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Blessing of Animals
In celebration of the Feast of St. Francis which the Church marks
on 4 October our annual Blessing of Animals was held last Sunday.
Led by Deacon Kevin the assembled pets were individually blessed
with holy water and given a St. Francis medal for their collars. You
can read more about the life and ministry of St. Francis at
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-francis-of-assisi/

MISSION STATEMENT
Saint Katharine Drexel
parish pledges to be a
EucharistEucharist-centered,
welcoming community,
forming loving disciples,
giving selflessly
in realization of
the Kingdom of God.
WEEKEND MASS
Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM
PARISH OFFICE
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
8428 Opossumtown Pike
Frederick, MD 21702
Phone: 301-360-9581
Fax: 301-360-9582
Email: stkatharinedrexel@saintdrexel.org
Website: www.saintdrexel.org
www.facebook.com/saintkatharinedrexel
A PLACE FOR YOU!
Interested in joining the parish or just
hearing more about us? Visit the
welcome page on our website at
www.saintdrexel.org/#/home/a-place-for-you
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LITURGY & PRAYER
Children's Ministries are available at the 9:00 & 11:00 AM
Mass on Sunday.
• Nursery (ages infant-3) in the Music Room
• Kate's Kids! (ages 3-5) in the Media Center
• Children's Liturgy of the Word (K-4) in the Chapel
Weekday Mass: Monday at 10:30 AM (2nd and 4th Monday
at Nursing Homes and all are welcome), Tuesday at
9:15 AM, Friday at 6:30 AM, Chapel
Exposition of the Eucharist:
Tuesday from 6:45 PM - 7:45 PM, Chapel
Wednesday from 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM, Chapel
Wednesday from 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM, Chapel
Thursday from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM, Chapel
Prayer Groups offer various opportunities for prayer:
• Contemplative Prayer: Wednesday 7:00 PM, Chapel
• Rosary: Thursday 11:00 AM, Chapel
Pastoral Care of the Sick
• The Anointing of the Sick is celebrated twice a year
during weekend Masses. You are encouraged to make
an appointment for anointing prior to surgery.
• Please contact the parish office when a member of
your family is in the hospital or unable to attend Mass
and wishes to receive the Eucharist or be anointed.
Healing Prayer Team is available whenever you need
help asking God to bring spiritual, physical, relational, or
emotional wholeness to your life. Contact Edi Stewart at
301-815-5403 or edistewart@verizon.net for an
appointment.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:30 PM 4:30 PM, Chapel (or any time by appointment)

Next Weekend (16 October 2016)
Scripture Readings
Exodus 17:8-13
2 Timothy 3:14–4:2
Luke 18:1-8
Second Collection:
Building Fund/Mortgage
In the Gathering Space (After 9:00 11:00 AM):
Gift Cards
Taste of Africa/Italian Dinner
Christmas Greenery Orders
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner Sign-up
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at
Saint Katharine Drexel by Bishop Dennis
Madden next Saturday 15 October at
the 5:00 PM Mass. Please pray for our 28
candidates as they approach the
celebration of this important sacrament.

9 October 2016

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor, Rev. Keith Boisvert
skdpastor@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Kevin Kulesa
skddeacon2@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Tim Moore
skddeacon3@saintdrexel.org
Deacon, Jeff Sutterman
skddeacon@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Ana Maria Alvarado
skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Leah Huber
skdassociate@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Brian McCrohan
skdassociate2@saintdrexel.org
Pastoral Associate, Kathy Moore
skdassociate4@saintdrexel.org
Immigrant Outreach/Formation, Alexis Zabsonre
skdformation@saintdrexel.org
Parish Business Manager, Michael O’Connor
skdmanager@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Nancy Whitmore
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org
Administrative Assistant, Kathy Tolino
skdassistant@saintdrexel.org
Music Director, Daniel Owens
skdmusic@saintdrexel.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jan Scudiero, President
Trish Bodine, Vice President
Pat O'Connor, Recording Secretary
Barbara Stastny, Corresponding Secretary
Greg Anderson
Jack Cahaney
Patrick Haley
Marie-Ange Kasende
Bob Landry
Ken Morrow
Ricardo Samuda
skdcouncil@saintdrexel.org

