Parish Office ......................................................... 410-642-6534
810 Aiken Avenue, Perryville, MD 21903
Pastor: Rev. Jay R. McKee
Fax number........................................................... 410-642-2234
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm
Summer Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00am - 12pm
(Father's Day weekend through Labor Day)
Parish Administrator: Deacon Luke Yackley
Christian Formation: Terri Yackley
Liturgy Coordinator: Deacon Luke Yackley
Music Director: Renee Le Brun
Sr. High Youth Ministry: Deacon Luke Yackley/Paula Hoppel
Spanish Ministry: Fr. Emerson Rodriguez........... 302-576-4105
ministeriohispanow@gmail.com
Bulletin Editor: Libby Sypolt
(all articles due by 9a.m. on Monday) bulletin@goodshephrd.org
Executive Officers
Pastoral Council-Beth Tapera ................................ 240-505-3516
Finance Council-Sharon Rapposelli ...................... 410-642-6048
Trustees for Good Shepherd: Judy Hyde and Barbara Sneed
Trustee for St. Agnes: Jack Scarbath
Trustee for St. Teresa: Emily Jack
St. Vincent de Paul Outreach .............................. 410-642-3588
Website ..................................... www.goodshepherdcecilmd.org
E-mail address ................................gsparish@goodshephrd.org
Daily Mass Schedule:
Monday-Friday and 1st Saturday of the month, 9 a.m.
Good Shepherd Church
Parish Registration: call the parish office
Holy Days of Obligation: see bulletin

MASS: Saturday Evening Mass 4 p.m.
fulfills Sunday obligation
Sunday: 12 Noon
Daily–Monday-Friday 9 a.m.
1st Satuday of the month 9 a.m.
Holy Days As Announced

MASS:
Sunday 10 a.m.
Saturday 7 p.m. (Spanish)
la misa en español los
sábados a las 7 pm

MASS: Sunday - 8:00 a.m.

ANNUAL MASS
2nd Saturday in September

Good Shepherd School-800 Aiken Ave.
Perryville, Md. 21903
Principal: Sharon Hodges .......shodges@goodshepherdschool.net
Asst. Principal: Jen Pileggi .... jpileggi@goodshepherdschool.net
School Office ......................................................... 410-642-6265
School Kitchen (Cifaldo Hall) ............................... 410-642-6925
School website ..............................www.goodshepherdschool.net
School E-mail...............................info@goodshepherdschool.net
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
2nd and 3rd Sundays; Parents are required to attend a pre-baptismal Program. Parish Census form and pre-registration are required four weeks in advance.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Couples are asked to be involved in three stages of Marriage
preparation. They should contact a parish priest or Deacon at
least 12 months prior to the date on which they wish to marry.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Good Shepherd Church, Saturdays from 3:15 to 3:45 p.m. or by
appointment.
HOLY ORDERS AND RELIGIOUS LIFE
If you believe that you or someone you know has a
Vocation to the priesthood or religious life, please Contact
Fr. Norm Carroll, Director of Vocations, at 302-573-3113 or visit
www.CalledByTheLord.com or www.ForYourVocation.org.
To explore becoming Catholic: R.C.I.A. for adults,
Specialized Catechism for children. Please contact the parish office.
Hospitalized or in need of a visit? Call the parish office.
Parish Registration: Call the Parish Office; see the Registration Cards
in all churches or go to the parish website if you have any questions,
please email me at bulletin@goodshephrd.org or my cell is 410-937-8037.
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Stewardship & offertory

Mass intentions
8/6

8/7

9:00 am

For the People

4:00 pm-GSC

Robert Alan McKinney Mary McKinney

7:00 pm-St. A

Spanish Mass

8:00 am—St. T

Herbert Brown

Bill & Daretta Bruchey

10:00 am—St. A

Deloris Erbe

Fr. Jay & GSP

12:00 pm—GSC

Patsy Murray

Jane Stolzenbach

Daily mass– GSC
8/8

9:00 am

Patsy Murray

Bill & Anne Fazio

8/9

9:00 am

Tom Long

Rita Wernek

8/10

9:00 am

Carol Colucci

Nancy Tiedemann

8/11

9:00 am

Patsy Murray

Rita Wernek

8/12

9:00 am

Mary Ham

Winnie Frank

8/13

9:00 am

For the People

4:00 pm-GSC

Patsy Murray

7:00 pm-St. A

Spanish Mass

8:00 am—St. T

Patsy Murray

10:00 am—St. A

For the People

12:00 pm—GSC

Mary Catherine Mihaltian Luigi V. Micheli

8/14

august’s second collection

www.masstimes.org
Taking a vacation away from your home
parish?

