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Is God Here? Yes, at Taste of Africa!
Our Advent focus this year is “Is God Here?” This invites us to reflect on
our search for God both in our own daily lives and in our world today.
While there are times that God may seem hard to find, others bring us the
clear vision of God’s presence. Last weekend we celebrated our annual
Taste of Africa. This event, coordinated by our African Faith Community
(AFC), was a chance to celebrate the rich cultural heritage of our parishioners from African and of African descent. In the music, dancing, food
and the warmth of the community we all felt a definite “YES!” to the
question, “Is God here?” Thank you to the AFC for a wonderful evening!

MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Katharine Drexel parish
pledges to be a
EucharistEucharist-centered,
welcoming community,
forming loving disciples,
giving selflessly
in realization of
the Kingdom of God.
WEEKEND MASS
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8428 Opossumtown Pike
Frederick, MD 21702
Phone: 301-360-9581
Fax: 301-360-9582
Email: stkatharinedrexel@saintdrexel.org
Website: www.saintdrexel.org
www.facebook.com/saintkatharinedrexel
Wifi Network: SKD Parishioners
Wifi Password: Katharine2016

A PLACE FOR YOU!
Interested in joining the parish or just
hearing more about us? Visit the
welcome page on our website at
www.saintdrexel.org/#/home/a-place-for-you
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LITURGY & PRAYER
Children's Ministries are available at the 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Mass on Sunday, and the 5:00 PM Mass on the first Saturday .
• Nursery (ages infant-3) in the Music Room
• Kate's Kids! (ages 3-5) in the Media Center
• Children's Liturgy of the Word (K-4) in the Chapel
Weekday Mass: Monday at 10:30 AM (2nd and 4th Monday
at Nursing Homes and all are welcome), Tuesday at
9:15 AM, Friday at 6:30 AM, Chapel
Exposition of the Eucharist:
Tuesday from 6:45 PM - 7:45 PM, Chapel
Wednesday from 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM, Chapel
Wednesday from 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Chapel
Thursday from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM, Chapel
Prayer Groups offer various opportunities for prayer:
• Contemplative Prayer: Sunday 7:00 PM, Chapel
• Rosary: Thursday 11:00 AM, Chapel
Pastoral Care of the Sick
• The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated twice a year
during weekend Masses. You are encouraged to make
an appointment for anointing prior to surgery.
• Please contact the parish office when a member of
your family is in the hospital or unable to attend Mass
and wishes to receive the Eucharist or be anointed.
Healing Prayer Team is available whenever you need
help asking God to bring spiritual, physical, relational, or
emotional wholeness to your life. Contact Edi Stewart at
301-815-5403 or edistewart@verizon.net for an
appointment.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:30 PM 4:30 PM, Chapel (or any time by appointment)

Next Weekend (4 December 2016)
Scripture Readings
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-9
Matthew 3:1-12
Second Collection:
Building Fund/Mortgage
In the Gathering Space
Gift Cards
Katie's Ladies Tree Raffle
Christmas Pageant Sign-up
Kate's Cinema, a movie discussion group will be
showing "Joyeux Noel" on Saturday
3 December at 6:15 PM in the Music
Room. This heartwarming movie, set in
World War I, tells the true story of a
Christmas Eve cease fire between the
German and British forces. There will be
free snacks and beverages.
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PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor, Rev. Keith Boisvert
skdpastor@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Kevin Kulesa
skddeacon2@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Tim Moore
skddeacon3@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Jeff Sutterman
skddeacon@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Ana Maria Alvarado
skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Leah Huber
skdassociate@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Brian McCrohan
skdassociate2@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Kathy Moore
skdassociate4@saintdrexel.org
Immigrant Outreach/Formation, Alexis Zabsonre
skdformation@saintdrexel.org
Music Director, Daniel Owens
skdmusic@saintdrexel.org
Parish Business Manager, Michael O’Connor
skdmanager@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Nancy Whitmore
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Kathy Tolino
skdassistant@saintdrexel.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jan Scudiero, President
Trish Bodine, Vice President
Pat O'Connor, Recording Secretary
Barbara Stastny, Corresponding Secretary
Greg Anderson
Jack Cahaney
Patrick Haley
Marie-Ange Kasende
Bob Landry
Ken Morrow
Ricardo Samuda
skdcouncil@saintdrexel.org

