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Easter—Our Celebration Continues!
Happy Easter… again! While stores have moved on and are already
prepping for the Fourth of July, we are still in the heart of Easter. Our
celebration of the resurrection continues for the full 50 days of the Easter season. The wonder, the power, and the grace of the resurrection
cannot be contained to a single day. Our Triduum liturgy primed us for
the new life of Easter, and having experienced it we are called to allow
that new life to live in our hearts and to bring it out into the world. In
aid of your celebration of the Easter season we have several resources
on the Easter page of our parish website. Take advantage of what you
find there to deepen your experience of this holy season.

MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Katharine Drexel parish
pledges to be a
Eucharist-centered,
welcoming community,
forming loving disciples,
giving selflessly
in realization of
the Kingdom of God.
WEEKEND MASS
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM

Above: The washing of feet on Holy Thursday.
Below left: The social justice Stations of the Cross on Good Friday.
Below right: The baptism of Angie Wagner at the Easter Vigil.

PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8428 Opossumtown Pike
Frederick, MD 21702
Phone: 301-360-9581
Fax: 301-360-9582

A PLACE FOR YOU!
Interested in joining the parish or just
hearing more about us? Visit the
welcome page on our website at
www.saintdrexel.org/#/home/a-place-for-you

Gloria Williams,
Social Outreach Minister
at St. Gregory’s

Larry O’Hara,
SKD Parishioner
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LITURGY & PRAYER

PASTORAL STAFF

Children's Ministries are available at the 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Mass on Sunday except on Easter Sunday, and the 5:00 PM
Mass on the first Saturday (September through June).
• Nursery (ages infant-3) in the Nursery
• Kate's Kids! (ages 3-5) in Kate's Kids Room
• Children's Liturgy of the Word (K-4) Brockway Rm.
• Kate's Special Buddies (Parlor, 11:00 AM only)

Pastor, Rev. Keith Boisvert
skdpastor@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Kevin Kulesa
skddeacon2@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Tim Moore
skddeacon3@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Jeff Sutterman
skddeacon@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Ana Maria Alvarado
skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Theresa Anderson
theresa.anderson@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Brian McCrohan
skdassociate2@saintdrexel.org
Immigrant Outreach/Formation, Alexis Zabsonre
skdformation@saintdrexel.org
Music Director, Daniel Owens
skdmusic@saintdrexel.org
Director of Parish Operations, Pat O’Connor
skdmanager@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Nancy Whitmore
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Kathy Tolino
skdassistant@saintdrexel.org

Weekday Mass: Monday at 10:30 AM (2nd and 4th Monday
at Nursing Homes and all are welcome), Tuesday at
9:15 AM, Friday at 6:30 AM, Chapel
Exposition of the Eucharist:
Tuesday from 6:45 PM - 7:45 PM, Chapel
Wednesday from 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM, Chapel
Wednesday from 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Chapel
Thursday from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM, Chapel
Prayer Groups offer various opportunities for prayer:
• Rosary: Thursday 11:00 AM, Chapel
Pastoral Care of the Sick
• The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated twice a year
during weekend Masses. You are encouraged to make
an appointment for anointing prior to surgery.
• Please contact the parish office when a member of
your family is in the hospital or unable to attend Mass
and wishes to receive the Eucharist or be anointed.
Healing Prayer Team is available whenever you need
help asking God to bring spiritual, physical, relational, or
emotional wholeness to your life. Contact Edi Stewart at
301-815-5403 or edistewart@verizon.net for an
appointment.
Spiritual Direction on an individual basis is available by a
trained parishioner to grow in the spiritual life. Contact Amy
Kulesa (301-606-3216) to schedule an appointment.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:30 PM 4:30 PM, Church (or any time by appointment)

Next Weekend (15 April 2018)
Scripture Readings
Acts of the Apostles 3:13-15, 17-19
1 John 2:1-5a
Luke 24:35-48
Second Collection:
Mortgage Collection
Narthex Tables:
Gift Cards
Hope for Addiction
Knights of Columbus Bingo

