12319 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20904

This Week’s Readings

Ordinary Time - 33rd Sunday
Proverbs 31:10-13. 19-20, 30-31
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
Matthew 25:14-30

Next Week’s Readings

Ordinary Time - Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Matthew 25:31-46

Schedule of Masses
(November 25/26)
5:00 - Fr. Ochu
Sunday
7:30 - Fr. D’Souza
Dcn. Gorman
9:00 - Fr. D’Souza
10:30 - Fr. Nitz
Dcn. McCormack
12:00 - Fr. Brault
Dcn. McCormack
5:00 - Fr. Brault

Daily Mass
Monday - Friday
7:30 & 8:30 a.m.
Saturday - 8:30 a.m.

Sacrament
of Reconciliation
Saturdays 4 - 4:45 p.m.
& after daily Masses.
Marriage
Parishioners requesting a
marriage date must have
been registered in the
parish for six months.
Phone Numbers
Parish Office & Rectory:
301-622-1122
Fax: 301-625-9266
School: 301-622-3076
Sjbcatholicchurch.com
FaceBook.com/sjbcc
@SJB_Catholic

Sunday, November 19, 2017

Ordinary Time: Thirty-third Sunday

In today’s Gospel we hear of a master who entrusts his possessions
to three servants. Two clever ones (the ones who received five and
two talents respectively) used the original sum to make more money
for their master. Good for them. The third servant (who had
received just one talent) dug a hole and buried it in the ground. The
passage later tells us that the man knew his master was a demanding
person, harvesting where he did not plant and gathering where he did not scatter,
so out of fear he kept the talent safe so that he could give it back.
Isn’t that a reasonable way for this fellow to think? Yet, the master calls him
a wicked, lazy servant! He insists that the servant should have known to put the money in
the bank so that it could have earned interest. (Brings to mind the fear exhibited by the
children in “Mary Poppins” when Mr. Dawes – of the Dawes, Tomes, Mousely,
Grubbs Fidelity Fiduciary Bank – tells them that if they invest their tuppence wisely in the
bank, safe and sound, soon that tuppence, safely invested in the bank, will compound.) Imagine
how that servant must have felt.
What he must have felt was fear. And is it not that all-too-common fear of trying and
failing that can cause us to shy away from the gifts God has given us. While the word
talent in biblical times was a measure of weight as well as a unit of value equivalent to
that weight of a precious metal, it has come to mean ability in our day. Or we can think
of a talent as a gift.
A new liturgical year begins on the first Sunday of Advent, December 3. It’s a good
time to think about a gift you might have that could be valuable to the liturgical life of
our parish.
If you sing or play an instrument, how about joining the music ministry?
Do you have a voice and demeanor that would make you a good lector?
Are you cheerful and welcoming, and possess traits that make an ideal usher?
Do you find joy in the reception of Communion and could you share that
with others as a Eucharistic Minister?
Looking Ahead to Advent
The Season of Advent begins in two weeks – traditionally a season lasting four weeks.
Since Christmas falls on Monday this year, the fourth week of Advent will last from
sundown on Saturday, December 23, to sundown on Sunday, December 24. Quite a
short week!
Our task then, is to make the most of the three preceding weeks. How do we “keep”
Advent in the midst of the busyness of pre-Christmas activities?
continued next week

There is Always a Place for You at St. John’s
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Week-at-a-Glance

Mass Intentions (November 20–November 26)

Sunday, November 19
9:00 a.m. - Children’s Liturgy of the Word - Chapel
10:15 a.m. - Faith Formation Classes - School
10:15 a.m. - Catholicism 101 - Library
10:30 a.m. - Children’s Liturgy of the Word - Chapel
2:00 p.m. - Catholic Spiritual Teaching - Kazista Center
6:00 p.m. - Youth Group Meeting - Lyon Center
Monday, November 20
9:15 a.m. - Book Study - Kazista Center
6:00 p.m. - Boy Scout Troop 1441 - Lyon Center
6:00 p.m. - School Parent Series - Library
7:30 p.m. - HSA Meeting - Library
Tuesday, November 21
1:45 a.m. - School Thanksgiving Liturgy - Church
7:30 p.m. - Meditation - Chapel
Wednesday, November 22
9:15 a.m. - Spiritual Talks - Kazista Center
Thursday, November 23
9:00 a.m. - Mass Thanksgiving Day - Church

Monday 7:30
8:30
Tuesday 7:30
8:30
Wednesday 7:30
8:30
Thursday 9:00
Friday 7:30
8:30

Altar Linen Caretakers needed
St. John the Baptist Catholic Community
needs volunteers to wash and carefully iron
the purificators and corporals that we use at
our weekend and daily Masses. The
commitment will be once a month. Our
volunteers have found this is a peaceful and prayerful
way to minister to the people in our Parish.
To learn more or volunteer, please contact Susan
DeCamp, Director of Liturgy, at 301-622-1122 at the
Parish Office during the week.

