Parish Office ......................................................... 410-642-6534
810 Aiken Avenue, Perryville, MD 21903
Pastor: Rev. Jay R. McKee
Fax number........................................................... 410-642-2234
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm
Summer Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 12pm
(Father's Day weekend through Labor Day)
Parish Administrator: Deacon Luke Yackley
Christian Formation: Terri Yackley
Liturgy Coordinator: Deacon Luke Yackley
Music Director: Renee Le Brun
Sr. High Youth Ministry: Deacon Luke Yackley/Paula Hoppel
Spanish Ministry: Fr. Emerson Rodriguez........... 302-576-4105
ministeriohispanow@gmail.com
Religious Education Coordinator: .................Jeanmarie Sepka
Bulletin Editor: Libby Sypolt
(all articles due by 9a.m. on Monday) bulletin@goodshephrd.org
Executive Officers
Pastoral Council-Beth Tapera ................................ 240-505-3516
Finance Council-Sharon Rapposelli ...................... 410-642-6048
Trustees for Good Shepherd: Judy Hyde and Barbara Sneed
Trustee for St. Agnes: Jack Scarbath
Trustee for St. Teresa: Emily Jack
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach .............................. 410-642-3588
Website ..................................... www.goodshepherdcecilmd.org
E-mail address ................................gsparish@goodshephrd.org
Daily Mass Schedule:
Monday-Friday and 1st Saturday of the month, 9 a.m.
Good Shepherd Church
Holy Days of Obligation: see bulletin

MASS: Saturday Evening Mass 4 p.m.
fulfills Sunday obligation
Sunday: 12 Noon
Daily–Monday-Friday 9 a.m.
1st Satuday of the month 9 a.m.
Holy Days As Announced

MASS:
Sunday 10 a.m.
Saturday 7 p.m. (Spanish)
la misa en español los
sábados a las 7 pm

MASS: Sunday - 8:00 a.m.

ANNUAL MASS
2nd Saturday in September

Good Shepherd School-800 Aiken Ave.
Perryville, Md. 21903
Principal: Jen Pileggi ............. jpileggi@goodshepherdschool.net
Educational Consultant:
Sharon Hodges .....................shodges@goodshepherdschool.net
School Office ......................................................... 410-642-6265
School Kitchen (Cifaldo Hall) ............................... 410-642-6925
School website ..............................www.goodshepherdschool.net
School E-mail...............................info@goodshepherdschool.net
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
2nd and 3rd Sundays; Parents are required to attend a pre-baptismal Program. Parish Census form and pre-registration are required four weeks in advance.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Couples are asked to be involved in three stages of Marriage
preparation. They should contact a parish priest or Deacon at
least 12 months prior to the date on which they wish to marry.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Good Shepherd Church, Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 p.m. or by
appointment.
HOLY ORDERS AND RELIGIOUS LIFE
If you believe that you or someone you know has a
Vocation to the priesthood or religious life, please Contact
Fr. Norm Carroll, Director of Vocations, at 302-573-3113 or visit
www.CalledByTheLord.com or www.ForYourVocation.org.
To explore becoming Catholic: R.C.I.A. for adults,
Specialized Catechism for children. Please contact the parish office.
Hospitalized or in need of a visit? Call the parish office.
Parish Registration: Call the Parish Office; see the Registration Cards
in all churches or go to the parish website if you have any questions,
please email me at bulletin@goodshephrd.org or my cell is 410-937-8037.
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Stewardship & offertory