Consult masstimes.org for
mass schedules nearest your

Money Counters, 8/1
Betty & Jerry Callaway

Ursula Adams

Friends of St. Teresa

20 & 21: Cathedral of St. Peter

st .teresa’s cleaning
St. Teresa’s Cleaning scheduled:
August 7—Krysia Hudson
August 21—Dick & Bobbie LaFashia
If you need a key you can contact Emily Jack
(410-378-2907) or Jan Kuhs (410-441-4421

DEACON’S BENCH
My Friends and Fellow Parishioners,
August, truth be told, is my least favorite month of the entire year. I hate hot! I know statistically, July is usually the warmest month in Maryland,
but by August, I am just tired of it being hot and humid. I believe God gives us August so we repent for our sins so that we do not end up in the
fires of hell for all eternity. And that works for me.
Usually, I write about the connection between the readings, but this week I am going to focus on just one line from our Second Reading, from the
Letter titled Hebrews, “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.”
We do not know the author of this Book, and it might not even have been a letter to the Hebrews, but it is included in our canonical Christian Scripture, also known as the New Testament. We know it is an early document composed sometime between 49 and 96 AD, probably between 49 and
70 AD. Until the 16th Century, both the Eastern and Western Church attributed the authorship to St. Paul, but since then, scholars generally agree it
was not from Paul’s hand but from one who was close to the Pauline Community. The Book was probably a sermon possibly expanded by other
Christian writers influenced by St. Paul. The author addressed dangers he saw creeping into the early Christian faith. “This danger was due not to
any persecution from outsiders but to weariness with the demands of Christian life and a growing indifference to their calling” (USCCB).
This is why the author extols, “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.” He saw the community drifting away
from faith. This is how Scripture transcends time. An author today could just as easily make the same commentary. People today still want to believe only what they can experience with their senses. As the cliché goes, “Seeing is believing”. That is sad. I pray people have a change of heart,
that they believe not only what is tangible, but also have faith in Christ’s message. If we do, on our day of reckoning we will not be separated with
the “goats”, but will be with the “sheep” who will be welcomed into Paradise.
“When I was hungry, you gave me to eat” (Matthew 25:35). And then Jesus says, “Whatever you do to the least of my people you do to me.” This
is what it means to be a Christian. Mother Teresa once said, “We should not serve the poor like they were Jesus. We should serve the poor because
they are Jesus.” As you know, the St. Vincent de Paul Society is always looking for canned goods, cereal, and pasta to help feed those in need. You
can bring canned goods, etc. with you to Mass and leave them in the back of Church. If it is inconvenient for you to bring groceries to church, we
have Poor Boxes in the back of all of our Churches. All money collected in these boxes goes directly to our Society. Please check in your pockets and
see if you do not have some money to share.
Thank you!

Deacon Luke
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Programs and services
Adult bible study

Calendar

Bible Study at St. Agnes will resume in September. The Book of
Revelations will be the topic.

Sunday, 8/7
No Scheduled Events

Bereavement Ministry
Bereavement Ministry—Am I going crazy?”

Monday, 8/8
8:00 am

Am I going crazy? This is a question often asked during the journey
through grief. Come join us and find others who are traveling along this
often painful and confusing path. Share stories of hope and find peace with
those who understand and empathize with what you are experiencing.

GSCS Resumes Regular Hours
Tuesday, 8/9

11:30 am
6:30 pm

SAM

St. AH

Finance Council Meeting

POMR

Wednesday, 8/10
9:45 am

St. Vincent dePaul Meeting

POMR

Thursday, 8/11
6:00 pm

GS Night @ Ripken Stadium

Away

6:15 pm

Cantor Rehearsal

GSC

Please come join us at the St. Agnes Meeting Room. Meetings are held
on the first and third Mondays of each month from 7 pm to 8 pm
For more information, please call Bill and Anne Fazio 410-378-2092.

Post Cana
Post Cana is an organization for widows and widowers to help alleviate their
loneliness and isolation. Post Cana holds monthly dances at Talleyville Memorial Hall in North Wilmington. Monthly lunches are held at Michael’s Restaurant in Christiana. Please consider joining this friendly and inviting group
of people. Please call Nancy at 302-479-5109 with questions.

