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Easter : Sixth Sunday

Welcoming • Learning• Maturing • Healing • Celebrating

A Ministering Community

Today’s readings:
Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2, 22-29 Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 John 14:23-29

The fifty days of Easter are coming to an end. Next Sunday we
celebrate the Ascension, then Pentecost on May 15. In today’s
gospel we hear Jesus’ words of assurance that his disciples
would not be left to their own devices. The Holy Spirit, the Advocate, would be with them and would not allow them to forget
all that he had told them.
Sometimes a reminder of God’s ever present love and care comes from an unexpected source.
One such instance occurred at the end of last Sunday’s episode of Call the Midwife. The BBC
series is based in a convent in a poor section of East London. The Sisters of Nonnatus House
are not Roman Catholic, but Anglican, yet their prayers, liturgies, philosophy, and the way of
life are familiar and inspiring.
The occasion was a liturgy honoring the founder of the order, a nun named for 12th century
German Benedictine Abbess, Hildegard of Bingen. At the heart of the service, the young
sister who planned the liturgy inserted one of their founder’s favorite phrases, “God hugs us.”
Three little words—a simple concept containing all that Easter means to us. Theologians,
mystics, philosophers, holy people of all kinds have written volumes, and we cherish their
words. But at the end of the day, it’s good to remember that “God hugs us.”

Next week’s readings—Ascension of the Lord
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 Ephesians 1:17-23 or Hebrews 9:24-28; 10:19-23 Luke 24:46-52
Please note: In the Archdiocese of Washington, the Solemnity of the Ascension
replaces the Seventh Sunday of Easter
We will celebrate the group First Communion Mass at noon next weekend.
Schedule of Masses (April 30 & May 1)
Saturday Sunday -

5:00
7:30
9:00
10:30

- Fr. Ochu/Dcn. Gorman
- Fr. Picazo
- Fr. Nitz/Dcn. Cermak
- Fr. Willis/Dcn. McCormack

12:00
5:00

- Fr. Brault
- Fr. D’Souza

Daily Mass: Monday-Friday - 7:30 & 8:30 a.m.
Saturday - 8:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4-4:45 p.m.
and after Daily Masses.
Baptism: Parishioners are asked to call the Parish Office
for the times of the monthly liturgical celebrations
and to arrange for classes.
Marriage: Parishioners requesting a marriage date must
have been registered in the parish for six months. Please
call the pastor or associate pastor at least six months in
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Week-at-a-Glance
Sunday, May 1
8:30 a.m. - Community Sunday – Gym
9:00 a.m. - Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Chapel
9:00 a.m. - Music Practice, Band – Parish Center
9:30 a.m. - Catecumenate – School
10:15 a.m. - 8th Grade Confirmation Prep – School
10:30 a.m. - Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Chapel
11:30 a.m. - Faith Formation Reception – Gym
11:45 a.m. - Eco Ministry – Parish Center
2:00 p.m. - Friends of God – Library
3:45 p.m. - Youth Band – Parish Center
6:00 p.m. - Youth Group – Lyon Center
6:30 p.m. - Called & Gifted – School Study
Monday, May 2
9:15 a.m. - Book Study – Parish Center
7:00 p.m. - Athletic Ministry Board Meeting – Parish Center
8:00 p.m. - Men’s League Basketball – Parish Center
Tuesday, May 3
7:00 p.m. - Good News People, 20s & 30s – Lyon Center
7:30 p.m. - Meditation – Church
Wednesday, May 4
9:15 a.m. - Spiritual Talks with L.J. – Parish Center
3:15 p.m. - Children’s Choir Rehearsal – Parish Center
4:00 p.m. - Homeschool Soccer – Field
6:00 p.m. - Community Fund – Parish Center
7:00 p.m. - Children’s Choir Concert – Church
7:00 p.m. - Children’s Choir Reception – Gym
Thursday, May 5
7:30 p.m. - Traditional Choir Rehearsal – Church
8:00 p.m. - Men’s League Basketball – Gym
Friday, May 6
9:00 a.m. - Adoration – Chapel
5:30 p.m. - T-Ball – Field
Saturday, May 7
8:15 a.m. - Little Feet Soccer – Field
9:00 a.m. - Called & Gifted – Lyon Center
10:00 a.m. - 33 Days to Morning Glory – School Study
10:00 a.m. - Environmental Outreach Meeting – Lyon Center
6:00 p.m. - Basketball Clinic for Players – Gym