Mass intentions
12/9 4:00 pm
7:00 pm-St. A
12/10 8:00 am-St. T

Ann McGinley

Pat Eastridge & Family

Spanish Mass
Scott Anderson—Living Intention

Mary Lou Gross

10:00 am—St. A

Mike LeBrun

Pileggi Family

12:00 pm—GSC

Anne Barretto

Ernie & Betty Schott

Daily mass– GSC
Hugh Allen

Andrews Family

12/12 9:00 am

Rebecca Horner

Andrews Family

12/13 9:00 am

Fr. Jay McKee—Living Intention

Jeff & Mary Bundy

12/14 9:00 am

Mike LeBrun

Denver & Trupkiewicz
Families

12/15 9:00 am

Fr. Jay McKee—Living Intention

Sypolt Family

7:00 pm-St. A
12/17 8:00 am-St. T

Bill & Anne Fazio

Spanish Mass
Sr. Florence Henderson

10:00 am—St. A

For the People

12:00 pm—GSC

Jean Haugh

Target

Pledged

Collected

Your continued generosity to meeting/exceeding our goal is appreciated!

Money Counters, Monday 12/11
Anne Fazio & Ernie Schott

St. tereSa’S cleaning

Sunday Masses
Jeffrey Voyce

2017 annual catholic appeal

$44,000.00 $51,677.00 $47,690.33

12/11 9:00 am

12/16 4:00 pm

Due to vacation, our financial status was
not available for this printing.

December 10th: Ann Shiber
December 24th—Mike Lowe

Bill & Anne Fazio

St. agnes
Robert Volz

Extra seating is available downstairs as
needed, where the Mass is televised.

DEACON’S BENCH

My Friends and Fellow Parishioners,

What a great weekend for our Parish! On Saturday morning, the second graders of our School and our Religious Ed program made their
First Reconciliation. This was followed by the Baptism of twins from our Hispanic Community. Saturday Evening, at St. Inés (St. Agnes) we
have our annual Virgen de Guadalupe (Our Lady of Guadalupe) Celebration and Fiesta. On Sunday, besides our full complement of Masses,
we are holding our annual Lessons and Carols also at St. Agnes, fittingly ending with light refreshments/desserts.
Not to get lost in all of these events, this is the Second Sunday of Advent. Let us see if you detect the theme for our Readings this weekend. From Isaiah, “Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
Responsorial Psalm, “Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.” From the Epistle of Saint Peter, “Therefore, beloved, since you await these things,
be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.” The Alleluia verse taken from Luke’s Gospel, “Prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight his paths: All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” And from the Gospel, the very first verses of Mark’s Gospel, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths’." OK, you all get an
“A” for correctly getting the theme!
Saint Mother Teresa once said, “We should not serve the poor like they were Jesus. We should serve the poor because they are Jesus.”
As you know, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is always looking for canned goods, cereal, and pasta to help feed those in need. You can bring
canned goods, etc. with you to Mass and leave them in the back of Church. If it is inconvenient for you to bring groceries to church, we have
Poor Boxes in the back of all of our Churches. All money collected in these boxes goes directly to our Society. Our St. Vincent de Paul Society
opens its doors to give help three times a week to those who are in need. Please check in your pockets and see if you do not have some
money to share.
Thank you!

Deacon Luke
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Programs and services

thiS week’S activitieS

Adult bible study

Calendar
Sunday, 12/10
10:00 am

Confirmation Class

GSMR

10:30 am

Baptisms

GSC

4:00 pm

Lessons & Carols

St. A

5:00 pm

Lessons & Carols Reception

St. AH

Please call Marie at the office, before December 8, if you are interested and

Bereavement Ministry
Bereavement Ministry—Am I going crazy?”
Am I going crazy? This is a question often asked during the journey
through grief. Come join us and find others who are traveling along this
often painful and confusing path. Share stories of hope and find peace with
those who understand and empathize with what you are experiencing.

Monday, 12/11
No Scheduled Events
Tuesday, 12/12
11:30 am

Bible Study at St. Agnes on Wednesday Night will not meet during December. It will resume on January 3rd, 2018 at 7:00 pm, with the study of
“Mary”.

SAM

St. AH

6:30 pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass

GSC

7:30 pm

Guadalupe Reception

AUD

Wednesday, 12/13
9:45 am

St. Vincent de Paul Meeting

POMR

6:30 pm

Religious Ed

GSCS

Please come join us at the St. Agnes Meeting Room. Meetings are held on
the first and third Mondays of each month from 7 pm to 8 pm.
For more
information, please call Bill and Anne Fazio 410-378-2092.

