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Advent: First Sunday

Today’s readings: Isaiah 2:1-5 Romans 13:11-14 Matthew 24:37-44
First, let us note that it’s a new liturgical year, Year A, when we
focus on the Gospel of Matthew. Since Christmas falls on
Sunday this year, Advent, the season that begins each liturgical
year, lasts four full weeks.
How shall we celebrate it?

Welcoming • Learning• Maturing • Healing • Celebrating

A Ministering Community

There are many facets to Advent:
i In the past, it was considered a “little Lent,” a time of self-denial and penance.
i The first two weeks have an eschatological (end times) tone. In today’s gospel we hear,
“... stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.” We can spend time
reflecting of the fact that each day is a gift, no one knows the future.
i For some, Advent is simply a “pretend” time, a time when we wait for Jesus to be born.

i For most of us, however, it’s a time to prepare for Christmas: shopping, decorating,
partying, praying for decent weather so that we can do all that we do in the hectic weeks
of December.
Advent is a time of preparation. As we think about the gifts, trees, decoration and
entertainment that will fill the Christmas season, the challenge is to remember the meaning
of what we are doing. The Lord is already among us, bringing new life to us. Can we find
God in each task we do and in every person we meet?
Trying to become more aware of Christ’s presence in our daily lives may be the best
preparation for celebrating Christmas with joy and thanksgiving.

Next week’s readings—Advent: Second Sunday
Isaiah 11:1-10 Romans 15:4-9 Matthew 3:1-12

Schedule of Masses (December 3 & 4)
Saturday - 5:00
Sunday - 7:30
mack
9:00

- Fr. Willis (St. Nicholas Liturgy) 10:30
- Fr. Picazo
12:00

- Fr. Nitz
- Fr. D’Souza/Dcn. McCor-

- Fr. Brault

- Fr. Ochu

5:00

Daily Mass: - Monday– Friday - 7:30 & 8:30 a.m. and Saturday - 8:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation - Saturdays 4-4:45 p.m. & after daily Masses.
Marriage - Parishioners requesting a marriage date must have been
registered in the parish for six months.
Phone Numbers - Parish Office & Rectory: 301-622-1122
Fax: 301-625-9266
School: 301-622-3076
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Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, November 27 9:00 a.m. - Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Chapel
9:00 a.m. - Music Practice, Choir – Kazista Center
9:30 a.m. - Catechumenate – School
10:30 a.m. - Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Chapel
11:45 a.m. - Good News People – “Mcgurrity” - Kazista Ctr.
2:00 p.m. - Baptism Prep - Kazista Center
6:30 p.m. - Called and Gifted - Large Study
Monday, November 28
9:15 p.m. - Book Study – Parish Center
7:00 p.m. - Bereavement Support – Kazista Center
7:30 p.m. - Pax Christi Meeting - Library
Tuesday, November 29
9:00 a.m. - Knights of Columbus - Lyon Center
7:30 p.m. - Meditation – Chapel
Wednesday, November 30
9:15 a.m. - Spiritual Talks with L.J. – Kazista Center
3:00 p.m. - Children’s Choir – Kazista Center
Thursday, December 1
7:30 p.m. - Traditional Choir Rehearsal – Church
Friday, December 2
9:00 a.m. - Adoration – Chapel
Saturday, December 3
8:30 a.m. - Breakfast with Santa, Session I – Gym
10:30 a.m. - Breakfast with Santa, Session II – Gym
4:00 p.m. - Alternative Christmas Bazaar – Gym
5:00 p.m. - St. Nicholas Liturgy – Church
Access Bulletins Online via sjbcatholicchurch.com.
Bulletins are posted on Wednesdays prior to weekend liturgies.
December 11 Bulletin deadline:
Friday, December 2 at 9:00 a.m. Please submit in writing to
sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
FaceBook: www.facebook.com/sjbcc
Twitter: @SJB_Catholic

Join the Traditional Choir for Christmas
SJB Traditional Choir seeks singers for the Advent &
Christmas Season. We are a
friendly group of SJB music
ministers! We sing at Midnight
Mass on Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day and for the Christmas Season.
No audition is necessary. To sing
at Christmas involves participation
in three rehearsals. For more
information, please contact Susan
DeCamp: sdecamp@sjbcatholicchurch.com or
301-622-1122.