Sodality Christmas “Shower” for “SOME”
— (So Others My Eat) sponsored by St. John’s Sodality
will be Saturday, December 9, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass in
the Kazista Center Large Conference Room. Come and
bring a gift. Suggestions for Gifts:
* New or almost new winter clothes for children, men
and women.
* Prepare bags or boxes with winter hats, gloves,
scarves, socks, toilet items, deodorant, powder, body
lotion, small boxes of tissues, Christmas Candy or
cookies.
* Please mark bags/boxes for Boy, Girl, Man or
Woman.
Gifts can also be brought to the Kazista Center before
December 9 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Please contact
Elizabeth Perkins at 301-622-0636, with any questions.

Saturday 8:30
5:00
Sunday 7:30
9:00
10:30
12:00
5:00

- Faithful Departed
- Nicolas Wohleber –L- (T. & B. Wohleber)
- Faithful Departed
- Ernest E. Barnes, Jr. (C. Norris)
- Faithful Departed
- Celia Descalzi (Friend)
- Mass of Thanksgiving
- Faithful Departed
- Robert & Adelaide Curren
(D. & J. Aquino)
- Faithful Departed
- Parishioners
- Sophia Wertz (J. & R. Cordes)
- Russ Iuculano (T. & J. Flynn)
- Patrick O’Reilly (Heller Family)
- Joe Karunartne (E. & L. Nedimala)
- Thomas Dugan (D. & A. Steck)

Parish Staff
Rev. Y. David Brault
Rev. Tony D’Souza
Rev. Glen Willis
Rev. Austin Charles Ochu
Rev. Eliot Nitz
Deacon James Gorman
Deacon Ed McCormack
Brian Blomquist
Susan DeCamp
Cynthia Norris
Louis J. Milone
Marie Ferman
Tom Klotz

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Permanent Deacon
Permanent Deacon
Parochial School Principal
Director of Liturgy & Music
Director of Social Concerns
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Youth Ministry
Facilities Manager

Parish Directory
Father Brault
Father D’Souza
Parish Office
Finance Office
Faith Formation
Youth Ministry
Liturgy
Social Concerns
Pastoral Council
Athletic Ministry
Parochial School
Bulletin
Parish Website
School Website

pastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
assocpastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
secretary@sjbcatholicchurch.com
kkuzemka@sjbcatholicchurch.com
adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com
youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com
sdecamp@sjbcatholicchurch.com
socialconcerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com
pastoralcouncil@sjbcatholicchurch.com
sjbathletics.org
brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org
sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
www.sjbcatholicchurch.com
www.sjbsilverspring.org

Early bulletin deadline:
December 3 Bulletin & Website deadline
Wednesday, November 22 at 9:00 a.m.
Send Bulletin announcements to
sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
Send Website announcements to
socialconcerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com
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ALERT...ALERT...ALERT

St. Nicholas Children’s Liturgy

Last Thursday, November 9, we had another car
vandalized in front of the Church between 7:30 and
9:00 p.m. This is the fourth car break-in in our parking
lots or the White Oak Middle School parking lot. A car
window was broken and personal valuables were stolen.
Please do not leave anything visible in your car that
would encourage a thief to break-in.

Saturday, December 2, 5 p.m.
Father Glen Willis will preside and we hope to
have a special visit from “Bishop Nicholas.”
Please bring a toy for the C-4 collection. Please
see page four for more information.

Your Parish Gifts
Last Week’s Offertory

$11,848.00

These figures do not include donations made through
Faith Direct, which are reported once per month.

Bereavement Support
Are you grieving? The Bereavement Support
Group will meet on Monday, November 27, at
7:00 p.m. in the Large Conference Room in the
Kazista Center. All are welcome. For further
information, please call Maryanne Dulski,
301-384-1743 or Delores Ritter, 301-384-5885.

Advent Afternoon of Reflection:
Saturday, December 2
Mary’s Canticle, “Choosing the Unexpected”
Presented by members of SJB’s Spirituality Team:
Alicia Urban, Bill Coffin, David Savastuk,
Helen Edwards, & Judy Webb
Theme: “Reflecting on The Magnificat and Its Rich Old
Testament References”
Where: Kazista Center Large Conference Room
When: Saturday, December 2, 1:30—4:45 p.m.
Registration is requested.
Phone: 301-622-1122 or 301-879-4368
e-mail: urban261@gmail.com
Please respond by November 27.

2017 Cardinal’s Appeal - SJB Report
259 Days After Follow-up
Amount Pledged
Actual Amount Collected
Number of Donors
SJB Parish Goal

$215,014.50
$188,408.25
457
$284,516.00

It is not too late to give to this worthy cause that helps
those in need. Checks should be made out to the
Cardinal’s Appeal.

Contribution with eGiving
As you consider “Taking the Next Step,” why
not make a change your method of giving?
Sign up with eGiving through Faith Direct.
With Faith Direct, you can make regular
automatic contributions to the parish using
your credit/debit card or bank account, the
same process that you may use to pay utility
bills or make car payments. The program is a
safe, cost effective way for the parish to receive
donations. Automatic contributions greatly benefit
St. John’s by providing a predictable cash flow.
E-Giving is a “win-win” for both parishioners and
our parish. To enroll, please visit Faith Direct’s website
www.faithdirect.net and use our parish code MD300, or
stop by the Parish Office for an enrollment form. Thank
you for your consideration of “Taking the Next Step” via
eGiving through Faith Direct.

