Sunday, June 12, 2016 ~ Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Christian Education (CCD):

Baptism:

School:

Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Cemetery:

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

On-line giving: text “stmarynewportchurch”
to 77977

Sin and forgiveness permeate the Readings this
weekend.

so, why? Is it only because you were the victim,
and not some stranger?
Here’s the catch: We should be equally indignant
toward any sin, regardless of whether we were the
victim or whether another was victimized, even if
that victim were unknown to us. Our response, of
course, should include compassion for the victim,
and also a kind of anguish in knowing that God
was offended by that crime. However, if you were
the victim, and any resentment or bitterness or
vengeance arose within you at all, it would show
your self-pity, but not primarily a deep concern
that God was offended—far more than you!
Forgiving others is usually exercised in the
context of ourselves or our loved ones being hurt
by others, by rape, theft, burglary, injustice,
marital infidelity, etc. The reason why loving
forgiveness is the ultimate test of authentic
Christianity is because, as Jesus reminds us, “even
godless people love those who love them” (Matt.
5:47). True Christians love even those who don’t
“love back” in response to our efforts to love them
with a spiritual love.

If you are open to be tested as to your spiritual
maturity, dare to take this test:
If some criminal offense happened not to you, but
to a stranger down the street, you should, of
course, be saddened that God had been offended
by the sin of the assailant. Nevertheless, since you
were not personally offended in that hypothetical
situation, you probably would not be indignant or
feel bitterness toward the assailant. We hear daily
news reports of rapes, muggings, hit-and-run
crimes, etc., to which most of us have little or no
spiritual reaction. If you were the victim, would
you be hate-filled, embittered or even vengeful? If

It is not easy to love an unloving person those
who don’t love us—or who may really hate us.
It’s a challenge of Christian love for us to
profoundly forgive, when we are personally
offended. We tend to forget Jesus’ words, “Be
merciful as your heavenly Father is merciful"
(Luke 6:36). Or the words we blithely recite in the
Lord’s Prayer: "Forgive us as we forgive." In the
words of James 2:13, "Mercy will not be shown to
anyone who is not merciful.” This mandate is
most vehemently expressed by Jesus himself in
Matthew 6:15: "If you do not forgive others, your
heavenly Father will not forgive you your sins."
Such a person is then in a horribly sinful state of
unforgiveness toward another, blocking their own
forgiveness from God. Any unforgiving person is
not just emotionally immature, but also lacks the
virtue of humility, since it is pride that prevents
giving forgiveness. That horrific state of sin
jeopardizes their very salvation.
The greatest challenge of Christian spirituality is
to believe that no one is intrinsically unlovable,
and no one is intrinsically unforgivable—except
the reprobate souls and the demons who despise

giving or receiving love. They angrily reject and
spurn every offer of love or forgiveness from us
or from God. Outside of hell, no one can keep you
from loving or forgiving, although you’ll find a
few bitter and immature persons who, like the
souls in hell, refuse to accept your love or your
forgiveness. Be sure to pray for these twisted
souls before they continue their love-refusal in an
eternity of frozen lovelessness. You are sure to
find such love-refusing persons, but don’t ever
become one!
Remember, forgiving is not condoning an evil; it
is accepting the evildoer with a spiritual love,
which is not necessarily an emotional friendship
love, or a romantic love or marital love, etc., but a
"benevolential" love, as St. Thomas calls it. To
use the words of St. Augustine, "you must hate
the sin, as God hates the sin; but you must love
the sinner, as God loves the sinner" (since every
sinner is a potential saint, like the repentant thief
crucified with Jesus, or like the murderous
terrorist Saul, who became Paul, Christianity’s
champion).
This obligatory type of love is also called “agape
love.” It is exercised by the will, not necessarily
with emotions; hence, forgiving does not mean
that you must like a person who offended you
(more importantly, they offended God). it is an
interior act of “love of benevolence” by which
you sincerely desire good for the person—the
spiritual good of their repentance and subsequent
growth in grace, the good of their salvation, and
the good of even material blessings.
Read very carefully and prayerfully the four rules
that Jesus provides about relating to our enemies
(Luke 6:27-36): 1) love your enemy (with
spiritual, benevolential, agape love); 2) do good to
your enemy, not just refrain from doing evil
toward him; 3) pray for your enemy; and 4) call
down God's special blessings on them (things like
family happiness, health, prosperity, etc.). This
last norm is also found in 1 Peter 3:9’ “Repay evil
with a blessing.”
Those four commands of Jesus are the
applications and also the sign of authentic
Christianity: "By this will all know that you are
my disciples, that you show your love for one

another" That includes your enemies! And the
love required is the agape love described above.
When emotional love, romantic love, or
friendship love or conjugal love is almost dead
and hard to revive, still at least this agape love is
easy for any true follower of Jesus. We must
strive, with God's grace, to exercise that kind of
love in every hurtful situation, and by our
example (especially in parenting) show others
how they can and must love.
In the words of Pope St. Pius V, "In loving our
enemies, there shines forth in us some likeness to
God our Father, who by the death of his
Son…reconciled to himself those previously
hostile toward him. Following God's example, we
must desire for everyone eternal life; additionally,
every Christian has the duty to respect and try to
understand everyone without exception, because
of his dignity as a human person, made to the
image and likeness of the Creator."
On the next hurtful thing you experience from
another, think about God’s uncompromising
demand to forgive. Ponder it well every time you
are offended by anyone. Your gentle loving
response—at least mentally, if it can’t be
communicated appropriately by word—will flood
your soul with graces, and accumulate for you
unimaginable heavenly joys and rewards that will
thrill your very being throughout eternity.

A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “God
always forgives when you are totally repentant
and you desire to change. He forgives…and never
gets tired of forgiving. Never.”
This weekend would be a good time to pick up the
free CD on Confession by Fr. Larry Richards on
the table on the left as you exit. There are enough
copies for one for each parish family. (Poor Box
donations welcomed!)
Sign up for Dinner for the Pastor on the web
page! 20 opportunities for service are available!
Last Weekend’s Collection was $3,145.
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FATA • P.O. Box 4889
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(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com

OUR

Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

offers his book-

Serving
Southern Maryland
Since 1928

Advertising
Space Available

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...

Fr. Joe Breighner

For your
heating and
cooling needs

Burchoil

“The Next Best Thing to the Fountain of Youth”

Charlotte Hall

It's

301-932-6883

www.bryantown.org

Don’t
Advertise

Weakly

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in this space
please call us at

1-800-934-1620

“Seeking
Serenity”

LITY
A
U
Q
HIGHAL PRINTINf JoGbs
DIGIT All Types o to

•
te
round for a quo om
e
urn A
c
Fast T nd your fil taonline.
Se ing@fa
20
print
4-16

0-93

1-80

- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space
Available.
Please Call Us At

1-800-934-1620

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.
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with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”
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