Sunday, June 5, 2016 ~ Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119
The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:

Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Cemetery:

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

On-line giving: text “stmarynewportchurch”
to 77977

Suffering and death permeate the Readings
this weekend.

be, “Maryland Man Exposed to Tremendous
Temptation.”

Suffering, death. Usually, small, and private;
sometimes big enough to be called a disaster.
These loom large in the experience of survivors,
and are, for many, a test of faith.

The Simple Answer to Suffering and Death

I can honestly say that my faith is very weak, but
suffering or disasters have never been what has
shaken it. My faith is weak simply from lack of
tending and being overgrown by sin.
But as for death, I have an idea that it is all a
matter of perspective. I imagine Heaven's
Newspaper. Its headlines are very different from
ours, because it is reporting on what's really
important, what has eternal consequences.

It isn't news in Heaven that people die. It
astonishes me that here it is, especially if a large
number of people happen to die at once. There is a
place where no one dies, and children do not
suffer. Its name is Heaven. We do not live there
yet, so we have what we have on Earth. Many cry
as if they think we deserve Earth to be turned into
Heaven at our demand, and many become angry
with or even lose their faith in God because he
does not grant their wish right now.
All in good time. The above paragraph is as clear
and consoling to me as I can wish for. What
people really want is Heaven, which is good.
They're not there yet. All they need to do is to
make sure they seize it.
Death in Perspective

What are these headlines? What gets stuck back
on page 234,062? (Heaven's Newspaper covers a
lot, but then, there's plenty of opportunity to read
it.) I think the headlines are things like,
Wilberforce Beadle Goes to Confession after 10
Year Wait. Or maybe, Rudolph Blucher Thinks of
Jesus, Gives Up Seconds on Spaetzle. Maybe on
page 10, Mary Amberson Makes Perfect Act of
Contrition In Plane Crash. An earthquake kills a a
hundred thousand, and the headline (way back on
page 15,433) Thousands Moved to Contribute to
Relief, Here are Names.
Father Benedict, in his Rule, makes a charming
statement that angels carry reports to God about
us every hour. What is "news" to us, is
unimportant. If I won 36 million dollars in the
lottery, the headline suggested by my angel would

In the 911 attacks, 2,996 died. 280,000 died in the
2004 tsunami. Numbers somehow make a
difference to us, but 151,600 die unnoticed each
and every day anyway. Just a few less than the
2010 earthquake in Haiti. If there were the
equivalent of the Haiti earthquake every day
somewhere, our news reporting apparatus would
collapse. But solely because the usual daily toll is
scattered around the globe, in singles and small
groups, those deaths are not newsworthy.
I do not find numbers impressive. That is why
disasters do not shake my faith. They are
statistical anomalies, although relief to survivors
is another matter. The truth is, everybody dies
alone, apparently mostly at random, and it is alone
that we face the dread Judgment. Why then,
should I be troubled by a disaster? Life is a gift,
but it is not ours to dispose of. God has our end
well in hand.
“Thy eyes beheld my unformed substance;
in thy book were written, every one of them,
the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there was none of them.”
(Psalms 139:16 RSV)

We are also reminded of the brevity of life, which
is supposed to teach us wisdom.
“As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.”
(Psalms 103:15-16 RSV)
If we are brothers and sisters in nothing else, it is
that we all face death. The thought that we are
fellow adventurers into the apparent negation of
everything we hold dear ought to make us kinder
toward one another.
Jesus on the News of the Day
In Luke's Gospel, there is the story of two
tragedies, headline stories, so to speak, that people
asked the respected rabbi to explain to them. Jews
had been killed by the Romans while making their
sacrifices, and a tower had collapsed, killing
eighteen.

anyone from sudden and unexpected death. The
important thing was the spiritual message, that the
living repent. That was the headline in Heaven's
Newspaper, perhaps listing the names of a few
who followed Jesus's demand. In Heaven's
newspaper, the actual collapse of the tower isn't
even mentioned.
Dying well. That's what's important. My dad died
comforted by the sacraments of Holy Mother
Church. What a consolation it was for us who will
soon follow!
Repent! That was Jesus's command. Life is
fragile, and fatality stalks us. Not all of us will
have the luxury of time to do the things we should
have done.
May the headline in Heaven's Newspaper be that
you, dear fellow parishioner, died in a state of
grace, fortified with the sacraments of Holy
Mother Church.

Jesus dismisses the headlines the people were
seeing. He did not call for organized resistance to
the Romans, or demand tougher building
standards for towers. He is reading the headlines
from Heaven's Newspaper, which focuses on the
spiritual aspect of the two calamities, the fate of
souls in an unexpected stroke of doom.
There were some present at that very time who
told him of the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices. And he answered
them, "Do you think that these Galileans were
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because
they suffered thus? I tell you, No; but unless you
repent you will all likewise perish. Or those
eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam fell and
killed them, do you think that they were worse
offenders than all the others who dwelt in
Jerusalem? I tell you, No; but unless you repent
you will all likewise perish."

A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “If you
have a problem in your life that you can’t fathom
or understand, you have to examine your prayer
life, not the problem.”

(Luke 13:1-5 RSV)

Pick up the free CD on Confession by Fr. Larry
Richards on the table on the left as you exit.
There are enough copies for one for each parish
family. (Poor Box donations welcomed!)

The victims were not any worse than the people
confronting Jesus. There is nothing to keep
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Personalized • Full Color Designs
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“More Reflections Along
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postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com

OUR

Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

offers his book-

Serving
Southern Maryland
Since 1928

Advertising
Space Available

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...

Fr. Joe Breighner

For your
heating and
cooling needs

Burchoil

“The Next Best Thing to the Fountain of Youth”

Charlotte Hall

It's

301-932-6883

www.bryantown.org

Don’t
Advertise

Weakly

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in this space
please call us at

1-800-934-1620

“Seeking
Serenity”

LITY
A
U
Q
HIGHAL PRINTINf JoGbs
DIGIT All Types o to

•
te
round for a quo om
e
urn A
c
Fast T nd your fil taonline.
Se ing@fa
20
print
4-16

0-93

1-80

- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
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Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)
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