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his Sunday's readings from Sacred Scripture reinforce
the simple idea that our prayer to God has real

power. While the need for persistence and perseverance in

prayer is undeniable, we are reminded this week that our
prayer has power not because we ask, but because God
listens.

Spend some time before, during, and after Mass

reflecting on the simple notion that the God of the universe(s)
hears and listens to your prayers.
God not only listens, but is actually moved and influenced by
the cries of His creatures. We need only approach the Lord
with the humility and dependency of a child. In the Book of
Sirach, we hear, “The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; it
does not rest till it reaches its goal, nor will it withdraw till the
Most High responds…” It almost sounds as if our prayers, the
prayers of mortals, actually prick the Most High God and prod
Him into responding to us. This imagery of piercing might
remind us that the reason our prayers are efficacious have more to do with God, than us. Our God, the God of Jesus Christ,
was literally “pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities…by his wounds, we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).
If the imagery of Sirach leaves any doubt, our Lord’s Incarnation and Passion should reassure us that God “has skin in the
game” of our lives. When we hurt, so does He. This is why David, in this week’s Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 34), can assert
with confidence and trust, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.” At those
times in our lives when we may feel most distant from God, He is closer than ever. The comfort and consolation from this
single verse has truly saved me in my own personal times of distress. I urge anyone who is suffering through any affliction
to dwell with our lectionary readings this day. Spend time in prayer with God in your darkest hours, and like Paul you, too,
will find and exclaim, “the Lord stood by me and gave me strength.”
Peace,

Matt

Thinking about becoming a Catholic? Is the Spirit

Parish Financial Stewardship Summary

touching you on the shoulder or the shoulder of someone

10/9/2016

you know encouraging you to talk to someone about
becoming a Catholic?

Now is the time to answer that

invitation. Call or email Joe Swiss, Director of Liturgy, at the
parish

office,

301-662-8288,

or

joe.swiss@stjohn-

frederick.org to seek answers to the questions you may
have.
Please visit our website, www.stjohn-frederick.org for useful
links

and

parish

updates.

Follow

us

$13,870.00
$ 4,492.05
$18,362.05

Second Collection:Propagation of Faith/
Mission Sunday
Poor Box - St. Vincent de Paul
Poor Box - Emergency Assistance

$ 3,201.60
$ 1,298.38
$
0.00

Facebook

www.facebook.com/sjefrederick. A link to our Facebook
page may be found on our website!

Envelope Giving (381 families)
Loose Giving
Total

(Checks should be made payable to St. John’s Catholic Church)
Total Mass Attendance
1798
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Mass Times
Sunday
Domingo
7:30 am
9:00 am
(Sign Int)

Parish Contact

Saturday
Sábado

Monday-Friday
Lunes-Viernes

Mailing Address Only

112 E. Second St. Frederick, MD 21701

Parish Office Phone

301-662-8288

5:00 pm

8:00 am

Fax #

301-698-1832

Parish Nurse

301-662-8288

Email

parish@stjohn-frederick.org

Website

http://www.stjohn-frederick.org

St. John Regional

301-662-6722

School Website

www.sjrcs.org

St. Vincent DePaul

301-662-4676

Villa Maria

301-898-7900

7:00 pm (SP)

11:00 am
1:00 pm

Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:30 - 4:30 PM or by
appointment, 301-662-8288

Prayers & Devotions
Rosary: Daily, after the 8:00 am weekday Mass
First Saturday Devotions:

Pastoral Staff
Rev. J. Kevin Farmer, Pastor

kevin.farmer@stjohn-frederick.org

Rev. Chuck Wible,
Associate Pastor

charles.wible@stjohn-frederick.org

Sr. Margaret Bauer, S.S.N.D,
Health Minister

sister.margaret@stjohn-frederick.org

following Rosary at 7 pm, in the Sr. Margaret
Bauer Center, Room #6

Deacon John L. Manley

skip.manley@stjohn-frederick.org

Deacon Daniel C. Roff

dan.roff@stjohn-frederick.org

Deacon Michael J. Currens

mc159u@comcast.net

Deacon Douglas J. Nathan

doug.nathan@stjohn-frederick.org

Matt DeFusco, Seminarian Intern

matt.defusco@stjohn-frederick.org

Joe Swiss, Director of Liturgy

joe.swiss@stjohn-frederick.org

Amy Spessard
Director of Faith Formation

amy.spessard@stjohn-frederick.org

Meghan Sprankle
Director of Youth Ministry

meghan.sprankle@stjohnfrederick.org

Nae Pearson, Director of Music
and Principal Organist

holymusic@aol.com

Peggy Frazier, Director of Youth
and Adult Choirs

Peggycfrazier@yahoo.com

Sara Rodriguez-Ryan
Admin Assistant, Faith Formation
and Youth Ministry

sara.ryan@stjohn-frederick.org

Cathy Todt, Finance Manager

cathy.todt@stjohn-frederick.org

Jean Rhoades
Communications Director

jean.rhoades@stjohn-frederick.org

Maria Castro Admin Assistant,
Hispanic Community

maria.castro@stjohn-frederick.org

Terry Carnahan
Facilities Manager

terry.carnahan@stjohn-frederick.org

Kathy Nangle, Office Manager &
Assistant to the Pastor

kathy.nangle@stjohn-frederick.org

Maryann Kauffman
Administrative Assistant

maryann.kauffman@stjohn-

Monthly, 12:00 pm at St. Mary’s Grotto
St. John’s Prayer Group:
Tuesdays, 7:30 pm, “Gathered In His Name,”

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Every Wednesday from 3:00 pm-8:00 pm
First Friday Devotions & Benediction 8pm

Sacraments
Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated on certain
Sundays throughout the year. Those who wish to
have their child baptized are asked to call the
Parish Office, before the birth of the child so that
there will be adequate time for necessary
preparation.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA):
Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Please
contact the Parish Office.
Marriage:

Couples planning to marry must

contact the Parish Office at least 6 months
before their expected wedding date, so there will
be adequate time for required preparation
programs.
The Sick or Homebound: Please notify the
Parish Office of any member of the family who is
unable to attend Mass, so that the Eucharist may
be brought to the home. When indicated, the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be
celebrated.

In an emergency, please call the

Parish Office at any time, day or night.
Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:30-4:30 pm. Priests are
also available for Confession by appointment.
Please call the Parish Office 301-662-8288.

frederick.org
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PARISH NEWS
Saint Vincent de Paul

Catholic Daughters Coupon Book Sale

In this Sunday’s Gospel, the tax collector’s prayer allows

The 2017 “Save Around Frederick”

God to be God and to pour mercy into his heart. When we

discount books will be available for

pray and give alms to the poor, we allow God’s mercy to be

purchase after all masses this

poured into their hearts. Through your gift to the Poor Box

weekend, October 22-23, spon-

you also give God’s mercy to your neighbor who is hungry,

sored by Catholic Daughters for

hopeless, alone and frightened. If you know someone in
need contact us. 301-662-4676.

Confirmation Pilgrimage Option 1

the benefit of our Catholic youth.
It’s the perfect gift for any occasion! SAVE MONEY all year
round! The cost is only $25...for more than $5,000 in savings. “Save Around” App is FREE with a book purchase.

A trip to the Shrine of St. Anthony in Ellicott City is sched-

Along with the all-time favorites, new merchants are includ-

uled for Oct. 30 for confirmation candidates and “Shield the

ed. First-time buyers can start using the book upon pur-

Vulnerable” trained adult volunteers. Bus transportation will

chase through 12/31/2017. For more information please

be provided from St. John’s at 9 a.m. and return to the

contact Gerry at 301-662-3279. Your support is greatly ap-

church at 4:30 p.m. A dinner will be provided by the Knights

preciated.

of Columbus. We will be attending Mass, so please keep
that in mind and dress appropriately. Please bring a bagged

Raise Your Voice in Song

lunch to have on site. Permission forms are available on our

Do you enjoy singing? Then come join the fun and fellow-

website. PLEASE NOTE: This trip is open to Confirmation

ship in our Youth and Adult Choirs. No experience or audi-

Candidates ONLY.

tions are necessary to join. We are especially in need of
tenors and Youth Choir members. Attention Confirmation

Back from the Dead Cemetery Walk
High school students are invited to join the Back from the
Dead Cemetery Walk hosted by Mt. St. Mary’s Campus Min-

Candidates: participation qualifies for volunteer hours.
Please contact Peggy Frazier for more information at 301620-2288 or peggycfrazier@yahoo.com.

istry Office and the Seton Shrine. The Walk is scheduled for

Altar Server Training

Friday, Oct. 28. We will meet at St. John’s at 6:45 p.m. and
return at approximately 9:30 p.m. Space is available on a

Boys and girls currently in 4th grade and above are eligible

first-come, first-serve basis depending on the number of

to be altar servers. Servers are usually scheduled for one

drivers. This is a free event, but donations will be accepted.