PASTORAL COUNCIL
President, Ricardo Samuda
Vice-President, Patrick Dugan
Recording Secretary, Kim Johnson
Corresponding Secretary, Miguel Parkins
Greg Anderson
David Baldwin
Marie-Ange Kasende
Augusta Ndifor
Mike Nunez
Leslie Nuse
Dennis Ottey
Samantha Sutterman
skdcouncil@saintdrexel.org

CORPORATORS
Mary Beth Clark

Steve Heine

Last Weekend (1 April 2018)
Attendance at Mass.........................................2,400
Registered Households ...................................1,017
Number of Parishioners ..................................3,167
Weekly Offering
Envelopes .............................................. $5,532.20
Electronic Transfer ................................. $7,190.00
Loose .................................................... $1,504.00
Total...................................................$14,226.20$
Other Offerings
Easter Offering..................................... $18,459.72
Poor Box................................................... $725.95
Good Friday Collection for Holy Land ....... $1,458.49
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This Week in Our Parish

As we enter the fifty-day celebration of
the Easter season, we are treated to events at
Mass that we fasted from during the season of Lent.
Please rejoice with me as we celebrate special occasions
in the life of our parish families, such as baptisms and
first communions. It is clearly a joyful time in the life
of many of our parishioners as they come into fuller
union with Christ through the Sacraments each week.
The inspiring testimony given by Angie Wagner when
she celebrated the Initiation Sacraments at the Easter
Vigil is included for you as a bulletin insert this week.
As you will see in this bulletin, once again we
have surpassed our goal in the Archbishop's Annual
Appeal! This is a testimony to our commitment as a
parish to the wider mission of the church. It also
provides a wonderful opportunity for us to share with
St. Michael's Indian School (in Arizona) and the
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, both of whom were
founded by our patron Saint Katharine Drexel—as
well as assist our sister parish (St. Hubert) in Haiti.
Thanks to all those who helped us reach our goal. We
now receive 50% of every dollar over our goal as a
rebate to help us make our monthly mortgage payment.
Each summer we co-sponsor a softball team (with
Saint John the Evangelist) in the Frederick County
Church Softball League. This is a great way to get to
know not only other parishioners, but also people from
other churches in our county. Practices are starting, so
if you would like to join the team, please contact Bob
Eaton (using the information found in this bulletin).
We count on the Easter collection to help balance
the budget at this point in the fiscal year, so thanks so
much for your generosity at Easter. This is also the
second month in a row that we have raised sufficient
funds to make our mortgage payment, so we hope that
trend continues. Please note that this weekend is the
deadline for tickets to our upcoming Katie's Ladies Tea
Party, a springtime tradition that children really enjoy!

Fr. Keith
Membership Information is available on the second
weekend of the month in the Brockway Room for our
Prospective Parishioner Orientation Session. Please
attend if you wish to register as a parishioner.
Bulletin Notices must be submitted electronically to
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org ten days before you
want your announcement to appear in the bulletin.

Sunday 8
10:15 AM
10:15 AM
12:15 PM
1:00 PM

April
RCIA........................................Media Center
New Parishioner Orientation.... Brockway Rm.
African Faith Choir ...............................Stage
Baptism Preparation ................. Parish Office

Monday 9 April
10:30 AM Weekday Mass ................................ Citizen’s
4:30 PM
Liturgy Planning Committee ...... Parish Office
7:30 PM
Knights of Columbus.................Media Center
Tuesday 10 April
9:15 AM
Weekday Mass .................................. Chapel
4:15 PM
Caregiver Support .................... Parish Office
Wednesday 11 April
6:00 PM
Youth Band......................... Brockway Room
7:00 PM
Venture Scouts.........................Media Center
7:00 PM
Social Justice Committee .......... Parish Office
Thursday 12 April
6:30 PM
ALPHA ............................................ Narthex
7:00 PM
Boy Scouts...............................Media Center
7:00 PM
Cemetery Committee................ Parish Office
Friday 13 April
6:30 AM
Weekday Mass .................................. Chapel
Saturday
6:15 PM
6:15 PM
6:30 PM

14 April
Haiti Committee ................................. Parlor
Kate’s Cinema ..................... Brockway Room
Knights of Columbus Bingo ........ McElroy Hall

