Parish Office ......................................................... 410-642-6534
810 Aiken Avenue, Perryville, MD 21903
Pastor: Rev. Jay R. McKee
Fax number........................................................... 410-642-2234
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm
Summer Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 12pm
(Father's Day weekend through Labor Day)
Parish Administrator: Deacon Luke Yackley
Christian Formation: Terri Yackley
Liturgy Coordinator: Deacon Luke Yackley
Music Director: Renee Le Brun
Sr. High Youth Ministry: Deacon Luke Yackley/Paula Hoppel
Spanish Ministry: Fr. Emerson Rodriguez........... 302-576-4105
ministeriohispanow@gmail.com
Bulletin Editor: Libby Sypolt
(all articles due by 9a.m. on Monday) bulletin@goodshephrd.org
Executive Officers
Pastoral Council-Beth Tapera ................................ 240-505-3516
Finance Council-Sharon Rapposelli ...................... 410-642-6048
Trustees for Good Shepherd: Judy Hyde and Barbara Sneed
Trustee for St. Agnes: Jack Scarbath
Trustee for St. Teresa: Emily Jack
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach .............................. 410-642-3588
Website ..................................... www.goodshepherdcecilmd.org
E-mail address ................................gsparish@goodshephrd.org
Daily Mass Schedule:
Monday-Friday and 1st Saturday of the month, 9 a.m.
Good Shepherd Church
Parish Registration: call the parish office
Holy Days of Obligation: see bulletin

MASS: Saturday Evening Mass 4 p.m.
fulfills Sunday obligation
Sunday: 12 Noon
Daily–Monday-Friday 9 a.m.
1st Satuday of the month 9 a.m.
Holy Days As Announced

MASS:
Sunday 10 a.m.
Saturday 7 p.m. (Spanish)
la misa en español los
sábados a las 7 pm

MASS: Sunday - 8:00 a.m.

ANNUAL MASS
2nd Saturday in September

Good Shepherd School-800 Aiken Ave.
Perryville, Md. 21903
Principal: Sharon Hodges .......shodges@goodshepherdschool.net
Asst. Principal: Jen Pileggi .... jpileggi@goodshepherdschool.net
School Office ......................................................... 410-642-6265
School Kitchen (Cifaldo Hall) ............................... 410-642-6925
School website ..............................www.goodshepherdschool.net
School E-mail...............................info@goodshepherdschool.net
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
2nd and 3rd Sundays; Parents are required to attend a pre-baptismal Program. Parish Census form and pre-registration are required four weeks in advance.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Couples are asked to be involved in three stages of Marriage
preparation. They should contact a parish priest or Deacon at
least 12 months prior to the date on which they wish to marry.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Good Shepherd Church, Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 p.m. or by
appointment.
HOLY ORDERS AND RELIGIOUS LIFE
If you believe that you or someone you know has a
Vocation to the priesthood or religious life, please Contact
Fr. Norm Carroll, Director of Vocations, at 302-573-3113 or visit
www.CalledByTheLord.com or www.ForYourVocation.org.
To explore becoming Catholic: R.C.I.A. for adults,
Specialized Catechism for children. Please contact the parish office.
Hospitalized or in need of a visit? Call the parish office.
Parish Registration: Call the Parish Office; see the Registration Cards
in all churches or go to the parish website if you have any questions,
please email me at bulletin@goodshephrd.org or my cell is 410-937-8037.
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Stewardship & offertory

Mass intentions
9/17

9/18

4:00 pm-GSC

Patsy Murray

7:00 pm-St. A

Spanish Mass

8:00 am—St. T

Pat McKenna

Fr. Jay

10:00 am—St. A

Ronald E. Schmidt

Theresa Schmidt

12:00 pm—GSC

Charleen Banks

Kevin Wein

Agnes Sellare

Living Intention

Money Counters, 9/19
Carol Kaplan and Maggie Jackson

Daily mass– GSC
9/19

9:00 am

Frank Sellare

Darlene Balliet

9/20

9:00 am

Charleen Banks

Kevin Wein

Living Intention

9/21

9:00 am

Dorothea Gagliardi

Fr. Jay

9/22

9:00 am

Madeline Zyskowski

Carol & George Kaplan

9/23

9:00 am

Michael Barretto

Anne Barretto

9/24

4:00 pm-GSC

Frank Sellare

Ursula Adams

9/25

September’S Second collection
24 & 25: Share in the Spirit
Annual Catholic Appeal update. Thank you
for your participation and support! Please ensure your pledge is met.
Pledged
Amount

