25 December 2016

Merry Christmas!
To our visitors and out of town friends and family, thank you for joining in
in our celebration! You are most welcome, today and everyday!

MISSION STATEMENT

Today we celebrate God becoming one of us through the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem. As a baby Jesus depended on his parents to care for him,
now Jesus depends on us to carry on his mission in the world today. Jesus
tells us that we must become like children for it is they that demonstrate
the power of faith and the virtue of vulnerability.

Saint Katharine Drexel parish
pledges to be a
EucharistEucharist-centered,
welcoming community,
forming loving disciples,
giving selflessly
in realization of
the Kingdom of God.
WEEKEND MASS
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8428 Opossumtown Pike
Frederick, MD 21702
Phone: 301-360-9581
Fax: 301-360-9582
Email: stkatharinedrexel@saintdrexel.org
Website: www.saintdrexel.org
www.facebook.com/saintkatharinedrexel
Wifi Network: SKD Parishioners
Wifi Password: Katharine2016

A PLACE FOR YOU!
Interested in joining the parish or just
hearing more about us? Visit the
welcome page on our website at
www.saintdrexel.org/#/home/a-place-for-you

As we celebrate the birth of one child two thousand years ago we also
celebrate all of the children of our community for the living example they
are to us all and the vibrant “yes” they are in answer to the question, “Is
God here?” May we all strive to be more like them, and may the blessings
of Christmas be with them and with us all.
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LITURGY & PRAYER

PASTORAL STAFF

Children's Ministries are available at the 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Mass on Sunday, and the 5:00 PM Mass on the first Saturday .
• Nursery (ages infant-3) in the Nursery
• Kate's Kids! (ages 3-5) in Kate's Kids Room
• Children's Liturgy of the Word (K-4) Brockway Rm.

Pastor, Rev. Keith Boisvert
skdpastor@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Kevin Kulesa
skddeacon2@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Tim Moore
skddeacon3@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Jeff Sutterman
skddeacon@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Ana Maria Alvarado
skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Leah Huber
skdassociate@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Brian McCrohan
skdassociate2@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Kathy Moore
skdassociate4@saintdrexel.org
Immigrant Outreach/Formation, Alexis Zabsonre
skdformation@saintdrexel.org
Music Director, Daniel Owens
skdmusic@saintdrexel.org
Parish Business Manager, Michael O’Connor
skdmanager@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Nancy Whitmore
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Kathy Tolino
skdassistant@saintdrexel.org

Weekday Mass: Monday at 10:30 AM (2nd and 4th Monday
at Nursing Homes and all are welcome), Tuesday at
9:15 AM, Friday at 6:30 AM, Chapel
Exposition of the Eucharist:
Tuesday from 6:45 PM - 7:45 PM, Chapel
Wednesday from 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM, Chapel
Wednesday from 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Chapel
Thursday from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM, Chapel
Prayer Groups offer various opportunities for prayer:
• Contemplative Prayer: Sunday 7:00 PM, Chapel
• Rosary: Thursday 11:00 AM, Chapel
Pastoral Care of the Sick
• The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated twice a year
during weekend Masses. You are encouraged to make
an appointment for anointing prior to surgery.
• Please contact the parish office when a member of
your family is in the hospital or unable to attend Mass
and wishes to receive the Eucharist or be anointed.
Healing Prayer Team is available whenever you need
help asking God to bring spiritual, physical, relational, or
emotional wholeness to your life. Contact Edi Stewart at
301-815-5403 or edistewart@verizon.net for an
appointment.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:30 PM 4:30 PM, Church (or any time by appointment)

Next Weekend (1 January 2017)
Scripture Readings
Numbers 6:22-27
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:16-21
Second Collection:
Solemnity of Mary
In the Gathering Space
Gift Cards
Social Justice
Lost and Found Items
If You are Traveling during the upcoming holidays, we
wish you a safe trip and a
blessed time with family and
friends. When you're away, be
sure to check for Mass times
and locations across the
United States by visiting
www.masstimes.org.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jan Scudiero, President
Trish Bodine, Vice President
Pat O'Connor, Recording Secretary
Barbara Stastny, Corresponding Secretary
Greg Anderson
Jack Cahaney
Patrick Haley
Marie-Ange Kasende
Bob Landry
Ken Morrow
Ricardo Samuda
skdcouncil@saintdrexel.org