Next Week’s Altar Servers - November 25/26
5:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

- Gravell Family
- Malits Family
- Sabrina Eaton & Aronke Fashina
- Patricia Freeman & Caitlyn Ribas
- Matthew Conlon & Jason Karonja
- Julia McCormack

Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend
Parish Office closed
Thursday, November 23 and
Friday, November 24.
The Parish Office reopens on
Monday, November 27.
No Adoration on Friday, November 24.
No Hospitality on Sunday, November 26.
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Social Concerns
Cynthia Norris, Director, 301-622-1122,
social concerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Advent Alternative Gifts Bazaar
SJB’s annual Alternative Gifts Bazaar will be held in the Gym after the 5 p.m. Mass on Saturday,
December 2, and Sunday, December 3, 8:30 - 1:30 p.m. Don’t miss this chance to purchase unique
and meaningful gifts, sold in the spirit of Fair Trade, for family, friends, teachers, and
coaches. Support our Parish social-justice projects and local service agencies by purchasing gift
cards from the Alternative Gifts Catalog. Among the groups that will be selling crafts are:
• Just Haiti (www.justhaiti.org), founded by several people with ties to SJB, works with
subsistence coffee growers in Haiti to bring their fair trade, shade grown, chemical free coffee
to U.S. consumers. Through our “fair trade-plus” model of doing business, Just Haiti aims to build an equitable
and fair partnership between coffee consumers in the United States and coffee growers in Haiti. Our goals are for
the growers to not only grow high-quality coffee but also to own – and profit from – all post-harvest operations
required to export and sell their coffee. The growers in Haiti receive the full value of their labor, and consumers in
the U.S. purchase high-quality coffee at a fair price, knowing that the Haitian families who produce the coffee are
earning a just wage.
• Michael’s House (www.michaels-house.org), founded by former SJB weekend associate Fr. Michael Craig, is a
locally based, non-profit, grassroots organization that serves the destitute and isolated elderly poor in the
developing world. Proceeds from the sale of homemade crafts at our bazaar will benefit Michael’s House in
Ethiopia, Uganda, Honduras, Rwanda, Malawi, Kenya and Togo.

C-4 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Join with others in the community to give thanks for Our Blessings and Honor the
Volunteers of C-4:
Tuesday, November 21, at the Baitur Rehman Mosque, 15000 Good Hope Road,
Silver Spring.
Dinner - 6:30 p.m. (Turkey and all the trimmings!)
Service - 7:30 p.m.
To RSVP or more information, please contact Alyssa Ranko alyssa@atlanticpersonnel.com or 301-599-2108 ext 313.
Thank you to everyone who donated time, talents, and funds to assist C-4 in strengthening our community by
providing clothing, school supplies, and other services directly to people in need.

Eyeglass & Hearing Aid Collection
Thanks to the generosity of the St. John
the Baptist parishioners, we recently
delivered 112 pairs of used eyeglasses
to the Sandy Spring Lions for
distribution to needy recipients.
We continue to collect used eyeglasses and
hearing aids for distribution to the Sandy Spring Lions,
and used cell phones to the Montgomery County
Sheriff's Office which will be reprogrammed to 911 and
are distributed to victims of domestic violence.
Please place your contributions in the Food
Closet at the back of the Church or bring them to the
Hospitality events after Sunday Mass.
If you have any questions, please contact Stu
Sklamm at 301-384-0784 or at
srsklamm@msn.com. Thank you for your continued
support of these very worthwhile projects.

C-4 Toy Closet
Bring Toys to Mass December 2 & 3
New, unwrapped toys are needed to support parents
who would otherwise not have gifts for their children
at Christmas. Suggested amount to spend is $15-20 per
toy. All TOYS must be NEW and unwrapped. Cash
donations are also welcome. For more information, or
to volunteer, call Alyssa Sherman Ranko, Director, at
301-599-2108, ext 313 or 703-851-5993.
Toys needed, boys and girls, ages 1-12:
Baby dolls
Pre-school toys
Barbies
Stuffed animals
Electronic games
Musical instruments
Arts and crafts
Athletic games
Dress-up kits
Balls (soccer, football, etc)
Nail kits
Sports equipment & games
Trucks
Remote control cars
Electronic games
Scooters
Purses for pre-teens
Perfume for pre-teens
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Parish Mission: Give God a Second Thought
December 11 – 13, with Fr. Jack Collins, C.S.P.
Morning & Evening sessions on each of the 3 days at 9:15 a.m. or 7:30 p.m. Choose the one-hour-long session most
convenient for your schedule; morning & evening sessions are the same. The theme of the Mission revolves around the
question, “What happens when we experience God?”
Fr. Collins helps people recognize the importance of developing their own "faith story"
by appealing to their experience, both negative ("Why doesn't prayer work?") and positive
(“In yearning to do good, we are uncovering the grace of God within.”)
The three talks are provocatively titled:
Monday:
What Good is God?
Tuesday:
Why Prayers Don't Work.
Wednesday: Ten Kinds of People We Don't
Have To Love.
A native of New York City, Paulist Father John E. Collins completed his M.A. in theology and was ordained to the
priesthood in 1970. Since that time he has been active in parish and campus ministry throughout the country, from
Austin, to Los Angeles, to Columbus, Ohio, where he was Diocesan Director of Campus Ministry and Pastor at Ohio
State University.
Over the past decade Fr. Collins has conducted more than three hundred missions and preached over thirty retreats
for priests and religious. He presently devotes his full-time energies to evangelization and mission work from his home
parish-and the Mother Church of the Paulist Fathers - St. Paul the Apostle on 59th Street in New York City.