Collected
Amount

54,267.00 39,424.48

Outstanding
Commitment

14842.52

St .tereSa’S cleaning
St. Teresa’s Cleaning scheduled:

7:00 pm-St. A

Spanish Mass

8:00 am—St. T

For the People

10:00 am—St. A

Katharine Kaplan

George & Carol Kaplan

12:00 pm—GSC

Jose Montano, Jr.

Kevin Wein

September 18—Betty Streeter
October 2—Teresa Trzcinka
October 16—Mary Ann Street

If you need a key you can contact Emily Jack
(410-378-2907) or Jan Kuhs (410-441-4421

DEACON’S BENCH
My Friends and Fellow Parishioners,

Today’s First Reading is from the Prophet Amos. We do not hear readings from this prophet very often, so let me give you some background. “Amos was a sheep-breeder of Tekoa in Judah, who delivered his oracles in the Northern Kingdom during the prosperous reign of
Jeroboam II (786–746 B.C.). He prophesied in Israel at the great cult center of Bethel, from which he was finally expelled by the priest in
charge of this royal sanctuary. The poetry of Amos, who denounces the hollow prosperity of the Northern Kingdom, is filled with imagery
and language taken from his own pastoral background. The book is an anthology of his oracles and was compiled either by the prophet or by
some of his disciples.” (USCCB). Amos tells those who would listen, “Hear this, you who trample upon the needy and destroy the poor of the
land…The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Never will I forget a thing they have done!”
Again this weekend, the First Reading sets the stage for both the Responsorial Psalm and the Gospel. Psalm 113’s refrain is, “Praise the Lord
who lifts up the poor.” Luke’s Gospel for this weekend ends with this line, “You cannot serve both God and mammon.” Mammon is an Aramaic word that has moved into English and is usually translated “money”, but originally it meant more than just money. It connoted wealth
and earthly power.
We cannot serve both God and mammon. What we give away is what we reap for all eternity. We are to love one another, for what we do
to the least of our brothers and sisters, we do to Jesus. Just as Saint Mother Teresa once said, “We should not serve the poor like they were
Jesus. We should serve the poor because they are Jesus.” As you know, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is always looking for canned goods,
cereal, and pasta to help feed those in need. You can bring canned goods, etc. with you to Mass and leave them in the back of Church. If it
is inconvenient for you to bring groceries to church, we have Poor Boxes in the back of all of our Churches. All money collected in these
boxes goes directly to our Society. Our St, Vincent de Paul gives help three times a week to those who are in need. Please check in your
pockets and see if you do not have some money to share.
Thank you!

Deacon Luke
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Programs and services
Adult bible study

Calendar

Bible Study at St. Agnes will resume on September 14th. The Book
of Revelations will be the topic. Call Kristin at 410-642-6534

Sunday, 9/18
10:00 am

Confirmation Class

GSMR

12:00 am

Commissioning of Catechists

GSC

Monday, 9/19
10:30 am

Adult Bible Study

Away

7:00 pm

Bereavement Ministry

St. AH

Pastoral Council

Bereavement Ministry—Am I going crazy?”
Am I going crazy? This is a question often asked during the journey
through grief. Come join us and find others who are traveling along this
often painful and confusing path. Share stories of hope and find peace with
those who understand and empathize with what you are experiencing.
Please come join us at the St. Agnes Meeting Room. Meetings are held
on the first and third Mondays of each month from 7 pm to 8 pm

Tuesday, 9/20
6:30 pm

Bereavement Ministry

POMR

For more information, please call Bill and Anne Fazio 410-378-2092.

Post Cana
Wednesday, 9/21
6:30 pm

Religious Ed Classes

AUD

6:30 pm

RCIA

POMR

7:00 pm

Adult Bible Study

St. AH

Post Cana is an organization for widows and widowers to help alleviate their
loneliness and isolation. Post Cana holds monthly dances at Talleyville Memorial Hall in North Wilmington. Monthly lunches are held at Michael’s Restaurant in Christiana. Please consider joining this friendly and inviting group
of people. Please call Nancy at 302-479-5109 with questions.

