Sunday, December 25, 2016
The Nativity of the Lord

Rev. Michael Briese, Pastor
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Email: stmarycatholicchurchnewportmd@gmail.com
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Briese @ 301-934-8825
COLLECTIONS for December 17/ 18, 2016 / will be in next week’s bulletin
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass:

On-line giving: text “stmarynewportchurch” to

Saturday Evening
Sunday Mornings
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon-Fri)

77977

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

Reconciliation:
Every Saturday - 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m., or upon
request.

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:

St. Francis Hall:
Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Contact Jenny Batts at 301-934-8825.

School:

Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Cemetery:

Adoration/Benediction:

Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

1st Sunday each month from
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
(“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

SUNDAY'S READINGS

First Reading:
For Zion's sake I will not be silent,
for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet,
until her vindication shines forth like the dawn
and her victory like a burning torch.
(Is 62:1)
Psalm:
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. (Ps
89)
Second Reading:
From this man's descendants God, according to his
promise, has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. John
heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel. (Acts 13:2324)
Gospel:
"She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins."
(Mt 1:21)
VERSE OF THE WEEK: Merry Christmas! Today
is born our Savior, Christ the Lord! The Word, Jesus
Christ, was with God from the beginning and brought
life to the world. What an awesome thought! Jesus being
born in time reminds all of us that our birth is not an
accident. God uniquely created each one of us and gave
us life out of love. He designed us with purpose and
blessed each one of us with gifts and talents. Jesus,
Emmanuel and Son of God, shows us who we are and
who we are meant to become!

OH! ANCIENT NIGHT
Amid the stillness of that ancient night while the
world was in slumber, a child was born---a holy
child---unto a holy man and a blessed virgin, and
He was placed into a manger. In His company were
shepherds of the field, wise men, and even animals.
As He grew up, His father trained Him to be a
carpenter. At thirty years of age, this young man
went out to teach and preach, to forgive and heal,
and to die and rise. Since then, many empires have
come and gone. So, too, have kings and armies and
countless generations. He was a man whose simple
but profound message of faith, hope and love

continues to influence world history. He sought not
fame, not fortune, not power. Rather, He humbly
came with a message rooted in peace. In the end,
this carpenter has carved a new creation with a
simple wish for peace on earth and good will to all.

Remembering the Sick
Please pray for: Lexie, who is suffering from cancer, Bill Finegan,
who is suffering from Parkinson's Disease, Edward Michon, Tom
Bradford, Laura Owens, Lucas Welch, Tigani & family, Mary Lou
Carta who is on dialysis, Frances Saunders, Robert Morgan, Maria
Citriano, Regina Kijesky, Catherine Thomas, Raymond Grady, Baby
Teagen Muniz, Mary Ellen Heinze.
Note: If you wish to add someone to the sick list, please contact
the parish office. Announcements must be relayed to the parish
one week prior to the bulletin being printed. Thank You.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY is back to Sunday Mass at
10:30AM! – Children pre-k through 7th grade, are
welcome to join us as we discuss the week’s readings
together. Before the Liturgy of the Word, Father will
invite the children to the altar for a prayer and then we
will move to the St. John Vianney Conference Room.
We will discuss the week’s readings and how they relate
to our Catholic faith and the children’s lives. The
children will return to Mass for the Liturgy of the
Eucharist. There is no need to pre-register. Call Megan
Maletto at 301-481-6223, if you have any questions,
need more information, dates, or would like to volunteer
for this ministry.

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS
January 18th - Social Concerns Committee Meeting
MASS SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2016
Christmas Eve – December 24th - 5:00 p.m.; 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Mass – December 25th - 10:30 a.m.
New Year’s Eve – December 31st - 5:00 p.m.
New Year’s Day – January 1st - 8:00 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.

HELP WANTED – Housekeeper needed for the
rectory at St. Joseph’s Church, Pomfret. Weekly house
cleaning including laundry.
Send resume to
stjoeoffice@comcast.net, or call 301-539-3903.

NEW FACES
St. Mary Parish welcomes our New
Comers. Some have just moved into
our parish, others have been here a few
months and still others have discovered
St. Mary Parish and appreciate the
warm welcome. We strongly urge parishioners to accept
Christ’s invitation and call to us to participate in the
spiritual life and ministries of St. Mary Parish. Know
you are welcomed and encouraged to contact the rectory.
For questions and/or registration, call the rectory at 301934-8825.

MUSIC MINISTRY
Anyone who is interested in
helping to provide music for the
10:30 a.m. mass on Sunday is
invited to contact Father Briese
at 301-934-8825, or Mary McCullough at 301-274-4017,
mary.mccullough70@gmail.com for information. All
are welcome to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord”.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITY FUND
This Christmas Season,
when you are considering
giving to the charity of your
choice, please think of
donating to the Knights of Columbus Holy Ghost
Council Charity Fund. This fund is used to help
members of the parish and community who are in need.
The Knights try to honor all requests from the pastors at
Holy Ghost and St. Mary parishes. Among other things,
the fund supports two seminarians in the Archdiocese of
Washington. You may donate by writing your check to
“Holy Ghost Council 11484 Charity Fund”. The KoC
Charity Fund is a 501c(3) organization and donations are
tax deductible and are accepted any time of the year.
Please contact Tom Mayer (410-562-0728) or Joe Troy
(301-643-2309) for questions.