Access Bulletins Online via www.sjbcatholicchurch.com
Bulletins are posted each Wednesday prior to
weekend liturgies.
May 15 Bulletin deadline: Friday, May 6, 9 a.m.
Submit items to sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Next Week’s Altar Servers
April May 7 & 8

5:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

- Joseph Clyde & Mael Takadjou
- Malits Family
- David Ramthun & Cailyn Williams
- Aronke Fashina & Isabelle Louis-Charles
- Luciana & Oliver Wolcott
- Caroline & John Hechinger

Mass Intentions (May 2-8)
Monday 7:30
8:30

- Mary Garner (T. & K. Marconi)
- Ralph Coan (SJB Parishioners)

Tuesday 7:30
8:30

- Pius O. Nyakiamo (J. Awich & Family)
- Private Intention

Wednesday 7:30
8:30
Thursday 7:30
8:30
Friday 7:30
8:30

- Private Intention
- Cecelia Maloney (C. & B. Karchmer)
- Florence Mae Cullen Butta
(SJB Parishioners)
- Omar Khiel (M. Khiel)
- Dcn. Joseph Interlandi (SJB Parishioners)
- Private Intention

Saturday 8:30

- Jodie Fenton (J. & S. Sklamm)

Saturday 5:00
Sunday 7:30
9:00
10:30
12:00
5:00

-

Carmen & Cruz Salazar (Clyde Family)
Catherine McKeon (M. Schoenbeck)
Anna Fontana (Danna Family)
Jean Abbruzzese (M. Vassiliou)
Erin Tervo (A. & G. Urban)
Parishioners

Parish Staff
Rev. Y. David Brault
Rev. Tony D’Souza
Rev. Glen Willis
Rev. Austin Charles Ochu
Rev. Eliot Nitz
Rev. Luis Picazo
Deacon John Cermak
Deacon James Gorman
Deacon Ed McCormack
Brian Blomquist
Susan DeCamp
Cynthia Norris
Louis J. Milone
Marie Ferman
Sean Van Gieson
Tom Klotz and James Ottley

Pastor
Associate Pastor
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Weekend Associate
Permanent Deacon
Permanent Deacon
Permanent Deacon
Parochial School Principal
Director of Liturgy & Music
Director of Social Concerns
Director of Faith Formation
Director of Youth Ministry
Faith Formation Coordinator
Facilities Managers

Parish Directory
Father Brault
Father D’Souza
Parish Office
Finance Office
Faith Formation
Faith Form. Co-ord.
Youth Ministry
Liturgy
Social Concerns
Parish Website
Pastoral Council
Athletic Ministry
Parochial School

pastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
assocpastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
secretary@sjbcatholicchurch.com
kkuzemka@sjbcatholicchurch.com
adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com
ffc@sjbcatholicchurch.com
youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com
worship@sjbcatholicchurch.com
socialconcerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com
sjbcatholicchurch.com
pastoralcouncil@sjbcatholicchurch.com
www.sjbathletics.org
brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org

Parish Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Sunday
Phone Numbers: Parish Offices & Rectory: 301-622-1122
Fax: 301-625-9266
School: 301-622-3076
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Remember in Prayer

Celebrating the Year of Mercy

John Zimmerman, Pack 499 Cub Scout Leader,
who recently died.

When Pope Francis called for a Year of
Mercy (December, 2015-November,
2016) he asked each of us to celebrate
by showing to others the mercy that God
constantly extends to all of us. The motto
for the year is “Merciful like the Father.”
A hymn for the Holy Year of Mercy was composed
by Eugenio Costa and Paul Inwood. It has been translated into many, many languages, but the simple refrain
remains in Latin, symbolic of the unity of the Church
around the world.
The refrain (the motto, “Merciful like the Father”) takes
four words in English but the Latin requires only three:

Hospitality in the Gym
Today, May 1, be sure to stop by the Gym
after the 7:30, 9, 10:30 and noon Masses
and enjoy coffee and donuts and the
company of fellow parishioners. Also, you
will have a chance to vote for members of the
Pastoral Council. It will be our last Community Sunday
before Summer so be sure to make the most of it.
Next Weekend, May 8, stop by the Gym following the
7:30, 9, 10:30 and noon Masses and enjoy the last pancake
breakfast before the summer.

