors and clergy to sort through unresolved feelings and
conflicts. Call 410-354-6900 for help.
AUBURN CENTER is a 24-hour crisis pregnancy referral line supported by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Call 1-800-492-5530.
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Sponsor Forms: If you have been asked to be a
Godparent or Confirmation Sponsor at a church other than
Saint Katharine Drexel, you will need a sponsor form from
your parish. Call the Parish Office and we’ll be happy to
help. Please be sure to obtain the complete mailing
address for the parish where the sacrament will take place
and it’s best to request the form several weeks in advance.

Homeless Shelter Volunteers needed – Parishioners
from St. Katharine Drexel are needed to serve at the
Alan P. Linton shelter between 1 – 15 September
between 6:00-8:00 PM or 8:00-10:00 PM. Training will
be provided by Religious Coalition staff members and
parking is available on site. Contact Leslie Nuse at 301473-5331 for more information or if you would like to
volunteer. Ages 18 and older only.

St. Vincent de Paul: In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks “Do
you also want to leave?” We must ask
ourselves if we really want to hear the good
news of his love for us and for others. Is the
word of God able to break into our
consciousness, change us and call us to
hear the cries of the poor? This month, through your gifts
and a onetime grant, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
was able to hear the cries of the poor by assisting 141
families, providing $13,058 in housing, $6562 for utility,
rent and other bills. For more information about the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, please call 301-662-4676.
Our parish supports this work through gifts to the Poor
Box at the end of Mass.

8 x 10 Photos – If you did not purchase additional
pictures when your parish directory photo was taken,
your free 8x10 photo was mailed to
the parish office for distribution to
parishioners. There are several
families who have not picked up
their photo yet. You can find your
photo on the table behind the
Welcome Center. Please pick up
your photo and cross your name off the list. The Parish
Photo Directory is undergoing final edits before
publication. It won’t be long before you can see how
photogenic all your neighbors are!

Children’s Sacramental Preparation Registration is
now underway for Reconciliation and First Eucharist.
Celebration of these sacraments do not take place at a
certain grade level, but when the parents
feel their child is ready. If you did not
receive an enrollment packet in the mail,
please pick one up at the Welcome
Center or Parish office. The first “parent
only” meeting will take place in SJRCS
media center on Wednesday 26
September at 7:00 PM OR Sunday 30 September at
1:00 PM. If you have any questions, please contact
Theresa Anderson at Theresa.anderson@saintdrexel.org.
Adult Confirmation - If you are a lifelong Catholic age
18 or older and wish to be confirmed in
the Catholic Faith, St. Katharine Drexel is
offering classes in September. You
may choose to celebrate the
sacrament in October either in
Baltimore at The Cathedral of Mary
Our Queen or at St. Katharine
Drexel. For more information please
contact Theresa Anderson in the parish
office.
Congratulations to Deacon Jeff
Sutterman who won the Drexel Ball
drawing for a patio set. Proceeds
from this raffle and all Drexel Ball
fundraising activity benefit the Drexel
Essay Scholarship Fund and the
Mortgage Fund.

Parish Volunteers: We care about the well-being of
our youth and vulnerable adults. The Archdiocese of
Baltimore has joined more than
ninety dioceses using VIRTUS as
a training and compliance
management system. The
Archdiocesan policies updated in
2014 remain unchanged. VIRTUS has customized the
training so it is tailored to our policies and to Maryland
law.
Church personnel, including volunteers, who have not
already registered in Shield the Vulnerable, will be
required to register using VIRTUS. VIRTUS will direct
volunteers to review the Code of Conduct for Church
Personnel and A Statement of Policy for the Protection of
Children and Youth.
The Archdiocese of Baltimore will continue to work with
Employment Screening Resources (ESR) to conduct
online criminal history screening; as part of the
registration process, VIRTUS will direct volunteers to the
ESR website where they will be asked to submit to an
online criminal history screening. VIRTUS is accessed at
https://www.virtusonline.org.

Please take this simple step to keep us in
compliance with our youth safety requirements
Catholic Daughters of the Americas #278 will be
hosting a pot luck supper at 6PM on 18 September at
St. John the Evangelist, Sister Margaret Bauer Center,
Second St in Frederick. All current Daughters are asked
to bring a dish to pass. All interested women of St.
Katharine Drexel are welcome. Call Kathy Amidon –
315-415-0481.

