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Worship Schedule:
Weekend Liturgies:
Saturday
5:00 p.m. at St. Mary
Sunday
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. at St. Mary
Holy Days of Obligation
Refer to Bulletin
Weekday Liturgy:
Wednesday
9:00 a.m. at St. Mary
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pastor@stfrancis-stmary.org
Pastoral Staff:
Faye H. Williams
Business Manager
fwilliams@stfrancis-stmary.org
Ed Haynes
Faith Formation Director
ehaynes@stfrancis-stmary.org

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mission Statement
We are a welcoming Catholic family with cherished traditions, empowered to serve God,
the community, and others by sharing our faith through stewardship and evangelization.

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to our parish community. You are cordially invited to worship
with us and to consider participating fully in the life of our parish by registering as a member.
Come to or call the parish office for additional information or obtain a registration form at
the exits of the church.
BULLETIN ARTICLES: Deadline for submission of articles and announcements for printing
in our bulletin is noon Monday prior to the weekend of publication. All articles must be
sent to the parish office or to office@stfrancis-stmary.org.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays 45 minutes prior to the 5 pm Mass at St. Mary
and on the 2nd and 4th Sundays after the 8:00 am Mass at St. Mary's, or by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Parents must be registered parishioners of St. Francis-St. Mary prior
to the Baptismal Date, and have attended a Baptismal Preparation Class within the past four
years. Godparents must submit letters from their registered parish indicating that they meet
the Canonical requirements for this role. Baptism Preparation classes are held at St. Mary’s
monthly. Baptism date will not be scheduled until after completion of Baptism Preparation
Class and receipt of sponsor letters.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: This sacrament is intended for those who are ill or infirm.
Parishioners planning to enter the hospital are encouraged to receive this sacrament prior to
admission. Please notify the Parish Office when a parishioner is in the hospital. If someone
is unable to attend Church and wishes to receive the Eucharist at home, please notify the
parish office.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS): Any adult who is interested in learning
more about our Catholic faith and becoming fully initiated into the Catholic Church is invited
to become part of this spiritual formation program. Contact the Parish Office for assistance.

Assigned Clergy:
Father George A. Limmer
Deacon Wayne Matthews
wmatthews@stfrancis-stmary.org

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: By Archdiocesan mandatory regulation, arrangements for
marriage preparation and a wedding date must be made at least 6 months in advance of
anticipated wedding date. No wedding date can be set until after the couple’s first meeting
with the pastoral leader. Please contact the parish office for assistance.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please notify the parish office in advance of relocating or moving
from the parish.

www.stfrancis-stmary.org

WELCOME to the PARISH of ST. FRANCIS – ST. MARY
“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved and forgiven.”
Pope Francis

I should like you to be free of anxieties.
1 Cor. 7:32

My Dear Friends in Christ,
Every time I come across this passage (the former translation was even more emphatic “Have no anxiety at
all.”) I am tempted to laugh. Is it really possible to be ‘free of anxieties’? Then I get anxious about it - thinking that I
should be able to let go of anxieties and stop holding on to worries. Sounds funny when I write it out but it speaks of
the paradox of my relationship with Jesus Christ. I want to be free of worry. I want to hand things over to God,
especially the challenges, those things that keep me up at night. I know intellectually that God can do all things and
that God has worked miracles, not just in the past but in my life as well. Sometimes I’m able to hand over the
anxieties but even then, it’s never very long before I take it all back. No one worries about things as well as I do
(except possibly my mother - who turned worrying into an art form!).
This paradox, these questions, along with my all too meager trust in God, are just part of the reason why I am
so grateful to Ron Huntley for coming and sharing the mission with us. Ron’s insights and openness gave me great
understanding into my relationship with Jesus and assisted me to encounter Christ and to follow Him along the
journey. His message was simple, clear and focused on Jesus Christ. A great reminder for me of what (or should I say
WHO) is MOST IMPORTANT and an aid to keeping Him in that top spot. A great deal of grace and blessing are
flowing from the mission as we start new initiatives in prayer, community, discipleship and service. Stay tuned.
Our Gospel makes clear not only that Jesus wants to heal us but that He has the power to do so. He reaches out
with tenderness, calls out demons and heals with power. All of this is the “authority” He teaches with and is borne of
the love God has for us. For Jesus, “authority” is not brute force, intimidation, or manipulation. It is love, it is service.
Isn’t it just a little bit easier to trust in a God who is willing to serve us? The challenge comes in our letting go, in
letting Jesus draw from me the evil spirits of selfishness, fear, confusion and lack of trust. He can and He will – that is
if I remain close, if I focus on Him, if I allow Him to work in me. A lot of “ifs” but ours is a patient God. So, yes, it’s
possible to be free of anxieties but it’s also okay to say that I’m not there yet. Let us pray for one another that we
might draw closer to Jesus, be patient with ourselves, and allow Jesus to work within us.
Peace,

