CO - CATHEDRAL OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BALTIMORE

HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:
7:30am (in Chapel) & 12:10pm
Saturday: 5:30pm (Vigil for Sunday)
Sunday: 8:00am (Music), 10:45am
(Choir), and 4:30pm (Music)
CONFESSIONS
Monday-Friday: 11:30am - 12:00 pm
Saturday: 4:45pm - 5:15pm
Sunday: 3:45pm - 4:15pm
www.baltimorebasilica.org
/baltimorebasilica

PARISH OFFICE 320 Cathedral St. , Baltimore, MD 21201 410-727-3565 x 220 Office Hours: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
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R ECTOR ’ S C OMMENTARY

BY

Dear Friends,

ly for an hour of Adoration.
Please pass this
information on to other
parishes and people. Invite
people to come pray! This is
what we called to do as
missionary disciples. If you
know someone is struggling
with the faith, invite them
to come pray for an hour
(and come with them!) If
you know someone is
struggling in their marriage,
invite them to our Special
Mass for the family on
Tuesday at 7pm. If you
know someone has a lot to
be thankful for, invite them
to come give thanks to Our
Lord!

The week of October
7-13 is a very important
week for us at the
Basilica. Our doors will be
open 24/7 so that all of
Baltimore can come
together to pray for peace
in front of the Blessed
Sacrament. 100 years ago at
Fatima, the Blessed Mother
said if enough people pray
the rosary, repent of their
sins and live holy lives the
world will change. Wars
will end. Marriages will
strengthen. And peace will
reign.
For an entire week, we
will be the center of peace
and prayer for Baltimore.
But in order for this to
work, I NEED your help.
We have MANY hours of
adoration still open. If you
have not already signed up
to come and pray for an
hour, please do so. We
need the most help on
Tuesday (Oct. 10) and
Thursday (Oct. 12). We
also have many hours to fill
on Sunday (Oct. 8).
There are two ways
you can sign up for
Adoration:
1.There is a binder on
the table in the back of
the Basilica with sign-up
sheets for each day. You
can simply write your
name and email address
in the hour most convenient for you.
2. Or you can go to
http://
bit.ly/2wPXMLB
and sign up electronical-

F R . J AMES B ORIC , R ECTOR

I am asking that all
Basilica parishioners
attend the Opening and
Closing Masses for the
Rosary Congress. The
Opening Mass will be at
5:30PM on Oct. 7.
Archbishop Lori will be the
celebrant. And the closing
mass will be at 7PM on
Oct. 13. Bishop Madden
will be the celebrant. Please
also invite people to attend
these masses. We need to
support our bishops when
they are generous enough to
offer Mass for us! What an
amazing privilege it is to
have them!
Finally, I just want to ask
you to pray for Bob Reier
who is our Operations
Manager here at the
Basilica. Bob will receive
the ministry of acolyte on
Oct. 6 by Archbishop Lori.
This ministry will allow him

to not only assist at Mass,
but also to repose the
Blessed Sacrament after
Adoration, be an
extraordinary minister of
Holy Communion at Mass
and assist me and the other
priests in important and
various ways. Bob is a good
and faithful man. He helps
me tremendously in my
work. I am thrilled that he
will receive the ministry of
acolyte.

B ASILICA S TAFF
Most Reverend William E. Lori
Archbishop of Baltimore
Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien
Archbishop Emeritus of Baltimore
Reverend James Boric
Rector
jboric@archbalt.org
410-727-3564 x221
Deacon Robert Shephard
robert.shephard@baltimorebasilica.org

God Bless,

Deacon Sean Keller
sean.keller@baltimorebasilica.org
Reverend William Graham, OFM Cap
Reverend Gilbert Seitz
Assisting Clergy

A NNOUNCEMENTS


RCIA: Continues this
Sunday at 6pm at
320 Cathedral Street



Guided tours of the Basilica
are available today (Sunday)
following the 10:45am Mass



2nd Collection next
weekend: Music Ministry



Poor Box next weekend:
Our Daily Bread



Please sign up for Adoration
either at the back of the
church or online via the
Basilica website to support
the Rosary Congress

Thomas Hochla
Director of Music
thomas.hochla@baltimorebasilica.org
410-727-3564 x 217
Mr. Mark Marozza
Sacristan
mark.marozza@baltimorebasilica.org
410-727-3564 x215
Ms. Maura Belton
Parish Secretary
maura.belton@baltimorebasilica.org

