St. Francis of Assisi – St. Mary Catholic Parish
4231 Catholic Church Road • Petersville, Maryland 21758
Mailing Address: P O Box 9 • Brunswick, Maryland 21716
Phone 301.834.9185 •
Parish Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm;
Appointments available after hours.
Email: office@stfrancis-stmary.org

December 3, 2017
, , 2016
Worship Schedule:
Weekend Liturgies:
Saturday
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First Sunday of Advent
Mission Statement
We are a welcoming Catholic family with cherished traditions, empowered to serve
God, the community, and others by sharing our faith through stewardship and
evangelization.

NEW PARISHIONERS: Welcome to our parish community. You are cordially invited to
worship with us and to consider participating fully in the life of our parish by registering as
a member. Come to or call the parish office for additional information or obtain a
registration form at the exits of the church.
BULLETIN ARTICLES: Deadline for submission of articles and announcements for printing
in our bulletin is noon Monday prior to the weekend of publication. All articles must be
sent to the parish office or to office@stfrancis-stmary.org.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturdays 45 minutes prior to the 5 pm Mass at St. Mary
and on the 2nd and 4th Sundays after the 8:00 am Mass at St. Mary's, or by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Parents must be registered parishioners of St. Francis-St. Mary
prior to the Baptismal Date, and have attended a Baptismal Preparation Class within the past
four years. Godparents must submit letters from their registered parish indicating that they
meet the Canonical requirements for this role. Baptism Preparation classes are held at St.
Mary’s monthly. Baptism date will not be scheduled until after completion of Baptism
Preparation Class and receipt of sponsor letters.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: This sacrament is intended for those who are ill or infirm.
Parishioners planning to enter the hospital are encouraged to receive this sacrament prior
to admission. Please notify the Parish Office when a parishioner is in the hospital. If
someone is unable to attend Church and wishes to receive the Eucharist at home, please
notify the parish office.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS): Any adult who is interested in learning
more about our Catholic faith and becoming fully initiated into the Catholic Church is
invited to become part of this spiritual formation program. Contact the Parish Office for
assistance.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: By Archdiocesan mandatory regulation, arrangements for
marriage preparation and a wedding date must be made at least 6 months in advance of
anticipated wedding date. No wedding date can be set until after the couple’s first
meeting with the pastoral leader. Please contact the parish office for assistance.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please notify the parish office in advance of relocating or moving
from the parish.

www.stfrancis-stmary.org

WELCOME to the PARISH of ST. FRANCIS – ST. MARY
“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved and forgiven.”
Pope Francis

Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.
Mark 13:33

My Dear Friends in Christ,
Hard to believe that we are at the First Sunday of Advent already!! Our readings and, indeed, this whole season reminds
to step up our preparations not just for Christmas but for Christ who comes to us. While the decorating, buying gifts, baking,
making cookies and celebrations are important, there is something more fundamental and urgent. As Jesus references in the
Gospel today, the Lord (who we know to be Christ Himself) is coming. It’s a reference to the end of time and the final judgment
(when God comes in majesty). And we know well the Christmas story of the birth of Jesus when the omnipotent, omniscient God
emptied Himself to take on our human form (when God came in history). All of this speaks of God’s great love for us.
But what about now? Prepare your heart for Jesus Christ who comes to us now (in mystery). Advent is not Lent. Here the
focus is on getting your heart ready to receive Jesus. This is, for many, the busiest time of the year both at work and at home. Make
these next 25 days fertile ground that God may plant in your life right now the love of Christ. Allow that love to take root and
grow helping you transform your corner of the world even in these hectic days. You’ll need time and energy to put your own will
and calendar aside, to fight routine habits, all so that you can make space for the Lord who comes.
And in that space, find time to pray for those who you want to share your faith with, to share the love of Jesus Christ.
Remember, praying for someone is the best foundation for being invitational. Trust and hope in the Lord that He along with the
Holy Spirit can do anything even allow you an opportunity to invite and share your faith. It is not easy to remember, recognize,
and prepare for Christ but Advent, done properly, helps you to welcome Him whenever and however He comes.
One of the things I find helpful at Advent is my annual rereading The Coming of God by Sister Maria Boulding, a
Benedictine nun. This book (reprinted and available on Amazon.com) was written over 20 years ago and given to me by a
spiritual director when I was having a particularly difficult time. This book uses scripture, poetry, nature and history to break open
our encounter with the living God. God is constantly coming to us and this book helps me to appreciate how and where and when
and why. We need simply to be open to God who will take the initiative if we allow Him. This is especially true when we are
broken and afraid.
Know of my increased prayers for you and your families during this season. For most, these are exciting, joyful days,
even if somewhat more hectic. For some, though, they can be stressful, difficult and oppressive. Please join me in prayers for those
who are struggling, for those who will spend Christmas apart from those they love due either to death or differences or distance.
Along with these, I pray that each of us may come to know ever more joyfully and profoundly the love God has for us in Jesus
Christ. Please give me a place in your prayers as well.
A blessed Advent,