Letter of Pope Francis to the People of God
“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it” (1 Cor 12:26). These words of Saint Paul forcefully echo in my heart
as I acknowledge once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse
of conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons. Crimes that inflict deep wounds of
pain and powerlessness, primarily among the victims, but also in their family members and in the larger community of
believers and nonbelievers alike. Looking back to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done
will ever be sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such
situations from happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated. The pain of the
victims and their families is also our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more reaffirm our commitment to ensure the
protection of minors and of vulnerable adults.
1. If one member suffers…
In recent days, a report was made public which detailed the experiences of at least a thousand survivors, victims of sexual
abuse, the abuse of power and of conscience at the hands of priests over a period of approximately seventy years. Even
though it can be said that most of these cases belong to the past, nonetheless as time goes on we have come to know the
pain of many of the victims. We have realized that these wounds never disappear and that they require us forcefully to
condemn these atrocities and join forces in uprooting this culture of death; these wounds never go away. The heartwrenching pain of these victims, which cries out to heaven, was long ignored, kept quiet or silenced. But their outcry was
more powerful than all the measures meant to silence it, or sought even to resolve it by decisions that increased its gravity
by falling into complicity. The Lord heard that cry and once again showed us on which side he stands. Mary’s song is not
mistaken and continues quietly to echo throughout history. For the Lord remembers the promise he made to our fathers:
“he has scattered the proud in their conceit; he has cast down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty” (Lk 1:51-53). We feel shame when we realize
that our style of life has denied, and continues to deny, the words we recite.
With shame and repentance, we acknowledge as an ecclesial community that we were not where we should have been,
that we did not act in a timely manner, realizing the magnitude and the gravity of the damage done to so many lives. We
showed no care for the little ones; we abandoned them. I make my own the words of the then Cardinal Ratzinger when,
during the Way of the Cross composed for Good Friday 2005, he identified with the cry of pain of so many victims and
exclaimed: “How much filth there is in the Church, and even among those who, in the priesthood, ought to belong
entirely to [Christ]! How much pride, how much self-complacency! Christ’s betrayal by his disciples, their unworthy
reception of his body and blood, is certainly the greatest suffering endured by the Redeemer; it pierces his heart. We can
only call to him from the depths of our hearts: Kyrie eleison – Lord, save us! (cf. Mt 8:25)” (Ninth Station).
2. … all suffer together with it
The extent and the gravity of all that has happened requires coming to grips with this reality in a comprehensive and
communal way. While it is important and necessary on every journey of conversion to acknowledge the truth of what has
happened, in itself this is not enough. Today we are challenged as the People of God to take on the pain of our brothers
and sisters wounded in their flesh and in their spirit. If, in the past, the response was one of omission, today we want
solidarity, in the deepest and most challenging sense, to become our way of forging present and future history. And this in
an environment where conflicts, tensions and above all the victims of every type of abuse can encounter an outstretched
hand to protect them and rescue them from their pain (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 228). Such solidarity demands that we in
turn condemn whatever endangers the integrity of any person. A solidarity that summons us to fight all forms of
corruption, especially spiritual corruption. The latter is “a comfortable and self-satisfied form of blindness. Everything
then appears acceptable: deception, slander, egotism and other subtle forms of self-centeredness, for ‘even Satan disguises
himself as an angel of light’ (2 Cor 11:14)” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 165). Saint Paul’s exhortation to suffer with those who
suffer is the best antidote against all our attempts to repeat the words of Cain: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen 4:9).
I am conscious of the effort and work being carried out in various parts of the world to come up with the necessary means
to ensure the safety and protection of the integrity of children and of vulnerable adults, as well as implementing zero
tolerance and ways of making all those who perpetrate or cover up these crimes accountable. We have delayed in
applying these actions and sanctions that are so necessary, yet I am confident that they will help to guarantee a greater
culture of care in the present and future.
Together with those efforts, every one of the baptized should feel involved in the ecclesial and social change that we so
greatly need. This change calls for a personal and communal conversion that makes us see things as the Lord does. For as
Saint John Paul II liked to say: “If we have truly started out anew from the contemplation of Christ, we must learn to see
him especially in the faces of those with whom he wished to be identified” (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 49). To see things as
the Lord does, to be where the Lord wants us to be, to experience a conversion of heart in his presence. To do so, prayer
and penance will help. I invite the entire holy faithful People of God to a penitential exercise of prayer and fasting,
following the Lord’s command.1 This can awaken our conscience and arouse our solidarity and commitment to a culture
of care that says “never again” to every form of abuse.