Why this Mission?
•

This Mission is a unique and timely opportunity to revisit our roots and evaluate our relationship with God and
each other.

•

This Mission is also unique due to the fact that it is being conducted by Paulist Father John Collins whose approach
is humorous, down to earth and a joy to behold.

•

Father John will be preaching at all of the Masses the weekend prior to the 3-day Mission so you can evaluate first
hand how enjoyable this Mission promises to be.

•

Don’t hesitate to bring a friend who might have wandered away from the Church. This might be the golden
opportunity that person has needed to find peace and a way home.

•

There is no need to sign up ahead of time, just mark the dates on your calendar and prepare for a positive, uplifting
series of sessions.

You’ll be glad you did.

Blanket Sunday—December 9 & 10

Join the Traditional Choir for Christmas

Participate in Blanket Sunday by bringing a
blanket to Mass during the weekend of
December 9 & 10. St. John’s is the sole
contributor of blankets for the homeless at
Shepherd’s Table. Many times, shelters are so
overcrowded that the homeless choose to sleep
on the streets. The blankets are their only source
of warmth, comfort and protection during these
winter months. Please donate new or gently used, clean
blankets, comforters and sleeping bags to help those in
greatest need.

The SJB Traditional Choir seeks singers
for the Advent & Christmas Season. We
are a friendly group of SJB music
ministers! We sing at Midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and for the
Christmas Season. No audition is
necessary. To sing at Christmas involves
participation in three rehearsals. For more information,
please contact Susan DeCamp at 301-622-1122 or
worship@sjbsilverspring.org.
.
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SJB School News
“There is no friend as loyal as a book.”
In this quote the famous novelist, Ernest Hemingway, speaks about the emotional attachment a
person can have towards a book. Our books are always there for us; they are our most loyal friends.
In the SJB Library students are connecting with the material they read and are finding themselves
lost in an intricate plot!
Last month the students also explored the world of Makerspaces in the Library.
Makerspaces are stations that the students design, create and imagine using everyday materials.
Since we had an October/Halloween theme for Makerspaces, students designed such things as “bone bridges,” looking
up information about bridge design in the books and then creating their own project. Students also made “magnetic
poetry” on the computer and wrote spooky stories. Aerodynamics was another topic students explored in books which
allowed them to create wings for their bat to fly through the air. Finally, at another station students read about pulleys
and levers as they designed an elevator into which they fit their “ghosts.”
The students continue to delve into stories here in the Library throughout the school year. We are grateful for
the beautiful wealth of books that our retired librarian, Cristina Dal Molin, maintained over the years. It is through her
extensive work that the Library continues to flourish and be a spot for children to enjoy!

Applications Open for Parish School on December 1
Applications to the Parish School will open on Friday, December 1, and the school will host its first
Open House on Monday, December 4, from 6 to 8 p.m. Parishioners are priority applicants and are
encouraged to apply and tour the school. A second open house will be on Monday, December 11,
9-11 a.m.; and the final open house will be on Friday, January 26, 2018, 9-11 a.m.
SJB has one class per grade from pre-kindergarten through 8th grade. The pre-K program is for
students who turn

Breakfast with Santa
Breakfast with Santa is coming to St. John the Baptist School on Saturday, December 2!
This very special event will bring all the traditions we know and love, plus this
year we will add the gift of giving through our partnership with the C4 Toy
Drive. Families who bring a new, unwrapped toy will receive a complimentary
portrait with Santa.
The theme this year is “Let it Snow!” We will serve pancakes, bacon, eggs,
coffee, pastries and more at our two morning sessions (8:30 and 10:30). Santa’s Secret
Shop also will be open, selling handcrafted items all priced under $6. Kids can spend
their cash on gifts for others (checks will also be accepted).
Tickets are $12 per person, with no charge for children under 5. Tickets will be
sold after 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses on Sundays in the SJB Gym. Or, contact
Tanya Pittas at 571-214-2352 or tipittas@gmail.com.
We are still in need of volunteers, and/or if your family or business would like
to sponsor this magical event with a cash or in kind donation, please contact event
chair, Kristine Ribas at 301-325-7626 or krribas@gmail.com

Children’s Christmas Pageant at 5 p.m. Christmas Mass
Children in Grades 2-6 are needed as readers and for roles of sheep, shepherds, angels,
head angel, candle bearers and members of the Holy Family at the 5 p.m. Christmas Eve
Mass. This is a beautiful and well-loved St. John’s tradition. All children and their parents
are required to attend the rehearsal which will be held on Sunday, December 17,
at 1:15 p.m. in the Church. To register your child for the Pageant, please contact
Susan DeCamp, 301-622-1122.