Mass Intentions (November 28-December 4)
Monday 7:30
8:30
Tuesday 7:30
8:30
Wednesday 7:30
8:30
Thursday 7:30
8:30
Friday 7:30
8:30

-

Saturday 8:30
Saturday 5:00
Sunday 7:30
9:00
10:30
12:00
5:00

-

Rev. Norman Haddad (Parishioners)
Faithful Departed
Cindy Russell - L - (T. Sonnino)
Faithful Departed
John d’Epagnier (Mullican Family)
Faithful Departed
St. John the Baptist (M. Fleurentin)
J. Nick Hahn (J. Marsich)
Eddie Krast - L - (Isabel)
Murata, Carame & Mary Claude Marseille
(Dalie Charles)
Juan Zarate (Family)
John & Cecelia Ziombra (G. Ziombra)
Christopher M. McCarthy (M. Lanigan)
Bert Wendorf (R. Wendorf)
Kathleen Milligan (Heller Family)
Jim Meyer (J. & J. Bangert)
Parishioners

Parish Staff
Rev. Y. David Brault
Rev. Tony D’Souza
Rev. Glen Willis
Rev. Austin Charles Ochu
Rev. Eliot Nitz
Rev. Luis Picazo
Deacon John Cermak
Deacon James Gorman
Deacon Ed McCormack
Brian Blomquist
Susan DeCamp
Cynthia Norris
Louis J. Milone
Diane Walsh
Marie Ferman
Tom Klotz

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Permanent Deacon
Permanent Deacon
Permanent Deacon
Parochial School Principal
Director of Liturgy & Music
Director of Social Concerns
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Youth Ministry
Faith Formation Coordinator
Facilities Managers

Parish Directory
Father Brault
Father D’Souza
Parish Office
Finance Office
Faith Formation
Youth Ministry
Liturgy
Social Concerns
Pastoral Council
Athletic Ministry
Parochial School
Bulletin & Website
SJB Website

pastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
assocpastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
secretary@sjbcatholicchurch.com
kkuzemka@sjbcatholicchurch.com
adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com
youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com
sdecamp@sjbcatholicchurch.com
socialconcerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com
pastoralcouncil@sjbcatholicchurch.com
sjbathletics.org
brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org
sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
sjbcatholicchurch.com
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Remember in Prayer
Jack Dunn, who has been seriously ill

Your Parish Gift
Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, the Bulletin went
to press before last weekend’s offertory was counted.
Look in next week’s Bulletin for offertory amounts for
November 19 & 20 and November 26 & 27.

Hospitality in the Gym
This Weekend

Because of the long Thanksgiving weekend, there will be
no Hospitality in the Gym. See you again on
December 3.
Next Weekend
December 3, there will much activity at SJB. In addition
to Community Sunday, the Alternative Gift Bazaar will
be in full swing and the Girl Scouts will be on hand to
wrap your gifts. What better way to begin your holiday!

The Alternative Gift Bazaar and the Girl Scouts gift
wrapping station will be open following the 5 p.m.
Mass on Saturday, December 3; however, there will
be no refreshments available during that time.

Bereavement Support Group
The Bereavement Support Group will meet
November 28, at 7:00 p.m., in the Large Conference Room
in the Kazista Center. All are welcome.
For further information, please call Maryanne Dulski,
301-384-1743 or Delores Ritter, 301-384-5885.

Advent Morning Reflection
Presented by members of SJB’s Spirituality Team. The
theme for the morning reflection will be Reflecting on The
Magnificat and Its Rich Old Testament References, and will
be held on Saturday, December 17, 9:00 -12:00 a.m. in the
School Library. Please contact 301-622-1122 or 301-8794368; urban261@gmail.com to register. Please respond by
December 14.

Advent 2016- Year A
This Sunday, we begin a new Liturgical
Church Year: Year A. The season of
Advent has a two-fold character. It is a
time of preparation for the Solemnities
of Christmas in which the First Coming
of the Son of God to humanity is remembered. We also remember and are led to
look forward to Christ’s Second Coming
at the end of time. “For these two reasons, Advent is
a period of devout and expectant delight” (Universal
Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, 39). We,
as members of the Church, practice moderation in our
lives and in the celebration of Liturgy in keeping with the
anticipatory character of the Advent Season, so that we
can experience the full joy of Christmas. Because Advent
is not of the same penitential nature as is Lent, our parish
uses “sarum blue” as a liturgical color during Advent.
The Advent Wreath is a popular symbol in our
church and many other Christian churches. The Advent
wreath is not a required element of the Roman Catholic
liturgy. The circular wreath probably originated as a
pagan custom that was adopted by the Christians. It is easy
to make a circular garland of evergreen branches that
represent eternity. During Advent, one candle is lit each
Sunday of Advent. A white candle can be lit and placed
inside the center of the wreath on Christmas Eve to
represent the coming of the light of Christ into the world.