MASS INTENTIONS
01/27/18
01/28/18

– 5:00 pm
– 10:00 am

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
February 3rd & 4th, 2018
Saturday
Sunday
5:00PM
8:00AM

Special Intentions
Carol Keegan-McKinney 

UPCOMING SCRIPTURE READINGS
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Job 7:1-4, 6-7
Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
Mark 1:29-39

CALENDAR REMINDERS
Monday, January 29
9:00am – Net Retreat-Middle Schoolers, HFCC
2:00pm – Tubing-Middle Schoolers, Ski Liberty
Tuesday, January 30
7:00pm – Choir Rehearsal, Church
7:00pm – Family Sacramental Prep, HFCC
Wednesday, January 31
9:00am – Mass, Church
9:30am – Adult Bible Study, SMH
Thursday, February 1
1:30pm – Over 55 Group, HFCC

CATHOLICS IN ANNAPOLIS
Please join Maryland’s bishops and hundreds of fellow
Catholics for the Maryland Catholic Conference’s 34th
annual Catholics in Annapolis on Thursday, February 22.
Catholics in Annapolis provides parishioners the
opportunity to speak in person with elected officials about
issues important to our faith, such as caring for the poor,
supporting low-income students in Catholic schools, and
physician-assisted suicide. It is one of the best attended
advocacy events in Annapolis, and the format, which includes
an evening reception with legislators, allows everyone to
gather in one place and convey the strong engagement of
Catholics in matters of public policy.
After the briefings at St. John Neumann from 3-4:30pm
and meetings with your legislators at 5-6:30pm, join members
of the General Assembly, the Maryland bishops, and other
church leaders at 6:30-8pm for a reception in the Miller
Senate Office Building. Participants are welcome to attend
the reception even if they can’t participate in the briefing or
legislator meetings earlier in the day.
The event is free, but registration is required. Visit
www.mdcatholic.org/lobbynight or call the Maryland
Catholic Conference a 410-269-1155 or 301-261-1979 to
register or for more information.
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If you are unable to fulfill your ministry obligation
please remember to get a substitute and call or email the
office with the change. If it is your time to serve, please
arrive timely to avoid last minute substitutions.
Remember: Altar Servers, Lectors, Cantors, Ushers, and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are to check
in with the Sacristan when they arrive for Mass. Thank
you to all who do this, it is very helpful.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Sunday, February 4, 2018 for one hour
after the 10am Mass. Thousands of
people in the United States and around the
world view Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament as a beautiful way to increase
their prayer lives. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is also a wonderful way to spend
a small amount of time with Jesus on a
personal basis at Church and a chance to deepen your
relationship with God.

ALTAR FLOWERS
The schedule is open for 2018 altar
flowers. Would you like to honor the
memory of a loved one or celebrate a
special day? The cost for the altar flowers
is $50.00. Call the parish office to reserve
a weekend.

VOCATION CHALICE
Consider committing one week of praying for vocations.
Please call the parish office to select a weekend. The family
will pray around the chalice daily for vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. A book of prayers for vocations
will accompany the chalice. Both book and Chalice are to be
brought back to any of the Masses on the following weekend.
Give the Chalice and the book of prayers to the Sacristan.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL NEWS

CATHOLIC SCHOOL TUITION ASSISTANCE

St. John’s Regional Catholic School
WELCOME GRANTS 2018-2019 School Year—Catholic
students currently enrolled in public school, who wish to
transfer to SJRCS, are eligible to receive a tuition grant for
$2,000 off the first year’s tuition and $1,000 off the second
year’s tuition. A limited number of grants are available from
Nov 1 until March 30., grades 2 –6 only. Contact Karen
O’Boyle at koboyle@sjrcs.org for more information.