Mass each month, and new servers will be paired with ex-

Full information is online at http://backfromthedead.org.

perienced servers. Scheduling is on a monthly basis and is

Please complete the permission form found on our website

flexible. Additional serving opportunities are available dur-

to attend.

ing Advent and Lent. Please contact William Sohm at 301-

Marriage, Divorce & Annulments

668-8497 or wrsohm@msn.com for additional information.
Training begins on Friday, October 28, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

The Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Baltimore is giving a

St. John Vikings Girls Basketball Tryouts

presentation on Tuesday, Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. at Holy Family in
Middletown concerning divorce and annulment from the
Catholic perspective. Divorced Catholics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA process, and friends and family of those
involved in such a situation may find this session helpful No
prior registration is required. Please call 410-547-5533 for
further information.

Girls in Grades 5-8 who are members of any Catholic parish
in Frederick County may try out for JV and Varsity teams
with the Mid-Maryland Basketball League on Tuesday, Oct.
28 at 6 p.m. at the First Baptist Church , 7040 Bowers Road.
For

complete

information

erboothe@comcast.net.

please

contact

Rog-

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Family Shelter Update
We would like to thank the more than 30 parish volunteers
who diligently worked to complete their training within the
Archdiocese of Baltimore to prepare for hosting the Family
Shelter here at St. John. As a parish, we are committed to
providing the youth and vulnerable with a safe environ-
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Mass Intentions / Intenciones Semanales para la Misa
“SP” = Mass in Spanish
“SP” = Misa en Español
Monday
October 24

8:00 AM

Father Edward Brown

Tuesday
October 25

8:00 AM

Marcella Brown (D)

Wednesday
October 26

8:00 AM

Brigid Stokes

Thursday
October 27

8:00 AM

The Cooney Family

ment. Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond the control of the parish, we are not able to host the shelter on site
this year. As a parish community, we still will have the opportunity to support these
families. During the weekend
of Oct. 22 & 23, we will be
taking up a collection to help
assist the Religious Coalition
with their mission of shelter-

Friday
October 28

8:00 AM

Saturday
October 29

5:00 PM
7:00 PM (SP)

Sunday
October 30

7:30 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM
1:00 PM

Catherine Nutter (D)
Mary Hayes (D)
Lawrence Byrne

ing and caring for the families
in need in the Frederick area. We thank you for your continued generosity.

St. John’s Catholic Prep Open House

William Raynor Rose III
Vincent Charles
People of the Parish
Edna Poor (D)

1-3 p.m. at 3989 Buckeystown Pike. Prospective families will

MASS INTENTIONS
Roman Catholic tradition maintains the practice of request-

be able to meet students, faculty and staff and receive in-

ing a Mass be celebrated for a deceased loved one. Mass

formation about admissions and financial aid. Catholic Prep

may also be celebrated for a sick individual, or for a birth-

is a Catholic, coed, college preparatory high school. Please

day or wedding anniversary. Please contact the Parish Of-

visit online at www.saintjohnprep.org, or call 301-662-4210

fice at 301-662-8288 to request a Mass intention.

Catholic Prep is hosting an Open House on Sunday, Nov. 6,

for more information and admissions application.

Readings this Week
Lecturas de la Semana

Open House at SJRCS
Prospective parents are invited to an Open House on Sunday, October 30 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at St. John Regional

10/23

Sir 35:12-14, 16-18
Ps 34:2-3,17-19, 23
2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

10/24

Eph 4:32-5:8
Ps 1:1-4, 6
Luke 13:10-17

10/25

Eph 5:21-33
Ps 128:1-5
Luke 13:18-21

10/26

Eph 6:1-9
Ps 145:10-14
Luke 13:22-30

Catholic School. Visit our website at www.sjrcs.org to learn
more about our outstanding academic and Christ-centered
programs. Please contact Karen O’Boyle at 301-662-6722 or
email to koboyle@sjrcs.org for more information or to register. PLEASE NOTE: Correct date is October 30.