CORPORATORS
Mary Beth Clark

Steve Heine

Last Weekend (20 November 2016)
Attendance at Mass.........................................1,162
Registered Households ..................................... 904
Number of Parishioners ..................................3,002
Weekly Offering
Envelopes .............................................. $3,475.50
Electronic Transfer ................................. $5,721.00
Loose .................................................... $1,184.20
Total.................................................... $10,380.80
Other Offerings
Poor Box................................................... $451.78
Food Bank Items ..............................................195
Campaign for Human Development ......... $1,709.77
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Fr. Keith’s Korner
The season of Advent this year invites us to
reflect on our awareness of God's presence in the
world, in the people around us, and in the events of our
daily lives. It is through time spent in prayer that we
are better able to recognize the presence of the divine in
the midst of the ordinary. I hope that you will allow
this alertness to grow within you by making a
commitment to regular prayer during Advent.
We are providing several Advent booklets for
home use. In addition, you can prepare the scripture
readings as a family before coming to Mass each week
with the aid of the booklet "At Home With the Word"
(available at the Book Store). If you come to weekend
Mass early during Advent, you can join in the rosary
and enjoy some reflective prayer. You may also want to
listen to God speaking to you during one of several
opportunities for Eucharistic Exposition in our chapel
on weekdays-- or better yet, make a commitment to
weekday Mass whenever you are able.
As we conclude the Year of Mercy proclaimed by
Pope Francis, we are welcoming this weekend many of
our younger parishioners to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for the first time. Please pray for them,
that they may learn to share that same forgiveness
generously with others in daily life.
Someone asked again whose relics were sealed
beneath the altar during our Dedication Mass. We
were able to include relics from Saint Katharine
Drexel, as well as Saint Elizabeth Anne Seton, who
lived right here in Frederick County. Also included
was a relic from Saint Raymond Nonnatus, whose
name means "not-born". He was taken from his
mother's womb after her death. He lived in the 1200s
and had a difficult life. Google his name to learn more.
Please note two other Advent activities: Blessing
of Oplatki wafers this coming Saturday, and our
Advent Calendar Giving Box household project. More
information about both is included in this bulletin.

Fr. Keith
Membership Information is available on the second
Sunday of each month at 10:15 AM in the Media Center
at our Prospective Parishioner Orientation Session.
Please attend if you wish to register as a parishioner.
Bulletin Notices must be submitted electronically to
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org ten days before you
want your announcement to appear in the bulletin.

27 November 2016

This Week in Our Parish
Sunday 27 November
10:15 AM Children's Choir Rehearsal..... Brockway Room
10:15 AM RCIA......................................... Parish Office
5:00 PM First Reconciliation Service .................. Church
Monday 28 November
10:30 AM Weekday Mass ............................ Homewood
7:00 PM Bible Study ............................... Parish Office
7:30 PM Knights of Columbus..................Media Center
Tuesday 29 November
9:15 AM Weekday Mass ................................... Chapel
10:00 AM Bible Study .............................. Parish Office
7:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal ........... Brockway Room
Wednesday 30 November
6:00 PM Youth Band .......................... Brockway Room
Thursday 1 December
11:30 AM Voyager's Luncheon............ Dutch's Daughter
7:00 PM Boy Scouts................................. Music Room
Friday 2 December
6:30 AM Weekday Mass ................................... Chapel
Saturday
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
6:15 PM

3 December
Blessing of Oplatki .............................. Chapel
First Saturday Babysitting ..................Nursery
Kate's Cinema ............................ Music Room

Sunday 4 December
10:15 AM Children's Choir Rehearsal..... Brockway Room
10:15 AM RCIA......................................... Parish Office
12:00 PM African Faith Community ............. McElroy Hall
12:30 PM Confirmation Sponsor Only.........Media Center
12:30 PM Christmas Pageant Rehearsal ................Stage
5:30 PM TGIF.......................................... McElroy Hall
5:30 PM Baptism Preparation .................. Parish Office

NEW Church Building NEWS
As we get accustomed to being in our new church
building, and the new opportunities it affords us, please:

•
•

•

be aware that a large window and TV screen in
the Drexel Place area of Kate's Cafe is a place
where crying infants can be taken during Mass;
bless yourself from the flowing holy water wall
fonts as you enter the nave to recall your
baptism; explain to children why we do this;
try to maintain a spirit of prayer before Mass
after taking your seat; we're blessed with a
spacious narthex for visiting and refreshments!