It is impossible to think of a conversion of our activity as a Church that does not include the active participation of all the
members of God’s People. Indeed, whenever we have tried to replace, or silence, or ignore, or reduce the People of God
to small elites, we end up creating communities, projects, theological approaches, spiritualities and structures without
roots, without memory, without faces, without bodies and ultimately, without lives. 2 This is clearly seen in a peculiar
way of understanding the Church’s authority, one common in many communities where sexual abuse and the abuse of
power and conscience have occurred. Such is the case with clericalism, an approach that “not only nullifies the character
of Christians, but also tends to diminish and undervalue the baptismal grace that the Holy Spirit has placed in the heart of
our people”.3Clericalism, whether fostered by priests themselves or by lay persons, leads to an excision in the ecclesial
body that supports and helps to perpetuate many of the evils that we are condemning today. To say “no” to abuse is to say
an emphatic “no” to all forms of clericalism.
It is always helpful to remember that “in salvation history, the Lord saved one people. We are never completely ourselves
unless we belong to a people. That is why no one is saved alone, as an isolated individual. Rather, God draws us to
himself, taking into account the complex fabric of interpersonal relationships present in the human community. God
wanted to enter into the life and history of a people” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 6). Consequently, the only way that we have
to respond to this evil that has darkened so many lives is to experience it as a task regarding all of us as the People of
God. This awareness of being part of a people and a shared history will enable us to acknowledge our past sins and
mistakes with a penitential openness that can allow us to be renewed from within. Without the active participation of all
the Church’s members, everything being done to uproot the culture of abuse in our communities will not be successful in
generating the necessary dynamics for sound and realistic change. The penitential dimension of fasting and prayer will
help us as God’s People to come before the Lord and our wounded brothers and sisters as sinners imploring forgiveness
and the grace of shame and conversion. In this way, we will come up with actions that can generate resources attuned to
the Gospel. For “whenever we make the effort to return to the source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel,
new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words
with new meaning for today’s world” (Evangelii Gaudium, 11).
It is essential that we, as a Church, be able to acknowledge and condemn, with sorrow and shame, the atrocities
perpetrated by consecrated persons, clerics, and all those entrusted with the mission of watching over and caring for those
most vulnerable. Let us beg forgiveness for our own sins and the sins of others. An awareness of sin helps us to
acknowledge the errors, the crimes and the wounds caused in the past and allows us, in the present, to be more open and
committed along a journey of renewed conversion.
Likewise, penance and prayer will help us to open our eyes and our hearts to other people’s sufferings and to overcome
the thirst for power and possessions that are so often the root of those evils. May fasting and prayer open our ears to the
hushed pain felt by children, young people and the disabled. A fasting that can make us hunger and thirst for justice and
impel us to walk in the truth, supporting all the judicial measures that may be necessary. A fasting that shakes us up and
leads us to be committed in truth and charity with all men and women of good will, and with society in general, to
combating all forms of the abuse of power, sexual abuse and the abuse of conscience.
In this way, we can show clearly our calling to be “a sign and instrument of communion with God and of the unity of the
entire human race” (Lumen Gentium, 1).
“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it”, said Saint Paul. By an attitude of prayer and penance, we will become
attuned as individuals and as a community to this exhortation, so that we may grow in the gift of compassion, in justice,
prevention and reparation. Mary chose to stand at the foot of her Son’s cross. She did so unhesitatingly, standing firmly
by Jesus’ side. In this way, she reveals the way she lived her entire life. When we experience the desolation caused by
these ecclesial wounds, we will do well, with Mary, “to insist more upon prayer”, seeking to grow all the more in love
and fidelity to the Church (SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA, Spiritual Exercises, 319). She, the first of the disciples,
teaches all of us as disciples how we are to halt before the sufferings of the innocent, without excuses or cowardice. To
look to Mary is to discover the model of a true follower of Christ.
May the Holy Spirit grant us the grace of conversion and the interior anointing needed to express before these crimes of
abuse our compunction and our resolve courageously to combat them.
Vatican City, 20 August 2018
FRANCIS
1 “But this kind [of demon] does not come out except by prayer and fasting” (Mt 17:21).
2 Cf. Letter to the Pilgrim People of God in Chile (31 May 2018).
3 Letter to Cardinal Marc Ouellet, President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America (19 March 2016).
[01246-EN.01] [Original text: Spanish] [Vatican-provided English text]
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