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MASS SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY: 5:00 p.m. (ASL Interpreted for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing)
SUNDAY: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.; Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) (age 4 to grade 4)
CHILDCARE AVAILABLE (infant to age 3)
Third Sunday of every month Praise and Worship Mass 5:00 p.m.
WEEKDAYS:

Daily Mass Monday, Tuesday and Friday 8:30 a.m., St. Joseph’s Chapel
Communion Service - Wednesday and Thursday 8:30 a.m., St. Joseph’s Chapel

LITURGY OF THE HOURS: Morning Prayer 9:00 a.m. Monday - Friday, St. Joseph’s Chapel
HOLY DAYS:

Announced on the parish website and in the parish bulletin

RECONCILIATION: Tuesday 6:30 - 8:00 a.m.; Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.; Sunday 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
(Hours for Reconciliation have been extended for the Year of Mercy.)
ROSARY:

Every Thursday at 1:00 p.m., St. Joseph’s Chapel
Every 5th Sunday of the month following the 9:00 Mass, St. Joseph’s Chapel

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: First Monday of the month 9:00 - 10:00 a.m., St. Joseph’s Chapel
Third Tuesday of the Month 7:00 - 8:00 p.m., St. Joseph’s Chapel
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Appointments available after hours.

BULLETIN ITEMS:

The bulletin is emailed for printing by 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday.
ALL bulletin items must be submitted to Linda Berry, lberry@hfccmd.org, by 9 a.m. on Monday.

SACRAMENTS:

Information on Sacraments can be found on our website or by calling the parish office.

“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved, and forgiven.”

7321 BURKITTSVILLE ROAD

~ Pope Francis

●

MIDDLETOWN, MARYLAND 21769

●

301-473-4800

●

WWW.HFCCMD.ORG

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2016
“I desire mercy, and not sacrifice” (Mt 9:13)
The works of mercy on the road of the Jubilee

Prayer of Saint Faustina
Asking God to Help Her
Be Merciful to Others
O Most Holy Trinity!
As many times as I breathe, as many times as
my heart beats, as many times as my blood
pulsates through my body, so many thousand
times do I want to glorify Your mercy. I want to
be completely transformed into Your mercy
and to be Your living reflection, O Lord. May
the greatest of all divine attributes, that of Your
unfathomable mercy, pass through my heart
and soul to my neighbor.

1. Mary, the image of a Church which evangelizes because she is evangelized

erty, and to enter more deeply into the heart of the Gospel where the poor have a special experience of God’s

In the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I asked that “the season of Lent in this Jubilee

mercy” (ibid., 15). For in the poor, the flesh of Christ “becomes visible in the flesh of the tortured, the crushed,

Year be lived more intensely as a privileged moment to celebrate and experience God’s mercy” (Misericordiae

the scourged, the malnourished, and the exiled… to be acknowledged, touched, and cared for by us” (ibid.). It

Vultus, 17). By calling for an attentive listening to the word of God and encouraging the initiative “24 Hours

is the unprecedented and scandalous mystery of the extension in time of the suffering of the Innocent Lamb,

for the Lord”, I sought to stress the primacy of prayerful listening to God’s word, especially his prophetic

the burning bush of gratuitous love. Before this love, we can, like Moses, take off our sandals (cf. Ex 3:5), espe-

word. The mercy of God is a proclamation made to the world, a proclamation which each Christian is called to

cially when the poor are our brothers or sisters in Christ who are suffering for their faith. In the light of this

experience at first hand. For this reason, during the season of Lent I will send out Missionaries of Mercy as a

love, which is strong as death (cf. Song 8:6), the real poor are revealed as those who refuse to see themselves

concrete sign to everyone of God’s closeness and forgiveness. After receiving the Good News told to her by

as such. They consider themselves rich, but they are actually the poorest of the poor. This is because they are

the Archangel Gabriel, Mary, in her Magnificat, prophetically sings of the mercy whereby God chose her. The

slaves to sin, which leads them to use wealth and power not for the service of God and others, but to stifle