We give thanks to God for the blessing of our new place
of worship!
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception will be
celebrated on Thursday 8 December and
is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be
celebrated in the church at 8:30 AM and
7:00 PM.
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PASSAGES IN CHRIST
We Welcome in Faith Addison Elizabeth
Mongan, Mabelle Kay Moore, and Timothy Joseph
Moore, II, who were initiated into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament of Baptism this
weekend. May our daily example of prayer and service
help young people to grow as faithful members of
Christ’s Body.
We Pray in Hope that God’s healing power may touch
those who are sick, especially Richard Aldrich, Jim Beck,
Robert Blatchley, Mary Ann Bokuniewicz, Catherine M.
Bond, David Braden, Debbie Brown, George Brown, Grace
Brown, Kathryn Campbell, Beth Cangemi, Chris Carpentier,
Maria Danver, Jim Darby, Olivia Dowell, Mansuet D’Souza,
Marion Embrey, Enriquez Family, Anne Essig, Paul Essig,
John Gallant, Peg Garguilo, Patricia Harrington, Craig
Hathaway, Anne Inge, Connie Johnson, Cameron Krauszer,
Francine Leutz, Cam Louden, Xia Martinez, Marina Mayo,
Louise McAleavy, Natalie McMaster, Dan Myers, Claire
O'Donnell, Peg O'Hara, Jace Quinn, Jean Smith, Jacqueline
Speelman, Andrew Steck, Jean Claude Tchoula, Judy Wahl,
George Waxter, Hal Waxter, Rita Weygandt, & Joyce
Wolfe. May our prayers offer them inner strength.
We Pray in Trust that all who have died will be welcomed
into the peace of God’s Kingdom, especially Jo Ann
Cradock and Raymond Ott (brother of Patricia Kunst). With
Christ they journey to new life.
Please contact the Parish Office with your prayer requests.

Additional Babysitting Service: To accommodate the
holiday hustle and bustle, the SKD youth ministry is
offering a second babysitting
service during the month of
December. Parents are welcome
to use one of both services. The
second service is offered on
Saturday 10 December from
5:00–9:00 PM. This is in addition
to the First Saturday babysitting service on 3 December.
This is a free service, but donations are gratefully
accepted. An RSVP is required by contacting Leah at
skdassociate@saintdrexel.org. Please spread the word to
friends and neighbors.
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HOUSE WARMING GIFTS
CAMPAIGN REPORT

Having raised the funds to construct our new church
building (with the help of a mortgage), now we have
begun to work together in furnishing our new church
home. Thanks to all those who are so generously
making this possible through "house warming" gifts!
House Warming Gifts Available....................... 391
House Warming Gifts Sponsored ................ 372.33
Percent of Gifts Sponsored ..................................... 95%
Total of Cash Pledged ..................................... $747,820
Total of Cash Received.................................... $436,327
Campaign brochures are available at the
Information Center, and an updated list of
available items is on our parish website.

Congratulations to the four newly elected members of
the Pastoral Council, Patrick Dugan, Kim Johnson, Miguel
Parkins, and Samantha Sutterman, who will begin
serving in January 2017. Many thanks to all candidates
who offered themselves in service to our parish
community and to all who took time to review the
resumes and prayerfully discern our parish leadership for
the future.
An Interfaith New Year’s Eve Celebration will be
held on Saturday 31 December
and the Frederick community is
invited. We are in need of an
assortment of finger foods such as
mini sandwiches, cold appetizers,
fruit and vegetable trays, cookies,
bars, and mini desserts. Sign-up in
the Gathering Space after Mass from
26/27 November–17/18 December. For more
information or to sign-up, please call Patty Cool
(301-694-0491).

