Sunday, June 19, 2016 ~ Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119
The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:

Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Cemetery:

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

On-line giving: text “stmarynewportchurch”
to 77977

“I saw a multitude of souls crucified like Him.
Then I saw a second multitude of souls, and a
third. The second multitude were not nailed to
[their] crosses, but were holding them firmly in
their hands. The third were neither nailed to
[their] crosses nor holding them firmly in their
hands, but were dragging [their] crosses behind
them and were discontent. Jesus then said to me,
“Do you see these souls? Those who are like Me
in the pain and contempt they suffer will be
like Me also in glory. And those who resemble
Me less in pain and contempt will also bear less
resemblance to Me in glory” (Diary of St. Maria
Faustina Kowalska, #446).

us to a place of humility and wisdom, a greater
understanding of God's calling in our life.
Looking for crosses, though, may be mistaken for
pessimism. Surely, one objects, if we focus our
time on identifying the places where we suffer (or
are called to suffer), we risk falling into despair
and failing to appreciate the multitude of blessings
we receive. What can be gained by concentrating
on pain? The answer lies in the extent to which
we can join our suffering to Christ's.
Suffering is used to rid us of our selfishness and
pride. Consider for a moment the many irritations
encountered in a typical week. Traffic,
scheduling, the annoying habits of others - these
things grate on us. Maybe we respond by dragging
our cross, hoping to pass it off soon by venting to
a sympathetic ear. Maybe we hold firmly to the
cross, resolving not to show any frustration and to
accept all things with a stiff upper lip. There is
another way. As each frustration comes our way,
we might simply acknowledge our suffering mild though it is - and intentionally offer it to
God. We do not demand control of our cross, but
humbly allow ourselves to be nailed to it.
In this way, seeking to be mindful of our crosses
does not become a depressing activity but rather a
liberating one. We are not resentful of a cross
imposed on us, nor determined to carry it by our
own merit. Rather, we draw closer to Christ,
becoming more like Him. In freely offering our
suffering to God, we submit our sinful selves to
the death of the cross. Since those who more
closely resemble Christ in His suffering will also
more closely resemble Him in glory, what blessed
sufferings these are! What was once only a source
of irritation and perhaps a temptation to the sin of
despair becomes instead an occasion of praise and
thanksgiving to the God who so carefully guides
us on our spiritual journey.

A priest mentioned to me recently that he
frequently recommends not to choose something
to sacrifice for Lent, but rather take that time to
identify and embrace the crosses God has given
them. Certainly God, in His infinite wisdom,
knows best which crosses will bear the most
spiritual fruit in our lives. The spiritual exercise of
coming to know and accept those crosses brings

As we grow in the practice of identifying our
crosses, God may also use them to show us our
mission. In offering our suffering to God, we
serve Him. We take this service further when we
accept our suffering on behalf of others. Perhaps
there is a recurring problem in your family,
parish, or larger community. Every time it rears
its head, you offer your frustration to God. As you

grow closer to Him, you may discern a call to
address this need. God asks you to go beyond
offering your suffering and surrender your time
and abilities as well. In growing closer to God,
you are better able to hear His voice and do His
work.

THE SEVEN SORROWS (DOLORS) OF
MARY:

None of us lives a life free of suffering, whether
major or minor. Even Our Blessed Mother
suffered seven sorrows. Regardless of
circumstance, we are presented with opportunities
daily to unite our sufferings with that of Christ.
May God give us the grace to humbly submit
ourselves to the crosses we encounter and so grow
more deeply in love with Him.

1. The prophecy of Simeon. (St. Luke 2:34,
35)
2. The flight into Egypt. (St. Matthew 2:13,
14)
3. The loss of the Child Jesus in the temple.
(St. Luke 2: 43-45)
4. The meeting of Jesus and Mary on the
Way of the Cross.
5. The Crucifixion.
6. The taking down of the Body of Jesus
from the Cross.
7. The burial of Jesus.
A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “Holiness
is not for wimps and the cross is not negotiable,
it's a requirement.”
Anointing of the Sick next Saturday (June 25th)
at 6:00 p.m. here in the Church.
Pray for Orlando.
Last Weekend’s Collection was $2,143.
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Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Homes and Crematory

Family Owned & Operated for Five Generations
Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road, Route 5 • Charlotte Hall
211 St. Mary’s Avenue • La Plata
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Garyton C. Echols, Jr. • Garyton C. Echols, III • David C. Echols • Edward N. Brinsfield, Jr.

Rochelle Creighton-Tompa
Felicia Drury

What’s precious to you!
Is precious to us!

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Bryantown

Compare & Save • Great Service

“Nurturing a Lifelong Love For Jesus, Each Other and Learning!”
Academic Excellence • Award Winning, Dedicated Teachers

Pre-K through Eighth Grade

301-392-6221

13735 Notre Dame Place
Bryantown

105 Centennial St., Ste. B • La Plata
La Plata
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203 Charles St.

301-934-4670

Karen Weightman
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1-800-934-1620

800-479-4120
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Charlotte Hall Center

You may be surprised!

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Personalized • Full Color Designs
Call 1-800-934-1620

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”
. . . Over 200 "Minute Meditations
for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful,
motivating, inspirational . . . some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.
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Space
Available.
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1-800-934-1620

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs
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