Sunday, May 15, 2016 ~ Pentecost Sunday

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:

Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Cemetery:

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

On-line giving: text “stmarynewportchurch”
to 77977

Happy Birthday!
Today we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the day we
remember the Holy Spirit coming down into the
world and into our hearts. The feast that we
celebrate is considered by many to be the birthday
of the Church, and for good reason. An amazing
miracle took place that day; the miracle of the
establishment of the Church itself. Think for a
moment: the Church was established by a band of
poor and illiterate fishermen. They prevailed not
by wealth of money, nor wisdom of words; but by
divine power that was within them through the
Holy Spirit and was activated that day.
The portrait of the Disciples between Good Friday
and Easter Sunday was one of fear, doubt, broken
promises, despair and betrayal. They even bolted
the door to that attic room where they were hiding
for fear of the Jews. They had witnessed the
bitterness and the hatred by the Jews, who
orchestrated the death of Jesus. They were very
much afraid that they might be next. Then on
Easter night, Jesus was suddenly in their midst.
He didn’t climb the stairs, he didn’t knock, he
didn’t unbolt the door…..he just appeared.
When Jesus appears, He gives them five
important gifts:
1. He gives his followers the gift of his
presence at a time when they needed him
the most.
2. He gives them the gift of peace, “Peace be
with you,” He says. (John 20:21)
3. He gives them a mission..., “as the father
sends me, so I send you.” He gives them
the task of establishing the Church,
spreading the gospel message around the
world. They were being sent with God’s
authority to preach, teach and work
miracles and to make Jesus’ and his
message clearly visible to the world.
4. He gives them the gift of forgiveness of
sins. He says, “If you forgive men’s sins
they are forgiven them, if you hold them
bound, they are held bound.” (John 20:23)
5. Most importantly, gives them the gift of a
companion to help them in their work. He
breathes on them and says, “Receive the
Holy Spirit.” (John 20:22)

The disciples were in fear of death, but Jesus
didn’t tell them or give them any assurance of
their safety. Instead he blessed them with peace.
We want to have tangible assurance of safety
when we are in fear, but Jesus gives us assurance
of peace in our minds rather than tangible safety.
Before he died he had taught his disciples with
many parables and stories, but now he didn’t
teach them anymore. There was no explanation
about what happened to him. Jesus knew that any
verbal explanation could not help them believe his
resurrection. Instead of giving them more teaching
he gave them his breath and told them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit.” We too have experienced his
breath on us and received the Holy Spirit on the
day of our baptism.
So then what happened? After his resurrection
Jesus stayed on earth for a while to encourage His
disciples and friends to believe and try to
understand His resurrection. He made a few more
appearances, but most of the time they were left
alone; alone with their thoughts, prayers and the
indwelling of the Spirit that Jesus had given them.
My guess is they experienced times of
understanding, hope, and joy as well as times of
confusion, doubt and despair. However, the
disciples waited, because Jesus told them to wait
for “the promise of the father.” In fact, they
waited for seven weeks and while they waited, the
“Advocate” did his work.
Then, “when the time for Pentecost was fulfilled,”
meaning that, when the Holy Spirit had completed
His work, He made his presence known. After the
wind and the tongues of fire, Peter, once timid and
prone to denial, is now bold and on fire with the
love of the Lord. He throws open the doors and
begins to give his first sermon, since he “received
the keys to the Kingdom,” from Jesus.
Accordingly, under the power and influence of the
Holy Spirit (which appeared too many as
drunkenness), Peter shares three important keys to
the Kingdom of God:
1. Repent: reconsider your lives; change your
direction
2. Be baptized and be forgiven of your sins
3. Be open and receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit

What happened? What so changed Peter and the
other disciples? It was Pentecost; the “filling up of
the Holy Spirit.”
When we allow our souls to be filled with the
Holy Spirit, when we allow the Holy Spirit to take
control of our lives and to confess Jesus as Lord
(1 Cor 12:3), He empowers us to serve God with
supernatural power (1 Cor 12:4-11), binds us
together as the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12-13),
helps us pray (Rom 8:26), and even intercedes for
us with God the Father (Rom 8:27). The Spirit
guides us (Gal 5:25), helping us to live like Jesus
(Gal 5:22-23).