Pre-Cana and Remarriage Classes

Thursday, 9/22
6:15 pm

Cantor Rehearsal

GSC

7:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal

GSC

The Diocesan Office for Marriage and Family Life is looking for Catechists for
Pre-Cana and Remarriage classes. If you are interested in more information,
please call Rita McDowell at 302-295-0667

Prayer shawl guild

Friday, 9/23
8:00 am

half day

GSCS
Saturday, 9/24

No Scheduled Events
Sunday, 9/25
10:00 am

Confirmation Class

GSMR

11:00 am

Respect Life

GSC

Location Key
St. A = St. Agnes

GSC/GSMR = Good Shepherd Mtg Rm

St. AH = St. Agnes Hall

AUD = Auditorium

UR = Upper Room

POMR = Parish Office Meeting Room

St T = St. Teresa

GSCS = Good Shepherd Catholic Sch

St P = St. Patrick’s Pilottown
Please contact Renee LeBrun for scheduling and calendar events.

The Prayer Shawl Guild meets on the first Tuesday of each month from 1
PM to 3 PM at the St. Agnes Meeting Room. We hope to offer warmth and
the message of God’s blessings to those in need of comfort. The Prayer
Shawl Ministry uses yarn to create prayer shawls to comfort and warm
those in need. For instance: those working through cancer treatment, significant illness, the loss of a loved one--people who would benefit
from being wrapped in prayers and love. Members of this ministry will knit
and crochet special shawls and blankets that will receive a pastoral blessing. Each shawl or blanket begins and ends with prayers and blessings for
the recipient. For further information regarding the Prayer Shawl Guild,
please call Anne Fazio at 410-378-2092.
Please contact Marie Sypolt at the Parish Office to request a prayer
shawl for someone in need.

birthright’S annual bottleS for babieS
Throughout October, Respect Life month, Birthright of Delaware will have its
Bottles for Babies event. On the weekend of October 7th and 8th baby
bottles will be distributed after all the Masses. We ask you to take one
home. Please read the insert, fill the bottle with loose change and return it
in the weekend of October 29th and 30th. Proceeds benefit pregnant women and their infants. On behalf of our mothers, Birthright graciously thanks
you!

Christ our king parish
Christ Our King Parish will celebrate the 90th anniversary of its founding with a mass of thanksgiving at 3pm on Oct 30 followed by a light
buffet meal and fellowship in Monsignor John J. Lynch Hall. The observance will be the last liturgy before the parish is dissolved and the
church closed. Parishioners, former parishioners, alumni of the parochial school and friends of the parish are cordially invited to attend.
There is no charge for the meal, but reservations are required by Oct 14. RSVP at 302-762-4140 or email at
cj@christourkingcatholicchurch.org

Catholic School News
Good Shepherd offers a faith filled education in a nurturing environment for Pre K to 8th grade. Art, Music, Health, Computer, Band, and
Physical Education are also a part of the curriculum. Scholarship and tuition assistance are available.
Please call or visit the school for more information.

Veni, Sancte Spiritus
Come Holy Spirit

September—Fruits of the Holy Spirit: Love

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have
eternal life. John 3:16
We welcome Mr. Chris DeBoda to our school. Mr. DeBoda will be teaching instrumental music lessons and directing our band.
He is a graduate of University of Maryland with a degree in education. He is presently attending Cecil College to obtain certification in music education. He is the assistant director of the Bo Manor High School Marching Band and teaches at The Oxford
Alliance for the Arts.

Golf Tournament
Thank you Bud McFadden and his committee for a great golf tournament.
Thank you to all of our sponsors and golfers who made this day a success.

GSCS Crab Feast
October 16th at 1 pm—Ravens vs. Father Jay’s Very Own New York Giants!
Doors open at 12:30 pm $50 for adults—$15 Children under 10
All you can eat on the premises—crabs, beef, chicken, salads, crab bisque, corn, beer, and sodas.
Come and join the fun!
Tickets available in the school office

Fall Festival
October 22nd 12 –6 pm
Share in the Spirit Collection—Next weekend there will be a special collection for the Diocesan Share in the Spirit Tuition Assistance
program. This program helps send students to Catholic schools in our Diocese that could not do it without help. GSCS families receive help
each year from this fund.