Pastoral Council—Vote Today

Misericordes – merciful
sicut – like
Pater – the Father
The tune is simple:

This weekend, after all Masses make sure
to vote for new members of the Pastoral
Council. You may vote for up to four
candidates. Although there are only
three candidates listed on the ballot,
there is space for a write-in candidate. The ballot is on
page five of this Bulletin. A description of the Pastoral
Council follows.
The Parish’s Pastoral Council is a voluntary body of
twelve elected and appointed parishioners providing
consultative services to our pastor. The Council is the
laity’s voice in partnership with the clergy to participate
in the planning and coordination of the spiritual and
material needs of the parish through its various ministries. The Pastoral Council’s role helps the parish grow
in holiness and promotes life in all its richness.
The Parish Council serves as a permanent structure for
constructive dialog between the clergy and laity so all can
work in close cooperation as a truly Christian community.
Three of the Council’s twelve members are elected each
year. A fourth member is appointed by the pastor. All
members serve a three year term on a rotating basis. Parishioners are encouraged to volunteer either as an elected
member of the Council or to actively participate in Council
activities. Council meetings are held on the second Monday
of each month and are open to all parishioners.
Parishioners are also encouraged to submit suggestions to improve the material and spiritual needs of our
community by email addressed to PastoralCouncil@ sjbsilverspring.org or by directly contacting any of the individual members of the Council. The Council regularly discusses parishioner submissions during its monthly meetings. A directory of all the current members of the Parish
Council is posted on the Parish bulletin boards.

We’ll begin using it as a response to the Prayer of the
Faithful (General Intercessions) in Ordinary Time.

Your Parish Gift
Offertory for last week

$ 11,333.50

These figures do not include donations made through
Faith Direct, which are reported once per month.

Wedding Announcement
As this couple prepares for marriage, we offer our
prayers and best wishes.
I

Meghan McGath & John Zittrauer

First Communion
Congratulations are extended to this week’s
First Communicant:
5:00 Sat. Conor Francis Fitzgerald, son of
Jessica and Eoin Fitzgerald
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Social Concerns
Cynthia Norris, Director, 301-622-1122, socialconcerns@sjbcatholicchurch.com

College St. Jean Baptiste,
Our Secondary School in Haiti
During the month of April, we will raise funds to
support our secondary school, Collège St. Jean Baptiste,
in Baradères, Haiti. The cost of tuition is only $250 per
student per year. A joint effort by St. Pierre and St. John
the Baptist, it is the only Catholic High School in
Baradères, and one of two in the village. With the help of
a dedicated staff of teachers, our students have excelled
over the years academically. Our students and teachers
enjoy a hot meal everyday which enables them to tackle
the heavy course load. In addition to the basics, they study
French, Créole, Spanish, and Latin. Their classes begin
early to take advantage of the sunlight
as electricity is very limited or nonexistent. Because of its outstanding
reputation in the village and in the
country, the demand for admission
to the school is very high. While
there is no entrance exam,
students are not allowed to repeat a grade should they
fail. During his visit last month, Fr. Jean-Philippe, the new
pastor at St. Pierre, shared with us a list of needs for the
school. Each week, we have highlighted one of the needs.
Pay Teachers $4 per Hour at
Our Secondary School in Haiti
Sadly, this year our contributions to our Haiti Sister Parish
have fallen short of the amount needed to pay teacher
salaries. Our loyal teachers are now working for half pay.
The secondary school teachers at Collège St. Jean Baptiste
in Baradères, our secondary school in Haiti, requested
$4 an hour, but will only receive $2.10 an hour. How many
of us would take a job at $4 an hour and continue in this
job when our pay was cut in half? Will you contribute to
our teacher salaries, to ensure we can keep their talented