G IFTS

TO THE
B ALTIMORE B ASILICA
The Basilica of the Assumption Historic
Trust, Inc. continues to rely on the
generosity of our parishioners and
visitors. If you have specific questions,
please contact Robert J Brown, Director of Development, Basilica Trust, at
410-727-3564 x222
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G OSPEL C OMMENTARY BY J EFFREY SJ A LLAN
Gospel, Matthew 21:28-32
“What is your opinion?” is a dangerous question when it comes to
revealed truth. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church teaches that
we must humbly cleanse our
hearts of certain false images
drawn from this world (cf. CCC
2779). God the Son revealed to
us God the Father when He taught
us how to pray. God the Father
revealed Jesus as His Son at His
baptism by John, and at the Transfiguration. It was also at Christ’s
baptism that God the Holy Spirit
appeared in the form of a dove.
According to “Status of Global
Mission, 2008” there are about
39,000 Christian denominations.
This hardly seeks to comply with
Christ’s prayer: “Holy Father,
keep them in Your Name whom
You have given Me: that they may
be one, as We also are” (John
17:11).
The United States Catholic Bishops as well as other members of
the clergy have stood up to defend
and clarify Church teaching because of the erroneous interpretations of it that have come forth
from some of our politicians and
the secular media. In the parable
that Jesus presents to us in this
Gospel, the first son tells his father that he will not work in the
vineyard but later changes his
mind and ends up laboring in the
vineyard. In our own faith, many
might humorously refer to this as
good, old fashioned Catholic guilt.
The other son, however, agrees to
work in the vineyard but doesn’t
show up. He verbally indicated it
was a worthy task but had second
thoughts. Again, using our own
faith, this appears to be what is
commonly known as cafeteria
Catholicism - picking and choosing what is worthy of being believed or not believed about the
faith.
You may recall in the Gospel
three weeks ago, that Jesus identified the Church as the final authority, having the power to bind
and loose. This is revealed truth.
It’s right there in the pages of
Scripture. Cafeteria Catholicism
is caused by what the Catechism

defines as false images drawn from
this world. It’s no secret that
within the Church there are ordained members whose behavior
has been considerably less than
Christ-like; and unfortunately,
this also includes some of the
hierarchy. It’s easy, then, for a
rational human being to hypothesize that if morally ignoble activity
is occurring within the Church,
then what Christ said about the
Church must not be true or what
He said was badly translated. And
if what He said isn’t true or misunderstood then the question that
naturally follows is: What else
isn’t true? And then one starts to
develop his/her own ideas about
what is true and what is false and
suddenly another among the faithful becomes a cafeteria Catholic.
This is dangerous and conforms to
the explanation of moral relativism by Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI. Picking and choosing what is
worthy of belief is a blueprint for
moral relativism - becoming one’s
own god or pope.
What appears to be a somewhat
unpracticed teaching among the
members of the Church today is
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Strangely enough, statistically
there are Catholics who no longer
believe in the Real Presence.
What are those false images drawn
from this world that are punching
holes into the faith of God’s people? There are many answers but
certainly at the top of the list is
rampant secularism, corruption
within the Church, desensitization
to immorality, and even natural
disasters can lead to questioning
God’s love for us. This is a trap
that is fallen into when one allows
the world to dictate his/her faith
or lack of it. These examples and
more lead to a question that has
no absolute discernable answer:
How could a loving God allow
these things to happen?
Getting back to revealed truth,
Sacred Scripture has words pertinent to this topic worthy of further reflection: “Woe to the world
because of scandals. For it is
necessary
that
scandals
come” (Matthew 18:7). “You will

hear of wars and reports of wars;
see that you are not alarmed, for
these things must happen. Nation
will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; there will
be famines and earthquakes from
place to place” (Matthew 24:6-7).
“Many will be led into sin; they
will betray and hate one another.
Many false prophets will arise and
deceive many; and because of the
increase of evil doing, the love of
many will grow cold. But the one
who perseveres to the end will be
saved”
(Matthew
24:10-13).
“Beloved, do not be surprised that
a trial by fire is occurring among
you, as if something strange were
happening to you. But rejoice to
the extent that you share in the
sufferings of Christ” (1 Peter
4:12:13). “Be sober and vigilant.
Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour” (1
Peter 5:8).
These are only some examples;
there are plenty more. But after
reflecting on what Scripture reveals, feelings of God abandoning
us or not existing at all because of
the condition of the world should
be lessened as well as doubts
about what the Church teaches.
Outside of Scripture, the Catechism and the writings of the
Fathers expound abundantly on
the teachings of the Church, much
of which can be accessed from the
internet. Some of the hard sayings
from Jesus Himself as well as from
others under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit may not be easy to
accept, but they are, nevertheless,
the truth. As we live and work
together in these trying times,
comfort can be found in the fact
that God is true to what He has
revealed; and His Truth is eternal.
And faithfulness to Him promises
everlasting joy and peace.
Nothing is greater than love, for
God is Love. But when love is
exposed to a broken people and a
fallen world, love can often be an
excruciating ordeal as we all have
experienced by such occurrences
as the death of loved ones, physical health scares either personal or
when loved ones are afflicted, and