Race for Technology at SJRCS
A “Race for Technology” will be held during the school day
on Oct. 28, with the money raised going toward the upgrade and purchase of new technology for our students.
Please contact Sheila Evers at severs@sjrcs.org or 301-6626722 if you would like to sponsor our students during their
race.

10/27

Eph 6:10-20
Ps 144:1-2,9-10
Luke 13:31-35

10/28

Eph 2:19-22
Ps 19:2-5
Luke 6:12-16

10/29

Phil 1:18-26
Ps 42:2-3, 5
Luke 14:1, 7-11

10/30

Wis 11:22-12:2
Ps 145:1-2,8-11,
13-14
2 Thes 1:11-2:2
Luke 19: 1-10
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On Nov. 1, the Church celebrates
the Solemnity of All Saints, a holy
day of obliga!on, when the Church
honors all saints, known and
unknown.
Mass will be celebrated at 8:00am,
12:15pm and 7:30pm.
Parishioners are encouraged to
bring in an 8 X 10 or smaller photo
of deceased loved ones to place on
Mary’s altar the weekend of
October 29th-30th. The pictures
will be displayed throughout the
month of November and a special
Novena of Masses for the deceased
will be oﬀered throughout the
month.

REMEMBER YOUR DECEASED LOVES ONES
NOVEMBER – MONTH OF ALL SOULS
“May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God, rest in peace”
Remember your deceased loved ones in a Novena of Masses offered by Fr. Kevin and Fr. Chuck during the month of
November. Please list the names of those whom you wish remembered on the form below or on the back of the All
Souls Envelope included in your October Sacrificial Giving packet. All names need to be returned to the Parish Office by
October 27th to be included in the Novena which begins November 1st. Thank you for your personal offering.
Suggested offering per Mass: $10.00

Mass requested for:
Mass requested for:
Mass requested for:
Mass requested for:
Mass requested for: ______________________________________________________________
Name of Donor:

Catholic Life and Faith

October, 2016

Mercy is Never Ordinary
by Leisa Anslinger
It is common for those who
help us embrace the liturgical
cycle of feasts and seasons to
remind us that Òordinary timeÓ
is not Òordinary,Ó as in hohum, but rather ÒordinalÓ or
ÒcountedÓ time Ñ the majority
of the weeks of the year are
counted, one after another,
helping us to break open GodÕs love for us in Jesus Christ and our
call to discipleship. We might take this a step further and note that
the many aspects of GodÕs love are not ÒordinaryÓ either Ñ salvation,
forgiveness, compassion, care, and mercy are extraordinary in the
hands of God, and are to be in our sharing as well. Reaching out to
another with love or attention in their loneliness; offering
forgiveness when we have been hurt; giving compassion to those
who suffer Ñ none of these can be said to be ÒordinaryÓ when shared
selßessly in ChristÕs name.
The Gospels show us that Jesus meets people in their ordinary
circumstances, in their need for forgiveness, healing, teaching,
companionship, ministry, love. The ordinary ÒstuffÓ of peopleÕs lives
is transformed by Christ, into moments of encounter, grace, and
holiness.

From St. Gregory
Nazianzen
ÒGive something,
however small, to the
one in need. For it is
not small to one who
has nothing. Neither
is it small to God, if
we have given what
we could.Ó

What ordinary circumstances in your life need to be changed by
GodÕs mercy? How will you open your heart to this transformation
today?

© Catholic Life and Faith

www.CatholicLifeandFaith.net
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The Challenge of
Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship
Part I of II: Our Call as Catholic Citizens
This brief document is Part I of a summary of the US bishops’ reflection, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, which complements the
teaching of bishops in dioceses and states.