Sunday 15 April
10:15 AM RCIA........................................Media Center
12:30 PM Katie’s Ladies Tea Party ............ McElroy Hall
1:00 PM
Confirmation Preparation ..........Media Center
Rice Bowls may be placed in the receptacle near the
Holy Water walls in the church or returned to the Parish
Office. Please turn in your contribution by
THIS WEEKEND. Converting loose
money into a check payable to Saint
Katharine Drexel (SKD) would be very
helpful! Please note “Operation Rice Bowl” on the memo
line. Donations support the work of Catholic Relief
Services around the world. Their mission includes
responding to major emergencies, fighting disease and
poverty, and nurturing peaceful and just societies.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) Have
you been attending Mass with your spouse, a friend, or
family member and would like to learn
more about joining the faith? To learn
more about RCIA, please call Pastoral
Associate Theresa Anderson in the
parish office or email her at
theresa.anderson@saintdrexel.org.
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PASSAGES IN CHRIST
MORTGAGE PROGRESS REPORT
We Joyfully Congratulate Larissa Azane,
Gabriela Cornejo, Leila Cornejo, Mckenzie Davis,
Carson Dolan, Stephen Guilday, Carson Hood,
Josephine Metz, Lilliana Moody, Olivia Moody,
Alexander Pyon, and Nora Sands as they receive their
First Communion and join us at the table of the Lord
for the first time this weekend.
We Warmly Welcome Sarah Bergholtz, Joe & Tammy
Bidinger (and their sons Austin, Elias, & Noah, Mary Fisher,
Matthew & Lisa Sciannella (and their daughter Victoria,
Bernard & Stacey Shaf (and their sons Noah & Nick
Semanko and Benjamin Shaf), and Jennifer Yeck who have
become members of the St. Katharine Drexel faith
community. We are grateful for the new life they bring to
our parish.

Our loan is through the Inter-Parish Loan Fund of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore. The interest rate is adjusted
annually, and is currently at 4%. The sooner we pay off
the loan, the more interest we save-- with no penalty.
Thanks to all those who are so generously making this
possible through contributions of various kinds:
Original Amount of Loan ..........................$2,006,541.66
Current Balance.......................................$1,883,347.75
April Mortgage Payment Due ................ $14,842.15

We Pray in Hope that God’s healing power may touch
those who are sick, especially Wayde Barnhart, Jim Beck,
Richard Bennett, Bruce Blatchley, Dorothy Boisvert, Anne
Burke, Josephine Chandler, Scott Coleman, Olivia Dowel,
Philip Dugan, Julia Foxwell, John Gallant, Bruce Hinrichs,
Tami Hemgen, Mary Jelacic, Jon Lee, Rose Luck, Patty
Mateusiak, Grace McGraw, Theresa Myers, Shae Miller,
Emil Molnar, Charles Nelson, Claire O'Donnell, Carol Oliver,
Aidan Rawls, Teresa Ann Rogers, Mary Frances Rellick, Jim
Sasiadek, Carol Shea, Jean Smith, Jacqueline Speelman,
James Stevens, Mike Taylor, Matt Turner, Levi Tyler, Shelia
Turick, Judy Wahl, Hal Waxter, Rita Weygandt, Kate
Whalen, and Mary Jo Wivell. May our prayers offer them
inner strength.

Available for early payment of principal .............. $988.06

Please contact the Parish Office with your prayer requests.

New Mortgage Balance ................... $1,874,783.43

Hospital Admittances: Retired priests Fr. Dick Murphy
and Fr. Leo Holleran coordinate the Catholic health care
ministry at Frederick Memorial Hospital for the parishes of
the region. Trained parishioners
visit Catholic patients each day
and bring communion. Please
remember that to be visited,
you must indicate that you are a
Roman Catholic and ask to be
placed on the visiting list when
you are admitted either as an emergency or for a
scheduled admission. If Anointing of the Sick is desired,
please call the Saint Katharine Drexel Parish Office or have
a family member, friend or nurse call for you.