Did you know…
...that our pre-k and kindergarten walked to the Perryville Library for a tour and story time?

Religious education
Good Shepherd’s Religious Ed program started on Wednesday, September 14. Classes are held each Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm at Good
Shepherd School. If you haven’t and need to, registration forms may be found at the entrances to church. You may mail or drop forms off
at the parish office, or place them in the collection basket.
Our program uses the Loyola Press curriculum, Finding God. Each of our catechists and assistants are volunteers, who have a background
clearance from the diocese, and training in compliance with For the Sake of God’s Children requirements. If you have any questions, please
contact Terri Yackley (tyackley@goodshephrd.org) or Jeanmarie Sepka (jsepka@goodshephrd.org).
Sacramental Preparation: The diocese requires two years of preparation before a child may receive the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. Reconciliation and Eucharist are typically received in the second grade, and Confirmation in the eighth grade.
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the good shepherd right to privacy policy

Come and seek (cas)

Good Shepherd Parish is making the following changes to protect the right to
privacy of our parishioners and to comply with HIPAA regulations. We may only
add a living person to the Prayer of the Faithful, which is read at our Masses, or
to our parish’s “Prayer Line”, if the individual himself or herself requests it. The
request for prayers and inclusion in parish communication will not include the
condition or diagnosis. We will ask anyone else who calls and makes this request, to please ask that individual to contact us; or the caller could add the
name to the Book of the Sick, which is in the back of all three of our Churches.
We would prefer, unless you know specifically that the individual wants their
name added to the Book of the Sick, to write only their first name. We trust God
knows whom we are praying for, and are thus at the same time protecting that
person’s right to privacy.

Come and Seek (CAS) is a monthly social event

If the person is in a coma or unconscious and a family member calls and makes
this request, we will trust that the family member would express the patient's
wishes. At this point, a family member is likely making the actual medical decisions on behalf of the patient as well. Therefore, it is accepted that the designated family member is "the voice" of the patient. We are probably going to ask
"Would your wife/mom/sister (or husband/dad/brother) approve of our including
her/his name in our pulpit prayers and parish bulletin requests for prayers?"
If parishioners inquire about the condition of the patient, we will direct them to
contact the family for more information. By enacting this policy in the life of
Good Shepherd Parish we are in compliance with HIPPA regulations.

Rite of Christian initiation for adults
Are you exploring Catholicism? Do you want to learn more, re-establish
your faith, or join the Catholic Church?
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) classes are starting in September and are for those who desire to learn about Catholicism, leading
to full initiation into the Catholic community. Non-Catholics or nonpracticing Catholics who have fallen away and wish to re-establish their
faith are also welcome. No previous experience necessary, just bring
your questions and interest! Please call Bill or Judy Hyde at 410-3783868 to pre-register.

for young men who wish to find out more about the amazing
life of the Priesthood. At CAS you will meet other young men
like yourself who are asking the same question: Is Jesus calling
ME to be a Priest? Please contact Father Coffiey (302) 239-7100
ext. 24 if you are interested in attending a meeting. He would
be more than happy to speak with you and give you more information.

“It is not you who have chosen me, but I
who have chosen you!” John 15:16
Remaining 2016 dates:

Oct. 13- 6:30 PM (St. John the Beloved Church)
Nov. 9- 6:30 PM (St. John the Beloved Church)
Dec. 6- 5:30 PM CAS Christmas Gathering (St. Mary of the
Assumption Church)