Pre-Cana and Remarriage Classes
Friday, 8/12

The Diocesan Office for Marriage and Family Life is looking for Catechists for
Pre-Cana and Remarriage classes. If you are interested in more information,
please call Rita McDowell at 302-295-0667

No Scheduled Events

Prayer shawl guild

Saturday, 8/13
7:00 pm

Spanglish Mass

St. A

Sunday, 8/14
10:30 pm

Baptisms

GSC

SAM
SAM will meet at St. Agnes Hall on Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at
11:30 am. Come share in the fellowship! Call Marie Sypolt at the
Parish Office with questions.

The Prayer Shawl Guild meets on the first Tuesday of each month from 1
PM to 3 PM at the St. Agnes Meeting Room. We hope to offer warmth and
the message of God’s blessings to those in need of comfort. The Prayer
Shawl Ministry uses yarn to create prayer shawls to comfort and warm
those in need. For instance: those working through cancer treatment, significant illness, the loss of a loved one--people who would benefit
from being wrapped in prayers and love. Members of this ministry will knit
and crochet special shawls and blankets that will receive a pastoral blessing. Each shawl or blanket begins and ends with prayers and blessings for
the recipient. For further information regarding the Prayer Shawl Guild,
please call Anne Fazio at 410-378-2092.
Please contact Marie Sypolt at the Parish Office to request a prayer
shawl for someone in need.

Religious education

Annual catholic appeal
Thank you to everyone for their participation in the Annual Catholic
Appeal. Our pledge and contribution to date:
Pledged

Collected

Outstanding

Amount

Amount

Commitment

52,267.00

31,030.33

21,236.67

Gentle reminder to fulfill your pledge...every penny over the target
amount comes back to the parish as we have our school.
Thanks and way to go church!

Good Shepherd’s Religious Ed program will start on Wednesday, September
14, at 6:30pm at Good Shepherd School. Registration forms may be found
at the entrances to church. Please send in your registration as soon as
possible, so we know how many books to order. You may mail or drop
forms off at the parish office, or place them in the collection basket.
Our program uses the Loyola Press curriculum, Finding God. Each of our
catechists and assistants are volunteers, who have a background clearance
from the diocese, and training in compliance with For the Sake of God’s
Children requirements. If you have any questions, please contact Terri
Yackley (tyackley@goodshephrd.org) or Jeanmarie Sepka
(jsepka@goodshephrd.org).
Sacramental Preparation: The diocese requires two years of preparation
before a child may receive the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and
Confirmation. Reconciliation and Eucharist are typically received in the
second grade, and Confirmation in the eighth grade.

Catholic School News
Good Shepherd offers a faith filled education in a nurturing environment for Pre K to 8th grade. Art, Music, Health, Computer, Band, and
Physical Education are also a part of the curriculum. Scholarship and tuition assistance are available.
Please call or visit the school for more information.

Congratulations
Herbie Montgomery was chosen to receive the first “Bud McFadden Scholarship” for the 2016-2017 school year.
Herbie is a well rounded young man who follows in his family’s footsteps by service to his church and community.
He feeds the homeless in Elkton, is an altar server for our parish, works hard in school, is working to become an
Eagle Scout, plays baseball, participates in school activities, starred as Charlie Brown in our Christmas program, will
always help out, and is a good friend.
Good Shepherd Night at Ripken Stadium
August 11th/Game Starts at 7:05 pm

Cheer performance, Chorus sings the National Anthem,

Students—Parade, Throw out the First Pitch, and Do Guest Announcing Tickets—$11 Available in the school office
Iron Birds Night Stars
First Pitch—Aiden Zimmerman; Play Ball Kid—Samantha O’Rourke; Tickets available at the school office

First Day of 2016-2017 School Year
August 29th

Save the Dates
September 17th - Golf Tournament
October 16th—Crab Feast
October 22nd– Fall Festival

Good Shepherd catholic school scholarship program
For the past few weeks we have been focused on the renewed energy around our Good Shepherd Scholarship Program. Since our efforts have started YTD in
2016 we have raised just over $20,000 through the generosity shown at our Gala Knight to Remember Event, and through gracious support from a few anonymous donors. What is truly exciting is that we now have 3 formal and named scholarship funds.
1.

The Maryland Mutual Mortgage LLC Scholarship was given to Austin Schofield who will be entering 8th grade.