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for all sick and recovering parishioners,
family and friends.
Ashley Cates, Estelle Cincotta, Anna Marie Coble, Michael
Coble, Andrea Dallas, Ken Dant, Pat Dant, Joan Davis, Mike
Eshbaugh, Carolyn Flook, Penny Hayas, Sammie Hayas,
Lisa Haynes, Tony Henderson, Amy Heying, Ruth Heying,
Trevor Hickman, Bob Kiley, Joe Konzelman, Babe
Marincola, Steve McCaffrey, Aaron Miller, Martha Miller,
Dorothy Myers, Emily Navarra, Claudia Plafsky, Patsy
Rowan, Carol Schneider, Jessica Schneider, John Michael
Schneider, Ray Schneider, Kay Tewell, Corrinne Thomas,
Larry Thompson, Bill Utterback, Shirley Utterback, Clara
Vranich, Charlie Walsh, Barbara Webber, Jeannine Wheeler,
Jeanne Wilhelm, Mike Winn.
Please pray for the souls of all deceased parishioners,
family and friends.

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY
Lord, hold our troops in your
loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us. Bless them and
their families for the selfless acts
they perform for us in our time of
need and give us peace. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, our
Lord and Savior. Amen

POPE FRANCIS’ DECEMBER INTENTIONS

ORGANIZATIONS
Knights of Columbus
Archbishop John Carroll Council meets the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30pm at
St. Mary House. For additional information
contact Grand Knight Dominic D’Ambrosi at
301-834-6031.
Follow or Like our council’s Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/KOC11715/.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Catholic Daughters Court Mary Francis
meets the 2nd Thursday of the month,
7:00pm, at St. Mary House. All women are
invited to join us. For more information,
please contact Regent Patti Waters,
p.waters@myactv.net, 301-834-7418
Court Mary Francis does not have a business meeting in
December. Instead, we will have our Christmas luncheon
on Saturday, December 9th, 11:30, at Dutch's Daughter
restaurant. We will order individually from the menu. All
women of the pastorate are invited to join us. Please RSVP
by December 3rd to Patti Waters, 301-834-7418,
p.waters@myactv.net.

St. Vincent de Paul
The St. Teresa of Calcutta Conference has
formed to assist those in need in our own
local part of Frederick County.
See
Deacon Wayne, Deacon George or Bob
Quin if you would like to be a part of this
conference.

The Elderly.
That the elderly, sustained by families
and Christian communities, may apply
their wisdom and experience to
spreading the faith and forming the
new generations.

ROSARY CRUSADE
Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Crusade, Sat., Dec. 9,
2017, from 10:30–11:30am, at the Natl. Shrine Grotto of
our Lady of Lourdes, The Grotto Cave, Mount Mary’s
Univ., Emmitsburg, MD. Come join us in prayer and
bring your family and friends! Questions? Call Pat
Oliver at 301-845-8253. Rosary Crusades are always on
the second Saturday of each month, 10:30-11:30am, at
the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes. As
Blessed Mother Teresa said, “Everything begins with
prayer.”

St. Teresa of Calcutta Conference meets the 2nd and 4th
Monday of each month at 7:00pm at St. Mary House. For
additional information contact Bob Quin at 301-834-8642.

Whether you come
from across the street,
around the corner, or
from another state, we
extend
a
warm
welcome. We are
blessed that you have
chosen to worship with
us.
We pray you will register and become part of our parish
community. You may fill out a registration form at the parish
office, online, or obtain a form at the back of the Church.
All bulletin announcements must be e-mailed to
office@stfrancis-stmary.org no later than 12 noon on
Monday prior to the weekend of publication.
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Serving the Community for over 20 Years
Visa/Master Card

Jefferson Family Dentistry, Inc.
3733 Jefferson Pike, Jefferson, Maryland • 301-834-8804

“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”
SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*
*Certain Conditions Apply

Dr. Laura Kaler

301-698-2450

www.FitzwayHome.com

Dr. Rhamya Bhagavan

Now Accepting Most Dental Insurances!
Located across from Hemp’s Meats and the Pastry Shoppe

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

$25 OFF

Rely on the Knights of Columbus to help protect your family’s future.

Any Plumbing Service

A name you know.
A company you trust.
An organization you can believe in.

WSSC #70985

$35 OFF

Faucet or Toilet
Replacement

Contact me today to learn
more about our products

www.Your1Plumber.com

301-658-7607

(Not valid with any other offer or service fee)

Jonathan D. Rock
301-788-8972 • jonathan.rock@kofc.org
LIFE INSURANCE DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

THIS WILL DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

“Seeking Serenity”

- a booklet for those suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
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Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Advertising Space Available
Build a long-term, friendly,
reliable, trustworthy, loyal relationship
with a great audience ...

Your Fellow Parishioners!!!
For information please call 410-578-3600 • 1-800-934-1620 • ads@fataonline.com
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