Sacramental preparation
The Diocese of Wilmington requires a two year preparation for reception of the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist and for Confirmation. This means that a child must attend two continuous years of Catholic School OR Religious Education classes before the sacrament may be received.
Typically, a student will attend first and second grades, and receive Reconciliation and Eucharist in the second grade. The sacrament of
Confirmation may be offered in different grades, but usually in junior high or high school. Our practice is to celebrate Confirmation in the
eighth grade. That would require that a student attend seventh and eighth grades, and be confirmed at the end of eighth grade.
Ideally, a child would attend Catholic School or Religious Education classes every year. For some families, this is a hardship, or they choose
other activities rather than faith formation. The requirement of the two years of preparation for reception of sacraments is a minimum requirement.
If a student comes to the program later, they still must meet the two year preparation requirement. This does NOT mean that they can receive the sacrament earlier; they must be in second grade or above to receive Reconciliation and First Eucharist, and either grade or above
for Confirmation.
Our Religious Education (PREP) classes for grades kindergarten through seven meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:45 pm. Our
eighth grade confirmation class meets on Sunday mornings from 10am—11:45am.
If you have any questions, please contact Terri Yackley (410-642-6534 ext 12) or email tyackley@goodshephrd.org.
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maryland catholic women’S conference & retreat
Register now for : Witness of Mercy (A retreat) Maryland Catholic Women’s Conference 6th Annual Retreat
(You may attend Saturday only as a one day retreat)
Mt. St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Marylsand
Our powerful line-up includes Fr. Chris Alar from the famous Shrine of Mercy in Stockbridge, Mass with Archbishop
William Lori, and Sr. Tracey Dugas, a powerful speaker and Pauline Sister who specializes in media evangelization.
This is just a sample! Details on the website. Register now at www.marylandcatholicwomen.com
marylandcatholicwomen@gmail.com or call Jeanne @ 443-324-8487
Cost $75 Saturday only $60
Native American retreat day
You are invited to attend a free Native American Retreat
Day titled “Come Aside Awhile and Rest on Holy Ground:
A Retreat with Black Elk” on Saturday, September 24, 2016
at 309 Green Street, Bear, DE from 9 am to 4 pm. Mass
will be held at 5 pm at nearby Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church. Come and enjoy nature, and reflections of your
own spirit. Register by September 14 with Sharon Ward,
Sharon wsward2@verizon.net, phone 302-545-3383 or Gail
Rando gailvets2@gmail.com phone 352-445-2350. Sponsored by Diocese of Wilmington Native American Ministry.

General intercession for vocations
18 September 2016
th

25 Sunday in Ordinary Time

That the Lord of the Harvest call many people in
our diocese to tend to His vineyard as priests, deacons and religious, we pray to the Lord!

St. Vincent dePaul society report
August, 2016 Report
Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, the St.
Vincent dePaul Society was able to assist 25 Cecil
County families with rent and utilities during the
month of August. In addition, 64 families representing 158 individuals received food from our food pantry in August. Your donations have made this possible.

REMEMBER! October 7, 8, & 9 2016
Choir

Singing is the sign of the heart’s joy (cf. Acts
2:46). Thus Saint Augustine says rightly,
“Singing is for the one who loves” and “One
who sings well prays twice.”
Has anyone told you “You should be in the choir?” This is
your chance!

Choir Rehearsals began on Thursday,
September 15 at
Good Shepherd Church.
Anyone age 18 to 99 (or beyond) may join the adult choir.
There are no auditions, no pressure to sing solo. You may
be asked to sing a scale to determine your voice range.
The Good Shepherd Parish Adult Choir season runs from
September to May. Rehearsals are held on Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30, most often in Good Shepherd
Church, but occasionally in one of the other parish churches. We provide cds of the music we are learning so that
choir members may rehearse at home, and the music is
available on the parish music ministry’s website.
In recognition of the universality of the Catholic church, our
music includes many styles, including traditional, classical,
folk, and contemporary.

For more information, contact Renee LeBrun at
410-441-1892 or rlebrun@goodshephrd.org
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Catholic veterans

7 day pilgrimage

Did you know there is a veteran’s service organization for Catholic veterans to come together in support of veterans? And did you know this
organization has an auxiliary organization of family members of Catholic
veterans? Catholic War Veterans Post 1841, and its affiliated Auxiliary,
are both based right next door in Havre de Grace. We support local veterans of all faiths through spiritual and corporal acts of mercy, and we
are looking to grow our membership. Come join us at our monthly meeting, the first Tuesday of every month at 6pm at St. Patrick’s Faith Formation Center, 617 Congress Street, HdG, and learn how you can become a part of this longstanding organization. With your support we
can do even more for veterans and their families who have served and
sacrificed. Parishioner David Romanko would be happy to provide more
information, or just come to our next meeting. We hope to see you