FREDERICK COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
SAINT JOHN REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL (Frederick):Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K-8, 301-662-6722 www.sjrcs.org
VISITATION ACADEMY (Frederick): Girls Elementary Pre K-8, 301-662-2814 www.thevisitationacademy.org
MOTHER SETON SCHOOL (Emmitsburg): Co-Ed Elementary Pre K-8, 301-447-3161 www.mothersetonschool.org
ST. THOMAS MORE ACADEMY (Middletown): Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K3-8, 240-490-5479 stmamd.org
SAINT JOHN’S CATHOLIC PREP (Buckeystown) Co-Ed Secondary, 301-662-4210 www.saintjohnsprep.org
MOUNT ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY (Emmitsburg) Undergraduate and Graduate, 301-447-5214 www.msmary.edu
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The Season of Advent

Catholic Schools
 St. John's Catholic Prep
We will be administering the High school Placement Test
(HSPT) for current 8th grade students on Saturday
3 December. The doors will open at 8:30 AM and testing
will begin at 9:00 AM. The testing fee is $40. Preregistration is required for this test. Please visit
stusers.com/stusers/registration/static/baltimore.php by
1 December to register. Students currently enrolled in the
8th grade at an Archdiocese of Arlington or Washington
school take the test at their middle school. Students do
not need to take both tests. All other interested students
are required to take the placement test. Prospective
students can visit St. John's at www.saintsjohnprep.org or
call the school (301-662-4210) for more information.
St. John's is a Catholic, coeducational college preparatory
high school located at 3989 Buckeystown Pike,
Buckeystown, MD.

 Mother Seton School
We are currently looking for qualified substitute school bus
drivers to make Taneytown or Frederick runs to and from
Emmitsburg. If you are interested in this position, please
contact sisterjoan@mothersetonschool.org.
Drexel Essay Contest takes place each fall. A $1,000
college scholarship and a $500 high school
scholarship will be awarded to two Saint
Katharine Drexel parishioners on the basis of
their essay. Completed application, essay,
and letter of reference must be returned to
Saint Katharine Drexel Scholarship
Committee by 15 January 2017. Essay
contest rules and application are available by
contacting the Parish Business Manager Michael O'Connor
at skdmanager@saintdrexel.org.
When Planning Your Christmas Schedule, please be
aware that the Christmas Eve 4:00 PM Mass is our most
crowded Mass, and plan to attend one of the other
Christmas Masses if at all possible. On Christmas Eve,
Masses are celebrated at 4:00, 6:00, and 8:00 PM. On
Christmas Day, Mass is celebrated at 10.00 AM.

"Is God Here?"
Remembering Mary, who was preparing for the birth
of her son Jesus, we will pray the Rosary before Mass
during Advent. Please come twenty minutes early if you
would like to join in this Advent prayer. Everyone is
asked to respect this time of quiet prayer when entering
the worship space for Mass beginning next weekend.
The Advent Wreath will be lit each at each Mass by
new parishioners. Please remain seated during the
opening hymn until the wreath has been lit and the
cantor indicates it is time to stand.
Advent Calendar Giving Boxes can be used at home
to observe the season in preparation for Christmas.
Instructions for creating your box can be found on our
parish website www.saintdrexel.org.
Two Advent Booklets are provided for prayer at
home: one for adults for personal reflection, and one for
families with special activities.
Blessing of Oplatki Christmas Wafers will take place
in the Chapel on Saturday 3 December at 10:00 AM.
Why not begin a beautiful family Christmas tradition?
The sharing of Oplatki at the family Christmas meal
mirrors our Eucharist. It is a meaningful way to break
bread, forgive one another, and bless each family
member. The Oplatki may even be mailed to family and
friends across the miles.
First Saturday Youth Ministry Childcare will take
place on Saturday 3 December from 5:00–9:00 PM in
the Nursery. All parents of children (infant to age 12)
are invited to take advantage of this opportunity to have
a date night out or to just enjoy some leisure time at
home without interruption. This is a free service
provided by our high school youth. While payment for
childcare is not expected, donations are appreciated. In
addition to babysitting,, we now offer Children's
Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) and Kate's Kids on the
first Saturday of the month at the 5:00 PM Mass. No
RSVP is required for CLOW and Kate's Kids, but is
required for babysitting to skdassociate@saintdrexel.org.