Thank you from Sodality
Sodality thanks all those who supported the Sunday Bake Sale on November 5 and helped to make it a big
success. Special thanks to all those who baked the delicious cakes, cookies, breaks and special goodies.
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L.J. Milone, Director of Adult Faith Formation
All too often, we get a quite unimaginative
interpretation of the parable of the talents, which says
one shouldn’t squander one’s personal gifts. That
interpretation is hackneyed at best.
Still, I have always been
uncomfortable with this parable
because of its seeming validation of
capitalism run amuck. The parable
uses economic language. The
master, for instance, wants to settle
accounts with his servants. The
master rewards the industry of his
first two servants. They made their master more money
and were rewarded with more wealth! The rich get
richer! Meanwhile, the third servant who buried his
talent was thrown away into “outer darkness” (Mt.
25:30). The third servant did nothing with his talent,
which is the clue to unlock a better understanding of
this parable.
Nothingness is key, and in the Gospel, it means
the interior state in which one is detached and centered
in God. The third servant is one of the poor in spirit
who does not get attached to the things the world
prizes. The poor in spirit abide in the interior state of
nothingness. These poor in spirit find their identity in
God alone and not in the commodities and fashions the
world glamorizes.
Instead of validating unrestrained capitalism or
warning us not to squander the gifts God has given us,
I believe this parable shows us how to deal with
economic and social evil. The parable depicts a wicked
master who plunders harvests he did not plant. It is a
parable about unfettered greed, for the master praises
the servants who made him money. But, he punishes
the third servant for not doing so. The wicked master
yells an order, “Take the talent from him and give it to
the one with ten” (Mt. 25:28). Greed is rewarded.
Resistance to greed and unjust economic practices is
punished.
The third servant depicts the stance of one who
is poor in spirit standing against unjust political and
economic power. The third servant does nothing with
his talent. He knew the master was unjust. He says,
“Master, I knew you were a demanding person,
harvesting where you did not plant and gathering
where you did not scatter” (Mt. 25:24). This servant
responds to his master’s injustice by refusing to

cooperate with the whole dirty rotten system. He resists
injustice by the practice of nothing, which, paradoxically,
empowers him to speak truth to power. The servant takes
quite a risk, knowing his master freely
executes his opponents. But, the
nothingness gives the power of needing
nothing but God to be happy. Then,
one can recognize attempts to oppress
others. The nothingness gives sight to
see through the lies of the system, which
Jesus calls “mammon” (Mt. 6:24). In the
interior state of nothingness, detached
and centered in God, the third servant refuses to
cooperate with evil. “Doing nothing,” here, means not
cooperating with evil.
This parable should be uncomfortable. It
addresses the injustices perpetrated by the rich. One such
injustice was recently exposed when an anonymous
person leaked files from an off-shore bank, which is a taxhaven for the rich. These files are called the “Paradise
Papers” because, presumably, the bank is in a paradise of
luxurious beaches and beautiful ocean vistas. These
leaked files show how many of the wealthiest people
avoid paying taxes by storing their billions into these
island banks. It leaves the rest of us to pay for the basics
of our society (roads, hospitals, emergency rescue, police)
with no help from the superrich. Such injustice is what
Jesus denounces through this parable of the talents.
At the end of the parable, Jesus says, “For to
everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow
rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will
be taken away” (Mt. 25:29). The rich get richer, the poor
get poorer. However, there is another way to view this.
The rich continually get more problems, more upset, more
pain, because their abundant wealth comes with an
abundance of attachments. All suffering comes from
attachment, says Meister Eckhart. Meanwhile, the poor
ones, who have nothing, get even their little attachments
taken away. That is God’s mercy in action, releasing poor
ones from small attachments so they can know real joy,
true freedom, and perfect peace by realizing oneness with
God. Jesus tells us, through this parable of the talents, not
to cooperate with the corrupt system that makes the rich
richer and the poor poorer. He says not only to not
cooperate but to become free from even wanting what the
rich have, for that makes us truly dangerous to the
systems of the world in the way Jesus was dangerous.
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Faith Formation Ministry
L.J. Milone, Director, 301-622-1122,
adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Sacramental Preparation
First Reconciliation (Confession)
Cost = $40/child for materials.
Children wishing to enroll in this sacramental
program must be in their second consecutive year of Faith
Formation or Catholic school.
Preparation to celebrate First Reconciliation
(Confession) is now included in the second-grade
curriculum for both St. John the Baptist School and
Sunday Faith Formation classes.
Children prepare for their First Reconciliation in
either St. John the Baptist School or Sunday Faith
Formation classes. There are no extra classes.
Parents must attend one session of the class Catholic
Spiritual Teaching held 2:00-3:30 p.m. in the Large
Conference Room (mandatory):
Choose either Sunday, Jan. 7, 21, or 28, 2018.
Tour of Confessional for children – mandatory
Saturday, March 3, 2018, 9:30 - 10 a.m., Church
Sacrament of First Reconciliation – mandatory
Saturday, March 3, 2018, 10 a.m. - 12 noon, Church
Register for First Reconciliation (Confession) preparation
classes in the Parish Office before Thanksgiving.