How to Bless the Advent Wreath

The Prayer for the Second Sunday of Advent will be in
next Sunday’s Bulletin.

Lighting of the First Advent Candle
Traditionally, the youngest child lights one candle.

The Advent Wreath is usually blessed by the family
head or other leader.
The Sign of the Cross
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
All: Who has made heaven and earth.
Reading (Optional): Isaiah 9:1-2, 5-6
Prayer of Blessing
Leader: O God by whose word all things are sanctified, pour
forth your blessing upon this wreath, and grant that we
who use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of
Christ and may receive from you abundant graces.
Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Sprinkling the Advent Wreath with Holy Water (optional)
The leader sprinkles the Advent Wreath with holy water.
Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent (say this prayer
each night this week until Second Sunday of Advent):

Leader: O Lord, stir up your might, we beg you, and come, that
by your protection we may deserve to be rescued from
the threatening dangers of our sins and saved by your
deliverance. Who lives and reigns forever. Amen.
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Understanding the Mass
At the first meeting of the Pastoral Council following the May
elections, newly elected Mildred Wray commented at length on
the necessity for better participation at our weekend Masses.
Her thoughts were so well received; it was decided that focusing on liturgy would be a priority for the Council and a topic
for extensive attention in the Sunday bulletins this year. We
begin with Mrs. Wray’s comments to the Council.
Any reflection on the Mass entails an understanding of
the Second Vatican Council (1963-65), particularly its first
document, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy
(Sacrocanctum Concilium).
Here are a few statements that help us understand what
it is we do at Mass:
i Mother Church earnestly desires that all the
faithful be led to that full, conscious, and active
participation in liturgical celebrations which are
demanded by the very nature of the liturgy.
i Sacred Scripture is of paramount importance to
the celebration of the liturgy.

i By way of promoting active participation, the
people should be encouraged to take part by
means of acclamations, responses, psalmody,
antiphons, and songs, as well as by actions,
gestures, and bodily attitudes. And at the proper
times all should observe a reverent silence.
i The rites should be distinguished by a noble
simplicity; they should be short, clear, and
unencumbered by useless repetitions; they
should be within the people’s power of
comprehension, and normally should not require
much explanation.
i The treasures of the Bible are to be opened-up
more lavishly, so that richer fare may be
provided for the faithful at the table of God’s
word.
And surprisingly, the following had to be spelled out ...
+ The two parts which, in a sense, go to make up the
Mass, namely the liturgy of the word (sic) and the
Eucharistic liturgy of the Eucharist are so closely
connected with each other that they form but one
single act of worship. Accordingly, this sacred
Synod strongly urges pastors of souls that, when
instructing the faithful, they insistently teach them to
take their part in the entire Mass, especially on
Sunday and feasts of obligation.ġ
Next: The history of our understanding of the Mass
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St. Nicholas/Advent Children’s Liturgy
Saturday, December 3, 2016, 5 p.m.
Father Glen Willis will preside
and we hope to have a
special visit from “Bishop Nicholas.”
Please bring a toy for the
C-4 collection.
See the following description of
the toy collection.
C-4 Toy Closet

Bring Toys to Mass December 3 & 4
New, unwrapped toys are needed to support parents
who would otherwise not have gifts for their children at
Christmas. Suggested amount to spend is $15-20 per toy.
All TOYS must be NEW and unwrapped. Cash donations
are also welcome. For more information, or to volunteer,
call Alyssa Sherman Ranko, Director, at 301-599-2108, ext
313 or 703-851-5993.
Toys needed, boys and girls, ages 1-12:
Baby dolls
Pre-school toys
Barbies, Bratz
Stuffed animals
Electronic games
Monster Hill Dolls
Arts and crafts
Athletic games
Dress-up kits
Balls (soccer, football, etc.)
Nail kits
Sports equipment and games
Trucks
Remote control cars
Electronic games
Scooters
Purses for pre-teens
Mini skate boards