2.

The Quarantillo/Pileggi Scholarship was given to Tenley Moore who will be entering 6th grade.

We are pleased to announce the addition of the Bud McFadden Scholarship Fund. Below is an excerpt from the note that we received to start his new scholarship fund.
“We were deeply moved with all of the recent activity around the scholarship fund. As a result, we wanted to do something in honor of someone truly special.
As we thought about it, there is one man who truly shows daily, and demonstrates the value of giving back to the community, school, and church. He does it
with great spirit, joy, and is a quiet humble leader. His name is Bud McFadden. Please accept the enclosed check to be used as the first of what hopes to be
an annual tradition. I personally cannot thank him enough for all that he has done for our school, our community, and personally for all that he has taught me.
I am excited about this opportunity, and am looking forward to families and children being helped in this great man’s name.”
A big thank you to Bud McFadden for everything he has indeed done for our church and school. Please stay tuned to see what family is awarded the first Bud
McFadden scholarship.
If you are interested in establishing a scholarship or contributing to this most important initiative, please contact our school Tuesday through Thursday from
9am—12pm during the summer, at 410-642-6265. A member of our scholarship committee will speak with you directly.
The GSCS Scholarship Committee
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the good shepherd right to privacy policy

Come and seek (cas)

Good Shepherd Parish is making the following changes to protect the right to
privacy of our parishioners and to comply with HIPAA regulations. We may only
add a living person to the Prayer of the Faithful, which is read at our Masses, or
to our parish’s “Prayer Line”, if the individual himself or herself requests it. The
request for prayers and inclusion in parish communication will not include the
condition or diagnosis. We will ask anyone else who calls and makes this request, to please ask that individual to contact us; or the caller could add the
name to the Book of the Sick, which is in the back of all three of our Churches.
We would prefer, unless you know specifically that the individual wants their
name added to the Book of the Sick, to write only their first name. We trust God
knows whom we are praying for, and are thus at the same time protecting that
person’s right to privacy.

Come and Seek (CAS) is a monthly social event

If the person is in a coma or unconscious and a family member calls and makes
this request, we will trust that the family member would express the patient's
wishes. At this point, a family member is likely making the actual medical decisions on behalf of the patient as well. Therefore, it is accepted that the designated family member is "the voice" of the patient. We are probably going to ask
"Would your wife/mom/sister (or husband/dad/brother) approve of our including
her/his name in our pulpit prayers and parish bulletin requests for prayers?"
If parishioners inquire about the condition of the patient, we will direct them to
contact the family for more information. By enacting this policy in the life of
Good Shepherd Parish we are in compliance with HIPPA regulations.

Rite of Christian initiation for adults
Are you exploring Catholicism? Do you want to learn more, re-establish
your faith, or join the Catholic Church?
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) classes are starting in September and are for those who desire to learn about Catholicism, leading
to full initiation into the Catholic community. Non-Catholics or nonpracticing Catholics who have fallen away and wish to re-establish their
faith are also welcome. No previous experience necessary, just bring
your questions and interest! Please call Bill or Judy Hyde at 410-3783868 to pre-register.

for young men who wish to find out more about the amazing
life of the Priesthood. At CAS you will meet other young men
like yourself who are asking the same question: Is Jesus calling
ME to be a Priest? Please contact Father Coffiey (302) 239-7100
ext. 24 if you are interested in attending a meeting. He would
be more than happy to speak with you and give you more information.

“It is not you who have chosen me, but I
who have chosen you!” John 15:16
Remaining 2016 dates:

August 4-6th CAS Retreat in Malvern, PA
Sep. 14- 6:30 PM (St. John the Beloved Church)
Oct. 13- 6:30 PM (St. John the Beloved Church)
Nov. 9- 6:30 PM (St. John the Beloved Church)