First Eucharist (First Communion)
Cost = $40/child for materials. Make checks
payable to St. John the Baptist.
Children wishing to enroll in this sacramental
program must be in their second consecutive year of Faith
Formation or Catholic school.
Preparation to receive First Eucharist is now
included in the second-grade curriculum for both St. John
the Baptist School and Sunday Faith Formation classes.
Children prepare for their First Eucharist in either
St. John the Baptist School or Sunday Faith Formation
classes. There are no extra classes.
Children must receive their First Reconciliation
BEFORE receiving their First Eucharist.
Parents must attend one session of the class Catholic
Spiritual Teaching held 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. in the
Large Conference Room (mandatory):
Choose either Sunday, Feb. 4, 11, or 25, 2018.
Tour/Practice in the Church – mandatory
Saturday, April 14, 2018, 10 a.m.- 11 a.m.
First Eucharist Mass (Group)
Sunday, May 6, 2018 – 2 p.m.
– optional, one can also celebrate individually at a Mass of
one’s choosing
Register for First Eucharist preparation classes in the Parish
Office before Thanksgiving.

First Communion and First Confession
Please register for 1st Communion by November 21.
Please fill out the white cards available in the Parish Office
and provide tuition: $40 for each sacrament for a total of
$80 (to cover books and materials). Please return the
white cards to the Parish Office by November 21.

Children in need of Baptism
If your older child has not been baptized, please
email L.J. Milone, the Director of Faith
Formation, adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com,
301-622-1122, to register for classes in Lent
leading to baptism at Easter.

Catholicism 101: Adult Faith
Sunday Morning Classes
Sundays, 10:15-11:30 a.m. in the School Library. While the
children are in their classes on Sunday mornings, parents
and other adults are welcome to attend a refresher class in
Catholic faith. Class topics:
TODAY November 19: The Liturgical Year –
Christy Condyles, Phd. Candidate
December 3: Mary – Pax Christi Session
December 10: The Incarnation – Alicia Urban

Catholic Spiritual Teaching
This is a class on Catholic Spirituality led by L.J. Milone
which involves participants in question and answer
formats, group discussion, and spiritual practices. All are
welcome.
- Sundays, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. (except holiday weekends)
in the Large Conference Room of the Kazista Center.

SJB Christian Meditation Group
Tuesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m., in the Chapel
Come any Tuesday evening to experience the
ancient practice of Christian meditation, to
hear lively talks, and to experience a spiritual
community. No previous experience
necessary. All are welcome.

Spiritual Talks
Wednesdays, 9:15 - 10:45 a.m., Kazista
Center. Come any Wednesday morning for
informal talks on spirituality and its
eminently practical nature. There are also
opportunities to watch DVD presentations by Richard
Rohr, Anthony De Mello, Thomas Keating, and others.
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Youth Ministry
Marie Ferman, Director, 301-622-1122,
youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Our Annual Youth Group Thanksgiving Dinner today, Sunday, November 19!
When: After the 5 p.m. Youth Mass
Where: Lyon Center
What to bring: Yourself, a friend, and/or anything you’d like to contribute to the meal.
Who’s invited: All current and former members of our youth group (high school, college,
and above!)
We will be cooking and decorating in the Lyon Center starting at 1 p.m.
We need LOTS of volunteers—so come anytime to contribute to the festivities.

Sunday, November 26
No Youth Group: Happy Thanksgiving!

Register Now for SJB Intramural Basketball
Registration for SJB Intramural Basketball is open for all students in grades K-8th. No practices, just
games! You do not have to be a SJB parishioner or student to play. The 3rd-6th grade Boys League
will play Saturday mornings beginning December 9. The 3rd-6th grade Girls League will also start
on December 9 at midday. The Co-ed League for 7th and 8th graders will be held on either Friday or
Saturday nights, beginning the weekend of December 8. Kids in grades K-2nd will start playing on
Saturdays in January. Register or learn more at www.sjbathletics.org.

Remember the Food Pantry
There is always need for donations of non-perishable food to the St. John’s Pantry for the Hungry.
Please remember to bring your donations when you come to Mass. Thank you.

The Challenge of Racism Today by Cardinal Donald Wuerl
Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, released a pastoral letter, The Challenge of Racism
Today, in which he calls for unity among all people to confront the “persistent evil of racism.” His
pastoral letter can be found at this web address:
http://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/The-Challenge-of-Racism-Today-Pastoral-Letter.pdf
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SJB Shoeboxes for the Homeless
Faith Formation classes will be
participating in the Shoeboxes for the
Homeless Project which will provide 100
shoeboxes filled with winter items that
will be distributed to the homeless near
the Dorothy Day House in Washington, DC.
If you do not have any children in St. John’s Faith
Formation Program, you can still participate in the
project.