Day of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
“Could you not, then, watch one hour with me.”Matthew 26:40
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel will be
on Friday,
December 2. We ask parishioners who
are able, to sign up for a special one
hour period, so that we can be
assured of continuous coverage. All
are invited to participate, whenever
you can, on a drop-in basis. There will
be prayer sheets available with suggested prayers and devotions. Please
bring your own Bible, rosaries, prayer books, devotion
booklets, etc. which you would find helpful for your visit.
For more information, contact Susan Decamp at
301- 622- 1122 or sdecamp@sjbcatholicchurch.com.
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Mystic Word
First Sunday of Advent

A homeless man curls up on the side of the
Theodore Roosevelt Bridge, which crosses the Potomac
River. His tummy rumbles as he tries to stay warm on a
harsh winter night. As he is about to drift off into sleep,
a limousine pulls up. A beautiful blond woman steps out
of the car. She is dressed richly and fashionably. She
stoops down, pats his back gently and say, “Oh, honey,
you look so cold and lonely. Would you like to come
with me? I have a warm bed and a hot meal waiting for
you.” The man eagerly jumps up and dashes into her
car. He can’t believe his luck! Inside the limousine the
beautiful woman says she is a model and she offers him a
drink. Again, he marvels at his luck! She takes him to
her estate and feeds him a sumptuous meal. After dinner, they retire to their own rooms for the night. In bed,
the homeless man can’t recall the last time he was full
and warm. As he’s thinking, someone knocks at his bedroom door and opens it gingerly. It’s the beautiful model. She says, “I thought some extra money would help
you. I have one million dollars to give you. Roll over,
it’s in your night stand.” The man rolled over, right into
the Potomac.
Our fantasies can be so real sometimes. We can
get so caught up in what we think is going to happen, or
what we want to happen, that when reality happens we
experience it as hard and unforgiving. It’s all too easy
and all too common for reality to dash our dreams. I
think, though, Jesus would want reality to crush our fantasies, at least sometimes. Jesus preaches the God who is
here and now, who is in reality as it is, not as we imagine
it to be. Jesus believes reality is better than our fantasies,
for the reality upon which everything depends is the Holy Mystery of God.

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus says we do not
know when the Lord will come. The Lord comes like a
thief in the night and robs us of everything we hold dear,
all those things we think will give us happiness. The
Lord may come when we least expect, catching us with
our proverbial pants down. The Lord may come when
we are deep in a fantasy or caught up in some worry.
The Lord may come while we’re out shopping. Here’s
the surprise, though. The Lord has already come! The
Lord is here and we’re constantly missing him. We’re
more interested in what’s going in the world, in what’s
on television, or in what’s for dinner. This Advent we
may need to take time to reflect on where our minds

wander when they aren’t awake and ready for the Lord
who comes.

Staying awake, as Jesus commands, means to be present in the here and now. It is the state of clear and full
consciousness rooted in this very moment. To be here
and now is simply to be aware, but not of anything specific. It is simply to be. Pure being is pure awareness.
We are not aware of any-thing in particular. Our souls
are silently empty within. Because of this and because
the reality grounding our being is the Mystery of God,
pure awareness is also pure nothingness. Waking up
means bringing our minds to the point of pure awareness, pure being, and pure nothing.

Wakefulness is a high religious aspiration.
Saints and sages desire this state because it is the state of
enlightenment and salvation. It is the state in which we
see God in all things. It is the state of mercy and compassion, for through this state we see all people as sister and
brother. It is the state of pure bliss. In this conscious
state, we know peace and freedom. In this full awareness, nothing can disturb us, nothing can oppress us, and
nothing can frighten us. Only in this state of awakened
consciousness can we see the injustice in the world and
create the avenues toward justice.