J
“If indeed ‘the just ordering of society and of the state is a central
responsibility of politics,’ the Church ‘cannot and must not remain on
the sidelines in the fight for justice.’ ”1 So writes Pope Francis, quoting
Pope Benedict XVI.
Our nation faces many political challenges that demand well-informed moral choices:
D" The ongoing destruction of a million innocent human lives each
year by abortion
D" Physician-assisted suicide
D" The redefinition of marriage
D" The excessive consumption of material goods and the destruction
of natural resources, harming the environment as well as the poor
D" Deadly attacks on Christians and other religious minorities
throughout the world
D" Efforts to narrow the definition and exercise of religious freedom
D" Economic policies that fail to prioritize the needs of poor people,
at home and abroad
D" A broken immigration system and a worldwide refugee crisis
D" Wars, terror, and violence that threaten every aspect of human
life and dignity.2
As Catholics, we are part of a community with profound teachings
that help us consider challenges in public life, contribute to greater
justice and peace for all people, and evaluate policy positions, party
platforms, and candidates’ promises and actions in light of the Gospel
in order to help build a better world.

Why Does the Church Teach About
Issues Affecting Public Policy?
The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character
of society is a requirement of our faith, a part of the mission given
to us by Jesus Christ. As people of both faith and reason, Catholics
are called to bring truth to political life and to practice Christ’s commandment to “love one another” (Jn 13:34).
The US Constitution protects the right of individual believers
and religious bodies to proclaim and live out their faith without government interference, favoritism, or discrimination. Civil law should
recognize and protect the Church’s right and responsibility to participate in society without abandoning its moral convictions. Our nation’s
tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not threatened, when religious
groups and people of faith bring their convictions into public life. The
Catholic community brings to political dialogue a consistent moral
framework and broad experience serving those in need.

Who in the Church Should Participate in
Political Life?
In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and
participation in political life is a moral obligation. As Catholics, we
should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our attachment to any political party or interest group. In today’s environment,
Catholics may feel politically disenfranchised, sensing that no party
and few candidates fully share our comprehensive commitment to

human life and dignity. This should not discourage us. On the contrary, it makes our obligation to act all the more urgent. Catholic lay
women and men need to act on the Church’s moral principles and
become more involved: running for office, working within political
parties, and communicating concerns to elected officials. Even those
who cannot vote should raise their voices on matters that affect their
lives and the common good. Faithful citizenship is an ongoing responsibility, not just an election year duty.

How Can Catholic Social Teaching Help
Guide Our Participation?
In the words of Pope Francis, “progress in building a people in peace,
justice and fraternity depends on four principles related to constant
tensions present in every social reality. These derive from the pillars
of the Church’s social doctrine, which serve as ‘primary and fundamental parameters of reference for interpreting and evaluating social
phenomena.’”3 The four principles include the dignity of the human
person, the common good, subsidiarity, and solidarity. Taken together,
these principles provide a moral framework for Catholic engagement
in advancing what we have called a “consistent ethic of life” (Living
the Gospel of Life, no. 22).
Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally
equivalent; nor does it reduce Catholic teaching to one or two issues.
It anchors the Catholic commitment to defend human life and other
human rights, from conception until natural death, in the fundamental obligation to respect the dignity of every human being as a child
of God.
Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ positions on issues and should consider candidates’ integrity,
philosophy, and performance. It is important for all citizens “to see
beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, and to
choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation or mere self-interest” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of Life, no.
33). The following summary of the four principles highlights several
themes of Catholic social teaching for special consideration: these
include human rights and responsibilities, respect for work and
the rights of workers, care for God’s creation, and the preferential
option for the poor and vulnerable.4

The Dignity of the Human Person
Human life is sacred because every person is created in the image and
likeness of God. There is a rich and multifaceted Catholic teaching
on human dignity summarized in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. Every human being “must always be understood in
his unrepeatable and inviolable uniqueness . . . This entails above all the
requirement not only of simple respect on the part of others, especially political and social institutions and their leaders with regard
to every man and woman on the earth, but even more, this means
that the primary commitment of each person towards others, and
particularly of these same institutions, must be for the promotion and
integral development of the person” (no. 131). The Compendium continues, “It is necessary to ‘consider every neighbor without exception

as another self, taking into account first of all his life and the means
necessary for living it with dignity’ (Gaudium et Spes, no. 27). Every
political, economic, social, scientific and cultural program must
be inspired by the awareness of the primacy of each human being
over society.”5