other personal or relational tragedies.
But Love Himself became Man and
made Himself vulnerable to a fallen
world by becoming a visible Icon on a
Cross graphically exhibiting the encounter between Love and brokenness. But Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI reminded us during his apostolic
journey to Lourdes, France of what
the Cross represents: “Il nous dit que,
dans le monde, il y a un amour plus fort
que la mort, plus fort que nos faiblesses et
nos péchés” – “It tells us that there is a
love in this world that is stronger than
death, stronger than our weaknesses
and sins” (Messe De La Fête de l'Exaltation de la Sainte Croix - Dimanche 14
Septembre 2008). Thus, it is our
Savior’s love that can
lift us up and give us
peace during the
grieving processes that
are necessary when
trying to pick up the
pieces of brokenness.
SancteBruno1006@gmail.com

P OOR B OX

Your contributions this weekend will be donated to support the
ministry at Our Daily Bread.
Sponsored by Catholic Charities,
Our Daily Bread provides meals
and support to the poor in our city
every day. Thank you!

F OOD D ONATIONS
The Basilica parish collects weekly
donations of non-perishable
food items in the baskets, located at
the back of the church. These are then
packed and delivered by the Basilica K
of C Council to Assisi House in
Fells Point. Assisi House uses your kind
donations to restock their very busy
Food Pantry that provides an essential
service to the local community around
St. Patrick’s Church.
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S PEAKER S ERIES

RCIA

“Great Events Of U.S.
Catholic History in
the Baltimore
Basilica”

Contact the Parish Office at
410-727-3564 x220 or Fr
James 410-727-3564 x221.

The 2nd presentation in the Basilica
2017-2018 Speaker Series will be a
presentation by noted author, church
historian and EWTN host,
Reverend Charles Connor. The
Presentation
will take
place at the
Baltimore
Basilica on
December 7th at 7:30pm. Admission
is free, but a good will offering is
encouraged and appreciated.

V OCATIONS

RCIA meets every Sunday at
6pm at the Catholic
Center 320 Cathedral St.

Consult the Basilica website
(www.baltimorebasilica.org) or
contact the parish office for more
information at 410-727-3564 x220

A NNOINTING THE S ICK
H OLY H OUR +

The Holy Hours with The Lord
takes place the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of every month
beginning at 7:30pm in the
Our Lady Seat of Wisdom
chapel in the Basilica undercroft. For information contact
the Deacon: sean.keller@
baltimorebasilica.org

www.bmorevocations.org
B'M ORE V OCATIONS |
H EAR G OD ' S C ALL !

S ACRAMENTS OF B APTISM
OR M ATRIMONY

K

OF

C

The Baltimore Basilica Council
is actively involved in both the
Basilica Parish and the local
community in providing support and fundraising activities
that are the hallmark of a well
respected fraternal organization. If you are interested in
becoming a member of the
Knights of Columbus, and
helping to serve not only the
Basilica family, but our local
community, please contact
PGK Jim Goldbeck:
jag24b4212@yahoo.com.

H OME C ALLS FOR H OLY
C OMMUNION
In case of serious illness, or
advanced age, please contact the
Rector

T OURS

Guided tours of the
Cathedral / Basilica
Monday thru Friday at 9AM,
11AM & 1PM Saturdays: Walk
ups or if a groups, PLEASE CALL
AHEAD Sundays: 12:00PM
[Following 10:45am Mass]

G IFT S HOP

Saturday 9:30am - 5:30pm
Sunday 8:30am - 4:30pm
D EVOTIONS
Mother of Perpetual Help Novena
4:30pm Saturdays
Undercroft Chapel

Free parking for Mass attendees
is available in the Franklin St
Garage, 15 W Franklin St.,
Sunday mornings only,
from 7:30am until Noon.

F INANCIAL S TATS
Offertory Envelopes
Offertory Loose
Weddings
Music Ministry
Maintenance
Votive Lights
Poor Box
Mass Intentions

$ 1652.00
$ 1976.85
$ 2500.00
$ 125.00
$ 819.50
$ 571.83
$ 691.31
$
90.00

Total Parish Income:

$ 8426.69

Trust Box:
Tours
Good Will Donation
Restoration envelopes

$ 1104.00
$
48.00
$ 1016.09
$
0.00

Total Trust Income:

$ 2168.09

M ASS I NTENTIONS

Sunday, October 1st
8:00am - Sheila Fahey Ashton
10:45am - Nicholas Van Allen
4:30pm - Carol O’Connell
Monday, October 2nd
7:30am - Elizabeth Ann Henry
12:10pm - Basilica Parishioners
Tuesday, October 3rd
7:30am - J.P. Clancy (L)
12:10pm - Vocations in the
Archdiocese of Baltimore
Wednesday, October 4th
7:30am - Cookie Green (L)
12:10pm - For a strengthening
of marriage and family in
Baltimore
Thursday, October 5th
7:30am - Michael B Taylor Sr
12:10pm - Beda A Tirol
Friday, October 6th
7:30am - For the Conversion &
Eternal Salvation of the Dying
12:10pm - Patrick & Leia
Wrenn
Saturday, October 7th
5:30pm - Ted Polinsky Jr