This Advent, concern yourself less with presents and
more with presence. Focus not on what to get or give for
Christmas but on the God who is with us and within us
right here and right now. You will be bombarded this
holiday season with copious amounts of marketing. You
will be the target of multinational conglomerates trying
to get you to purchase their latest gadget. You will feel
pressure from family and friends to fall in line and
continue the furious consumer race. Even as your to-do
list quadruples and you’re spending your free time at the
mall, keep Jesus words, stay awake, in mind. You can
have this state of mind as you carry out all the stressful
and not-so-stressful activities in preparation for Christmas. Heed Jesus’
words and inhabit the state of pure
consciousness, which is also pure being
and pure nothingness.
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Social Concerns
Cynthia Norris, Director, 301-622-1122, socialconcerns@sjbsilverspring.org

Advent Community Service Opportunities
Participate in the Alternative Gift Bazaar, Saturday,
December 3, after the 5:00 p.m. Mass & Sunday,
December 4, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. in the Gym.
Once again we will feature: Haitian coffee, handmade
pottery, linens, jewelry, toys,
bowls, leather, indigenous art
and more. This year, we will
have a large assortment of
marked down items from
SERVV. Please help those in
need in our community by purchasing gifts from our Alternative Christmas Gift
Catalogue

people are adults, socks for children are especially hard
to come by. The ideal pair of socks is simple cotton crew
socks, the kind that sell for less than 50 cents wholesale.
Bring new socks to the Kazista Center by 12 Noon
December 11.
Blanket Sunday—December 10 & 11
St. John’s is the sole contributor of
blankets for the homeless at Shepherd’s
Table. Many times, shelters are so over
crowded that the homeless choose to
sleep on the streets. The blankets
are their only source of warmth,
comfort and protection during these
winter months. Please donate new or
very gently used, clean, blankets,
comforters, sleeping bags to help those
in greatest need.

C-4 Toy Closet
Donate a toy to the C-4 Toy Distribution Project. All
TOYS must be NEW and unwrapped. Suggested amount
to spend: $15-$20/toy; cash donations are also
welcomed. Toys needed include: Baby Dolls, pre-school
toys, Barbie, Brats, and Monster
High dolls, Arts and Crafts, Balls
(soccer, footballs, basketballs), Dress
-up kits (shoes, jewelry), Nail kits,
Purses for pre-teens, Perfume for pre
-teens, Sports equipment and games,
Trucks (electronic and regular),
Remote control cars, Electronic
games, Scooters / Mini skate boards.
Bring toys to the Kazista Center by Sunday, December 4.
C4 Toy Distribution
Volunteer to help set-up for the toy distribution on
Friday, December 9, 6 – 8 p.m. or distribute toys at C-4,
on Saturday, December 10, 8 – 2 p.m. Contact Alyssa
Ranko at 301-599-2108, ext. 313 (w) or 703-851-5993 (c).
Heads & Toes
Looking for a fun and easy way to support the
Homeless? Donate new socks and/or
warm caps for homeless children, women,
and men in our area. Warm hats in cold
weather is easy to understand. For people
who live on the fringe of society, the socks
provide comfort and help ensure foot
health. A homeless person getting
clothing from a charitable organization may get just
about everything—except socks. Though most homeless

Transport Some Blankets
Volunteer to help transport blankets to Shepherd’s Table,
8210 Dixon Ave located in Downtown Silver Spring.
Contact Cynthia Norris at 301-622-1122 or
socialconcerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com.
Adopt a Family
Adopt a family with children in need of
Christmas gift and dinner. Contact Cynthia Norris at
301--622-1122, or socialconcerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com,
no later than December 16.
Volunteer at the Pantry
Food donated at St. John the Baptist is transported by
volunteers to the St. Camillus Food Pantry, which is
experiencing more demand than ever for non-perishable
food. Please help the SJB Pantry knock the stuffing out of
hunger—and into the hungry!

Laudato Si: A Reflection
The Catechism firmly states that human power has
limits and that ”it is contrary to human dignity to
cause animals to suffer or die needlessly.” (n.131)
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Alternative Gift Bazaar December 3 & 4…
Next Weekend!
SJB’s annual Alternative Gift Bazaar will be
held in the gym after the 5 p.m. Mass on
December 3 and 8:30 – 1:30 p.m. on
December 4. Don’t miss this opportunity to
purchase unique and meaningful gifts, sold
in the spirit of Fair Trade, for family, friends,
teachers, and coaches. Support our parish
social-justice projects and local service
agencies by purchasing gift cards from the
Alternative Gift Catalogue. Select an
organization and level of support, and donate in the name of a family member, friend, teacher,

coach, or co-worker. Gift cards will be provided, which you can present to the person
in whose name the donation is given.
Every economic… action must set about providing each inhabitant of the planet with the minimum wherewithal to live in dignity and
freedom, with the possibility of supporting a
family, educating children, praising God and
developing one’s own human potential.
Pope Francis

For more information on fair trade and just economic development, visit www.crsfairtrade.org.