CORPORATORS
Mary Beth Clark

Steve Heine

Last Weekend (18 December 2016)
Attendance at Mass.........................................1,085
Registered Households ..................................... 904
Number of Parishioners ..................................3,002
Weekly Offering
Envelopes .............................................. $5,663.00
Electronic Transfer ................................. $6,707.00
Loose .................................................... $1,070.00
Total.................................................... $13,440.00
Other Offerings
Poor Box................................................... $382.35
Food Bank Items ..............................................115
Building Fund/Mortgage.......................... $4,155.00
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Fr. Keith’s Korner
Merry Christmas to all! We extend a warm
welcome to family members and friends who are
visiting from out-of-town for the holidays, and college
students who have returned home to rest after a busy
semester. Christmas is different for those whose loved
ones are seriously ill or who have died during 2016, and
so we keep them in our prayers in a special way.
We are able to welcome visitors to Christmas
Masses this year in a beautiful new church because of
the sacrifices of so many generous parishioners. We
should all offer an extra prayer of thanksgiving this
Christmas for anyone who contributed in any way to
allow this dream to become a reality for our parish.
Last weekend on Friday night, the children of our
parish treated us to a Christmas Pageant and got us
into the spirit of the season of Christ's birth. We thank
the children who participated so joyfully, and we are
grateful to Margaret Moos (and all those who helped
her) for their dedication in preparing the children for
this presentation to our faith community.
Check out the pictures on the cover of this bulletin.
If you are hoping to pray at home as a family
during this special season-- beyond grace before meals-you can consider gathering your family at the manger
for a blessing, which could be associated with one of
your festive meals. We've included an insert in this
bulletin to assist you with this kind of home prayer.
As we near the beginning of 2017, we are faced
with a world where terrorism is the new normal, and
there is so much uncertainty as a result. Incorrect
information and fear can have devastating effects on
human life, sometimes causing words and actions
which harm others unnecessarily. As Christians, it is
important to continue to pray with confidence in a
spirit of hope about the future. You are cordially
invited to our New Year’s Eve Interfaith Celebration
to begin 2017 in a spirit of hope—the concert begins at
7:30 PM and the Prayer Service at 8:00 PM.

Fr. Keith
Membership Information is available on the second
Sunday of each month at 10:15 AM in the Media Center
at our Prospective Parishioner Orientation Session.
Please attend if you wish to register as a parishioner.
Bulletin Notices must be submitted electronically to
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org ten days before you
want your announcement to appear in the bulletin.
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This Week in Our Parish
Sunday 25 December
10:00 AM Christmas Day Mass ........................... Church
Monday 26 December

10:30 AM Mass at Homewood is moved to Thursday;
The Parish Office is closed for the Christmas holiday
Tuesday 27 December
9:15 AM Weekday Mass ................................... Chapel
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal ........... Brockway Room
Wednesday 28 December
6:00 PM Youth Band .......................... Brockway Room
Thursday 29 December
10:30 AM Weekday Mass ........................... Homewood
Friday 30 December
6:30 AM Weekday Mass ................................... Chapel
Saturday 31 December
7:30 PM New Year's Eve Concert of Peace ........ Church
8:00 PM New Year's Eve Interfaith Service ........ Church

NEW Church Building NEWS
As we get accustomed to being in our new church
building, and the new opportunities it affords us, please:
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

pause for a moment to pray at our new Nativity
crèche in the front of the sanctuary;
give thanks for the beauty of two more stained
glass windows and the large crucifix that have
recently been installed;
out of kindness to others, do not park in the
designated walkway through the new parking lot
that connects the church to the old parking lot;
allow the beauty of our new Christmas trees and
Christmas poinsettias to inspire your prayer;
notice that the candle holders in the Marian
Shrine have been installed; the statue is being
carved from white Carrara marble in Italy;
bless yourself from the flowing holy water wall
fonts as you enter the nave to recall your
baptism; explain to children why we do this.
say a prayer for all those who contributed to our
"Housewarming Gifts" campaign.