ROSARY CONGRESS
AT THE BASILICA
October 7-13

100th Anniversary of Fatima

OCT 7 | 5:30 PM
Main Basilica Church

OCT 9 | 7:00 PM
Main Basilica Church

OCT 10 | 7:00 PM
Main Basilica Church

OCT 11 | 7:00 PM
Main Basilica Church

OCT 12 | 7:00 PM
Main Basilica Church

OCT 13 | 7:00 PM
Main Basilica Church

FROM

OCT 7 | 7:00 PM
TO

OCT 13 | 7:00 PM
Chapel downstairs

Opening Mass
Celebrated by Archbishop Lori

Mass for Children
Celebrated by Fr. Ray Harris

Confessions

Special Mass for the Family
Celebrated by Fr. John Rapisarda

Talk on the Fatima Story
by Father Andrew Defusco

Confessions
Talk on the Power of the Rosary
by Sister Joan of Arc, O.P.

Confessions

Closing Mass
Celebrated by Bishop Madden

24/7 Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary every hour, praying for Peace
Please sign-up for hours of Adoration:

http://bit.ly/2wPXMLB or

BASILICA OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

409 Cathedral Street | Baltimore, MD, 21201

- BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY THANK OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS -

WELLS DISCOUNT
LIQUORS

MITCHELL- PAUL E. DRAPER
Attorney-at-Law
WIEDEFELD
Funeral Home, Inc.

estate and trust administration
estate planning

6500 York Road

201 N. Charles St., Suite 708
Baltimore, MD 410-347-5632

410-377-8300

Dial A
Downtown
Doctor
1-800-M.D.-MERCY
Mercy Medical Center

Grow Your
Business Here!
This Space
Available

Lord Baltimore
Florist Est. 1930
Arrangements, Weddings
for Any Occasion & More
Mention This Ad to Receive a Special Discount

355 N. Calvert Street

410-539-2782

6310 York Rd., Baltimore, MD 21212

410-435-2700
BALTIMORE CITY DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Compensation and parking vouchers are given

SPACE
AVAILABLE

If interested
please call
us at

Gary L. Kaufman Funeral Home
at Meadowridge Memorial Park, Inc.
7250 Washington Blvd. Elkridge, MD

410-796-8024

Award Winning
Cucina Regional
Italiano
ristorante italiano

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE
Rely on the Knights of Columbus to
protect your family’s future.

of Little Italy

• Export Catering
• Special Events Room

Thomas A. Strassner, FICF

410-258-0308 • thomas.strassner@kofc.org

410-783-9209

LIFE INSURANCE DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Loudon Park
410-644-1900

410-578-3600

Jim Bush
Plumbing

HIT HOME(S)!

If interested in this space please call us at

410-578-3600

All Types of
Jobs
Send your file for a quote to
printing@fataonline.com

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!

Don’t Advertise Weakly

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY

This Space Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Fr. Joe Breighner's book an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

410-644-1399

ST. JUDE SHRINE
NATIONWIDE CENTER OF ST. JUDE DEVOTIONS
St. Jude Shrine, conveniently located
at Paca and Saratoga Streets in
Downtown Baltimore

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:30 pm

Sunday Masses: 8 am, 9 am, 11:30 am
Perpetual Novena Services: Every Wednesday:
7:45 am, 12 noon, 5:45 pm, 7:45 pm
Sunday Perpetual Novena: Services after the
9 am, 11:30 am Masses
•Gift Shop
ST. JUDE SHRINE
•Pilgrimages Welcome
Paca and Saratoga Streets • 410-685-6026
•Handicapped Accessible

The bulletin is
available online…

"For the Love of Stray Cats"

“Seeking
Serenity”

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

Fast Turn Around

1012 Eastern Ave.
www.lascaladining.com

#2097

OUR

LOUDON PARK FUNERAL HOME • LOUDON PARK CEMETERY, INC.

3620 Wilkens Ave., Baltimore, Md 21229

Wednesday Sr. Citizens Day

Visit parish website to view…
Sign up to receive the bulletin electronically each week
MARYLAND

SCENIC BYWAY

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Leonard J.

5305-09 HARFORD ROAD • BALTIMORE, MD. 21214

PHONE: 410-426-1517
www.RuckFuneralHomes.com
For ad information, call Tim Maher or Phil Maher at 410-578-3600 or write P.O. Box 13103, Baltimore, MD 21203 - © 2017