CORPORATORS
Mary Beth Clark

Steve Heine

Last Weekend (2 October 2016)
Attendance at Mass........................................... 984
Registered Households ..................................... 904
Number of Parishioners ..................................3,002
Weekly Offering
Envelopes .............................................. $7,054.00
Electronic Transfer ................................. $5,721.00
Loose .................................................... $1,685.90
Total.................................................... $14,460.90
Other Offerings
Poor Box................................................... $261.00
Food Bank Items ..............................................111
Catholic School Tuition Assistance .............. $913.75
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Fr. Keith’s Korner
Our new church building will be equipped
with projection technology, and we are starting
an exciting new ministry to manage this technology
during weekend Masses. If you are able to operate
computer software and could join a team of volunteers
in this ministry, please see the announcement elsewhere
in this bulletin. Parishioners of all ages (high school
and older) are welcome.
The power of the Holy Spirit in our lives is rarely
realized in its full potential. We are first touched by
that Spirit of God in the Sacrament of Baptism, and
then we typically have the opportunity to be renewed
in that power through the Sacrament of Confirmation.
The many choices we face in the world today can be
guided by the divine wisdom available through the
Holy Spirit. You are invited to witness 26 of our teens
and two young adults "be sealed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit" by Bishop Dennis Madden next weekend
at the 5:00 PM Saturday Mass. Let us pray that they
may be blessed by God's grace, peace and strength.
If you are a golfer, please consider joining our 4th
annual Golf Tournament on 24 October (sponsored by
the Knights of Columbus) which supports our Building
Fund. I also invite you to order some Holiday Greenery
(for yourself or as gifts) which helps support our annual
Volunteer Appreciation Party each spring. Tables in
the Gathering Space provide information and
registration/order forms for each of these activities.
It just so happens that our staff member Michael
O'Connor began his service to our parish ten years ago
this weekend (10-09-06), which then led me to discover
that Nancy Whitmore had her first day here ten years
ago in September (9-04-06). Brian McCrohan has been
with us for eleven years, and both Leah Huber and
Daniel Owens have been on our staff for twelve years.
From all of us, I wish to thank each one of them for
their talented and faithful service to our faith
community, for we are truly blessed by their presence.

Fr. Keith
Membership Information is available on the second
Sunday of each month at 10:15 AM in the Media Center
at our Prospective Parishioner Orientation Session.
Please attend if you wish to register as a parishioner.
Bulletin Notices must be submitted electronically to
skdadministration@saintdrexel.org ten days before you
want your announcement to appear in the bulletin.
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This Week in Our Parish
Sunday 9 October
10:15 AM RCIA................................ School Conf. Room
10:15 AM Children's Choir .......................... Music Room
12:00 PM African Faith Community .......................Stage
12:00 PM Make-up Homestudy Gathering ... Music Room
1:00 PM Confirmation Meeting. ...............Media Center
5:30 PM TGIF.......................................... McElroy Hall
Monday 10 October
10:30 AM Mass.......................... Citizens Nursing Home
4:30 PM Liturgy Planning Com................. Parish Office
7:00 PM Pastoral Council.......................... Music Room
7:30 PM
Knights of Columbus.................Media Center
Tuesday 11 October
9:15 AM
Mass ................................................ Chapel
7:00 PM
Adult Choir Rehearsal ................ Music Room
Wednesday 12 October
6:00 PM
Youth Band............................... Music Room
7:00 PM
Social Justice Com.................... Parish Office
7:00 PM
Venture Scouts.........................Media Center
Thursday 13 October
7:00 PM
Boy Scout Meeting .................... Music Room
Friday 14 October
6:30 AM Weekday Mass ................................... Chapel
Saturday 15 October
7:30 AM Red Cross Blood Drive ................ McElroy Hall
Sunday 16 October
10:15 AM RCIA................................ School Conf. Room
10:15 AM Children's Choir .......................... Music Room
5:30 PM TGIF.......................................... McElroy Hall
5:30 PM Baptism Preparation ......... School Conf. Room
The Pastoral Council Needs You! The 12 members of
the pastoral council meet monthly with
Fr. Keith to set goals for the parish and to
provide a sounding board for new ideas.
Each year, four members retire and four
new members are elected to a three-year
term. Biographical forms for candidates to
fill out are available on the parish website, at
www.saintdrexel.org, as well as at the Information
Center. Forms must be submitted to the parish office by
Monday 24 October. The election will be take place
the weekend of 19/20 November. Please consider
serving in this important ministry.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will
take place at the Masses on 22/23 October. Those
who are seriously ill, handicapped,
suffering from illness, anticipating surgery,
or experiencing the effects of aging are
eligible to receive the sacrament. Parish
nurses will be available for emergency assistance.
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PASSAGES IN CHRIST
We Warmly Welcome Andrew Gergel & Allie
Potter-Gergel (and their children Chelsea &
Jonah), Beaudoui Tchakounte & Carole
Tchatchoua (and their children Joel-Nathan, YanisMael, & Yana-Brielle), who have become members of
the Saint Katharine Drexel faith community. We are
grateful for the new life they bring to our parish.
We Pray in Hope that God’s healing power may touch
those who are sick, especially Richard Aldrich, Mary Ann
Bokuniewicz, David Braden, Debbie Brown, George Brown,
Grace Brown, Beth Cangemi, Chris Carpentier, Maria
Danver, Olivia Dowell, Mansuet D’Souza, Marion Embrey,
Enriquez Family, Anne Essig, Paul Essig, John Gallant, Peg
Garguilo, Patricia Harrington, Craig Hathaway, Barbara
Hinrichs, Anne Inge, Niqui Johnson, Cameron Krauszer,
Therese Libert, Cam Louden, Xia Martinez, Marina Mayo,
Louise McAleavy, Noreen McGrath, Natalie McMaster, Dan
Myers, Claire O'Donnell, Peg O'Hara, Jace Quinn, Jean
Smith, Jacqueline Speelman, Judy Wahl, George Waxter,
Hal Waxter, Donald Weaver, Jr., Rita Weygandt, & Joyce
Wolfe. May our prayers offer them inner strength.
We Pray in Trust that all who have died will be welcomed
into God’s Kingdom, especially Betty Sullivan (aunt of
Patricia Ten Eyck). With Christ they journey to new life.
Please contact the Parish Office with your prayer requests.