Sacramental preparation
The Diocese of Wilmington requires a two year preparation for reception of the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist and for Confirmation. This means that a child must attend two continuous years of Catholic School OR Religious Education classes before the sacrament may be received.
Typically, a student will attend first and second grades, and receive Reconciliation and Eucharist in the second grade. The sacrament of
Confirmation may be offered in different grades, but usually in junior high or high school. Our practice is to celebrate Confirmation in the
eighth grade. That would require that a student attend seventh and eighth grades, and be confirmed at the end of eighth grade.
Ideally, a child would attend Catholic School or Religious Education classes every year. For some families, this is a hardship, ir they choose
other activities rather than faith formation. The requirement of the two years of preparation for reception of sacraments is a minimum requirement.
It a student comes to the program later, they still must meet the two year preparation requirement. This does NOT mean that they can
receive the sacrament earlier; they must be in second grade or above to receive Reconciliation and First Eucharist, and either grade or above
for Confirmation.
Our Religious Education (PREP) classes for grades kindergarten through seven meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:45 pm. Our
eighth grade confirmation class meets on Sunday mornings from 10am—11:45am.
If you have any questions, please contact Terri Yackley (410-642-6534 ext 12) or email tyackley@goodshephrd.org.
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Maryland catholic woMen’s conference & retreat
Register now for : Witness of Mercy (A retreat) Maryland Catholic Women’s Conference 6th Annual Retreat ( You
may attend Saturday only as a one day retreat)
Mt. St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Marylsand
Our powerful line-up includes Fr. Chris Alar from the famous Shrine of Mercy in Stockbridge, Mass with Archbishop
William Lori, and Sr. Tracey Dugas, a powerful speaker and Pauline Sister who specializes in media evangelization.
This is just a sample! Details on the website. Register now at www.marylandcatholicwomen.com
marylandcatholicwomen@gmail.com or call Jeanne @ 443-324-8487
Cost $75 Saturday only $60

REMEMBER! October 7, 8, & 9 2016

EAT HEALTHY – SUPPORT YOUR
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL!
The “Flying Plow Farm” is a small diversified self-sustaining farm organization
in Rising Sun. They grow a wide variety of vegetables and also provide eggs,
chicken and beef products. Their weekly markets are located in Bel Air, Havre
de Grace, Kennett Square and Newark. Following their weekend sales, their
produce is made available, free of charge, to our parish St. Vincent de Paul
outreach program. This amazing generosity on the part of the Flying Plow
Farm should not go unnoticed. We encourage you to explore the membership
options which are available and which would provide you ready access to their
healthy products. You can explore their operation on the internet at “Flying
Plow Farm”.
They are located at 96 Charles Johnson Farm Lane, Rising
Sun MD 21911. Phone 443-686-9786. Email address:
flyingplowfarm@gmail.com.

What does the Church teach about married love?
Marriage is more than a civil contract; it is a lifelong covenant
of love between a man and a woman. It is an intimate partnership in which husbands and wives learn to give and receive
love unselfishly, and then teach their children to do so as well.
Christian marriage in particular is a “great mystery,” a sign of
the love between Christ and his Church (Eph 5:32).
USCCB Publication No. 7-006

What is Natural Family Planning?
Natural family planning is a general name for the
methods of family planning that are based on a woman’s menstrual cycle. A man is fertile throughout his
life, while a woman is fertile for only a few days each
cycle during the child-bearing years. Some believe
that NFP involves using a calendar to predict the fertile time. That is not what NFP is today. A woman experiences clear, observable signs indicating when she
is fertile and when she is infertile. Learning to observe
and understand these signs is at the heart of education in natural family planning.
When a couple decides to postpone pregnancy, NFP
can be very effective. NFP can also be very helpful for
couples who desire to have a child because it identifies the time of ovulation. It is used by many fertility
specialists for this purpose. Thus a couple can have
marital relations at a time when they know that conception is most likely to take place.
USCCB Publication No. 7-006

Are couples expected to leave their family size
entirely to chance?
Certainly not. The Church teaches that a couple may
generously decide to have a large family, or may for
serious reasons choose not to have more children
for the time being or even for an indefinite period
(Humanae Vitae, no. 10).
A married couple can engage in marital intimacy
during the naturally infertile times in a woman’s cycle, or after child-bearing years, without violating
the meaning of marital intercourse in any way. This
is the principle behind natural family planning (NFP).
Natural methods of family planning involve fertility
education that enables couples to cooperate with
the body as God designed it.
USCCB Publication No. 7-006

Resources:
NFP Medical Providers :


www.onemoresoul.com

Natural Family Planning Educators:


www.ccli.org (present within the Diocese of
Wilmington; classes held bi-annually)



www.onemoresoul.com

Church Documents:


Pope John Paul II. Encyclical Evangelium Vitae
(On the Value and Inviolability of Human Life).
Washington, DC: USCCB, 1995.