Post Cana
Post Cana is an organization for widows and widowers to help alleviate their
loneliness and isolation. Post Cana holds monthly dances at Talleyville Memorial Hall in North Wilmington. Monthly lunches are held at Michael’s Restaurant in Christiana. Please consider joining this friendly and inviting group
of people. Please call Nancy at 302-479-5109 with questions.

Pre-Cana and Remarriage Classes
Thursday, 12/14
6:15 pm

Cantor Rehearsal

GSC

7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal

GSC

7:00 pm

Lessons & Carols Snow Date

St. A

Friday, 12/15
No Scheduled Events
Saturday, 12/16
No Scheduled Events
Sunday, 12/17
10:00 am

Confirmation Class

GSMR

10:00 am

My School @ Mass

St. A

11:30 am

Baptisms

St A

The Diocesan Office for Marriage and Family Life is looking for Catechists for
Pre-Cana and Remarriage classes. If you are interested in more information,
please call Rita McDowell at 302-295-0667

Prayer shawl guild
The Prayer Shawl Guild meets on the first Tuesday of each month from 1
PM to 3 PM at the St. Agnes Meeting Room. We hope to offer warmth and
the message of God’s blessings to those in need of comfort. The Prayer
Shawl Ministry uses yarn to create prayer shawls to comfort and warm
those in need. For instance: those working through cancer treatment, significant illness, the loss of a loved one--people who would benefit
from being wrapped in prayers and love. Members of this ministry will knit
and crochet special shawls and blankets that will receive a pastoral blessing. Each shawl or blanket begins and ends with prayers and blessings for
the recipient. For further information regarding the Prayer Shawl Guild,
please call Anne Fazio at 410-378-2092.
Please contact Marie Sypolt at the Parish Office to request a prayer shawl
for someone in need.

sAM
Location Key
St. A = St. Agnes

GSC/GSMR = Good Shepherd Mtg Rm

St. AH = St. Agnes Hall

AUD = Auditorium

UR = Upper Room

POMR = Parish Office Meeting Room

St T = St. Teresa

GSCS = Good Shepherd Catholic Sch

St P = St. Patrick’s Pilottown

The Senior Adult Ministry (SAM) meets the second Tuesday of each
month at 11:30 am in the St. Agnes Hall in Rising Sun. We will
have lunch, a short business meeting then socialize and play cards
or any other game you would like to bring.
Please join us, we would love to have you. For information: call
Marie at the Parish Office (410-642-6534).

Religious give thanks
A religious sister writes, “When we see the generous response of so many thousands of persons in order to help us, religious men and
women, we are left speechless.” Senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests across the country send heartfelt thanks and prayers
for your donation to last week’s Retirement Fund for Religious collection.

Catholic School News
Good Shepherd offers a faith filled education in a nurturing environment for Pre K to 8th grade. Art, Music, Health, Computer,
Band, and Physical Education are also a part of the curriculum. Scholarship and tuition assistance are available.
Please call or visit the school for more information.

To Jesus through Mary
Virtue of the month—Joy

What’s Happening at GSCS?
North East Christmas Parade
Cheerleaders, students, and parents marched in the North East Christmas Parade last
weekend. Our smiling faces shined among the highly attended event.

Bugsy Malone Jr. Auditions
The GSCS spring musical has been casted. Junior High students auditioned last week and
the list has been posted. Practices begin next week. Mark your calendars for the big
show. April 27th and 28th.

Coming Events
Designer Bag Bingo- January 7, 2018
Flea Market- February 10, 2018
The ladies ancient order of hibernians

St. Agnes Luncheon Menu

The Cecil County Chapter of the LOAH (The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians) meet the first Wednesdays of
the month at 1 PM in the Immaculate Conception Parish Center. Meetings run September through May. We
are always looking for new members. The LOAH is a
Catholic Action Group. If you are a woman who is Irish,
Catholic and wanting to serve your community and
learn more about your Irish heritage, please come join
us.