VOTE! Don't miss your chance to vote and make a
difference! You must be registered in order to vote in the
general election on Tuesday 8 November.
The deadline to register to vote in
Maryland's general election is
Tuesday 18 October.
Early voting will take place from
27 October through 3
November.
The deadline to request an absentee ballot is Friday
4 November.
For more information, please visit mdcathcon.org/elections
or call the State Board of Elections (800-222-8683).
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HOUSE WARMING GIFTS
CAMPAIGN REPORT

Having raised the funds to construct our new church
building (with the help of a mortgage), now we have
begun to work together in furnishing our new church
home. Thanks to all those who are so generously
making this possible through "house warming" gifts!
House Warming Gifts Available....................... 383
House Warming Gifts Sponsored ................ 270.33
Percent of Gifts Sponsored ..................................... 71%
Total of Cash Pledged ..................................... $699,700
Total of Cash Received.................................... $367,080

Campaign brochures are available at the
Information Center, and an updated list of items
still available is on our parish website.

CHURCH BUILDING DEDICATION NEWS
Our new church building will be dedicated by
Archbishop Lori at 4:00 PM on Friday
11 November. Admission will be by ticket.
A reception will follow in McElroy Hall.
Invitations have been mailed out to all parishioners with
a response card. Because of limited seating, each
household will initially be allotted two tickets. Additional
tickets will be distributed (if they are available) after the
initial distribution.
Pregnancy & Infant Loss Memorial Service: Those
who have lost children to miscarriage,
stillbirth, or abortion are invited to
commemorate the lives of their children,
however brief, at a special liturgy on
Thursday 20 October at 7:30 PM in
our chapel. For additional information,
call the parish office (301-360-9581).

FREDERICK COUNTY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
SAINT JOHN REGIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL (Frederick):Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K-8, 301-662-6722 www.sjrcs.org
VISITATION ACADEMY (Frederick): Girls Elementary Pre K-8, 301-662-2814 www.thevisitationacademy.org
MOTHER SETON SCHOOL (Emmitsburg): Co-Ed Elementary Pre K-8, 301-447-3161 www.mothersetonschool.org
ST. THOMAS MORE ACADEMY (Middletown): Co-Ed Elementary Pre-K3-8, 240-490-5479 stmamd.org
SAINT JOHN’S CATHOLIC PREP (Buckeystown) Co-Ed Secondary, 301-662-4210 www.saintjohnsprep.org
MOUNT ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY (Emmitsburg) Undergraduate and Graduate, 301-447-5214 www.msmary.edu
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Catholic Schools
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Youth Ministry

 St. John Regional Catholic School
HELP WANTED: St. John Regional Catholic School is
looking for help in the cafeteria, Monday—Friday,
8:30 AM–1:30 PM. Please contact Mrs. Betty Whitney,
bwhitney@sjrcs.org for an application.