Revenue Sources for 1 April 2018 Payment
March Envelopes ........................................... $9,341.43
March Electronic Giving.................................. $2,520.00
February Raffle Profit..................................... $1,006.00
February Gift Card Revenue .............................. $504.88
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal Rebate ................ $2,457.90
Total ..................................................... $15,830.21
1 April Payment Made:

Principal ............... $8,564.32
Interest ............. $6,277.83

This is the second month in a row
that we have collected enough funds
to make our monthly mortgage payment.
Thanks for your generous support!

2018 Parish Directory is Coming Soon! It's been six
years since our last parish directory was
published. Including your family's photo in
the directory is a great way for others to
get to know you better. Parishioner
photographs will be taken in the church
over three weeks beginning 8 May. You
can sign-up online or after Mass
beginning the weekend of 21/22 April. Stay tuned for
further details.

FREDERICK COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
SAINT JOHN REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL (Frederick):Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K-8, 301-662-6722 www.sjrcs.org
MOTHER SETON SCHOOL (Emmitsburg): Co-Ed Elementary Pre K-8, 301-447-3161 www.mothersetonschool.org
ST. THOMAS MORE ACADEMY (Middletown): Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K3-8, 240-490-5479 stmamd.org
SAINT JOHN’S CATHOLIC PREP (Buckeystown) Co-Ed Secondary, 301-662-4210 www.saintjohnsprep.org
MOUNT ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY (Emmitsburg) Undergraduate and Graduate, 301-447-5214 www.msmary.edu
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Youth Ministry

 Saint John's Regional Catholic School
Boost Funding and Welcome Grants: Don't think that
St. John Regional Catholic School to be outside your reach.
Have you ever wished your child could attend a Catholic
school but were afraid you could not afford the tuition?
Your child may be eligible for a new state program,
Broadening Options and Opportunities for Students Today
(BOOST). Applications will be available in May. Visit our
Blue Ribbon School any Wednesday for a tour of our Pre-K
through 8th grade classrooms. Prospective parents are
invited to visit SRJCS between 9:00 - 11:00 AM. Contact
Karen O'Boyle at 301-662-6722 for more information.

 St. Maria Goretti High School
Want to learn more about our new guaranteed admissions
partnerships with colleges and universities, including Mount
St. Mary's and Neumann University? Attend our Open
House on Thursday 19 April from 6:00–8:00 PM to learn
about our college prep curriculum, emphasis on faith and
community service, and our close-knit, welcoming
environment. Take a student-led, individual family tour of
our campus and learn about our 1:1 Chromebook program.
If you have questions or would like more information
contact Holly Katrina, Director of Admissions at
hkatrina@goretti.org.



Mother Seton Take-a-Tour Tuesday
Visit us on Tuesday 10 April from 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM.
Applications for 2018-2019 are now being accepted. Pre-K
openings are filling quickly. Mother Seton School offers
more than a solid academic and ethical foundation. A
genuinely loving and welcoming community - a true family
of teachers, students, and parents - helps shape children
who grow strong and true.
“Great Gardeners” Preschool Program will take place on
Tuesday 17 April from 9:30–11:00 AM. Join us in
welcoming spring by planting in our garden. Wear
gardening shoes and a jacket, as the ground may be wet.
In case of rain, we'll play inside. The program is free and is
for children ages 2–5. Please RSVP to Laurie Szukaiski at
admissions@mothersetonschool.org or 301-447-3165.