Virgin of Nazareth, betrothed to Joseph, thus becomes the perfect icon of the Church which evangelizes, for

within their hearts the profound sense that they too are only poor beggars. The greater their power and

she was, and continues to be, evangelized by the Holy Spirit, who made her virginal womb fruitful. In the pro-

wealth, the more this blindness and deception can grow. It can even reach the point of being blind to Lazarus

phetic tradition, mercy is strictly related – even on the etymological level – to the maternal womb (rahamim)

begging at their doorstep (cf. Lk 16:20-21). Lazarus, the poor man, is a figure of Christ, who through the poor

and to a generous, faithful and compassionate goodness (hesed) shown within marriage and family relation-

pleads for our conversion. As such, he represents the possibility of conversion which God offers us and which

ships.

we may well fail to see. Such blindness is often accompanied by the proud illusion of our own omnipotence,

2. God’s covenant with humanity: a history of mercy

which reflects in a sinister way the diabolical “you will be like God” (Gen 3:5) which is the root of all sin. This

The mystery of divine mercy is revealed in the history of the covenant between God and his people Israel. God

illusion can likewise take social and political forms, as shown by the totalitarian systems of the twentieth cen-

shows himself ever rich in mercy, ever ready to treat his people with deep tenderness and compassion, espe-

tury, and, in our own day, by the ideologies of monopolizing thought and techno-science, which would make

cially at those tragic moments when infidelity ruptures the bond of the covenant, which then needs to be rati-

God irrelevant and reduce man to raw material to be exploited. This illusion can also be seen in the sinful

fied more firmly in justice and truth. Here is a true love story, in which God plays the role of the betrayed fa-

structures linked to a model of false development based on the idolatry of money, which leads to lack of con-

ther and husband, while Israel plays the unfaithful child and bride. These domestic images – as in the case of

cern for the fate of the poor on the part of wealthier individuals and societies; they close their doors, refusing

Hosea (cf. Hos 1-2) – show to what extent God wishes to bind himself to his people. This love story culmi-

even to see the poor. For all of us, then, the season of Lent in this Jubilee Year is a favorable time to overcome

nates in the incarnation of God’s Son. In Christ, the Father pours forth his boundless mercy even to making

our existential alienation by listening to God’s word and by practicing the works of mercy. In the corporal

him “mercy incarnate” (Misericordiae Vultus, 8). As a man, Jesus of Nazareth is a true son of Israel; he embod-

works of mercy we touch the flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed, sheltered,

ies that perfect hearing required of every Jew by the Shema, which today too is the heart of God’s covenant

visited; in the spiritual works of mercy – counsel, instruction, forgiveness, admonishment and prayer – we

with Israel: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your

touch more directly our own sinfulness. The corporal and spiritual works of mercy must never be separated.

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might” (Dt 6:4-5). As the Son of God, he is the Bridegroom who

By touching the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the suffering, sinners can receive the gift of realizing that they

does everything to win over the love of his bride, to whom he is bound by an unconditional love which be-

too are poor and in need. By taking this path, the “proud”, the “powerful” and the “wealthy” spoken of in the

comes visible in the eternal wedding feast. This is the very heart of the apostolic kerygma, in which divine

Magnificat can also be embraced and undeservedly loved by the crucified Lord who died and rose for them.

mercy holds a central and fundamental place. It is “the beauty of the saving love of God made manifest in

This love alone is the answer to that yearning for infinite happiness and love that we think we can satisfy with

Jesus Christ who died and rose from the dead” (Evangelii Gaudium, 36), that first proclamation which “we

the idols of knowledge, power and riches. Yet the danger always remains that by a constant refusal to open

must hear again and again in different ways, the one which we must announce one way or another through-

the doors of their hearts to Christ who knocks on them in the poor, the proud, rich and powerful will end up

out the process of catechesis, at every level and moment” (ibid., 164). Mercy “expresses God’s way of reaching

condemning themselves and plunging into the eternal abyss of solitude which is Hell. The pointed words of

out to the sinner, offering him a new chance to look at himself, convert, and believe” (Misericordiae Vultus,

Abraham apply to them and to all of us: “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them” (Lk 16:29).

You Yourself command me to exercise the
three degrees of mercy.

21), thus restoring his relationship with him. In Jesus crucified, God shows his desire to draw near to sinners,

Such attentive listening will best prepare us to celebrate the final victory over sin and death of the Bride-

The first: the act of mercy, of whatever kind.

however far they may have strayed from him. In this way he hopes to soften the hardened heart of his Bride.

groom, now risen, who desires to purify his Betrothed in expectation of his coming.