 Mother Seton School
Come read with us! Mother Seton School invites all parents
and children (ages 2–5) to enjoy stories and activities in
our library on Monday 17 October, 10:30 AM–11:15 AM.
Please RSVP by 13 October to Amy Myles (301-447-3165)
or email amymyles@mothersetonschool.org.
Venture Crew #48 Babysitting Service: Our SKD Crew
of teens & adults are offering a babysitting service for
infants and children to age 12 on Saturday 22 October
from 5:00–9:00 PM in the Media Center. Parents are
welcome to use the full four hours of the service or any
portion. There is no charge, but donations are greatly
appreciated and will be used to offset the cost of Venturing
activities. Pack a meal for your child(ren) or order a dinner
provided by the crew for a small fee. RSVP required (as
well as dinner order) to skdassociate@saintdrexel.org.
Our Drexel Essay Contest takes place each fall. A
$1,000 college scholarship and a $500 high school
scholarship will be awarded to two Saint Katharine Drexel
parishioners on the basis of their essay. Completed
application, essay, and letter of reference must be
returned to Saint Katharine Drexel Scholarship Committee
by 15 January 2017. Essay contest rules and application
are available by contacting the Parish Business Manager
Michael O'Connor at skdmanager@saintdrexel.org.
St. John Vikings Middle School Girls Basketball
Tryouts are open to girls in 5th–8th grade who are
members of any Catholic parish in Frederick County.
Tryouts for this highly competitive Mid-Maryland Basketball
League will be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday 25 October
at First Baptist Church, 7040 Bowers RD, Frederick. For
more information, contact rogerboothe@comcast.net.

High School Youth Ministry will meet after TGIF in
the Music Room from 7:00–8:00 PM on the following
Sundays: 9, 16, and 23 October. Participants are
asked to bring a donation to cover the cost of pizza.
Middle School Youth Ministry will meet after TGIF in
the Media Center from 7:00–8:00 PM on the following
Sundays: 9, 16, and 23 October. Participants are
asked to bring a donation to cover the cost of pizza.
Venture Crew Meeting will take place in the Media
Center from 7:00–8:30 PM, Wednesday 12 October.
Do you enjoy high adventure activities in the great
outdoors such as backpacking, camping, sailing,
climbing, mountain biking, scuba diving, kayaking, and
skiing? If so, or if you've never done any of these things
and would like to try one or more, come join our crew!
New members are always welcome. Venturing is a Boy
Scouts of America sponsored program for young men &
women ages 14–20. For more information, contact
skdassociate@saintdrexel.org.
Soup Kitchen Service Project
at the Frederick Community Action Agency in downtown
Frederick on Friday 14 October from
5:00–7:00 PM. This activity is open to all
middle and high school youth.
Parents must accompany anyone under
the age of 14. Families are encouraged
to participate, but no one under the age of 11. Sign up
at www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090C45ADAD29A1FBsoup or email skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org.
Join Your Peers at 5:00 PM on Saturday 15 October
as they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
High School Youth Trip "Back from the Dead."
Join us on Saturday 29 October for a walk through
the Seton Shrine cemetery
and meet some of the
Catholic Church's most
recognized saints, including
Elizabeth Ann Seton. For
information, contact Ana
Maria Alvarado at skdassociate3@saintdrexel.org.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
BAPTISM: Preparation sessions are scheduled regularly and announced in the bulletin. Parents are encouraged to attend while preparing for the
arrival of their child. For more information, contact the Parish Office.
FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST: Family preparation sessions are scheduled in the fall and spring each year for children desiring to
celebrate these sacraments, including those in Catholic Schools. For information call the Parish Office.
MARRIAGE: Couples desiring to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the Parish Office at least six months prior to the anticipated
date to allow time for the required preparation sessions.
CONFIRMATION: Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation can be started anytime in High School and flexes to adjust to the needs of
students. Ongoing Faith Formation participation is required. Contact the Parish Office for more information.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): Adults interested in joining the Catholic Faith? Contact the Parish Office for more information.
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Mark Your Calendars!
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WEEKDAY MASS READINGS

15 October  Parish Red Cross Blood Drive
The blood drive will take place at 7:30 AM.
Remember that you must wait 56 days
between donations. Thanks for helping us
reach our goal! Sign-up at the table in the
entrance hallway at the weekend Masses or
call the parish office by 9 October.