Stuffing in Advent, Pantry Style

Sodality Christmas Shower for S.O.M.E.

Looking for something to stuff between the turkey for
Thanksgiving Day’s feast and Santa with milk and cookies
on Christmas Eve? How about the empty stomachs of the
not-so well-off families helped by St. John’s Pantry for the
Hungry? Food donated at St. John the Baptist is transported by volunteers to the St. Camillus Food Pantry, which is
experiencing more demand than ever for non-perishable
food. Please help the SJB Pantry knock the stuffing out of
hunger—and into the hungry!

St. John’s Sodality is having a Christmas “Shower” in
the Lyon Center on Saturday, December 10, after the
8:30 a.m. Mass. The Shower benefits S.O.M.E., So Others
May Eat. Come and bring a gift—here are some
suggestions:

Suggestions for donations:
Dried Beans, red, black
Corn Flour/Masa Harina for
tortillas
Macaroni and Cheese
Pasta/Spaghetti
Spaghetti Sauce
Cereal, iron-fortified
Oatmeal (not packets)
Vegetable Oil
White Flour
Sugar
Peanut Butter, Jelly
Tuna Fish
Canned Fruit—pineapple, peaches
Canned vegetables - peas, corn, green beans
Canned tomatoes
Baby Food—Cereal, jars, juices
Sardines in Tomato Sauce
Canned beans—black, red, kidney (NOT BAKED BEANS)

■ New or almost new winter clothes for children, men
and women. Place them in bags or boxes and mark them
“Boys,” “Girls,” “Men” or “Women.”
■ Bags or boxes filled with winter hats, gloves, scarves,
socks, toilet items, deodorant, powder, body lotion,
small boxes of tissues, Christmas candy, or cookies.
Mark the bags or boxes “Boy,” “Girl,” “Man” or
“Woman.”

Christmas Party for those with Disabilities
A Christmas Dance Party for Persons with Developmental Disabilities and their families and friends will be held
on December 3 from 7:00—10:00 p.m. at St. John the
Evangelist School’s Gym, 10201 Woodland Drive in
Silver Spring, MD. Cost is $5.00 per person. Contact
Mari Anne Hamilton 301-656-3463 or Peg Kolm 301-5629573.

SJB Shoeboxes for the Homeless
Faith Formation classes will be participating in the
Shoeboxes for the Homeless Project which will provide 100
shoeboxes filled with winter items that will be
distributed to the homeless near the Dorothy Day House
in Washington, DC.
If you do not have any children in St. John’s Faith
Formation Program, you can still participate in the
project. Please drop off shoeboxes in the Parish office by
December 4.
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Faith Formation-Adults
L.J. Milone, Director, 301-622-1122, adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Evening of Recollection

SJB Christian Meditation Group

December 9: From Fear to Faith, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m., in
the Church

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., in the Chapel,
All are welcome!

This is a brief retreat opportunity to deepen your faith
via a lively talk by L.J. Milone, spoken/quiet prayer, and
Taize chant.

Come any Tuesday evening to experience the ancient
practice of Christian meditation, to hear lively talks, and
to experience a spiritual community. No previous
experience necessary.

Scripture Course
The study of the sacred Scriptures must be a door opened to
every believer.
Pope Francis (Evangelii Gaudium)

Join us in an exploration of our rich Catholic Tradition on
Scripture with L.J. Milone, SJB Director of Faith
Formation and Archdiocese of Washington Faith
Foundations Instructor. Couse will be held at SJB.
Saturday, January 7, 14, 21 & 28, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
- in the School Library
General Fee: $29.00 ($20 for catechists)
– free for SJB Catechists
To register please contact LJ Milone at
lj.milone@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Breakfast with Santa Next Weekend
This is one of our most treasured traditions at
SJB. This year’s theme is "Run, Run, Rudolph,
Santa’s Gotta Make it to Town!” Enjoy pancakes,
sausage, fruit, coffee and pastries and have your
photo taken with Santa himself. Tickets are $12 per
person, but free for those 3 and under. Photos are
now included with the price of admission.

Spiritual Talks
Wednesdays, 9:15 - 10:45 a.m., Lg. Conf. Rm. (come
any Wednesday morning) for informal talks on spirituality and its eminently practical nature. We also
watch DVD presentations by Richard Rohr, Anthony
De Mello, Thomas Keating, and others.