Our “Special” 7 Day Pilgrimage to Fatima Portugal will be offered
from 3 Airline Gateways of Newark NJ, New York JFK, and Boston
Mass. The Price of $1599.00 is the all inclusive price includes
airfare, 4 star hotel, 2 meals per day, tour guide and deluxe bus
and more. Price is the same from all three airports and we can
assist you in securing air from your home city to one of the 3
gateways listed above. We will also be flying from Miami International but the pilgrimage will be one day longer and the all inclusive price will be $1699.00. The travel dates from Newark, JFK,
and Boston will be Nov 14-20, 2016 and the travel dates from
Miami will be Nov 14-21, 2016. Brochures and reservation forms
are available at the Catholic Tour call 1-877-627-4266 toll free.
Or simply email jimadair@thechatholictour.com

Free public lecture on St. Francis of Assisi

Christmas Bazaar

Fr. Augustine Thompson, O.P., Professor of History at the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology and member of the Core
Doctoral Faculty of the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley
California will give a free public lecture titled, “Saint Francis of
Assisi: the 100 year search for the man behind the legends,” on
Monday, September 26, 7:30-8:30 pm, followed by Q & A, in Purnell Hall, Room 115 on the University of Delaware campus in Newark, DE Fr. Thompson holds a PhD in medieval history from UC
Berkeley, and was Professor of Religious Studies and History at
the University of Virginia. His books and publications focus on
medieval Italy and medieval religious history. His best-selling and
highly readable Francis of Assisi: A New Biography (Cornell Univ.
Press, 2012) has been highly acclaimed by scholars. St. Francis of
Assisi is one of the most popular and beloved saints in history.
Known for his love of nature and of the poor, he became a symbol
for many causes. Fr. Thompson will show that much about the
real man behind the legends can be discovered, if not perfectly,
with a high degree of certainty. Sponsored by the Society of Catholic Scholars of Delaware and the UD Department of History.

Have ideas for the annual Christmas Bazaar—
Share your ideas to make this the best one yet!
Call or text Donna McIntosh 804-536-5365 or Carole
Cummings at 443-610-0594 with any questions.
Save the Date: The Christmas Bazaar will be
held November 18th and 19th.
Special Volunteer for the Christmas Bazaar
Be a special part of the Christmas Bazaar by becoming our Silent Auction Coordinator. We are in need of someone who will
sort, price and manage the table for the Silent Auction. We will
provide additional help. This would be a commitment of Thursday, November 17th, to sort and price the donated items, then
Friday and Saturday to run the Silent Auction. Call or text
Donna McIntosh 804-536-5365 or Carole Cummins at 443-6100594 with any questions. Thank you!

St. Hedwig Polish Festival
St. Hedwig “60th” Annual Polish Festival will be held September
19-24, 2016 in front of the Blue Rocks Baseball Stadium at the
Wilmington Riverfront. Monday-Friday 5 pm—10 pm and Saturday 3 pm—10 pm. Lunch served on Thursday & Friday 11 am—
1:30 pm. Free admission and free parking! Family nights on
Tuesday and Wednesday nights (ride the rides all night for $20
with wrist band purchase). Alumni Night on Friday, September
23rd ends with FIREWORKS to celebrate our “60th!” visit
www.polishfestival.net or like us on Facebook—St. Hedwig’s
Polish Festival.

Vocation reflections
18 September 2016 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
In every generation, God calls some men to lead the faithful in offering “supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings” as priests in
service of the Body of Christ. Is God calling you to this priestly ministry? If you think so, call or write Father Norm Carroll, Diocesan Director
of Priestly and Religious Vocations (302-573-3113, vocations@cdow.org). And don’t forget to visit our website: www.cdow.org/vocations!

ProLife News Briefs

September 2016

Respect for Life Does Not Mean We Prolong Life
by Unduly Burdensome Treatments
Many People are Afraid ...