The Frederick County Parish Tuition Assistance Fund has
been established by eight parishes in southern Frederick
County to aid families who wish their children to receive a
faith-based elementary or high school education in a Catholic
school. A distribution committee (composed of
representatives of each participating parish) determine the
awards on the basis of financial need. The distribution
committee uses the FACTS Grant & Aid Assessment to
conduct financial need evaluations. Families should apply
through FACTS, making sure to indicate the school your
child will attend, and the parish in which you are registered.
We are grateful to the many parishioners in southern
Frederick County who make an offering for Catholic School
Education to support this fund and assist families desiring a
faith-based education for their children. Go to
online.factsmgt.com to set up your account or login. There is
a $28 processing fee for this service. The deadline to file is 31
March 2018. If you have questions, call 866-315-9262. You
may also direct questions to our Director of Parish
Operations, Terry Kirby (301-473-4800).

Catholic Schools Week Open House: January 31st, from
9a.m. to 11a.m. Prospective parents are invited to visit our
2017 Blue Ribbon School of Excellence and tour the Pre-K
through 8th grade classrooms. Come and see first-hand why
our 2-time National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence and
S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)
school offers the best Catholic school education in the area.
Please take a moment to visit our website at www.sjrcs.org to
learn about our outstanding academic programs and state-ofthe-art facility, our students' accomplishments, and the Christcentered atmosphere on campus. You will see why we are
proud to celebrate over 185 years of academic excellence in
Frederick County. Tuition discounts apply for parishioners.
Contact Karen O’Boyle at koboyle@sjrcs.org or call 301662-6722 for additional information. www.sjrcs.org
Mother Seton School
Open House Sunday, January 28th, at 1:00 p.m. STMA has
invited children’s author, Shawn K. Stout, to the Open House.
Stout will speak about the writing and research process for A
Tiny Piece of Sky, Bank Street Best Book of 2017, a work of
historical fiction that takes place in Maryland in 1939 and is
inspired by true events of three sisters, one restaurant, and a
(possible) German spy. At the conclusion of her talk, Ms.
Stout will answer questions and autograph her books. Parents
and children may also visit classrooms to see and experience
a variety of student Language Arts projects including a living
wax museum and poetry exhibit. Meet the teachers and
current STMA families to learn how STMA, an independent
Catholic school, may benefit your children. STMA serves
children in PreK3 – 8th grade and is located at 103 Prospect
St. Middletown. Please email info@stmamd.org or call 240490-5479 for more information.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Empowers
youth
and
unites
communities around the time of the
Big Game to help those in need. Next
weekend our Faith Formation students
will be holding their soup pots as you
leave Mass to collect your donation. All donations will
benefit the Alan P. Linton Jr. Emergency Shelter.

POOR BOX
The poor box this weekend is for Birthright of Frederick.
Birthright offers love, hope, friendship, information, practical
help and referrals for as long as a woman needs us. We
believe that there is hope for women facing unplanned
pregnancies and we ensure they are not alone.
Next weekend’s poor box donations are designated for the
Alan P. Linton Jr. Emergency Shelter, the largest year-round
shelter in Frederick County. The shelter provides a safe
refuge for adults and families with children who are homeless
in our community.

SECOND COLLECTION
ROSARY CRUSADE
Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Crusade, Saturday,
February 10, 2018, from 10:30–11:30am, at the National
Shrine Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes, The Grotto Cave,
Mount Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, MD. Come join
us in prayer and bring your family and friends! Questions?
Call Pat Oliver at 301-845-8253. Rosary Crusades are
always on the second Saturday of each month, 10:3011:30am, at the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of
Lourdes. As Blessed Mother Teresa said, “Everything
begins with prayer.”

The second collection this weekend is to support Diocesan
priests requiring special medical care in nursing homes and
assisted living facilities, as well as those priests – regardless
of age – who are convalescing following surgery, serious
injury or illness.
Mass Intentions
The Pastorate of St. Francis-St. Mary/Holy Family accepts
Mass Intentions for the faithful departed and the needs of the
living. In addition, every weekend one Mass is offered for
the parishioners of the Pastorate. Call or come by the office to
request a Mass intention or pick up a Mass Card. Requested
donation is $10.00.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for all sick and recovering parishioners,
family and friends.
Estelle Cincotta, Suzanne Clipsham, Anna Marie Coble,
Michael Coble, Andrea Dallas, Ken Dant, Pat Dant, Joan
Davis, Mike Eshbaugh, Carolyn Flook, Dede Hamer, Leslie
Hamer, Penny Hayas, Sammie Hayas, Ed Haynes, Tony
Henderson, Amy Heying, Ruth Heying, Trevor Hickman,
Bob Kiley, Joe Konzelman, Babe Marincola, Aaron Miller,
Martha Miller, Dorothy Myers, Emily Navarra, Claudia
Plafsky, Patsy Rowan, Carol Schneider, Jessica Schneider,
John Michael Schneider, Ray Schneider, Andy Smothers,
Larry Thompson, Bill Utterback, Shirley Utterback, Clara
Vranich, Charlie Walsh, Barbara Webber, Jeannine Wheeler,
Jeanne Wilhelm, Mike Winn.
Please pray for the souls of all deceased parishioners,
family and friends, especially Dorothy Proctor.