Encounter the Gospel of Life: We are thrilled to
again offer a chance for our high school youth to join
over 300 teens in Washington, DC for a week-long
service retreat (8–13 July) that will be filled with
awesome speakers, great musicians, and lots of hard
(but very cool) work. We will be housed at the University
of Maryland, spend our days doing volunteer work in
some amazing places (soup kitchens, homeless shelters,
elder housing, etc.), and then spend our evenings
listening to great musicians and amazing speakers,
sharing our experiences, and just having a blast. For
more information about reserving a spot, cost, and other
questions, please contact Ana Maria Alvarado at
Ana.Alvarado@saintdrexel.org or call her in the parish
office.
Venturing Crew Meeting will take place on
Wednesday 11 April from 7:00–8:30 PM in the Media
Center. New members are always welcome. Venturing
is a Boy Scouts of America sponsored program for young
men and women ages 14–20. For more information
contact gregv@mosaicpower.com.
Soup Kitchen Service Project We will be assisting on
Friday 13 April @ 5:00 PM at the Community Action
Agency in downtown Frederick. This activity is open to
all middle and high school youth. Parents must
accompany anyone under the age of 14. Students must
be over 11 to participate. Contact Ana Maria Alvarado to
register to help.
To All Those Serving the Faith Community During
Weekend Mass: As Christ is counting on you to be a
faithful follower, our ministries are
counting on you to fulfill your
commitment on a weekend that you are
scheduled — and if you are unable to
keep that commitment, please make
arrangements for a substitute. We
appreciate your generous gift of time and your care in
ensuring that there is coverage for all of the various
ministries at each Mass.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
BAPTISM: Preparation sessions are scheduled regularly and announced in the bulletin. Parents are encouraged to attend while preparing for the
arrival of their child. For more information, contact the Parish Office.
FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST: Family preparation sessions are scheduled in the fall and spring each year for children desiring to
celebrate these sacraments, including those in Catholic Schools. For information call the Parish Office.
MARRIAGE: Couples desiring to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the Parish Office at least six months prior to the anticipated
date to allow time for the required preparation sessions.
CONFIRMATION: Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation can be started anytime in High School and flexes to adjust to the needs of
students. Ongoing Faith Formation participation is required. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): Adults interested in joining the Catholic Faith? Contact the Parish Office for more information.
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WEEKDAY MASS READINGS

Mark Your Calendars!
 14 April  Kate's Cinema
Kate’s Cinema will present "Amazing Grace" at 6:15 PM
in the Brockway Room. House of Commons
member William Wilberforce and future
Prime Minister William Pitt battle to abolish
Great Britain's slave trade. Though
thoroughly defeated in 1791 they were
determined to end slavery. Free popcorn and
other refreshments will be available.
 15 April  Katie's Ladies Tea Party
Join us at 12:30 PM in McElroy Hall as we celebrate the
Flowers of Spring. Tickets are $10 (ages 18
and up), $5 (ages 6-17), and free (under age
5). Tickets and information will be available in
the Narthex the weekend of 7/8 April. For
additional information or to make a
reservation, please call Terry at 240-578-1040.
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21 April  Teen Volunteer Awards
Recognizing the valuable contributions of our
youth, our awards ceremony will take place after
the 5:00 PM mass in the Brockway Room. Our
youth have included service in their faith journey
and we are pleased to honor them.

 21 April  Cash Bingo
Doors open at 6:00 PM and games begin at 7:30 PM. An
evening of food, fun, and CASH
for all bingo lovers is sponsored
by SDK Council 14011. Bring a
friend or two to McElroy Hall for
our evening of bingo. Contact
Dolan and Kathy Smeak for more
information at 301-694-7332 or smeakee@msn.com.
Reserved Parking Space: The space on the
far right in the first row alongside the
Handicapped Spaces is reserved for the
parishioners who won the right to park in the
space at the 5:00 PM Saturday and 9:00 AM &
11:00 AM Masses for a year. These parishioners were the
high bidders at the Drexel Ball auction. Thank you for
respecting their right for priority parking.

Monday 9 April .............................Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday 10 April......................... Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7-15
Wednesday 11 April .................. Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21
Thursday 12 April ..................... Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36
Friday 13 April ............................ Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15
Saturday 14 April...................... Acts 6:16-21/Jn 6:16-21
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 4/9 10:30 AM .............................. Olga Yusko
Tuesday 4/10 9:15 AM......................... Margaret Lucas
Friday 4/13
6:30 AM ........................... Alberta Wade
Saturday 4/14 5:00 PM ...................... SKD Parishioners
Sunday 4/15 9:00 AM ............................ Patricia Cook
11:00 AM ....................Boniface T. Patcha
Mass intentions may be scheduled to celebrate birthdays,
anniversaries, other special events, or the lives of deceased loved
ones. Please contact the Parish Office to make arrangements.