We continue to give generous thanks to God for the
blessing of our new place of worship!
Christmas Basket Project: Thanks to all who have
responded with donations for this year's outreach to St.
Gregory the Great parish in west
Baltimore City. Over 200 families
received a $100 gift card for either
Target or Walmart. Donations are still
being accepted and can be put in the
collection or dropped off at the Parish Office. Please be
sure to mark the envelopes Christmas Basket.
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PASSAGES IN CHRIST
We Warmly Welcome Emmett & Carolyn
Bonner, Chris & Allison Dunn (and their son
Connor), Catherine Freel, Tommy & Clare Furlong
(and their sons Thomas & Sean),Caroline Nsaigha,
and Tommy Paugh & Krystal Kesselman (and their
children Maverick & Jasmine) who have become
members of the Saint Katharine Drexel faith community.
We are grateful for the new life they bring to our parish.
We Pray in Hope that God’s healing power may touch
those who are sick, especially Richard Aldrich, Jim Beck,
Mary Ann Bokuniewicz, Catherine M. Bond, David Braden,
Debbie Brown, George Brown, Grace Brown, James
Campbell, Kathryn Campbell, Beth Cangemi, Chris
Carpentier, Maria Danver, Jim Darby, Olivia Dowell,
Mansuet D’Souza, Bernadette Fallon, Marion Embrey, Anne
Essig, Paul Essig, John Gallant, Peg Garguilo, John
Gregoire, Patricia Harrington, Craig Hathaway, Anne Inge,
Connie Johnson, Cameron Krauszer, Francine Leutz, Cam
Louden, Xia Martinez, Marina Mayo, Louise McAleavy,
Natalie McMaster, Dan Myers, Kenji Nomura, Claire
O'Donnell, Peg O'Hara, Jace Quinn, Jean Smith, Jacqueline
Speelman, Andrew Steck, Judy Wahl, Hal Waxter, Rita
Weygandt, & Joyce Wolfe. May our prayers offer them
inner strength.
We Pray in Trust that all who have died will be welcomed
into the peace of God’s Kingdom, especially Jean Rutledge,
Milton Luck (brother of Ted Luck), Barbara Karczmarek
(sister-in-law of Allen Karczmarek) & Dolores Eriksen (aunt
of Trish Whipp & Christine Coté). With Christ they journey
to new life.
Please contact the Parish Office with your prayer requests.

A Caregiver Support Group is Forming. Beginning in
January, we will host a support group for parishioners
caring for senior members of the community.
We will meet at Saint Katharine Drexel on the
2nd Wednesday of the month, at a time to be
determined. If you are involved in caring for a
family member, either daily or periodically or even long
distance, come and join us to talk and to gain support. To
learn more about this caregiver journey, to join the group,
or to specify the time you would prefer, please contact Edi
Stewart (301-815-5403) or email edistewart@verizon.net.
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HOUSE WARMING GIFTS
CAMPAIGN REPORT

Having raised the funds to construct our new church
building (with the help of a mortgage), now we have
begun to work together in furnishing our new church
home. Thanks to all those who are so generously
making this possible through "house warming" gifts!
House Warming Gifts Available........................ 391
House Warming Gifts Sponsored ..................... 380
Percent of Gifts Sponsored ..................................... 97%
Total of Cash Pledged ..................................... $813,070
Total of Cash Received.................................... $507,705
Campaign brochures are available at the
Information Center, and an updated list of
available items is on our parish website.