SOCIAL OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES of Frederick County provides individual, couple, and family counseling at several locations. Call 301-898-7900 for an appt.
FREDERICK FOOD BANK is the recipient of non-perishable food items placed in the baskets located near the entrances before Mass each weekend.
FREDERICK RESCUE MISSION is the recipient of clean and usable clothing placed in the receptacles located near the rest rooms each weekend.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides financial assistance to those in need through donations to the poor box. For assistance call 301-662-4676.
HELPING HANDS links parishioners with other parishioners needing help with errands, transportation, household task, etc. Call 301-360-9581.
PROJECT RACHEL offers women and men suffering from abortion trauma a confidential referral to trained counselors and clergy to sort through unresolved feelings and
conflicts. Call 410-354-6900 for help.
AUBURN CENTER is a 24-hour crisis pregnancy referral line supported by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Call 1-800-492-5530.
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Mark Your Calendars!
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WEEKDAY MASS READINGS

 16 December  "Almost Christmas" Pageant
Celebrate the true meaning of Christmas and enjoy the
children's Christmas pageant, carol sing-along, and light refreshments. The program
begins at 7:00 PM. Each family is asked to
bring a plate of cookies to share. For
information about the pageant, please contact Margaret
Moos at mmoos@comcast.net or call 240-285-5524.
 31 December  New Year's Eve Celebration
A concert and interfaith prayer service will be held at Saint
Katharine Drexel on Saturday 31 December at 7:30 PM
in the church The concert will begin at 7:30
PM and the Interfaith Service at
8:00 PM. A light reception will follow. It will
conclude in time to attend other New Year's
Eve events. Admission is free and childcare
will be provided (but reservations are
required). To reserve childcare, please call
301-360-9581 or visit our parish website. This is a great
way to start your New Year off right!
Katie's Ladies Christmas Tree Raffle: Don't miss your
chance to purchase the "winning" ticket.
Ticket sales will take place through Sunday
11 December and the winning ticket will be
drawn after the 11:00 AM Mass. There will be
over $500 in gift cards and cash decorating
the tree. Tickets are $2 for 1, $5 for 3, and @10 for 10. All
proceeds benefit the Church mortgage fund. If you have
questions, contact Bobbi Makuch (240-457-1704) or
Monica Karczmarek (301-696-8806). In addition to raffle
tickets, you will find Katie's Ladies cookbooks, hand
decorated dish towels, chocolate spoons, and cocoa mix
for gift giving.
Annual "Almost Christmas" Pageant Sign-ups will
take place in the Gathering
Space on the weekend of
26/27 November. If you
have questions or need more
information, please contact
Margaret Moos at mmoos@comcast.net or call
240-285-5524.

Monday 28 November ........................Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday 29 November ................Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday 30 November ........ Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22
Thursday 1 December..................... Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:2128
Friday 2 December .................... Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-21
Saturday 3 December .............Is 30:19-21/Mt 9:35–10:1
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 11/28 10:30 AM .......................... Martin Koskie
Tuesday 11/29 9:15 AM ......................... Draga Marusic
Friday 12/02
9:00 AM .............................Ann Malasky
Saturday 12/03 5:00 PM ..................... SKD Parishioners
Sunday 12/04 9:00 AM .............................. Jack Luteri
11:00 AM .......................... Len Corcoran
Mass intentions may be scheduled to celebrate birthdays,
anniversaries, other special events, or the lives of deceased loved
ones. Please contact the Parish Office.

Frederick Coupon Books are currently available at the
Gift Card Table. The cost is $25 and the Mortgage Fund
receives $10 from every coupon book sale. The coupons
are valid now through December 2017. There are
coupons for over 50 restaurants, Weis Market &
Safeway, Frederick Keys, Skate Frederick, major
retailers, car rentals, travel discounts, bowling, children's
activities, and many other retailers.
2016 Christmas Basket Program: This program is an
outreach of food and gifts to needy families in the area
around St. Gregory the Great parish in
Baltimore. We are committed to helping 100
families by providing each with a $100 gift
card to Target or Walmart. Envelopes are
available at the Information Center. Donations in any
amount can be made (checks should be made payable
to SKD Christmas Basket). Envelopes may be mailed to
the parish office, placed in the offertory basket, or
dropped off at the Welcome Center or the parish office
up until Monday 19 December.

At Home With the Word 2017, the book of weekly
Mass readings is available at the Welcome Center. The
cost of the book is $8. Also available is Abide in My
Word 2017, the book of daily readings and the price is
$10.