 21 October  Katie's Ladies Italian Dinner
This meal in McElroy Hall at 6:00 PM is one you don't want
to miss! Tickets will be available in the Gathering Space
through the weekend of 15/16 October. For information
or to purchase tickets, please call Bobbi Makuch
(301-378-2133) or email embam1969@comcast.net or Peg
Nathan (301-695-9780) email pegdug@hotmail.com.
 24 October  Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament
Our 4th annual tournament will take place at Holly Hills
Country Club. The majority of the proceeds will go to the
parish building fund. The registration fee covers a round of
golf, lunch, a steak dinner, and prizes for all. Details are
available in the Gathering Sponsor opportunities and
donations of any amount are welcome and much
appreciated. For more information, contact Tom Conard
(240-446-0063).
 5 November  Guess Who's Coming to Dinner?
Mark your calendar. You don't want to miss out on this
intriguing evening with great food, conversation,
and fun! Sign-up in the Gathering Space
this weekend through 22/23 October. You will
receive your dinner assignments the weekend of
29/30 October. For more information about this event,
please contact Anna and Mike Middeke (301-473-5746) or
mmiddeke@bww.com. Babysitting is available with an
RSVP to skdassociate@saintdrexel.org.
Yellow Springs Caring Cupboard Donations: Please
remember to bring in food donations to be sent home on
the weekends. SKD provides the bags for the children on
the 2nd weekend of each month, October to May. Food
may be dropped at the Gift Card table any weekend.
Information about donations is available on the website
and at the Information Center.

Monday 10 October ..................Gal 4:22-24/Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday 11 October .................... Gal 5:1-6/Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday 12 October................ Gal 5:1-6/Lk 11:42-46
Thursday 13 October .................Eph 1:1-10/Lk 11:47-54
Friday 14 October........................Eph 1:11-14/Lk 12:1-7
Saturday 15 October..................Eph 1:15-23/Lk 12:8-12
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday 10/10 10:30 AM ........................Gabriel Owens
Tuesday 10/11 9:15 AM ............................ Marian Plott
Friday
10/14 6:30 AM ........................... Nguyen Rhai
Saturday 10/15 5:00 PM ..................... SKD Parishioners
Sunday 10/16 9:00 AM ........................... Joe Montney
11:00 AM ..................... Gladys Broderick
Mass intentions may be scheduled to celebrate birthdays,
anniversaries, other special events, or the lives of deceased loved
ones. Please contact the Parish Office.

Volunteers Needed for Our New Video Ministry:
The new worship space will be equipped with LCD
projectors for use before, during,
and after the weekend Masses. If
you're someone who is
technologically savvy and would be
interested in joining a team of
volunteers to staff our projection system, please contact
Daniel at the parish office skdmusic@saintdrexel.org.
Training will be provided.
2016 Christmas Greenery Sale Dates: Mark your
calendars to start shopping! Plan to place orders for
greenery in the Gathering Space until 23 October.
Greenery can be ordered to ship direct to that special
someone on your Christmas list or picked up at Saint
Katharine Drexel the week PRIOR to Thanksgiving.
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal has been a success.
Thanks to all who have made a pledge or gift, we have
reached $67,344 (113%) of our
parish goal of $59,700. Reaching this
goal, as well as balancing our budget
each year, and constructing a new
church require the commitment of all of
us working together. Many thanks to
everyone who has made this possible!

SOCIAL OUTREACH
CATHOLIC CHARITIES of Frederick County provides individual, couple, and family counseling at several locations. Call 301-898-7900 for an appt.
FREDERICK FOOD BANK is the recipient of non-perishable food items placed in the baskets located near the entrances before Mass each weekend.
FREDERICK RESCUE MISSION is the recipient of clean and usable clothing placed in the receptacles located near the rest rooms each weekend.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides financial assistance to those in need through donations to the poor box. For assistance call 301-662-4676.
HELPING HANDS links parishioners with other parishioners needing help with errands, transportation, household task, etc. Call 301-360-9581.
PROJECT RACHEL offers women and men suffering from abortion trauma a confidential referral to trained counselors and clergy to sort through unresolved feelings and
conflicts. Call 410-354-6900 for help.
AUBURN CENTER is a 24-hour crisis pregnancy referral line supported by the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Call 1-800-492-5530.
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Sacramental Preparation
Confirmation Preparation: A parent/teen overview
meeting has been scheduled for Sunday
23 October from 9:00–10:30 AM in St.
John Regional Catholic School Room 193.
Please make your best effort to attend
with your teen. If you have a conflict with
that date/time, another make-up meeting
will be scheduled in November. Contact
Leah at skdassociate@saintdrexel.org if
you plan to attend.