The Pastoral Council met on 6 December for their
annual Christmas pot-luck dinner and business meeting.
New council members Patrick Dugan, Kim Johnson,
Miguel Parkins, and Samantha Sutterman introduced
themselves. Retiring members Patrick Haley, Bob
Landry, and Jan Scudiero reflected on their time with the
pastoral council and were thanked by the remaining
members for their dedication. Father keith discussed the
new church Dedication Mass, and then reported that
the construction company is working on the punch list
for the new church and issues are being addressed as
quickly as possible. The large crucifix and two more
stained glass windows should be installed before
Christmas. The next meeting is 3 January 2017 at
7:00 PM in the Media Center.
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist are
available to bring communion to sick or
homebound parishioners in their homes. If
you or a member of your family would like
to arrange a visit, please call the Parish
Office.

FREDERICK COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
SAINT JOHN REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL (Frederick):Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K-8, 301-662-6722 www.sjrcs.org
VISITATION ACADEMY (Frederick): Girls Elementary Pre K-8, 301-662-2814 www.thevisitationacademy.org
MOTHER SETON SCHOOL (Emmitsburg): Co-Ed Elementary Pre K-8, 301-447-3161 www.mothersetonschool.org
ST. THOMAS MORE ACADEMY (Middletown): Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K3-8, 240-490-5479 stmamd.org
SAINT JOHN’S CATHOLIC PREP (Buckeystown) Co-Ed Secondary, 301-662-4210 www.saintjohnsprep.org
MOUNT ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY (Emmitsburg) Undergraduate and Graduate, 301-447-5214 www.msmary.edu
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Catholic Schools

Youth Ministry

 St. John Regional Catholic School
Story Time Tots: Our next story time will take place
on Monday 9 January from 8:30–9:30 AM. This
program is for 2, 3, and 4 year olds with a STEM
activity followed by refreshments. The theme for
January is "Snow Crystals." The program is free and
open to the community. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. For more information,
please call Sheila Evers (301-662-6722) or email
severs@sjrcs.org.

 Mother Seton School
We are currently looking for qualified
substitute school bus drivers to make
Taneytown or Frederick runs to and from
Emmitsburg. If you are interested in this
position, please contact
sisterjoan@mothersetonschool.org.

Scholarship Information
Drexel Essay Contest takes place each fall. A $1,000
college scholarship and a $500 high school
scholarship will be awarded to two Saint
Katharine Drexel parishioners on the basis of
their essay. Completed application, essay,
and letter of reference must be returned to
Saint Katharine Drexel Scholarship Committee
by 15 January 2017. Essay contest rules
and application are available by contacting the Parish
Business Manager Michael O'Connor at
skdmanager@saintdrexel.org.
Knights of Columbus Scholarships: The Maryland
State Council of the Knights of Columbus is the sponsor of
several scholarships for college and high
school students. To obtain an application or
specific information, visit www.kofc-md.org
or write to Maryland State Council, Knights
of Columbus, State Scholarship Committee,
c/o Phil Asplen, 2525 Pot Spring RD, L-503, Timonium, MD
21093. The deadline for receipt of the scholarship
application is 1 February 2017.
v
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Soup Kitchen Service Project at the Frederick
Community Action Agency in downtown Frederick on
Friday 6 January and Friday
13 January from 5:00– 7:00 PM. This
activity is open to all middle and high
school youth. Parents must accompany
anyone under the age of 14. Families are encouraged to
participate, but no one under 11 years of age is allowed
to participate. Please go to
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090C45ADAD29A1FB-soup
or email skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org.
Teen Help Needed at First Saturday Babysitting:
Our next youth ministry-sponsored babysitting service
occurs on Saturday 7 January from 5:00–9:00 PM in
the church nursery. Teen and adult help is needed.
Teens must be Worthy of the Call trained and adults
must be STAND trained. This is a great opportunity for
confirmation candidates or those looking to fulfill high
school learning requirements. Contact Leah for more
information at skdassociate@saintdrexel.org.
Let it Snow . . We are again putting together a team of
volunteers who would be willing to clear the entrance to
church when it is snowing at Mass time this winter on
Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning.
Whenever it has stopped snowing (more
than 2"), a snow removal company is
contracted to clear our property. But if it
is actually snowing during the time of
Mass, we have been blessed with volunteers the last few
years who help to keep the church entrance clear,
especially for our more senior members to get to Mass.
If you could help in this way, please contact Jim
McGaughran at mcgsjim@comcast.net.
St. Vincent de Paul: Today we celebrate the feast of
Christmas and hear how the shepherds found Mary and
Joseph and the infant lying in the manger. Then they
left glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen. Your gifts to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
through the poor box helped those who are poor and
suffering to find Emmanuel, and they also came to know
that "God is with us."