The Friends of God
1st and 3rd Sundays, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Lg. Conf. Rm.

This is a group dedicated to studying and practicing the
teachings of the Christian mystics. We are reading St.
John of the Cross. Join us for any session with or without
the book. Our next meeting will be December 4.

If your family or business would like to sponsor this
magical event with a cash or in-kind donation, please
contact the Chair, Vivian Diokno, at
vivian.diokno@gmail.com.

Tickets will be sold after TODAY’s Masses at
9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 12:00 p.m.

During Breakfast with Santa, children will also have an
opportunity to shop at our Santa Secret Shop. Most
items will be handcrafted by SJB families, and they will
be priced under $6. Kids should bring some of their
cash to shop for gift for their parents, siblings, or
friends. Checks are also accepted.

Breakfast with Santa, Saturday, December 3 in the
Parish Gym.

Young Adults: Silver Spring Catholics

Session One:
8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Silver Spring Catholic connects young adults living in
the Silver Spring area with Jesus.
Contact sscatholics@gmail.com for more information.

Session Two:
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Theology on Tap
Join other young adults (ages 21-39) at Buffalo
Billiards in Dupont Circle for our four week happy
hour and speaker series on “Beyond Politics: Working
through Conflict to Build a Peaceful World,” Tuesday
evenings November 15-December 6 from 6 - 8:00 p.m.
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Advent at St. John Paul II Shrine
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***Around Town***

Rejoice on Gaudete Sunday by coming to Advent Concert and Carols at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine
in Washington, D.C. on December 11 from 3:30 – 5:30
p.m. The concert will be based on Sacred Scripture and
St. John Paul II’s writings on Advent. Enjoy hot chocolate
and cookies during intermission and then sing along to
many favorite carols.
In addition, on Tuesday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m., the
Shrine will have a Penance Service with Adoration, Confession, and Benediction. On Sunday, December 18, Blessing of the Bambinelli will take place after the 2:00 p.m.
Mass. For more information visit www.jp2shrine.org or
email events@jpshrine.org. The shrine is located at 3900
Harewood Road NE near the Brookland-CUA Metro station. Parking is available on site.

Movie and Lecture on Thomas More,
A Man for All Seasons
The Oscar-winning film A Man for All Seasons, which
depicts the life and martyrdom of Thomas More, will be
shown at the Saint John Paul II National Shrine at 3900
Harewood Road, NE in Washington, D.C., on December
3 at 1:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be served afterwards followed by a lecture. Dr. Bryan Berry, a scholar
on Thomas More, will speak on Thomas More’s duty as
Lord Chancellor of England to defend the Catholic faith
against heresies and on the movie’s portrayal of More’s
public witness to the truths of the faith.
For more information about the movie and lecture, which
is part of the ongoing Thomas More Lecture Series at the
Shrine, please visit www.jp2shrine.org. Admission is free
but registration is required at
www.manforallseasons.eventbrite.com.

Spiritual Pilgrimage in the Holy Land
March 4-15, 2017
Deadline to Register: November 30, 2016
You are invited to a unique and powerful encounter with
Jesus Christ, the same powerful spiritual exercises
preached by renowned retreat master, Fr. John Hopkins,
LC from Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, but in the
Holy Land while you are retracing Jesus’ footsteps. The
cost is $2,849 per person-all inclusive, land only (10 hotel
nights, double occupancy basis, meals, all entrance fees
and tips, no hidden tax fees); optional group flight
+$1,290. For full itinerary details please contact Cris
Tallent at Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat
Center 301-365-0612 or
at rcholylandspex@gmail.com,
or www.ourladyofbethesda.org.

Spiritual Weekends

Plan a get-away with Christ! Our Lady of Bethesda
Retreat Center offers silent retreats based
on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola.
Spiritual Exercises for Women
December 2-4 / 3-day retreat / $190 per person (coincides with Girl’s High School retreat.
Great opportunity for a Mother/Daughter retreat
experience!)
February 17-19, 2017 / 3-day retreat / $225 per
person
March 2-5. 2017 / 4-day retreat / $300 per
person
Spiritual Exercises for Men
January 27-29, 2017 / 3-day retreat / $225 per
person (coincides with Young Men’s High
School/College retreat. Great opportunity for a
Father/Son retreat experience!)
March 9-12, 2017 / 4-day retreat/$300 per
person.