Marriage Resources
Worldwide Marriage Encounter: St. Paul encourages
us to "keep our eyes fixed on Jesus". When we focus on
Jesus and continue to develop a deeper relationship with
him we become transformed. Let His love transform your
marriage. Sign up today to attend the next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend is 11–13 November in
Gaithersburg. For more information and to apply online,
visit welovematrimony.org, call 301-541-7007, or email
applications@welovematrimony.org.
Marriage, Divorce, and Annulments from a
Catholic Perspective: The Tribunal of the Archdiocese
of Baltimore will be giving a presentation in our area
concerning divorce and annulment from the Catholic
perspective. This presentation will be helpful for divorced
Catholics, those divorced who wish to marry Catholics,
those parish leaders involved in the RCIA process and
any others who may have an interest because of family
or friends. This session will be held at 7:00 PM on
Tuesday 8 November at Holy Family, Middletown,
Legacy Room 1. No prior registration is required. For
further information, please call 410-547-5533.
Boy Scout Unit Commissioner Needed: Saint
Katharine Drexel Parish sponsors Cub Scout Pack 48, Boy
Scout Troop 48 and Crew 48. These units are in need of
a volunteer to serve as the Commissioner. Ideally, this
would be a parishioner with a
familiarity of scouting programs such
as a former Scout or n Eagle Scout
or parent/grandparent of a scout.
The Unit Commissioner serves as
the link between the unit leadership
and the Frederick County Scouting
District. The work involves periodic contacts with the
units and attendance at two monthly District Scout
Meetings. The mission of the boy Scouts is to help young
people make ethical and moral choices over their lifetime
by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath & Law.
Scouting has an emphasis on outdoor activities. Contact
Leah at skdassociate@saintdrexel.org if interested.
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Social Justice
Respect Life Month: The USCCB Respect Life Program
which begins anew in October produces new materials
each year to help Catholics understand, value, and
become engaged with supporting the dignity of every
person, and therefore, the gift of every person's life.
This year's theme is "Moved by Mercy." Please help
protect life by becoming an informed Catholic
parishioner. Visit www.usccb.org/respectlife.
40 Days for Life Communal Rosary: The members
of the Knights of Columbus invite you to participate in
the recitation of the Rosary in celebration of 40 Days for
Life. We will gather 30 minutes before all weekend
Masses through 5/6 November. May all your sacrifices
to join in praying for the intentions of 40 Days for Life
be a wonderful blessing for your family!
Make a difference and help save unborn lives. Join the
40 Days for Life Vigil at the Planned
Parenthood Center, 170 Thomas
Johnson Drive, on Thursday
mornings through 3 November.
To sign up or for more information,
please contact Dolores Gebus (301-695-3408) or email
unbornlivesmatter@gmail.com.
The Annual Frederick CROP Hunger Walk will take
place on Sunday 16 October. CROP Walks help to
provide food and water, as well as resources that
empower people to meet their own needs. From seeds
and tools to wells and water systems, the key is people
working together to identify their own development
priorities. 25% of the funds raised are designated for
local needs, and the rest is allocated around the world.
Registration will begin at Calvary United Methodist
Church (on the corner of N. Bentz and W. 2nd St.) at
1:00 PM. The walk begins at 1:30. Register online at
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/frederickmd.

Prayer for Our National Elections
Merciful and loving God, as we prepare for the November
2016 United States elections, send the light of your Spirit
into the heart of all in our nation.
Bring peace and hope wherever there is confusion,
discord, and apathy. Awaken in us a strong desire to work
for the common good of all peoples, especially the most
vulnerable in our world.
Enable us to differ and to dialogue with reverence and
respect for one another. Pour out on us a spirit of wisdom
and discernment to help us choose government officials
who will lead our country in the path of truth, justice, and
peace.
We ask this in the name of the Risen Christ, who is
always with us.