Pope Paul IV. Encyclical Humanae Vitae (On the
Regulation of Birth). Washington, DC: USCCB,
1968.

ProLife News Briefs
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Cultural Assault on Religious Beliefs Continues
Legal and Other Means Being Used

Mary Eberstadt’s Explanation

# InterVarsity and other Christian student groups have been
thrown off campuses because they refused to sign university
“non-discriminatory” clauses in support of same-sex
marriage
# Catholic and other Christian adoption and social-service
agencies are under legal siege because of their support for
traditional Judeo-Christian marriage
# Military chaplains and personnel have been punished for
wearing pro-life buttons
# The Health & Human Services Office for Civil Rights ruled
in June that previously existing California health plans that
exclude abortion are a form of discrimination. Now
churches in California must pay for abortions.
# A Washington state pharmacy’s decision not to stock Plan
B, a drug that can cause an early abortion, and refer
customers to one of 30 nearby pharmacies that sell the
drug, was ruled discriminatory. The pharmacy now has to
offer the drug or go out of business.
# A 19-year Air Force combat vet was relieved of duty and
threatened with court-martial because he would not agree
with his commander on her beliefs concerning same-sex
marriage. The First Liberty Institute defended the veteran.
# Washington state professors threatened to fail and
remove from class students who use “oppressive and
hateful language” including the terms “male” and “female.”
CampusReform.org fought for the students and the
administration struck down the professors’ policy.
# University of New Hampshire Bias-Free Language Guide
condemns terms including “American,” “mothering” and
“fathering.” CampusReform.org called and administrators
removed the guide.
# Houston’s city council issued subpoenas ordering
pastors to turn over sermons mentioning gender identity
# A national survey sponsored by the William F. Buckley Jr.
Program at Yale University found that almost 50% of survey
participants said they often feel “intimidated” by professors
when sharing differing beliefs, and 60% said that political
correctness is a problem on college campuses.
Regarding the Washington state pharmacy, Supreme
Court Justice Samuel Alito said: “If this is a sign of how
religious liberty claims will be treated in th years ahead,
those who value religious freedom have cause for great
concern.”
Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori, chairman of the
(continued on page 2)

The author’s new book It’s Dangerous to Believe:
Religious Freedom and Its Enemies (Harper) analyzes the
assault on Christians here and abroad.
For thousands of years, religious toleration was not the
norm. The concept came slowly to the West and to
America. The greatest advance toward religious liberty
came with the drafting of the U.S. Constitution and its Bill
of Rights. The current assault on religious freedom
represents a return to the distant past in which people were
persecuted for their beliefs. However, today’s persecution
of Christian values takes place in the courts, administrative
bureaucracies and the forum of public opinion.
Why are those acting in the name of “diversity” and
“tolerance” so intent on uniformity of thought and
culture. Eberstadt says the “quasi-religious” belief of these
reactionaries is invested in the sexual revolution.
In his review of Eberstadt’s book, Professor Donald Critchlow,
Arizona State Univ. (National Review, 7/11/16), wrote about the
new enforcers of religious oppression: “In their own eyes, they
hold a revealed knowledge that sexual identity and the family are
social constructions created by a patriarchal, oppressive society.
Eberstadt understands that the foundation of the secular/
progressive worldview is the doctrine that ‘the Pill and its backup
plan, abortion on demand, have liberated humanity – first, by
freeing women from the chains of their fertility, and second, by
breaking down the door to the fortress of traditional morality,
after which one sexual minority after another has been liberated.’

Eberstadt concludes: “Courage is required for people to
stand not only against the cultural tide, but against the
inner worms of human nature.” May we pray and work
towards developing courage as Christians.

Macy’s Violates Its Own Diversity Policy
"Macy's believes that different perspectives are
important to our company, and we benefit greatly from the
individual strengths of each associate."
Yet Javier Chavez, Senior Store Detective at a Macy's
in Queens, NY was fired for voicing his belief, grounded in
his Catholicism, that men should use the men's bathrooms.
He said he would abide by Macy's policy allowing a man
who claims to be a woman to use the women's restroom,
but that wasn't sufficient. For merely having convictions that
Macy's finds objectionable, he was terminated. [Catholic
League for Religious and Civil Rights, 7/26/2016]
ed. by Frank Tinari, Ph.D., tinarifr@shu.edu
(contact the editor if you want ProLife News Briefs sent to others)
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Assault on Beliefs (continued)