Next Month is Respect Life Month

... of being kept alive past life’s natural limits by medical
technology. They fear experiencing intolerable pain and
suffering, losing control over bodily functions, or lingering
with severe dementia. They worry about being abandoned
or becoming a burden on others. Today there is a campaign
to respond to these fears and needs: “death with dignity”
describes a self-inflicted death, generally using a drug
overdose prescribed by a doctor for the purpose of suicide.
Catholic teaching views suicide as a grave offense
against love of self, one that also breaks the bonds of love
and solidarity with family, friends, and God (Catechism of
the Catholic Church [CCC], no. 2281). But what about those
people expected to live less than six months? Such
predictions are notoriously unreliable and carry a built-in
ambiguity: some legal definitions of terminal illness include
persons who have a short time to live only if they do not
receive life-supporting treatment. People with chronic
illnesses or disabilities—who could live a long time if they
receive basic care—may be swept up in such a definition.

Many pastors will be addressing life issues. In addition,
Life Chains will be held across the country. (See feature
below) New reading materials have been made available
including brochures available from USCCB.org:
# Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing
# Serene Attentiveness to God's Creation
# Caring for Loved Ones at Life's End
# Every Suicide is Tragic
# Seven Considerations While Navigating Infertility
# Accompanying Expectant Mothers Considering Adoption
Also, our bishops remind us that if you or someone you
know is suffering after abortion, confidential nonjudgmental help is available:
# Call Project Rachel's national toll-free number:
888-456-HOPE(-4673) or
# Visit HopeAfterAbortion.org.
Finally, in NJ, New Jersey Right to Life fund-raising
raffle will be held statewide. NJ parishioners are
encouraged to support NJRTL by participating in the raffle.

Most people, regardless of religious affiliation, know that suicide
is a terrible tragedy, one that a compassionate society should
work to prevent. Proponents know these facts, so they avoid
terms such as “assisting suicide” and instead use euphemisms
such as “aid in dying.” The group leading this campaign has even
concealed its agenda by changing its name. The Hemlock
Society, whose very name reminded people of the harsh reality
of death by poison, has become “Compassion and Choices.” But
its agenda promotes neither free choice nor compassion.

A “better off dead” judgment is fueled by the excessively
high premium our culture places on productivity and
autonomy, which tends to discount the lives of those who
have a disability or are dependent on others. If these
persons say they want to die, others may be tempted to
regard this not as a call for help but as the reasonable
response to what they agree is a meaningless life. Those
who choose to live may then be seen as selfish or irrational,
as a needless burden on others, and even be encouraged to
view themselves that way.
One cannot uphold human freedom and dignity by
devaluing human life. By assuming and sharing our human
nature, the Son of God has more fully revealed and
enhanced the sacred character of each human life. A
society that devalues some people’s lives, by hastening and
(continued on page 2)

What is LIFE CHAIN?
In 2015, over 1600 cities and towns held Life Chains.
On the first Sunday of each October, Life Chain invites
churches to stand on a designated local sidewalk and pray
for 90 minutes, while holding one of the following approved
pro-life sign messages:
• ABORTION KILLS CHILDREN
• JESUS FORGIVES AND HEALS
• ADOPTION: THE LOVING OPTION
• LORD, FORGIVE US AND OUR NATION
• ABORTION HURTS WOMEN
• PRAY TO END ABORTION
• LIFE—THE FIRST INALIENABLE RIGHT
The easy-to-hold 18" x 22" Life Chain signs are backprinted with prayer topics, songs of meditation, the Life
Chain Code of Conduct, and a compelling statement on
The Purpose of LIFE CHAIN.
During the Life Chain hour, idle chatter, frivolity, and
both verbal and physical responses to motorists are
strongly discouraged. LIFE CHAIN is a time for prayerful
self-analysis, repentance, and serious commitment to
helping end abortion in our nation. Check your local parish
or county group for a Life Chain near you. [Lifechain.net]