Annual SJB Parish Baby Bottle Campaign
The Parish Social Concerns Ministry, with the
help of the Knights is kicking off the Parish’s
annual Baby Bottle Campaign to help
expectant mothers at the Centro Tepeyac and
the Gabriel Network pregnancy centers. Again
this year, the campaign runs from Mother’s Day
to Father’s Day. You can pick up your empty baby
bottle after all Masses on May 7 & 8 at the doors, at the
Knights’ table in the Gym, or in the Parish Office. Once
you fill them with your donation, simply return the
bottles anytime up to Father’s Day, June 19. That day you
can place them in the cradle in the Sanctuary at offertory.

and faithful instruction? For only $35, you can pay one
teacher’s salary for a week; for $140 you can pay one
teacher’s salary for one month; for $350, you can pay one
teacher’s salary for an entire school year! You can use your
own envelope or pick one up in the Parish Office. Any
amount is most appreciated. You may put contributions
into the basket or leave them at the Parish Office.

Champion Tree Tour, May 7
Most parishioners are familiar
with the state champion red
maple here at St. John’s,
but there are a number of
champion trees at other
Catholic institutions in the
county. These include a
Southern magnolia at St. Michael's Church, a Douglas fir
at St. Rose of Lima Church, the champion pin oak at
Stone Ridge School, and several champion trees at Holy
Cross Academy. Join the Eco-ministry for a close look at
these trees and several other impressive champions.
Participants should plan to meet at St. John’s parking
lot at 9:30 a.m., Saturday, May 7. We will return at 12:30
p.m. The tour will be led by Joe Howard, longtime
member of Montgomery Co. Forestry Board. Please let
him know if you plan to attend or have any questions.
301-585-8818 or maryyhoward@verizon.net

May—SJB Month at C-4 Clothes Closet
May is our month at the Closet. Help is needed on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and especially on Fridays. The
Closet is open from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Fridays; Thursdays are restocking days. The Closet is
in need of summer clothes and toddler clothes for any
season. Please call Alyssa Ranko 301-599-2108, ext. 313
with questions.
By contributing you will help mothers with pregnancies
in crisis choose the priceless gift of life for their babies.
For more information, contact Bill Legato, 301-622-0868
or Ramon Bueno, 301-460-1439.

Papal Intentions for May
■ That in every country of the world, women may
be honored and respected and that their essential
contribution to society may be highly esteemed.
■ That families, communities and groups may pray the
Holy Rosary for evangelization and peace.
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Pastoral Council Ballot 2016
The following parishioners have consented to have their
names placed in nomination for the Pastoral Council.
We are grateful for their willingness to serve. Information
on additional candidate(s) is available at the voting table.
The voting table is located in the Hall following the
morning Masses and either in back of the Church or in
the Courtyard after the evening Masses. To vote for a

nominee not listed on the ballot, simply write his/her
name in the space provided.
In June, four of the current Pastoral Council members
will complete their terms in office. Fr. David will appoint
one member to the Council as the Pastor does each year.
For more information on the role and membership of the
Pastoral Council see page three of this Bulletin.

□ Dave Michaels (Adult Candidate)
Dave Michaels moved to Colesville Maryland in 1965 where his family became parishioners at
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. Dave graduated from Springbrook High School and earned his
bachelors degree at the University of Maryland. He has worked as a teacher, sales person, business
owner, and most recently, as a full time caregiver for his elderly folks. Dave volunteers with the
Catherine of Siena Institute and has facilitated several Spiritual Gifts discernment workshops at SJB.
Dave is interested in serving the Parish in another capacity, learning more about church operations,
and working with staff and other dedicated Parish members.
I have been active in the parish and school for many years. At the school, I have helped with
many fundraisers in various capacities and was elected President of the Home School Association
in 2010. In the Parish at large, I have helped out as an usher, Eucharistic Minister, and lector.
During my career in the computer industry for over 20 years I have held management positions,
spent years resolving issues, and have developed excellent communication skills while dealing with
a wide variety of people and personalities. Using my experiences, I look forward to serving the SJB
Community further.