Spiritual Exercises for High School Young
Women (16+)
December 2-4, / 3-day retreat / $150 per person (coincides with Women’s retreat.
Great Mother/Daughter opportunity!)
Spiritual Exercises for High School/College
Young Men (16+)
January 27-29, 2017 / 3-day retreat / $150 per
person (coincides with Men’s retreat.
Great Father/Son opportunity!)
Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center offers silent retreats based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of
Loyola. Located at 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD.
To register, visit www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call
301-365-0612.

Three to Get Married Marriage Preparation
Weekend
January 12-15, February 9-12, February 23-26
Our marriage preparation course is an
intensive preparation experience true to the teachings of the Catholic Church. Convenient oneweekend schedule. Cost per couple - $285 Registration required: 301-365-0612.
www.ourladyofbethesda.org
Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., Bethesda,
MD.
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Youth Ministry
Marie Ferman, Director, 301-622-1122, youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Child starting Kindergarten Next Year?
Consider SJB. We are a co-ed school with one
class in each grade from Kindergarten through 8 th grade.
Moreover, we are a Blue-Ribbon Award winning school
with consistently high academic achievement. In fact,
we are more than a school. We are a parish community
with after-school sports, computer coding, scouts, band,
choir, book club, and robotics.
Visit our faith-filled learning environment on
Tuesday, December 6 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and on
Monday, December 12 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. to learn
about SJB. To learn more, visit sjbsilverspring.org.

Let's hoop it up, SJB!
Registration for SJB Intramural Basketball is open for all
students in grades K- 8.

xThe Grades 3-6 Boys League will play Saturday mornings beginning December 10.

xThe Grades 3-6 Girls League will start on
December 10 midday.

xThe Co-ed League for 7- 8 graders will begin on the
weekend of December 9.

xKids in grades K-2 will start playing on Saturdays in
January. No practices, just games!

SJB SCHOOL CORNER
SJB students enjoy 60 minutes of music class
each week. “The Ward Method” of music instruction
is used to help students grow in the appreciation of
music theory and composition. This method, based in
Gregorian chant, was developed to teach Catholic
school children the fundamentals of music, enabling
them to sing the sacred music of the Church’s
tradition. Vocal exercises, staff notation, and dictation
are all part of our music practice at SJB.
Our annual Christmas program is one of our
long-held traditions. If you walk through the halls of
SJB in November, you will hear the voices of students
practicing their songs. Every year we hold two
performances – a matinee and an evening
performance.
We invite all parishioners to our Christmas
program this year with our matinee presentation on
Monday, December 19 at 1:00 p.m. and the evening
performance on Tuesday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Both performances will be held in the church.
We look forward to seeing many of you there.

CYO players are encouraged
to register.
All intramural games will be played
in the Gym. The leagues are open to
all students, including non-SJB
parishioners.
Register at www.sjbathletics.org.

Catholic High Schools in the D.C. Area
The Archdiocese of Washington is home to 20
academically rigorous, high quality Catholic high
schools. Each school has a unique mission and charism;
however, they share a common commitment:
To develop well-rounded young men and women
through faith formation, scholarship, community
service and extra-curricular programs.
To learn more about the schools, visit http://adw.org/
high-schools/
To learn more about tuition assistance, visit http://
adw.org/tuition-assistance/
The deadline to apply for Archdiocesan tuition
assistance for the 2017 – 2018 school year is THIS Friday,
December 2.
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Acupuncture, Acu Massage, Herbs
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Alex W. Kuzemka
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ROBERT J. COYNE
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• Treatment Foster Care
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• Medically Fragile Foster Care
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Become a Foster Parent

Tax Preparation
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Call today for your FREE consultation
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FATA • P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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"Prompt Medical Care
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www.fastrackmd.com

BURNT MILLS BP SERVICENTER
Full Service Auto Repair & Maintenance
For All Makes & Models

bp

Call: 410-578-3600 301-593-1036
10711 Columbia Pike
for more information

301-646-9979

Yours!

FOR BUSINESS...

THE ONLY ONE YOU’LL EVER NEED

SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*
*Certain Conditions Apply

$25 OFF

Any Plumbing
Service

Charles
M. Dilla, P.T.
Orthopedic Physical Therapy

• Programs
• Save the Date
• Thank You's
• Magnets
Call 1-800-934-1620

$35 OFF
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Replacement
www.Your1Plumber.com
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