SOCIAL OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES of Frederick County provides individual, couple, and family counseling at several locations. Call 301-898-7900 for an appt.
FREDERICK FOOD BANK is the recipient of non-perishable food items placed in the baskets located near the entrances before Mass each weekend.
FREDERICK RESCUE MISSION is the recipient of clean and usable clothing placed in the receptacles located near the rest rooms each weekend.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides financial assistance to those in need through donations to the poor box. For assistance call 301-662-4676.
HELPING HANDS links parishioners with other parishioners needing help with errands, transportation, household task, etc. Call 301-360-9581.
PROJECT RACHEL offers women and men suffering from abortion trauma a confidential referral to trained counselors and clergy to sort through unresolved feelings and
conflicts. Call 410-354-6900 for help.
AUBURN CENTER is a 24-hour crisis pregnancy referral line supported by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Call 1-800-492-5530.
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WEEKDAY MASS READINGS

Mark Your Calendars!
 31 December  New Year's Eve Celebration
A concert and interfaith prayer service will be held at Saint
Katharine Drexel at 7:30 PM in the church The
concert will begin at 7:30 PM and the Interfaith
Service at 8:00 PM. A light reception will follow.
It will conclude in time to attend other New
Year's Eve events. Admission is free and
childcare will be provided (but reservations are required).
To reserve childcare, please call 301-360-9581, email Ana
Maria Alvarado at skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org, or visit
our parish website. This is a great way to start your New
Year off right!
 5 January  Drexel Voyager's Luncheon
The luncheon and trivia game scheduled for 5 January in
the church has been postponed until later in the year. The
next scheduled luncheon is at 11:30 AM on 2 February at
the Golden Corral. The speaker is Richard Griffin who will
provide an update on "What's Happening in Frederick."
During the Winter Months, you can find cancellation
information for meetings and events on our website
www.saintdrexel.org, or you can call
the Parish Office for a recorded
message. Whenever Frederick
County Public Schools are closed
(not delayed), there will be no
weekday Mass. Except in the event
of a major blizzard (when the
Archbishop exempts all Catholics from the obligation to
attend Mass) weekend Masses are always celebrated as
scheduled.
Lost and Found: Are you missing coats, sweaters, shoes,
umbrellas, toys, glasses, baby
bottles, or other personal items. If
so, please stop by the "lost and
found" table after Mass next
weekend. We have been
accumulating lost items for some
time and would like to return them
to their owners. Clothing items that are not claimed will be
donated to the Religious Coalition.

Monday 26 December ...............Acts 6:8-10/Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday 27 December ..................... 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a
Wednesday 28 December..........1 Jn 1:5–2-2/Mt 2:13-18
Thursday 29 December ............... 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35
Friday 30 December........................Sir 3:2-6/Mt 2:13-15
Saturday 1 January..................... 1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18
MASS INTENTIONS
Tuesday 12/27 9:15 AM.......................... Homer Miller
Thursday 12/29 10:30 AM......................Kenneth Landry
Friday 12/30
6:30 AM ........................ David Funsch
Saturday 12/31 5:00 PM ................Maria Loan Nguyen
Sunday 1/01
9:00 AM ................... SKD Parishioners
11:00 AM ..........................Jean Greene
Mass intentions may be scheduled to celebrate birthdays,
anniversaries, other special events, or the lives of deceased loved
ones. Please contact the Parish Office to make arrangements.