Subsidiarity
It is impossible to promote the dignity of the person without showing
concern for the family, groups, associations, and local realities—in
short, for those economic, social, cultural, recreational, professional,
and political communities to which people spontaneously give life
and which make it possible for them to achieve effective social
growth.6 The family, based on marriage between a man and a woman,
is the fundamental unit of society. This sanctuary for the creation
and nurturing of children must not be redefined, undermined, or
neglected. Supporting families should be a priority for economic and
social policies. How our society is organized—in economics and politics, in law and public policy—affects the well-being of individuals
and of society. Every person and association has a right and a duty to
participate in shaping society to promote the well-being of individuals
and the common good.
The principle of subsidiarity reminds us that larger institutions
in society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local
institutions; yet larger institutions have essential responsibilities
when the more local institutions cannot adequately protect human
dignity, meet human needs, and advance the common good.7

The Common Good
The common good is comprised of “the sum total of social conditions
which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their
fulfilment more fully and more easily.”8
Human dignity is respected and the common good is fostered only
if human rights are protected and basic responsibilities are met.
Every human being has a right to life, a right to religious freedom, and
a right to have access to those things required for human decency—
food and shelter, education and employment, health care and housing. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities—to
ourselves, to our families, and to the larger society.
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. An
economic system must serve the dignity of the human person and
the common good by respecting the dignity of work and protecting
the rights of workers. Economic justice calls for decent work at fair,
living wages, a broad and fair legalization program with a path to citizenship for immigrant workers, and the opportunity for all people to
work together for the common good through their work, ownership,
enterprise, investment, participation in unions, and other forms of
economic activity. Workers also have responsibilities—to provide a
fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay, to treat employers and coworkers
with respect, and to carry out their work in ways that contribute to
the common good. Workers, employers, and unions should not only
advance their own interests but also work together to advance economic justice and the well-being of all.
We have a duty to care for God’s creation, which Pope Francis
refers to in Laudato Si’ as “our common home.”9 We all are called
to be careful stewards of God’s creation and to ensure a safe and
hospitable environment for vulnerable human beings now and in
the future. Pope Francis, consistent with St. John Paul II and Pope
Benedict XVI (World Day of Peace Message, 1990 and 2010), has
lifted up pollution, climate change, lack of access to clean water, and
the loss of biodiversity as particular challenges. Pope Francis speaks
of an “ecological debt” (no. 51) owed by wealthier nations to developing nations. And he calls all of us to an “ecological conversion”
(no. 219), by which “the effects of [our] encounter with Jesus Christ
become evident in [our] relationship with the world around [us]”.10
Indeed, this concern with “natural ecology” is an indispensable part of

the broader “human ecology,” which encompasses not only material
but moral and social dimensions as well.

Solidarity
Solidarity is “a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself
to . . . the good of all and of each individual, because we are all really
responsible for all.” It is found in “a commitment to the good of one’s
neighbor with the readiness, in the Gospel sense, to ‘lose oneself’ for
the sake of the other instead of exploiting him, and to ‘serve him’
instead of oppressing him for one’s own advantage.”11
We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic,
economic, and ideological differences. Our Catholic commitment
to solidarity requires that we pursue justice, eliminate racism, end
human trafficking, protect human rights, seek peace, and avoid the
use of force except as a necessary last resort.
In a special way, our solidarity must find expression in the preferential option for the poor and vulnerable. A moral test for society is
how we treat the weakest among us—the unborn, those dealing with
disabilities or terminal illness, the poor, and the marginalized.

Conclusion
In light of Catholic teaching, the bishops vigorously repeat their call
for a renewed politics that focuses on moral principles, the promotion
of human life and dignity, and the pursuit of the common good. Political participation in this spirit reflects not only the social teaching of
our Church but the best traditions of our nation.