December 21, 2017

Contact Janice White, President at 410-378-3493.

Bean Soup
Baked Ham
Sweet Potato Casserole
Green Beans
Small Dinner Roll
Bread Pudding Dessert
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St. Vincent dePaul report
for November, 2017
Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners,
the St. Vincent dePaul Society was able to assist 33 Cecil County families with rent and utilities during the month of November. In addition, 52 families representing 137 individuals
received food from our food pantry in November. We also provided 20 Thanksgiving food
baskets to needy families before the holiday.
Your donations have made this possible.

Prayerful congratulations offered for
Josephine Pileggi
for her work completed to meet
Honors at Padua Academy in Wilmington
DE.

December 10, 2017 – Bring It Home
This week’s message focuses on John the Baptist, an eccentric, and passionate man. He was
an outsider, and many looked down on him.
Despite John’s appearance, and the opinions of
others, Jesus sought him out. How often do you
avoid those that appear different than yourself?
Do you avoid individuals that dress strangely or
seem odd? Jesus has come for everyone, not
just those who are popular, athletic, or intelligent. What can you do to help spread this truth
and the truth that has been revealed to us
through Christ? How can you be more inclusive
and embrace others that are different than yourself? This week prayerfully consider these questions, and contemplate how you might be able to
share the peace that Christ provides.

10 December 2017, 2nd Sunday of Advent
In every generation, God calls some men and women to “prepare the way of the
Lord” through lives of service as priests, deacons, religious sisters and religious
brothers. Do you think He’s calling you? If you think so, please call or write Father
Norm Carroll, Diocesan Director of Priestly and Religious Vocations (302-573-3113
or vocations@cdow.org). Be sure to visit our website: www.cdow.org/vocations!

Rediscover the Love in Your Marriage!
Is your marriage going down the right road . . . or is it a little off track?
Life can be difficult, and so can the challenges you face in marriage.
Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you already separated? Looking for
a better way? Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better relationship. Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help you to learn the tools of
healthy communication, build intimacy and heal, just as they have done in their own
marriages. Retrouvaille is Christian-based, and Catholic in origin, but welcomes
couples of all faiths as well as non-religious couples. Retrouvaille can help get your
relationship back on track. The next program begins on the weekend of February 16 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. Additional weekends will be
held in April and August. For more information, or to register for one of our weekends, visit our web site at: www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-800-470-2230. All
inquiries are kept strictly confidential.

On Friday, December 22, our parish will celebrate all who volunteer their time in any
way. If you are on a parish committee, count
money, clean the church, are a catechist, lector, cantor, choir member, sacristan, usher,
accompanist, perform maintenance or landscaping services, work with St. Vincent de
Paul society, Christmas Bazaar, school — you
are invited! Please join us for a luncheon at
12:30 pm in the school. The parish will provide entrees, and we ask you to bring a dish
to share: side dishes, desserts, or beverages.
Please RSVP to Marie at the parish office by
December 14, so we can plan accordingly.

LESSONS AND CAROLS—Save the Date!
Sunday, December 10 @ St. Agnes Church, Rising Sun MD
4:00 pm—5:00 pm followed by refreshments
What is it?
The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a traditional English service of scripture and song that dates
to the late 19th century. The structure of the service is very profound and simple. “Each lesson
follows the same format: a reader goes to the podium and introduces the Scripture lesson, reads
the passage, and concludes by saying, “Thanks be to God.” Then the congregation and/or choir
sing a carol reflecting on that passage of Scripture (Brink,1)”. The service traditionally involves
various age groups, societies or roles within the church.
Why do we do this?
Lessons & Carols provides a brief period of serenity in the midst of the hectic commercial Christmas season. “The written word of Scripture comes alive through song, meditation, and prayer in
the worshipping body...it does draw us out of the secular consumer world and, at least for a moment, into a place where God’s word might dwell in us (Hoyt, 12).”
If you are interested in participating as a Reader for Lesson & Carols or helping with refreshments
please contact Lisa Holman—laholman@atlanticbb.net.