Parish Gardening Help Needed: It is time to
clean-up the flower beds on either
side of the entrance to the parish
office and we need assistance from
many people. Spring is a time of
spiritual and natural renewal. Combine
both activities with us as we beautify
the approach to our chapel. Please
contact Rose Fitzpatrick
(301-662-5565) to volunteer your assistance.
Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat:
The Drexel Voyagers have obtained a block of 40 tickets
to a matinee performance of the
show at the Totem Pole Theater
in Fayetteville, PA on 5 June at
2:00 PM. Tickets are $25
payable by check to Jan
Scudiero. Sign-up in the Narthex
at the Welcome Center after the
weekend Masses. There are
approximately ten tickets left.
Carpooling (from the church
parking lot) and an optional dinner after the
performance are being arranged. For more information,
please call Jan Scudiero (240-490-7112).

SOCIAL OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES of Frederick County provides individual, couple, and family counseling at several locations. Call 301-898-7900 for an appt.
FREDERICK FOOD BANK is the recipient of non-perishable food items placed in the bins located in the Narthex before Mass each weekend.
FREDERICK RESCUE MISSION is the recipient of clean and usable clothing placed in the bins located in the Narthex before each weekend.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides financial assistance to those in need through donations to the poor box. For assistance call 301-662-4676.
HELPING HANDS links parishioners with other parishioners needing help with errands, transportation, household task, etc. Call 301-360-9581.
PROJECT RACHEL offers women and men suffering from abortion trauma a confidential referral to trained counselors and clergy to sort through unresolved feelings and
conflicts. Call 410-354-6900 for help.
AUBURN CENTER is a 24-hour crisis pregnancy referral line supported by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Call 1-800-492-5530.
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Sacramental Preparation
Baptism: If you have a child you would like
to have baptized or are expecting and would
like to begin preparing for the sacrament,
please contact Brian McCrohan in the parish
office. The next session will be held on
Sunday 8 April in the parish office.
Confirmation Core Modules: Save these dates for
upcoming sessions: Sunday 15 April
(1:00 PM); Symbols & Meaning, Sunday
29 April (1:00 PM); Worthy of the Call,
Sunday 6 May, Creed. Candidates are
reminded that they must attend all core
modules.
Softball Season is Fast Approaching: Opening day
has arrived for the Orioles and the Nationals. So let's
think SOFTBALL. Saint Katharine Drexel
sponsors a team in the Frederick County
Summer Church Softball League. Any
parishioner (or relative of a parishioner)
interested in joining or re-joining our
softball team should contact Bob Eaton at
b.eaton@comcast.net. Practices are
scheduled to take place at 4:30 PM on Sunday 8 April
at Utica Field #3; 4:30 PM on Sunday 15 April at Utica
Field #3; and Sunday 22 April at 4:00 PM at Ballenger
Creek Field #1. The season officially begins on Sunday
29 April with a 2:00 PM opening day tournament at
Pinecliff Park.
Parish Volunteers: As of 1 November 2017, the
Archdiocese of Baltimore has joined more than ninety
dioceses using VIRTUS as a training and compliance
management system. The Archdiocesan policies updated
in 2014 remain unchanged.
VIRTUS has customized the
training so it is tailored to our
policies and to Maryland law.
Church personnel, including
volunteers, who have not already registered in Shield the
Vulnerable, will be required to register using VIRTUS.
VIRTUS will direct volunteers to review the Code of
Conduct for Church Personnel and A Statement of Policy
for the Protection of Children and Youth. The
Archdiocese of Baltimore will continue to work with
Employment Screening Resources (ESR) to conduct
online criminal history screening; as part of the
registration process, VIRTUS will direct volunteers to the
ESR website where they will be asked to submit to an
online criminal history screening. VIRTUS can be
accessed at https://www.virtusonline.org.
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The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal has been a success.
Thanks to all who have made a pledge
or gift. We have reached $68,768
(112%) of our parish goal of
$61,400. Reaching this goal, as well as
balancing our budget each year, and
making a monthly mortgage payment
require the commitment of all of us
working together. Thanks to everyone who made this
possible.
It's Hershey Park Time Again! Youth Ministry will
again take orders for discounted tickets to Hershey Park.
Ticket orders placed by the parish by 26 April will be
available at $34.85 per person (ages 3 and up). Order
forms are available at the Welcome Center, in the parish
office, and on the parish website.
Tickets may be used from 27 April
thru 30 September. Additional
orders will be placed periodically
with increasing prices. Tickets
ordered by 23 May will be $37.85.
Walk-up admission for all ages 3
and up is $67.80. Senior tickets are
always $28.95 and may be
purchased at the gate. Payment by check is required at
time of order. For more info, please call the parish office
or email Ana.Alvarado@saintdrexel.org.
Holy Water for home use is now
available near the Marian Shrine. You may
bring your own container or use special Holy
Water bottles available in the narthex
bookstore ($1). During the week, Holy
Water is available outside the Parish Office
in the school.
“Come to me all you who are weary and burdened
and I will give you rest.” Care giving can be a difficult
and energy draining responsibility. It helps to have
support on the journey. Caregivers, whether you are
living with someone, helping someone who lives locally,
or doing this long distance you can benefit from support
from others. We can help you discover resources that
might be available to assist you
or you can just share your
story. If you are interested, the
Saint Katharine Drexel
Caregiver Support Group will
meet on Tuesday 10 April at
4:15 PM in the Parish Office.
For further information, please call Edi Steward
(301-815-5403) or email her at edistewart@verizon.net.