□ Will Donaldson (Youth Candidate)
William Donaldson is excited to be on the ballot for the first time as a rising sophomore at
Montgomery Blair High School. He has grown up in the St. John the Baptist community, and would
provide a unique perspective to the Pastoral Council. Will has served as a lector and altar server for
the past few years, and participated in the Youth Ministry’s Living Stations of the Cross in the role
of Jesus in 2015. Will would welcome the challenge of a more active role in the St. John’s
community. Where there’s a Will, there’s a way!

□ Ivelisse Aviles Rivera (Adult Candidate)
I am seeking a Pastoral Council position because it is a unique way to serve our St. John the Baptist
Parish. My husband, Salvador (Salvi), and I have been parishioners since we moved to this area,
more than a decade ago. We have two daughters: Christina (age 13) and Isabelle (age 9). I currently
serve as President of SJB School’s Home School Association and we like to serve at Community
Sundays. I work for the U.S. Congress and hold a doctorate in Industrial Engineering and
Management Sciences. My professional role requires objectivity and consideration of multiple
points-of-view, while following procedures and traditions. Thank you.

□ Write-in Candidate __________________________________________________________
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The Mystical Word
The Mystical Word is a series of reflections on the Sunday readings that delve into scripture’s mystical meaning.
This is about the depth of the Bible, our relationship with God. We will reflect on the mysticism of the Sunday readings:
that God is within us, how God transforms us, and what spiritual practice to use in daily life.
Elizabeth of the Trinity

I

n my family conversations about religion never
happen. If I so much as mention God or Jesus, my
brother, for instance, checks out of our discussion
with some disdain. Other relatives focus on the wrong
things when it comes to religion. They criticize what people
wear to Mass and fail to hear what Jesus teaches in the
Gospel. Others become bitter about something the Church
did to them in the distant past. Often it is a perceived slight
and not a substantial issue at all. Then there are the selfrighteous relatives who feel it is their moral duty to let others
know how they’re just not good enough or how God is angry
with their life decisions. I love them all, but they do drive me
nuts! What is even worse is when I discover myself falling into
some or all of these patterns, too!
The attitudes my family displays about religion all stem
from one basic error: failing to connect with the God within. If
we come to Mass Sunday after Sunday simply because it is our
duty, we never know the happiness of communion with God
who is always within us. Too many of us believe, on an almost
unconscious level, that God is literally in the sky, somewhere
up above us. So the first man in space could quip, “I looked and
looked, but I didn’t see God.” That would be a ludicrous statement, because God is within us, not sitting on a cloud physically looking down on us. Of course, it does not help when we
hold on to images of an angry and punishing God out there in
the heavens above us. In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of his
own and the Father’s presence dwelling within us (John 14:23).
If we do not experience God within, religion quickly becomes
empty, irrelevant, and one more thing we use to boost our egos.

M

any mystics shatter this great lie that God is outside
us. One, in particular, comes to mind: Elizabeth of the
Trinity. Elizabeth was a French Carmelite nun who
lived in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Her
life was much the same as that of one of her sisters in Carmel,
Thérèse of Lisieux. Elizabeth, like Thérèse, lived in France and
spent her adult life in a Carmelite convent. She died in her
twenties, like Therese did. Also, like Thérèse, Elizabeth had
a rich inner life. She knew the God within.
Elizabeth wrote in a letter: “It seems to me that I have
found my heaven on earth, since heaven is God, and God is in
my soul. The day I understood that, everything became clear
to me.” For her, the Christian life cannot be understood without
the experience of God within. Elizabeth of the Trinity bears
witness to the path of the Gospel as Thomas Keating describes
it: “a process of dismantling the monumental illusion that God

is absent or even distant.” Experiencing God within means
not restricting God’s Presence to a church building or even
only one part of the church, like a tabernacle. Experiencing
God’s Presence within opens up vistas in the spiritual
life. Knowing that God dwells within us activates our
capacity to see God in other people and in all creation.
Our consciousness changes when we know God within.
Love, forgiveness, and mercy become possible.
How do we know God within? Elizabeth writes, “My Rule
tells me: ‘In silence will your strength be.’ It seems to me, therefore, that to keep one’s strength for the Lord is to unify one’s
whole being by means of interior silence, to collect all one’s
powers in order to ‘employ’ them in ‘the one work of love,’ to
have this ‘single eye’ which allows the light of God to enlighten
us.” We know God within by interior silence, by shutting down
our thinking and resting in God in faith. This interior silence is,
for Elizabeth, a sharing in Christ’s death and a necessary
condition for enjoying union with the God within: “That is the
condition: we must be dead! Without that we may be hidden in
God at certain moments; but we do not LIVE habitually in this
divine Being because all our emotions, self-seeking and the rest,
come to draw us out of Him.” Interior silence is the silence of
the cross opening to life in God.