Financial Stewardship (“Giving Selflessly”)
at Saint Katharine Drexel: Past, Present and Future
During September, parishioners Pat O’Connor, Ken Morrow and Steve Peduto have given
witness at our weekend Masses to the insights which brought them to their commitments to
stewardship at Saint Katharine Drexel. Here is a summary of the financial aspects of stewardship
at our parish since inception as an independent parish in 2004 and some estimates of needs going
forward.

PAST
Though started as a mission of Saint John the Evangelist Parish in 1998, our financial history
dates to fiscal year (July 1 – June 30) 2004, our first year as an independent parish.
No new organization is guaranteed growth or survival. But the generosity of Saint Katharine
Drexel (SKD) Parishioners has managed to do both. And starting from nothing, we have
achieved a notable impact for others as well as for our parish over the 13 years since
independence from Saint John’s. We’ve grown from a membership of just under 500 households
in 2004 to 904 today. And our operating expenses which were only $310,000 in our infancy in
2004 were $870,000 in FY2016.
In six of our last seven years, however, we’ve suffered financial deficits from current operations
for a total of $107,000 since FY2010.
Despite the above shortfall in certain of our 13 years, SKD parishioners have been a generous
community in total:
OTHERS - More than $1.1 million has been provided for the needs of many people beyond
our parish community. Our annual reports for the 13 years ended June 30, 2016 show $1.1
million provided to others. But “more than” that amount is very appropriate because such giving,
as reported in our annual report does not include gifts to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal
($60,000 plus annually in recent years), St. Gregory’s Parish in Baltimore via the Christmas
Basket program, our sister parish in Haiti, and weekly food donations to name just a few of the
many generous donations not reported in our annual report.
BUILDING FUND – As of June 30, 2016, $4.2 million had been collected for our building
fund. This comprises about 2/3 of the estimated cost of our new church. The balance of about
$2.0 million will be funded through a mortgage loan from the Archdiocese of Baltimore to be
repaid by us over 15 years at the rate of about $15,300 per month.
OPERATIONS – For the 13 years ended June 30, 2016, offertory contributions to meet the
needs for parish operating expenses have totaled $7.8 million. Salary and benefit costs which
in 2004 were about $225,000 with a small staff in our earliest years are now close to $500,000
annually for our dedicated staff to meet the needs of our growing parish. Total operating
expenses were about $870,000 (about $2,384 per day) for our fiscal year ended on June 30, 2016.

PRESENT
With the opening of our new church, our financial budget for FY2017 estimates operating
expense of $933,000 or $2,555 per day, a 7% increase over FY2016. With over 900 registered
households our budget should be very manageable - if we join together to meet the needs of our
parish and continue to meet the needs of our neighbors as called to do by the gospel and our
mission statement. But recent information indicates only 60% of registered households have a
recorded history of giving. If all registered households would commit to consistent giving in the
amount that is right for them, the costs of our new home will be adequately met, and most
importantly provide a base from which we reach out to others to carry out our gospel mission of
caring for our neighbors in need. Consistent and committed sacrificial giving by all of us is the
key. Consistency allows sound decisions by Fr. Keith and our parish staff in consultation with
the pastoral council by demonstrating that financial resources will be there.

FUTURE
The future will be what we join together as a parish community to make it. The parish leadership
has done their very best to forecast all of the costs that we will encounter as we begin to occupy
our new church building, However, the true costs will not be fully known until the utility bills
are actually received and the actual amounts of the other maintenance and operational costs are
realized. And, of course, there will be unexpected items as is the case with any new building.
The sustained and consistent financial support of each parish family will be more important than
ever in the next few years.
Please let us know what’s important to you among the many uses to which we’ve dedicated
ourselves as a Eucharist-centered community. What do we need to do individually and as a faith
community to live the “giving selflessly” part of our mission statement? Join us in reflecting on
stewardship of time, talent and treasure and commit to making the future of our parish even
brighter than our past. If there is something that’s important to you in how our parish uses the
time, talent and treasure of its members, please let Fr. Keith and the members of the Financial
Stewardship Committee know. Contact information for committee members is below and we
welcome your comments, questions or suggestions. Together is the only way we can build our
future!
Tom Kloc (tjkloc@comcast.net)
Larry Lavery (lavlb@msn.com)
Ken Morrow (ken@morrow.tv),
Pat O’Connor (patocon2016@gmail.com)
Steve Peduto (stevo5278@comcast.net )
PS – The witness talks at September Masses by Pat O’Connor, Ken Morrow, and Steve Peduto
are available on our parish website at http://www.saintdrexel.org/#/home/bulletin-homilies
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