3. The works of mercy

Let us not waste this season of Lent, so favorable a time for conversion! We ask this through the maternal

God’s mercy transforms human hearts; it enables us, through the experience of a faithful love, to become

intercession of the Virgin Mary, who, encountering the greatness of God’s mercy freely bestowed upon her,

merciful in turn. In an ever new miracle, divine mercy shines forth in our lives, inspiring each of us to love our

was the first to acknowledge her lowliness (cf. Lk 1:48) and to call herself the Lord’s humble servant (cf. Lk

neighbor and to devote ourselves to what the Church’s tradition calls the spiritual and corporal works of mer-

1:38).

cy. These works remind us that faith finds expression in concrete everyday actions meant to help our neighbors in body and spirit: by feeding, visiting, comforting and instructing them. On such things will we be
judged. For this reason, I expressed my hope that “the Christian people may reflect on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy; this will be a way to reawaken our conscience, too often grown dull in the face of pov-

FRANCIS
From the Vatican, 4 October 2015
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi

Help me, O Lord, that my eyes may be merciful, so that I may never suspect or judge from
appearances, but look for what is beautiful in
my neighbors’ souls and come to their rescue.
Help me, O Lord, that my ears may be merciful, so that I may give heed to my neighbors’
needs and not be indifferent to their pains and
moanings.
Help me, O Lord, that my tongue may be merciful, so that I should never speak negatively of
my neighbor, but have a word of comfort and
forgiveness for all.
Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and filled with good deeds, so that I may do
only good to my neighbors and take upon myself the more difficult and toilsome tasks.
Help me, O Lord, that my feet may be merciful,
so that I may hurry to assist my neighbor,
overcoming my own fatigue and weariness. My
true rest is in the service of my neighbor.
Help me, O Lord, that my heart may be merciful so that I myself may feel all the sufferings of
my neighbor. I will refuse my heart to no one. I
will be sincere even with those who, I know,
will abuse my kindness.
And I will lock myself up in the most merciful
Heart of Jesus. I will bear my own suffering in
silence. May Your mercy, O Lord, rest upon
me.

The second: the word of mercy — if I cannot
carry out a work of mercy, I will assist by my
words.
The third: prayer — if I cannot show mercy by
deeds or words, I can always do so by prayer.
My prayer reaches out even there where I cannot reach out physically.
O my Jesus, transform me into Yourself, for
You can do all things.
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SERVICE
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

MIDDLETOWN
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KELLERWILLIAMS

® PREMIER REALTY

17301 Valley Mall Rd.
Hagerstown, MD 21740

LOUGH
MEMORIALS
Since 1874

PLUMBING/HEATING Peggie J. Carroll REALTOR®
Limited Delivery Area Since 1937 AIR CONDITIONING Jeremiah 29:11 Office: 301-524-3860

Town Center Plaza
301-371-7777
- Open 7 Days a Week -

DIV. OF R.W.
WARNER, INC.

WATER SYSTEMS

301-662-5387

Direct: 301-745-4450
Cell: 301-800-9590
peggiecarroll@kw.com

301-663-3441

Cassandra Zurbuch, PT
Keith Zurbuch, PT

301-473-4065

500 S. Market St.

MIDDLETOWN
John P. Farrell, Ph. D.
VETERINARY
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
CLINIC
301-371-8491
Thomas J. Bauk, D.V.M. Hours by Appointment

STATE FARM
INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

KATHY E. SCHULTZE, Agent
100 Tuscanney Drive (off of Rosemont Ave.)
Frederick, MD 21702

207 A. South Church Street
Middletown, MD 21769

Bus. 301-694-6711 • Fax 301-694-7720

301-371-6212

Counseling and Psychotherapy
for Individuals and Couples
5 Hillcrest Dr. Suite 202 Frederick

Peter Drayer

P.H. DRAYER

George Rossick

BUILDINGS • BARNS • FENCING HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

District Manager

301-620-9046
Reliable. Safe. Responsive.
Frederick/Hagerstown

Valley Veterinary
Hospital

Bookkeeping/Accounting
QuickBooks Pro Advisor

240-490-5384

MHIC #129750

10
OFF
a Vaccine
$

with this coupon

4315 Old National Pike, Middletown

Spring Opening
Special $325
Includes Start-Up
Chemicals & Vacuuming
john@aquaservpool.com