Undercover Videos Deemed Legal

Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty for the U.S.
bishops, wrote: “Do we want a society where those who
provide health care are expected to sacrifice their most
cherished beliefs in order to serve the community? What
about the pharmacist who refuses to stock a drug because
testing it involves cruelty to animals? Or because it could be
used to inflict the death penalty? There are many ways that
conscience, faith and morals might inform how pharmacists
and other business owners carry out their work.”
Bishop Lori continued: “Zeal for the sexual revolution
seems to threaten restrictions on conscience with
implications far beyond abortion or contraception, moving us
from a pluralistic society to one where government may
coerce people into doing what they believe to be wrong.”
[Sources: Our Sunday Visitor; First Liberty Institute; National
Review; The Beacon of the Diocese of Paterson, NJ; The
Fund for American Studies; CampusReform.org]

July 26: District Judge Brock Thomas dismissed felony
criminal charges against David Daleiden this morning at the
request of the Harris County, Texas, District Attorney’s
office. In January, David had been indicted by a grand jury
on a misdemeanor charge of trafficking in fetal tissue as well
as a felony charge of tampering with a governmental
document. The misdemeanor charge was vacated last
month and today the felony charge, which carried a
maximum sentence of twenty years in state prison, was
dismissed. Charges were also dismissed against Sandra
Merritt who worked on the undercover investigations of
Planned Parenthood.
Life Legal assisted in the coordination of David’s criminal
defense and was in Harris County earlier this year as David
posted bail following the indictments.
“This is a victory, not only for David Daleiden, but also for
the First Amendment.” said Life Legal Defense Foundation
Executive Director Alexandra Snyder. “Undercover
journalists should not have to fear criminal penalties for
exposing the truth. Justice has finally been served in Harris
County.” [Source: Life Legal Defense Foundation]
[Editor’s note: Daleiden was responsible for taking
undercover videos and then publicizing the views and
policies of Planned Parenthood in its selling or
distributing aborted baby parts to other organizations.
The videos captured the cynical views of the group’s leaders
towards aborted babies.]

New Movies and Books
# Marriage experts Ryan and Mary-Rose Verret present a
practical guide to marriage preparation in their book,
Witness to Love (Benedict Press). Commentary is both
candid and practical, dealing with such issues as divorce,
cohabitation, and the importance of mentoring young
couples to create not just couples ready to marry, but who
say “I do” every day of their marriage.
# A splendid documentary, Liberating a Continent: John
Paul II and the Fall of Communism, has 93 minutes of a
gripping story. It shows how the liberation of captive nations
came about, by calling things “good” and “evil,” as the
Solidarity martyr Blessed Jerzy Popieliuszko used to say.
# A PBS special, “The 9 Months that Made Me,” should be
shown regularly. The documentary clearly shows a
heartbeat just four weeks after conception.
# Human geneticist Gerard Verschuuren’s latest book,
Life’s Journey: A Guide to Growing Up, Growing Old and
Natural Death (Angelico Press), reflects the author’s dual
strengths in biology and philosophy. In each section, the
author first describes what is going on scientifically, and then
reflects on the implications of what is going on. The last
section on old age and death addresses death and the
meaning of personhood. Materialists maintain it is the end
of our existence. Non-materialists believe we live on as
disembodied spirits. For Catholics, the ultimate resurrection
of the dead prepares us to be reunited with our bodies.
[Sources: The Catholic Answer; National Review; National
Catholic Register; The Beacon of the Paterson Diocese.]

Thomas More Society Defends Life
St. Thomas More was a lawyer who once served as
chancellor of England, but gave up his life by refusing to
acknowledge King Henry VIII as head of the Church in
England. Before his martyrdom, he declared he died “the
king’s good servant, but God’s first.”
Inspired by More’s example, attorney Thomas Brejcha
founded the Thomas More Society, based in Chicago. The
group takes on such cases as the defense of free-speech
rights of pro-life activists. Brejcha said: “These battles have
to be fought; otherwise, we’ll lose by default.” The group
was instrumental in defending pro-lifer video-taker David
Daleiden.
Kristan Hawkins, president of Students for Life of
America, said the Society has helped to ensure that
students can form pro-life groups on school campuses. “We
are extremely fortunate to have their help.”
The Society’s services are offered free of charge, and it
depends on donations. [“Saint-Inspired Lawyering: Thomas
More Society,” National Catholic Register, 6/12/2016]
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