Notes
1
2

Evangelii Gaudium, no. 183.
This specific list of issues is taken from the Introductory Note to Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2015. For a fuller consideration, see the
second document in this series, “The Challenge of Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship; Part II: Making Moral Choices and Applying Our
Principles” (2016), and the full statement of the bishops’ Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2015.
3 Evangelii Gaudium, no. 221.
4 These principles are drawn from a rich tradition more fully described in the
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church from the Pontifical Council
for Justice and Peace (Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005), no. 160. For more information on these principles, see
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2016, nos. 40ff.
5 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 132. This summary
represents only a few highlights from the fuller treatment of the human
person in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. For the fuller
treatment, see especially nos. 124-159 where many other important aspects
of human dignity are treated.
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as lecturas de este domingo de la Sagrada Escritura refuerzan la idea simple que nuestra oración a Dios tiene poder
real. Aunque la necesidad de persistencia y la perseverancia en la oración es innegable, se nos recuerda esta semana

que nuestra oración tiene poder no porque nos preguntamos, sino porque Dios
escucha. Pasa algún tiempo antes, durante y después de la misa que refleja en la
simple idea de que el Dios del universo (s) oye y escucha sus oraciones.
Dios no sólo escucha, pero en realidad se trasladó e influenciado por los gritos de
sus criaturas. Lo único que necesitamos acercarse al Señor con la humildad y la
dependencia de un niño. En el libro del Eclesiástico, que oímos, "La oración del
humilde atraviesa las nubes; que no descansa hasta que alcanza su objetivo, ni va
a retirar hasta que el Altísimo responde ... "Casi suena como si nuestras oraciones,
las oraciones de los mortales, en realidad pinchazo del Dios Altísimo y lo empujan
a responder a nosotros. Estas imágenes de la perforación nos puede recordar que
la razón de nuestras oraciones son eficaces, tienen más que ver con Dios, que
nosotros. Nuestro Dios, el Dios de Jesucristo, fue literalmente "traspasado por nuestras rebeliones, molido por nuestras
iniquidades

...

por

sus

heridas,

hemos

sido

curados"

(Isaías

53:

5).

Si las imágenes del Eclesiástico deja lugar a dudas, la Encarnación y de la Pasión del Señor deben asegurarnos de que
Dios "tiene la piel en el juego" de nuestras vidas. Cuando nos duele, lo mismo ocurre con Él. Esta es la razón por David, en
el Salmo responsorial de esta semana (Salmo 34), se puede afirmar con seguridad y confianza: "El Señor está cerca de los
quebrantados de corazón; y los que están aplastados en espíritu salva. "En esos momentos en nuestras vidas cuando
podemos sentir más distante de Dios, Él está más cerca que nunca. La comodidad y el consuelo de este solo verso
realmente me ha guardado en mis propios tiempos personales de angustia. Insto a cualquier persona que sufre a través
de cualquier aflicción en vivir con nuestras lecturas del leccionario este día. Pasa tiempo en oración con Dios en sus horas
más oscuras, y al igual que Pablo, también, encontrará y exclamar: "el Señor me ayudó y me dio fuerzas."
Paz,

Matt
Sacramentos
Bautismos: Para la celebración de este sacramento, por favor
hablen al (301) 662- 8288 para recibir la información necesaria.
Rito de Iniciación Cristiana de Adultos (RCIA): Los adultos que
no han recibido los sacramentos de Bautismo, Primera Comunión
y/o Confirmación y les gustaría hacerlo, pueden hablar al (301) 662
- 8288 para más información sobre cómo prepararse para estos
sacramentos.
Confesiones: Se celebra el Sacramento de Reconciliación todos
los sábados de 3:30 a 4:30 pm. Usted puede también hacer una
cita con un padre- hablando al (301) 662-8288.
Adoration al Santísimo: Estamos todos invitados a orar frente al
Santísimo Sacramento todos los miércoles de 3:00 PM hasta las
8:00 PM. También el primer viernes de cada mes a las 8:00 PM.

Matrimonios: Este sacramento es muy importante en la vida de
una pareja. Por favor antes de planear la fiesta, comuníquese con
un padre marcando (301) 662-8288 por lo menos con 6 meses de
anticipación.
Unción de los Enfermos: Este sacramento está disponible para
todas aquellas personas que están sufriendo con alguna
enfermedad, personas de avanzada edad en peligro de muerte o
en caso de alguna emergencia. Por favor hablen a la oficina de la
parroquia (301) 662-8288
Legión de Maria: Esta es una organización de laicos bajo el
patrocinio de la Santísima Virgen María. Tenemos reuniones todos
los miércoles de 6:00 - 7:30 PM. También vamos a los hogares a
rezar el Santo Rosario con quienes lo soliciten. Por favor
comunicarse con la Señora Nitza Rivas al (240) 409-1998.
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