301.712.7027
6616 Jefferson Blvd.
Frederick, MD 21703

Faucet or Toilet
Replacement
www.Your1Plumber.com

301-658-7610
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Personalized
care delivered in a
state-of-the-art
environment by
Board Certiﬁed
Periodontists
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$25 OFF
WSSC #70985

301-371-3772

301-714-0279

superiorelectricalservice.com
Licensed & Insured

WV028854 MDHVAC/R0140099
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Dr. Snyder is a proud parishioner.
Please call us at 301.620.1692 or
visit us at www.FrederickPerio.com
• Casual Gourmet Fare
• Sunday Brunch
• Live Entertainment
• Daily Lunch
& Dinner Specials
• Patio Seating
14 West Main St. • Private Parties

1052 W. Patrick St.
103 Prospect Street • Middletown, MD 21769
Frederick, MD 21701 301-620-7307
240-490-5479
Located Inside For Eyes Optical "Making Classical Catholic Education Affordable"

Farm-Residential-Commercial

At Surreybrooke, we have the plants
to make your dreams come true.

Bonded & Insured

www.surreybrooke.com

301-371-6724
301-748-1173

Putman
Plumbing, Inc.
E. Quentin
Grossnickle & Sons, Inc.
Insurance Agency
Family owned & operated for over 60 Years

Auto * H
Home * Farm * Business
*Tenants *Motorcycle
*Te
3000 Ventrie Court, Myersville

110 W. Main St.

240-490-5508

More than Curb Appeal
KEF 5-5-15

Free Estimates • MHIC #131419 • Licensed & Insured

www.dbthompsonfuneralhome.com

www.leedelauter.com

301-371-4395
www.putmanplumbing.com

Cemetery
Mausoleum • Crematory

Resthaven

Coming soon Memorial Gardens
& Funeral Home our new Catholic Garden

301-898-7177

Stations of the Cross

301-293-1933 www.resthaven.us
3
eqginsurance@comcast.net

Midland Garage Doors

DONALD B. THOMPSON FUNERAL HOME
31 E. Main St.
Serving Middletown
Middletown, MD 21769
for 95 Years
Tel 301-371-6070

"Try Our Steak & Cheese"

301-371-7466

• Showers, Sinks, Tubs, Toilets • Garbage Disposals
• Sewer Lines
• Water Heaters
• Drain Clearing/Cleaning • & More

R W MILLER & SONS, INC.

Cell: 301-800-6290 Office: 1-855-291-1200 Toll Free

Full Service Deli,
Hershey's Ice Cream
& Auto Repair Shop

Call A Plumber Who Will Make You Smile

www.themaincuprestaurant.com www.candlelightfloraldesigns.com

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements • Decks, etc.
Over 20 Years Experience

201 S. Church Street
Middletown

301.371.8854

Suzanne Lewis

A Really Cute Flower & Gift Shop

Home Improvements & Remodeling

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1933

HUFFER
ELECTRIC
E
C

301-371-4433

(Not valid with any other offer or service fee)

Electrical Installation & Repairs
Repaairs
24 Hour Emergency Service

$25 OFF Any Service Call

Refractive Surgery Consultant

*Certain Conditions Apply

Any Plumbing
Service

We bring new light to you

Optometrist

Frederick Periodontal
A S S O C I AT E S

SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*

Jefferson, MD

www.phdrayerco.com

INSTALLATION • SERVICE • MAINTENANCE

Family Eye Care - Contact Lenses

301-371-7700
“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”

301-473-4466

DR. ROBERT F. GILLIGAN

Dr. Janice Griffin
“Where Pets are Family”

CO.
INC.

C & H Sheds
Storage Sheds and More
301-473-4771
Offering Rent to Own
www.candhsheds.com

Advertising
Space
Available
Jennifer Lolli-Hall, Realtor
Kelley Real Estate Professionals

Installations
Repairs • Maintenance
FREDERICK, MD (240)629-8095
24/7 Emergency Service (240)707-0868

9501 Catoctin Mtn. Hwy.
Frederick

301-748-2360 301-473-4711
JLH4anewhome@gmail.com
LOCAL Agent/Parishioner

"I know Frederick County...
k
Let me do your HOME work"
*Ask me about "Kelly Cares"

301-473-4444

www.alleganydriving.com

HOMEFIX CUSTOM
REMODELING
25 Years in the Community

1-800-306-HOME
•Windows
• Roofing
• Siding
www.homefixcustomremodeling.com
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