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us. Bless them
and their families for the selfless acts they
perform for us in our time of need and give
us peace. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
our Lord and Savior. Amen

POPE FRANCIS’ JANUARY INTENTIONS

ORGANIZATIONS
Knights of Columbus
Archbishop John Carroll Council meets the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30pm at
St. Mary House. For additional information
contact Grand Knight Dominic D’Ambrosi at
301-834-6031.
Follow or Like our council’s Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/KOC11715/.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Catholic Daughters Court Mary Francis
meets the 2nd Thursday of the month,
7:00pm, at St. Mary House. There will be
no meeting in February. Membership
dues ($26) are currently due and your check
made payable to Court Mary Francis may
be given to any officer. All women are
invited to join us. For more information,
please contact Regent Patti Waters, p.waters@myactv.net,
301-834-7418

St. Vincent de Paul
The primary outreach for those in need in
our pastorate area is the St. Teresa of
Calcutta Conference of St. Vincent dePaul.
They meet at St. Mary House, 4231
Catholic Church Rd., Petersville, on the 2nd
and 4th Monday of the month at 7:00PM.
If you are interested in helping them in their outreach efforts,
you are welcome to attend one of the meetings or call the
parish office. If you are in need of assistance, please call
301-834-9185, ext. 2, then press 0.

Evangelization:
Religious Minorities in Asia
That Christians, and other religious
minorities in Asian countries, may be able
to practice their faith in full freedom.

SFSM Prayer Chain: This ministry serves the immediate,
short-term needs of those in need of prayer. The name will
remain on the prayer list for two weeks. Prayers are said for
the person(s) daily by volunteers of this ministry. If more
time is needed the name should be added to the list that you
see in the weekly bulletin. To add a name to this prayer
chain call Ann McCandless at 240-367-4193.

CHILD & YOUTH PROTECTION POLICY
The Archdiocese of Baltimore changed the Compliance
Management System used by volunteers to complete the
requirements for our Child and Youth Protection Policy. The
Shield the Vulnerable website has been replaced by
VIRTUS – a system that is used by more than 90 dioceses
across the United States. All of the requirements remain the
same, only the vehicle used for the training, tracking and
screening has been changed. Our website has been updated to
reflect new instructions and new links for new users and for
those who need to redo their training and screening. If you
have any questions or encounter difficulties with the new
system, please contact Liz in the parish office,
lparrotte@hfccmd.org.

Whether you come
from across the street,
around the corner, or
from another state, we
extend
a
warm
welcome. We are
blessed that you have
chosen to worship
with us.
We pray you will register and become part of our parish
community. You may fill out a registration form at the parish
office, online, or obtain a form at the back of the Church.
All bulletin announcements must be e-mailed to
office@stfrancis-stmary.org no later than 12 noon on
Monday prior to the weekend of publication.
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Serving the Community for over 20 Years
Visa/Master Card

Jefferson Family Dentistry, Inc.
3733 Jefferson Pike, Jefferson, Maryland • 301-834-8804

“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”
SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*
*Certain Conditions Apply

Dr. Laura Kaler

301-698-2450

www.FitzwayHome.com

Dr. Rhamya Bhagavan

Now Accepting Most Dental Insurances!
Located across from Hemp’s Meats and the Pastry Shoppe

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

$25 OFF

Rely on the Knights of Columbus to help protect your family’s future.

Any Plumbing Service

A name you know.
A company you trust.
An organization you can believe in.

WSSC #70985

$35 OFF

Faucet or Toilet
Replacement

Contact me today to learn
more about our products

www.Your1Plumber.com

301-658-7607

(Not valid with any other offer or service fee)

Jonathan D. Rock
301-788-8972 • jonathan.rock@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

THIS WILL DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

“Seeking Serenity”

- a booklet for those suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
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Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Advertising Space Available
Build a long-term, friendly,
reliable, trustworthy, loyal relationship
with a great audience ...

Your Fellow Parishioners!!!
For information please call 410-578-3600 • 1-800-934-1620 • ads@fataonline.com
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