Choose a gender/age group for which you’d like
to make a box:
 Infant Girl
 8-11 year old Girl
 Infant Boy
 8-11 year old Boy
 3-5 year old Girl
 Preteen (12+) year old Girl
 3-5 year old Boy
 Preteen (12+) year old Boy
 5-7 year old Girl
 Man
 5-7 year old Boy
 Woman
After choosing your recipient, follow these steps:
1. Gift wrap the top and bottom of a shoebox separately.
2. Purchase items to put in the box. Suggested items
include: chapstick, washcloths, combs, deodorant,
shampoo, ear muffs, warm gloves, hat, socks, toiletries,
toothbrush & toothpaste, candy, books, and small toys.
3. Fill the box with the items and a note, then clearly label
the box with your selected gender/age group.
Important: DO NOT put soap in the same box as candy.
DO NOT include toys resembling guns, or Transformers
toys of any kind.
Bring your shoebox to the School by December 17
following the 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. or noon Mass. Please
contact L. J. Milone, adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com or
301-622-1122, with any questions.

Marriage Preparation Weekend
Upcoming weekends: Dec 14-17, Jan 11-14, Jan 25-28
Are You Ready?! You’re not just planning a wedding,
you’re preparing for a lifetime! Our marriage preparation
course is an intensive preparation experience true to the
teachings of the Catholic Church. Convenient oneweekend schedule. FOCCUS Inventory included! $285
per couple. Registration required at 301-365-0612 or
www.ourladyofbethesda.org . These weekends fill up
quickly, so reserve your spot today! Our Lady of
Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda,
MD.
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***Around Town***
The Resurrection Winterfest and Craft Fair
- will be held Friday, December 1, 3-9 p.m. and Saturday,
December 2, 9-3 p.m. The 2-day event is held in the Amadeo
Room and Parish Life Center. More than 70 crafters and
vendors participate and sell a wide variety of items
including jewelry, candles, Brazilian handmade lace
articles, handcrafted purses, hand-crocheted items, handsewn totes, table runners and placemats, and floral
arrangements, to name a few. Resurrection tables offer
homemade baked goods, wine, and White House Christmas
Ornaments. Church of the Resurrection, 3315 Greencastle
Road, Burtonsville, MD.

A Christmas Party
—for Persons with Developmental Disabilities and their
families and friends will be Saturday, December 2,
7-10 p.m., at St. John the Evangelist School Gym, 10201
Woodland Drive, Silver Spring. People of all ages and
faiths are invited to this holiday celebration. Parents and
siblings of children with special needs are encouraged to
join the sponsoring support network. There will be fun,
free refreshments, and dancing to the Deejay MIKE. $5
per person. Please contact Mari Anne Hamilton
301-656-3463 or Peg Kolm, 301-562-9573 with questions.

Visit of Saint Nicholas
Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, will pay a special visit to
the Saint John Paul II National Shrine, 3900 Harewood Rd
NE, Washington, DC, on December 2 from 1-3:30 p.m.!
He is excited to meet children and share with them how
he became a saint, his special friendship with Christ, and
most importantly of all – how to prepare well for
Christmas. His visit will include special heartwarming
activities for children. We hope to see you and your whole
family on December 2!

Nativities of the World
Nativities of the World, a collection of more than 150
mostly-handcrafted crèches from around the globe, will
be on exhibit at the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy
Land in America, December 2, 2017—January 7, 2018
(daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m.). Many are folk art, created of local
materials, such as nuts, tin foil, straw and felt. See the
universality of the Catholic faith through the way
different cultures express the birth of Christ. The
Monastery is at 1400 Quincy St. NE, Washington, DC.
Free parking; near Brookland-CUA Metro/H6 bus
toward Ft. Lincoln. Information: myfranciscan.org and
202-526-6800.
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PAIN CONTROL

Acupuncture, Acu Massage, Herbs
11120 New Hampshire Ave. #409

Call Dr. Lee 301-592-1234
www.acupuncture-drs.com

Alex W. Kuzemka
Tax Preparation

13321 New Hampshire Ave. #200

(O) 301-384-3153
(H) 301-384-3817

WILLIAM JOHN
ARMSTRONG III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Specializing In Wills, Trusts,
Estates And Real Estate Transactions

301-384-9233 • armstrongutheman@aol.com
1804 Briggs Chaney Rd. • Silver Spring, MD 20905

WE NEED YOU!

ROBERT J. COYNE

• Treatment Foster Care
• Mother/Infant Foster Care
• Medically Fragile Foster Care

400 University Blvd., West
Silver Spring, MD

Become a Foster Parent

Washingtonian Top Orthodontists

Call today for your FREE consultation
11120 New Hampshire Avenue • Silver Spring

301-593-6363 • www.demarcotilkinortho.com
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301-577-4600 jgaffigan@bakergaffigan.com
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Fr. Joe Breighner offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”

THIS
WILL
DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

301-681-5013

301-429-2370

Serving the legal needs of the
community for twenty-five years.

www.concern4kids.org

Drs. DeMarco and Tilkin
Lisa DeMarco, D.D.S., M.S. • Nancy Tilkin, D.D.S., M.S.
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...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday"
on all kinds of topics. Short, insightful,
meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.