First Saturday Youth Ministry Childcare will take
place on Saturday 7 January from 5:00–9:00 PM in
the Nursery. All parents of children (infant to age 12)
are invited to take advantage of this opportunity to have
a date night out or to just enjoy some leisure time at
home without interruption. This is a
free service provided by our high
school youth. While payment for
childcare is not expected, donations
are appreciated and will be used to
offset the cost of Encounter and
other youth ministry activities.
In addition to First Saturday Youth Ministry Babysitting,
we now offer Children's Liturgy of the Word
(CLOW) and Kate's Kids on the first Saturday of the
month at the 5:00 PM Mass. No RSVP is required for
CLOW and Kate's Kids, but is required for babysitting to
skdassociate@saintdrexel.org.
Altar Server Training: If you have a child who is in
fifth grade and is interested in becoming
an Altar Server, please contact Lisa
Wrzesinski at lisa@wrzesinski.net to signup for training on Saturday 14 January
2017 from 2:00–4:00 PM in the church.

SOCIAL OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES of Frederick County provides individual, couple, and family counseling at several locations. Call 301-898-7900 for an appt.
FREDERICK FOOD BANK is the recipient of non-perishable food items placed in the baskets located near the entrances before Mass each weekend.
FREDERICK RESCUE MISSION is the recipient of clean and usable clothing placed in the receptacles located near the rest rooms each weekend.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides financial assistance to those in need through donations to the poor box. For assistance call 301-662-4676.
HELPING HANDS links parishioners with other parishioners needing help with errands, transportation, household task, etc. Call 301-360-9581.
PROJECT RACHEL offers women and men suffering from abortion trauma a confidential referral to trained counselors and clergy to sort through unresolved feelings and
conflicts. Call 410-354-6900 for help.
AUBURN CENTER is a 24-hour crisis pregnancy referral line supported by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Call 1-800-492-5530.
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To Celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, we are
planning multi-cultural Masses on 7/8 January to
celebrate the many nations around the world from which
we come as parishioners. We have
flags from many nations hanging in
the narthex to represent our various
heritages. To have your nation of origin represented that
weekend, we are asking for donations to cover the
expense of purchasing these flags. Fill out the form
located at the Welcome Center or on the parish web site
and indicate your requested country. Forms are also
available in the Parish Office. Please check this form for
other ways to be involved in this celebration of the Feast
of the Epiphany.
Attention: All Parish Volunteers! Through the
leadership of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, our parish
has made revisions to the Child and Youth Protection
Policy which guides employees and volunteers in creating
a safe environment for all members of our parish
community, especially our children and youth. This
policy applies to all employees, adult volunteers
(18 and over), and youth volunteers
(14–17), whether or not they have
substantial contact with children.
Please note that all adult volunteers (18 and older) are
requested to create a personal account at
www.shieldthevulnerable.org, our compliance
management system. Adults and youth (14–17) should
visit our website, www.saintdrexel.org, and click on
Giving Selflessly, and then Becoming a Volunteer, for
more information or stop by the Information Center and
pick up a flier. Thanks for your assistance in helping our
parish ensure a safe environment for all its members.
Our Property Management Committee has guided
the development and maintenance of our property for
the last decade as it has been jointly used by our parish
and Saint John Regional Catholic School. The school
building itself is maintained by the school. Our parish
now has a anew building to maintain, and so we would
like to expand the expertise on our committee in order to
develop a maintenance plan and respond to immediate
needs. Please contact our business manager Michael
O'Connor if you would be willing to serve our parish in
this way, and have expertise in any of the following
areas: HVAC, Electricity, Plumbing, Landscaping, or
Building Envelopes.