The Spirit of God is in us; the same Holy Spirit as
in the Gospel. He is in our midst and brings us
together as a community of Faith, to nourish and
strengthen us as a “ministerial team” if you will.
Simply put, Pentecost is a reminder that each of
us has received the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is our
job to invite him to provide us with the power that
has been promised to complete Jesus’ mission
here on earth. If we who are the Church,
understood and truly believed that…..this Parish
would soon become a very different place.

So how does Pentecost affect us? Are we going to
let Pentecost become real for us?
Pentecost is a day of reflection on the way we live
our lives. It is a reflection of what happened on
that day when Jesus showed us how the Advocate
could help us. As we begin to reflect on the Holy
Spirit, He begins to move in our lives. In baptism,
Christ lives in each of us through the Holy Spirit.
But, just as the disciples waited, prayed and
reflected; until you recognize that and invite Him
to be a part of your life, you won’t ever know his
power. He is just waiting for your call. And, when
you do call on Him, your life, like Peter’s and the
other disciple’s, will never be the same.
All the members of the Church (the body of
Christ) are ministers of the Gospel. Whether you
like it or not, we are all under a call….a
mandate….a commission through our baptisms, to
minister to and serve one another and the world.
The same responsibility for spiritualism, morality
and for the proclamation of the Gospel that rests
on our priests, rests on each of us.
Mass each week is NOT a lecture series, the
music isn’t for our entertainment….if you judge
the experience only on the basis of whether or not
you enjoyed the sermon or were turned on by the
music or you like the flowers on the altar….then
you are missing the whole point of our worship
together as a Church. You should be concerned if
you leave Mass week after week as though
nothing important has happened.

A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “To trust
that everything that happens to us is for our own
good is called hope”
Pick up the free CD on Confession by Fr. Larry
Richards on the table on the left as you exit.
There are enough copies for one for each parish
family. (Poor Box donations welcomed!)
Join us for birthday cake in the Hall after all
Masses this weekend! (Donations welcomed!)
Parish “Listening Session” Saturday, May 21st
from 10:30am to noon in the Hall.
Last Weekend’s Collection was $2602
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Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Homes and Crematory

Family Owned & Operated for Five Generations
Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road, Route 5 • Charlotte Hall
211 St. Mary’s Avenue • La Plata
22955 Hollywood Road • Leonardtown
301-472-4400 • www.brinsfieldecholsfuneral.com
301-934-8342 • www.arehartechols.com
301-475-5588 • www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Garyton C. Echols, Jr. • Garyton C. Echols, III • David C. Echols • Edward N. Brinsfield, Jr.

Rochelle Creighton-Tompa
Felicia Drury

What’s precious to you!
Is precious to us!

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Bryantown

Compare & Save • Great Service

“Nurturing a Lifelong Love For Jesus, Each Other and Learning!”
Academic Excellence • Award Winning, Dedicated Teachers

Pre-K through Eighth Grade

301-392-6221

13735 Notre Dame Place
Bryantown

105 Centennial St., Ste. B • La Plata
La Plata

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

203 Charles St.

301-934-4670

Karen Weightman

301-884-2117

(O) 301.609.9282
(C) 301.643.3960

16” 1 Topping Pizza $9.99 (Carryout)

for more
information

To Advertise

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

rnkweightman@aol.com
www.marykay.com/kweightman

With This Coupon

Call:
1-800-934-1620

800-479-4120

Independent Sales Director

Charlotte Hall Center

You may be surprised!

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Personalized • Full Color Designs
Call 1-800-934-1620

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”
. . . Over 200 "Minute Meditations
for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful,
motivating, inspirational . . . some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com

OUR

Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

offers his book-

Serving
Southern Maryland
Since 1928

Advertising
Space Available

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...

Fr. Joe Breighner

For your
heating and
cooling needs

Burchoil

“The Next Best Thing to the Fountain of Youth”

Charlotte Hall

It's

301-932-6883

www.bryantown.org

Don’t
Advertise
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space
Available.
Please Call Us At

1-800-934-1620

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs
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