As we decorate our churches to celebrate the Advent season it is time to take a moment
of reflection and preparation.
It is the tradition in some areas of the
world that if the father of the household, or
the head of the household would take a
piece of the blessed straw from the manger
that the family would never be without or
go without money, shelter or food for the
year. A kind donation is placed in the manger for those who are less fortunate than
ourselves. Feel free to take a piece of the
blessed straw and leave a donation for our
St. Vincent dePaul community.
Thank you!

The Bella House - Part I
In 2012, two pregnancy counselors at the Birth Choice Women’s Center in Dallas,
Texas, faced a dilemma. Once a client had chosen life for her baby, then what?
Often she was without financial or medical resources to bring her baby to term.
Even more challenging, often she had no place to stay during her pregnancy and no
one to support her life-affirming, but difficult, decision. Out of this dilemma came
a vision, the vision of The Bella House. The word “bella” means beautiful, and as
its name implies, The Bella House “celebrates the beauty of every life.”
After nearly two years of prayer, fund-raising, and strategic planning, The Bella
House in the suburb of Plano opened its doors as a transitional home, a safe haven
of hospitality, loving care, and personal growth. Its mission was to reach and
support a largely underserved segment of our population, the homeless, pregnant
woman. Fundamental to the Bella House mission is the belief that true
transformation can only occur in an atmosphere of authentic love, namely, the love
of God reflected in the good works of a loving people.
Mothers can come to Bella House when they are newly pregnant, and can stay up
to six months after their baby is born. To date, 19 women have come through its
doors. A few have left before giving birth because they have found permanent
housing, or have reconciled with the baby’s father or their families. Every mother
has said she is better for having been at The Bella House, even if her stay was not
that long. See more about “The Bella House” in next week’s bulletin.
Patty Sherrod
Program Coordinator of The Bella House
972-690-5711
pfsherr@sbcglobal.net
www.bellahouse.org
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Patterson Funeral Home, P.A.
Family Owned Since 1916
Thomas M. Patterson, Sr.
Perryville, MD
(410) 642-2555

ALGER OIL, INC.
Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Kerosene • Diesel
Oil Burner and Air Conditioning
Installation and Service

410-658-5502
559 Sylmar Rd.

MR. COMFORT HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

410-378-2530
Rising Sun, MD 21911

Don’t Advertise Weakly

ADVERTISE

Fast, Honest, Reliable Service
All Brands • Licensed • Insured

If interested
please call
us at

410-578-3600

410-578-3600

1 OFF on
Smoothies
MD Lic. # 12040

No Job Too
Small

Robert T. Crouch

Funeral Director
www.crouchfuneralhome.com

410-287-6166

127 South Main Street • North East, Maryland 21901

ABINGDON, MD
www.BoyleBuickGMC.com

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

$

71 North East Plaza, Northeast
443-967-0162
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Available
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This Space Available.
Please Call Us At

443-907-4782

Grow Your
Business Here!

Rely on the Knights of Columbus to help protect your family’s future.

Mango Strawberry
Banana

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

A name you know.
A company you trust.
An organization you can believe in.
Contact me today to learn
more about our products
Edward A. O'Keefe, CLU, CHFC, CASL, FICF, LUTCF

410-569-6141

Plumbing Services,Inc.

Registered Master Plumber
Gas Fitter
410-378-5210
www.alexanderplumbing.net

edward.okeefe@kofc.org
410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com LIFE INSURANCE DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES
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FOR BUSINESS...

Yours!
Call For Info.

410-578-3600
Fast Turn Around • All Types of Jobs

Advertising Space Available

Send your file for a quote to printing@fataonline.com

1-800-934-1620

OUR

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 13103, Baltimore, MD 21203 (checks only payable to FATA)

HIT HOME(S)!
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When you travel...

Stay in touch...
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bulletin electronically
each week
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