W

hat is this experience of God within us like? It is
unique for each individual, though with Elizabeth
of the Trinity’s help we can name at least one general
experience people often enjoy when they get to know the God
within. Elizabeth refers to God within as “the Peaceful One.”
Interior silence leads to peace. Fear dissolves, and anxiety
disappears when we experience God within through interior
silence. Speaking of Christ, Elizabeth writes, “He wants to be
my peace so that nothing can distract me or draw me out of
‘the invisible fortress of holy recollection.’ It is there that he will
give me ‘access to the Father’ and will keep me as still and as
peaceful in His Presence as if my soul were already in eternity.”
Holy recollection is the practice of knowing God within
through interior silence. The peace of Christ roots us in this
very moment, freeing us from our fears. Those who come to
intimacy with the God within are “free from all save their love.”
This peace also refreshes us, heals us, and keeps us focused on
the One we love. The person experiencing God within “finds
its beatitude in that of the adored Being, in the midst of every
suffering and sorrow.” By knowing God within we have peace
in all the circumstances of our lives, and we can be peace for
others. Such is good religion!
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Wear Red on Pentecost

Faith Formation-Adults

Since 1988, SJB parishioners have been wearing red to
Mass on Pentecost to celebrate the occasion. Red is the
liturgical color of the feast, the color of the tongues of fire
that descended on the disciples. We are the Church, so
there is no better way to decorate for the great day than
to have all of its people in red. Is there something red and
“church-worthy” in your closet for May 15?

L.J. Milone, Director, 301-622-1122,
adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Looking Ahead to Christmas
Are you expecting a baby this summer or fall? Would
you be willing to play the role of Mary, Joseph and baby
Jesus in this year’s Christmas Evening Mass? If yes,
please contact Anne Thomas at anne.thomas@grace.com
or 301-908-7522 (mobile) 301-434-4080 (home). Your
willingness to help is appreciated.

Update on SJB’s 2016
Cardinal’s Appeal Contributions
Pledge payments for the 2016 Cardinal’s Appeal continue
to be collected. To give you an idea of our progress at
St. John the Baptist, here are our stats:

Goal

$ 284,516.00

Total Amount Pledged

$ 215,341.93

Total Amount Donated

$

99,857.43

Percent of Goal Pledged

75.69%

Percent of Goal Donated

35.10%

It is never too late to make a pledge or a one-time
donation to the Appeal and help SJB meet its goal.
To make a donation, visit adw.org or call 301-853-4574.

Catholic Bible Camp
Be sure to sign up for this Summer’s
Catholic Bible Camp

Grades K - 5
Save the dates! July 11-15, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Games, Prizes, Learning Meditation, Arts and Crafts,
Bible skits, Great music and tons of fun!
Drop your kids off as early as 8:30 a.m.
Children will:
■ Learn the life-changing way of meditation in the
Catholic tradition

Day of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

■ Learn key scripture passages from the Bible

“Could you not, then, watch one hour with me.” Matthew 26:40

■ Enjoy great games

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the
Chapel begins after the 8:30 a.m. Mass on Friday,
May 6, and finishes with services at 8 a.m. on
Saturday, May 7. We ask
parishioners who are able, to sign up for a special one
hour period, so that we can be assured of continuous
coverage. For the times below, please call:

■ Have chances to win awesome prizes

9 a.m.-4 p.m.
4 p.m.-12 a.m.
12 a.m.-8 a.m.