Send your file for a
quote to printing@
fataonline.com

Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

410-578-3600

CUSTOM
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O’NEILL
ARCHITECTS, INC
Member of The American Institute of Architects
CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS &
COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE
Stephen O'Neill, AIA
301-592-8878

RISTORANTE ITALIANO

301-585-1040
301
585 10
(Inside the Silver Spring Doubletree Hilton)

www.mainstreethub.com

Repair While You Wait • BUY

& PAWN
11205 New Hampshire Ave. (White Oak Shopping Ctr.)

Repair  Remodeling
Drain Cleaning  Water Heaters

301-439-4260

301-650-9100
BURNT MILLS BP SERVICENTER
Mike & Marty Dustin

301-593-1036

Hybrids • ASE • Diesel • Propane
10711 Columbia Pike • Silver Spring, MD 20901

1-800-689-1341
Silver Spring & Kensington
www.fastrackmd.com

It's Wise to...

HOURS OF OPERATION

ADVERTISE

AUTO REPAIR SHOP *Please call for appointments
Mon-Fri 7AM-5PM Sat 7AM-2PM Sunday Closed
*We feature BG products and services
GAS - DIESEL - PROPANE SALES & CASHIER
Open everyday 6AM-11PM
*Pick up & Drop off for Auto repair is available at cashier booth
• We Service Hybrids • ASE Certified Technicians

Call:
410-578-3600
for more information

301-593-5500

YOUR PLUMBER

SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*
*Certain Conditions Apply

$25 OFF

Any Plumbing
Service
WSSC #70985

Faucet or Toilet
Replacement
www.Your1Plumber.com

301-658-6830

(Not valid with any other offer or service fee)
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13106 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-879-7926

When you travel...

www.TranOrtho.com

Stay in touch...

E SO N
N
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301-530-7575

www.woytashlaw.com

Looking for More Business?

This Will Do It!

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
Call 410-578-3600

Serving: Stonegate ES,
Page ES, Jackson RD ED,
Drew ES, Westover ES,
Cannon RD ES, Cloverly ES
14015 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20904

www.mdchildservices.org

Sign up to receive the
bulletin electronically
each week

Lic. #
1610

Estate/Trust/Income Tax Planning
Business & Financial Services

7am-6:30 pm

240-644-9295

Visit parish website to view…

Burnt Mills Auto Body

LAW OFFICES
Federal, State, Local &
International Tax Services

Before and After
School Age Program

Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

301-681-4188

COLESVILLE
Child Center

Available.

Personalized
Full Color Designs

JOSEPH
C. WOYTASH, JR.
A Professional Corporation

CHUCK FRANK
MARK SMITH

Don’t Advertise

Specialist in Orthodontics &
Dentofacial Orthopedics

w w w.Nelsontreespecialist .com

11177 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Send your file for a quote to printing@fataonline.com

• Programs
• Save the Date
• Thank You's
• Magnets

30 1 - 85 4 -2 2 18

113 St. Mary’s
Place
Laurel, MD
20707

w w w.PallottiHS.org

Free Initial Exam & Consultation

Call 1-800-934-1620

$35 OFF

TRADITION
EXCELLENCE
COMMUNITY

1:4 Staff to Resident Ratio
Single level facility with private & semi-private accommodations
Parishioner

THE ONLY ONE YOU’LL EVER NEED

“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”

High School

Woodmoor Shopping Ctr.
www.hooverfisherflorist.com

13305 Burkhart St., Silver Spring, MD 20904

Now Treating TMJ and Headache Pain!
10301 Georgia Avenue, Suite 207, Silver Spring, MD 20902

www.drbassford.com

St. Vincent Pallotti

Memory Care • Assisted Living • Respite Care

ALICE M. BASSFORD, D.M.D, M.A.G.D. SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US
"Our Priority is You"

P

(301) 439-1655

301-512-1685

Assisted Living

"Prompt Medical Care
When You Need It"

1730 Elton Rd.

NEW & ACCEPTING RESIDENTS!

Magnolia House

bp

Piney Branch Opticians

Eye Exams • Eyeglasses
Contact Lenses

Hoover-Fisher
Florist, Inc.
301-593-4700
Answered 24 Hours

MANUFACTURING

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1986

HILLANDALE OPTICIANS

Lic. 782

Silver Spring Jewelry

BILLY SILK

Full Service Auto Repair & Maintenance
For All Makes & Models

Tree & Stump
Removal Experts
301-384-4746
PRUNING CLEARING
STUMP GRINDING

8727 Colesville Rd.

101 Valley Brook Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20904
Design@ONeillArch.com

JOE MAIER

Authentic,
Homemade
Italian Food

301-879-3888 | 89
13432 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring

"If it's broken...We Can Fix It"

301-593-1100
10753 Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD

Mark J.
Bernstein, D.D.S.
Jeffrey Perkins, D.D.S.
General Dentistry

PRAYER CARDS

301-989-3400

Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...

(Colesville Professional Building)

Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs

13321 New Hampshire Ave.
Suite #102
Corner of Randolph Rd.
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You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
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FATA • P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)
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