SOCIAL OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES of Frederick County provides individual, couple, and family counseling at several locations. Call 301-898-7900 for an appt.
FREDERICK FOOD BANK is the recipient of non-perishable food items placed in the baskets located near the entrances before Mass each weekend.
FREDERICK RESCUE MISSION is the recipient of clean and usable clothing placed in the receptacles located near the rest rooms each weekend.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides financial assistance to those in need through donations to the poor box. For assistance call 301-662-4676.
HELPING HANDS links parishioners with other parishioners needing help with errands, transportation, household task, etc. Call 301-360-9581.
PROJECT RACHEL offers women and men suffering from abortion trauma a confidential referral to trained counselors and clergy to sort through unresolved feelings and
conflicts. Call 410-354-6900 for help.
AUBURN CENTER is a 24-hour crisis pregnancy referral line supported by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Call 1-800-492-5530.
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Youth Ministry

Social Justice

Soup Kitchen Service Project at the Frederick
Community Action Agency in downtown Frederick on
Friday 2 December and Friday 9 December from
5:00–7:00 PM. This activity is open to all middle and
high school youth. Parents must accompany anyone
under the age of 14. Families are encouraged to
participate, but no one under the age of 11. Go to
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090C45ADAD29A1FB-soup
or email skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org.

The Religious Coalition Emergency Family Shelter
is in need of "Shield the Vulnerable" trained parishioners
to volunteer during an evening
shift (6:00–8:00/10:00 PM or an
overnight shift (10:00 PM–6:00
AM) at local churches. There
will always be a Religious
Coalition staff person on site for
each shift, each week night.
The shelter will be open 7
nights a week, every week. That's a lot of volunteers!
If you are interested, please email Kathryn Welty at
Kfwelty@aol.com or stop by the Social Justice Ministry
table the first weekend of each month. Donations are
also needed to assist families with "Startup" supplies as
they prepare to move to permanent housing.

Teen Help Needed at First Saturday Babysitting:
Our next youth ministry-sponsored babysitting service
occurs on Saturday 3 December from 5:00–9:00 PM in
the church nursery. Teen and adult help is needed.
Teens must be Worthy of the Call trained and adults
must be STAND trained. This is a great opportunity for
confirmation candidates or those looking to fulfill high
school learning requirements. Contact Leah for more
information at skdassociate@saintdrexel.org.
High School Youth Ministry will meet after TGIF in
the Music Room from 7:00–8:00 PM on the following
Sundays: 4, 11, and 18 December. Participants are
asked to bring a donation to cover the cost of pizza.
Middle School Youth Ministry will meet after TGIF in
the Media Center from 7:00–8:00 PM on the following
Sundays: 4, 11, and 18 December. Participants are
asked to bring a donation to cover the cost of pizza.
Blessing of Expectant Parents: We will be offering a
blessing for expectant parents at the 11:00 AM Mass on
Saturday 17 December . If you
are expecting the birth of a child or
are in the process of adopting, we
hope you will take advantage of this
opportunity to be blessed and experience the support of
our faith community. If you plan to participate, please
email Brian McCrohan at skdassociate2@saintdrexel.org.
Electronic Funds Transfer: Have you considered
making your offertory contributions by
Electronic Funds Transfer? It may be
more convenient for you, and the
consistent stewardship benefits Saint
Katharine Drexel. While you are away for the holidays or
on vacation, you can be content in knowing that your
pledge has been received and is contributing to the work
of our parish. Monthly stewardship envelopes are also
available instead of the weekly ones, if you prefer to
write a check only once a month. Just pick up a form at
the Information Center or in the Parish Office to make
the change to electronic funds transfer or monthly
envelopes.