Terri Bueno
Susan DeCamp
Jack Sherman

301-460-1439
301-622-1122
301-384-8071

We always need more people to commit on a regular
monthly slot, to cover those who cannot come on a
particular month. However, all are invited to participate,
whenever you can, on a drop-in basis. There will be prayer
sheets available with suggested prayers and devotions.
Please bring your own Bible, rosaries, prayer books,
devotion booklets, etc. which you would find helpful for
your visit.

■ Enjoy creative time to paint, color, and do other art
projects
■ Have a lot of fun with their faith!

More information to come!

Celebrate with Msgr. Kazista
Resurrection Parish in Burtonsville will celebrate
Msgr. Kazista’s 50th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination
on Sunday, May 22 at the 12:15 p.m. Mass. A reception
will follow. All are invited to attend.
Thank you to all who gave pictures of Msgr. Kazista.
They will be displayed at the May 22 reception.
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Youth Ministry
Marie Ferman, Director, 301-622-1122, youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Youth Ministry Philadelphia
Service Trip… Time to Commit
You may have heard that the SJB Youth
Group will be going to North Philly in July
to run a Vacation Bible School at
St. Veronica’s Parish. This will be the
third year that teens from St. John’s
travel to Philadelphia to serve the children
growing up in one of that city’s poorest
neighborhoods. Every year the teens who have gone on
the service trip have returned saying it was a rewarding
and life-altering experience.
We have heard from many of the high school
students who are interested in going to Philadelphia.
If you are interested in going on this year’s trip it is time
to commit! Here is what you need to know:
■ The dates for the trip are July 16-23.
■ Incoming ninth graders through graduating seniors
can volunteer. Those over 18 will have to go through a
background check.
■ May 22 is the deadline for signing up to go on the trip.
■ The cost is $300 per person, which covers dinner out
in Philly one night, breakfast, lunch and dinner for the
whole week, camp supplies, T-shirts for volunteers and
campers, a donation to St. Veronica’s Parish because
we want to help them continue serving the needs of the
families after we are gone, plus other expenses.
■ Scholarships are available if the cost is prohibitive.
■ This year, St. Veronica’s School will be available to us,
so we will not have to hold the camp in one large room
as we did last year. (Anyone who went on the trip last
year will remember how challenging it was to run a
camp with 60 kids in one room.)
■ We need adult volunteers also!
Parent Information Meeting
Parents bring your questions to the an information
meeting today, May 1, 7:30 p.m. in the Lyon Center.
Can’t make it to the meeting, contact Marie. She can
tell you whatever you need to know. She might even
convince you to volunteer!

Fundraising
Even with the $300 per person cost, we will still need to
raise about $2,000 for this trip. SJB Youth Ministry will
be doing some fundraising throughout the month of
May. We will be taking donations via envelopes in the
pews. In June, the teens will be running Krispy Kreme
Donut Sale with all proceeds going to the trip.

Saturday Night Open Basketball Clinic
SJB Athletics will offer Open Basketball Clinic on
Saturday nights from May-June, beginning May 7. This
is a valuable opportunity for SJB players to improve skills
and player development. Each session will start with
basketball drills and training followed by scrimmages.
This is limited to SJB parishioners and students.

■ Grades K-5 from 7-8 p.m.
■ Grades 6-8 from 8-9 p.m.
SJB Alumni in high school who would like to assist or
want to work on their game are also welcome. Players
in K-2 must have a parent present during their child’s
session. For additional questions please contact
dessire_oladotun@yahoo.com or
michael.diokno@gmail.com
This program is free but please do provide your
player’s status each week so that the organizers can plan
accordingly. Also, volunteers are needed to help with the
program. Sign up to provide your player’s status or to
volunteer at www.sjbathletics.org.

Who Are Our Graduates?
On June 12, we plan to congratulate the members of our
parish family who are graduating from high school,
college or graduate school. Please contact the Parish
Office no later than 9 a.m. on June 3, with the names of
friends and relatives who are SJB parishioners and 2016
graduates, 301-622-1122 or
sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com

Faith Formation Class Helps Others
Recently, the St. John the Baptist Fourth Grade Faith
Formation Class got busy helping others. They put together 121 snack packs for S.O.M.E. (So Others May Eat),
an interfaith, community-based organization that exists
to help the poor and homeless in Washington, DC.
The picture below shows the proud students after they
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