ProLife News Briefs
Many People are Afraid (continued)
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facilitating their deaths, will ultimately lose respect for their
other rights and freedoms. Dutch doctors, who once limited
euthanasia to terminally ill patients, now provide lethal drugs
to people with chronic illnesses and disabilities, mental
illness, and even melancholy. Once they convinced themselves that ending a short life can be an act of compassion,
it was morbidly logical to conclude that ending a longer life
may show even more compassion.
A caring community devotes more attention, not less, to
members facing the most vulnerable times in their lives.
When people are tempted to see their own lives as
diminished in value or meaning, they most need the love
and assistance of others to assure them of their inherent
worth. Even when a cure is not possible, medicine plays a
critical role in providing “palliative care”—alleviating pain
and other symptoms and meeting basic needs. Respect for
life does not mean we should deprive suffering patients of
needed pain medications out of a misplaced fear that they
might have the side effect of shortening life. The risk of such
an effect is extremely low when pain medication is adjusted
to a patient’s level of pain, with the laudable purpose of
simply addressing that pain (CCC, no. 2279).
Effective palliative care also allows patients to devote
their attention to the unfinished business of their lives, to
arrive at a sense of peace with God, with loved ones, and
with themselves.
No one should dismiss this time as useless or meaningless.
Learning how to face this last stage of our earthly lives is one of
the most important and meaningful things each of us will do, and
care-givers who help people through this process are also doing
enormously important work.

Catholics are increasingly joining disability rights
advocates, charitable organizations, and members of the
healing professions, to stand for the dignity of people with
serious illnesses and disabilities and promote life-affirming
solutions for their problems and hardships. When we grow
old or sick and we are tempted to lose heart, we should be
surrounded by people who ask “How can we help?” We
deserve to grow old in a society that views our cares and
needs with a compassion grounded in respect, offering
genuine support in our final days.
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Olympic Star Criticized over Motherhood
In an NBC interview, Kerri Walsh Jennings, the goldmedalist volleyball champion, said:
“My kids gave me the perspective and balance I was
missing. It took my game and my desire and my passion for
life to the next level. I am hugely indebted to my children.”
A number of women attacked both Jennings and NBC
for “taking the women’s movement backward.” Why?
Because Jennings actually cherishes the gift to bring forth
new life. She received negative tweets and comments
because she proudly acknowledged that this gift is a natural
part of being a female member of the species. [Source:
Teresa Tomeo, “Gold-medal Mom,” Our Sunday Visitor, 8/28/16]

Recent Stories Found at LifeNews.com
# Bill Banning Videos Exposing Planned Parenthood is So
Bad the Los Angeles Times Opposes It - Micaiah Bilger
(8/31/16)
# Freia David Has Down Syndrome And Just Retired From
Her Job at McDonalds After 32 Years - D. Bettinelli (8/31/16)
# Adult Stem Cells: The Best Kept Secret In Medicine David Prentice, Ph.D. (8/30/16)
# Confirmed: Planned Parenthood Killed Young, Black
Woman in Botched Legal Abortion - Cheryl Sullenger
(8/31/16)
# Pro-Life Mural Goes Viral in Ireland: “Abortion Stops a
Beating Heart” - Cora Sherlock (8/1/16)

Prayer and the Dignity of Human Life
Sister Mary Catherine Perry, O.P. (Rosary Shrine,
Summit, NJ) declared: “I think the reason why people
struggle and maybe are cynical about prayer is that, as a
society, we have lost the sense of being children of God. We
have lost the sense that we are God's creatures, that we
were made in his image & likeness, & we owe him our life,
we wouldn't exist without him, and we are dependent on him
as a child to a father.” [Source: Nat. Review Inst., 8/12/16]

Would You Adopt a Neighbor’s Children?

After her close friend Beth Laitkep died from cancer,
Stephanie Culley and her husband made a sacrificial
decision that few others would – they adopted Beth’s six
children, bringing their Virginia family total to nine children.
The decision to adopt Beth’s children has brought much
joy. Stephanie explained that her outlook changed with the
[Excerpted from: To Live Each Day with Dignity: A
Statement on Physician-Assisted Suicide. U.S. Conference adoption. “My husband and I laugh because we didn’t really
plan on having any kids and here we are with nine. When I
of Catholic Bishops, usccb.org]
first realized that I was going to do this I was scared to
ed. by Frank Tinari, Ph.D., tinarifr@shu.edu death, but as we walked this journey, it’s so much better
(contact the editor to have ProLife News Briefs sent to others) than anything I had in my head.” [LifeNews.com, 7/25/16]
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