Maryland Catholic Advocacy Network is an emailbased system that alerts members to public policy issues
of concern to the Church community and directly
connects them with legislators to make their voices
heard. Individual parishioners may sign up at
www.mdcatholic.org/CAN.
Alternative Giving Catalog: Are you looking for some
holiday gift/donation suggestions? The
Saint Katharine Drexel Social Justice
Ministry encourages your support of area
community agencies this holiday season.
They have prepared a catalog listing
agencies in need of assistance in
Frederick County. Stop by the Gift Card Table and pick
up a copy. Your gift will help a local family in need.
Minimum Required IRA Withdrawal Good News
The tax bill that the President signed in December 2015
permanently extended the tax saving provision related
to minimum required IRA withdrawals that were
previously extended each year. If you are 70-1/2 or
older and must make a withdrawal from your (non-Roth)
IRA funds for 2016, you have the opportunity to both
get a tax deduction as well as help your parish and/or
other charities.
To take advantage, you must make a withdrawal from
an IRA account and have it transferred by the holding
financial institution directly to Saint Katharine Drexel
(and/or other charities that you choose). You cannot
make a withdrawal directly payable to yourself and then
make a payment from those funds to a charity to get the
tax benefit.
This is not intended as tax advice; for that, consult you
tax advisor.

Begin a Family Christmas Tradition this Season!
Blessing and Distribution of Oplatki Christmas Wafers
Saturday 3 December 10:00 AM10:30 AM
Parish Chapel
Oplatki (pronounced “O-pwaht-kee”) is a Christmas Blessing shared by families
gathered together for their Christmas meal. The tradition originated in Poland,
and quickly spread throughout Eastern Europe and to America, where we
commonly refer to the tradition as “Christmas Wafers.”
Blessed Christmas Wafers are sacramental reminders of our Eucharist.
Oplatki comes from the Latin “Oblata,” or “offerings,” referring to the bread and
wine offered in the Eucharist. Oplatki are rectangular, unleavened bread,
decorated with a Christmas scene. Just as we share in the Eucharistic meal as
one family and receive Christ and His forgiveness and love, Oplatki allows for
families to gather at their Christmas meal and receive and share the love they
have for one another.
At the beginning of the Christmas Eve or Christmas meal, the
eldest member present takes the Oplatki, breaks a piece off,
and hands the piece to the person next to them. As the piece
is given, the giver asks for forgiveness for any wrongs, and
then offers the receiving person a blessing. The oplatki are
then handed to the next person, and the prayer continues
around the table. Some families add saying something you
like about the person before blessing them.
Oplatki are blessed bread (not consecrated!), and so may be shared with all
family members, regardless of faith or belief. They may even be mailed to
family members –for example in a Christmas card – who are not able to gather
at the Christmas meal.
Questions? E-mail Deacon Jeff at SKDDeacon@saintdrexel.org

Advent Adult Faith Formation Gatherings
During Advent we will be offering three unique Sunday evening
events to encourage our adults to deepen their experience of the
season. Attend one, two, or all three as your schedule allows! Each
event will begin at 5:30 PM and end by 7:00 PM.

4 December – Advent Rituals and Traditions
(Facilitated by Don Henderson)
Advent is a season which perhaps more than any other is celebrated in
the home. We decorate our space and prepare ourselves with Advent
calendars, Advent wreaths, Nativity scenes, Jesse trees and a number
of culturally significant traditions. What are the Advent traditions that
you were raised with, and what is the deeper meaning of them?
This event will be held in McElroy Hall in the school.

11 December – Lessons and Carols
(Facilitated by Daniel Owens)
Join us for an evening of music and prayer! The Festival of Lessons
and Carols is a service of Scripture and song that dates to the late
19th century. In this service, we listen to Scripture lessons which
recount the Fall, the promise of a Messiah, the Incarnation, and the
Great Commission to preach the Good News. Each lesson is
followed by a carol or other song that reflects on the lesson’s
message and a brief prayer. Bring a plate of cookies to share during
a time of fellowship at the end of the service.
This event will be held in the church.

18 December–Our New Church: A Guided Tour
(Facilitated by Jo Bowersox)
Having enjoyed our dedication Mass and a few weekends in our new
church the surroundings are starting to feel a little more like home.
Perhaps you have wondered though why there is a drain in the floor
near the baptismal font, or who created the wooden rendition of our
logo and mission statement, or who is depicted in each of the stained
glass windows or you have always wondered what a sacrarium is
and where you can find it. Join us for a guided tour of the church
explaining the significance and meaning behind our new space.
This event will begin in the school hall, then proceed to the church.

Stay tuned for information about other upcoming adult faith formation opportunities
including our next set of Sunday evening events coming up on January 8, 15, and 22.
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