At Home With the Word 2017, the book of weekly
scripture readings for Mass is available at the Welcome
Center. The cost of the book is $8. A large print edition is
also available for $12.
Also available is Abide in My Word
2017, the book of daily readings and
the price is $10.
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Social Justice
The Religious Coalition Emergency Family Shelter
is in need of "Shield the Vulnerable" trained parishioners
to volunteer during an evening shift
(6:00–8:00/10:00 PM or an overnight
shift (10:00 PM–6:00 AM) at local
churches. There will always be a
Religious Coalition staff person on site
for each shift, each week night. The
shelter will be open 7 nights a week, every week. That's
a lot of volunteers! If you are interested, please email
Kathryn Welty at Kfwelty@aol.com or stop by the Social
Justice Ministry table the first weekend of each month.
Donations are also needed to assist families with
"Startup" supplies as they prepare to move to
permanent housing.
A Pro Bono Day, sponsored by The Community
Foundation of Frederick County, The Bar Association of
Frederick County, Frederick Community College, and
Maryland Legal Aid, will take place in the Student Center
of Frederick Community College, Building H on Tuesday
10 January 2017 from 4:00–8:00 PM. A Family Law
for the People Seminar will also be held from 3:00–6:00
PM. This is a great opportunity to discuss your civil legal
problems involving Maryland law one-on-one with
volunteer attorneys. For more information, contact Nina
Shore (240-575-5769) or email NShore@mdlab.org.
Minimum Required IRA Withdrawal Good News
The tax bill that the President signed in December 2015
permanently extended the tax saving provision related
to minimum required IRA distribution (RMD). If you are
70-1/2 or older and must take a withdrawal from your
(non-Roth) IRA funds for 2016, you can help your parish
and/or other charities by making a
direct transfer from your ITS to SKD
or another charity.
To take advantage, you must direct
your IRA custodian to make a
withdrawal from your IRA account
and have it transferred directly to Saint Katharine Drexel
(or other charities that you choose). You cannot make a
withdrawal directly payable to yourself and then make a
payment from those funds to a charity to get the benefit
of the distribution being non-taxable. Taking advantage
of this option may also keep some or all of your RMD
out of your adjusted gross income and could help you
avoid the Medicare high income surcharge or help make
less of your Social Security benefits taxable.
This is not intended as tax advice; for that, consult you
tax advisor.

Order for the Blessing of a Christmas Manger
SIGN OF THE CROSS
The family members gather around the manger to begin prayer.
INTRODUCTION
Leader: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we pause to bless this Christmas
manger scene. The practice of erecting such mangers was begun by Saint Francis of Assisi as
a means to proclaim the message of Christmas. When we look upon these figures, the
Christmas gospel comes alive and we are moved to rejoice in the mystery of the incarnation
of the Son of God. Let us now listen to the word of God.
SCRIPTURE READING
A member of the family reads Luke 2:1-8
INTERCESSIONS:
Leader: Let us ask for God’s blessing on this Christmas
manger and upon ourselves, that we who reflect on the
birth of Jesus may share in the salvation he
accomplished. The response to the intercessions is:
Come, Lord, dwell with us.
For the Church of God, as we recall the circumstances surrounding the birth of Christ, that we
may always proclaim his gift of new life for all people, we pray to the Lord:
For the world in which we live, that it may come to recognize Christ who was greeted by the
angels and shepherds, we pray to the Lord:
For our family and our home, that Christ who was laid in the manger may dwell with us
always, we pray to the Lord:
For all parents, that their love for their children may be modeled on that of the Virgin Mary
and Saint Joseph, we pray to the Lord:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: Let us now pray as our Lord Jesus Christ taught us:
PRAYER OF BLESSING
Leader (stretching out arm in blessing over manger): God of every nation and people, from
the very beginning of creation you have made manifest your love. When our need for a
Savior was great, you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy
and peace, justice, mercy, and love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger. May it
remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us
and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. (Amen.)
Leader: May Christ our God enlighten our hearts and minds, now and forever. (Amen.)
CONCLUDING SONG
The family sings together “O Come, All Ye faithful”.

We Give Thanks for Blessings Received in 2016
And Pray for Peace in the Coming Year for All!
Where: Saint Katharine Drexel Church
8428 Opossumtown Pike
Frederick, MD 21702
Program Highlights
7:30 PM – Musical concert
8:00 PM – Interfaith Prayer Service
9:00 PM – A reception of light finger food and refreshments
• The event concludes in time to reach other New Years’ Eve activities
• Evening childcare will be available (reservations requested)
• Ample Parking
Admission is free – All are Welcome!
• To make reservations for childcare arrangements:
Call: 301-360-9581
• Online Access : www.saintdrexel.org
Information: 301-360-9581 or stkatharinedrexel@saintdrexel.org
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