Beginning the New Year with the Lord Forty
Hours at St. Ignatius, Chapel Point
Often we focus in the New Year on resolutions which
suggest we can fix ourselves but dint of will rather than
being transformed through union with God. In this our
anniversary year we will begin the new year by placing
ourselves with our God in a very tangible way to remind
us of His companionship with us.
On December 31 2016 and January 1, 2017 we will
celebrate the 40 Hours Devotion of Eucharistic
adoration. There will be several prayer services during
the times of exposition. Most of the time will simply be
dedicated private time before the Lord. We will be
soliciting volunteers from other parishes to join us. We
need people to promise to be present for periods of time,

such that there are always two people watching and
praying.
Sign up for prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament on-line. Go to www.chapelpoint.org follow
the Forty Hours links.
Fr. Thomas F. Clifford, S.J. Pastor St. Ignatius, Chapel Point
8855 Chapel Point Rd. Port Tobacco, Md. 20677

LONGEST MARRIED
COUPLE
Looking for the Longest Married
Couple
in
2017
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
is searching for the longest
married couple. One national
winner and winners from each of the 50 states are
recognized each year. This project is held to honor the
commitment of married couples and to give hope and
inspiration to younger couples that they too can have
long and lasting marriages. Nominations must be
received by January 10th, 2017. To nominate a couple
you know, please visit us at http://wwme.org or contact
us directly at 321-804-2310.
SUPPORT ANS WHILE YOU SHOP
When you shop at AmazonSmile, you can have a percentage
of your purchases donated to Archbishop Neale School. ANS
will receive .5% donated by Amazon for purchases on
AmazonSmile. Type the following web address into your
browser for any easy way to find and support our school:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-0684161.

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Question:
Why do we give gifts at Christmas?
Answer:
Great events in and of themselves are not tangible. They
occur in life but leave no mark behind, nothing that
someone could come across and know that something
significant occurred. So we mark the event with
monuments, holidays, gold watches or plaques, making a
meaningful event tangible and memorable. Gifts at
Christmas do the same thing. They mark the occasion of
the birth of Jesus, communicating a bit of the joy of the
day by allowing us to be both giver and receiver. Giftgiving sets aside the day as special and different. The
special foods, customs, decorations, and gifts all help
focus our attention on the importance and meaning of
the day and at the same time allow us to share personally
in its joy and happiness.
In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning of
Christmas in a significant way. We imitate God in
sharing with others. We give a bit of ourselves to others
in the gifts we give, just as God gives us the gift of his
Son.
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Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Homes and Crematory

Family Owned & Operated for Five Generations
Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road, Route 5 • Charlotte Hall
211 St. Mary’s Avenue • La Plata
22955 Hollywood Road • Leonardtown
301-472-4400 • www.brinsfieldecholsfuneral.com
301-934-8342 • www.arehartechols.com
301-475-5588 • www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Garyton C. Echols, Jr. • Garyton C. Echols, III • David C. Echols • Edward N. Brinsfield, Jr.

Rochelle Creighton-Tompa
Felicia Drury

What’s precious to you!
Is precious to us!

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Bryantown

Compare & Save • Great Service

“Nurturing a Lifelong Love For Jesus, Each Other and Learning!”
Academic Excellence • Award Winning, Dedicated Teachers

Pre-K through Eighth Grade

301-392-6221

13735 Notre Dame Place
Bryantown

105 Centennial St., Ste. B • La Plata
La Plata

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

203 Charles St.

301-934-4670

Karen Weightman

301-884-2117

(O) 301.609.9282
(C) 301.643.3960

16” 1 Topping Pizza $9.99 (Carryout)

for more
information

To Advertise

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

rnkweightman@aol.com
www.marykay.com/kweightman

With This Coupon

Call:
1-800-934-1620

800-479-4120

Independent Sales Director

Charlotte Hall Center

You may be surprised!

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Personalized • Full Color Designs
Call 1-800-934-1620

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”
. . . Over 200 "Minute Meditations
for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful,
motivating, inspirational . . . some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com

OUR

Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

offers his book-

Serving
Southern Maryland
Since 1928

Advertising
Space Available

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...

Fr. Joe Breighner

For your
heating and
cooling needs

Burchoil

“The Next Best Thing to the Fountain of Youth”

Charlotte Hall

It's

301-932-6883

www.bryantown.org

Don’t
Advertise
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space
Available.
Please Call Us At

1-800-934-1620

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs
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