At the Easter Vigil last Saturday night, Angie Wagner was welcomed into the
Catholic Church through the Initiation Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist. Below is the testimony she offered to the congregation that evening:
Growing up, I occasionally I went to church with my grandparents or friends. I lived a good life. I worked
hard and had some lucky breaks. I began praying nightly after my grandmother died when I was in
middle school but I never felt the need to attend church… not even during the school year when
everything fell apart or another school year when I put things back together. I should explain that I am a
teacher so I don’t follow a traditional calendar. I call last year “the year of sickness and death.” I lost a
former student to an accident at home; a co-worker of 18 years to stomach cancer a month after she told
the staff; a co-worker’s spouse who had been diagnosed with cancer 6 years before while pregnant with
their daughter; a good friend of 25 years to alcoholism; a student’s parent the night of his 5th grade
graduation; taught kids that I knew were abused, neglected and immigrated from violence; and my oldest
son was in the hospital for 3 weeks and required surgery. I couldn’t understand why bad things happen to
good people. That’s when a loved one showed me how powerful faith could be.
So the following Sunday I came to my first Mass at St. Katharine Drexel. I came here because I knew
enough people through scouting to feel comfortable but it was large enough that I didn’t feel conspicuous.
For the first month or so, I sat in one of the back pews, with tears streaming down my face, not knowing
what to say or do, but knowing that I had found something that would fill the hole that I had in my soul.
Welcoming Christ into your life as an adult requires you to examine your entire life and how you have
lived. It requires admitting that everything you thought you controlled was really God’s doing. For me,
this meant seeing that what I thought was my biggest failure was actually God giving me the time and
support to grow my relationship with him, something that I wouldn’t have found otherwise. A couple of
months ago. I found myself worried about how I was going to raise 2 teenage boys into young men. But as
I sat in Mass that Saturday night, I looked around at all of the familiar faces that Christ had spoken
through until I was ready to listen for myself. I realized that he had been taking care of things for years…
and that the future would be wonderful under his will.
I am not the same person I was a year ago. I feel God’s constant presence in my everyday life, and now
even find myself in conversation with God during the day. I look forward Mass each week. I am stronger
and content. As a result, I now think of the past 4 years in this way: (1) the year God freed me; (2) the
year God put things back together: (3) the year God called me; and (4) the year I found God.
My anxiety about death is what brought me to the church. When my kids were born I found some peace
with my own death knowing that I had done what I was meant to do in this life, but I was still focused on
what was given up in death and had no answers for what happened after. Over the past year I have found
the faith to believe in something greater than this life. Now I see that death is not an ending to be feared,
but rather a beginning. The forgiveness and rebirth through my baptism tonight is the start of that new
life. I have reflected on what I am asking Jesus for, and what I am vowing to do. I believe in Jesus and I
am fully committed to giving my life to him. I am honored to finally join with all of you fully in
communion with Christ.
I look forward to participating in the classes offered by our parish to deepen my understanding of the
Bible and traditions of the Church. As God’s child I now feel worthy to share my journey with family and
friends and to preach the gospel through my words and actions. Thank you for welcoming and supporting
me on this journey.
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