Sunday, April 24, 2016 ~ 5th Sunday of Easter

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:
Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Cemetery:
Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

Electronic Giving: text “stmarychurch
newport” to 77477 or visit the web page

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:
Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

CONFIRMATION!

Let’s go to Scripture for the answer to that
question:
Acts 2:38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the
promise is for you, for your children, and for all
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to him.”

As a kid, one of the more confusing Sacraments
for me was Confirmation. My question was,
“What does Confirmation, confirm?”
Let’s go to the Catechism:
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
1285 Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sacrament of
Confirmation together constitute the "sacraments
of Christian initiation," whose unity must be
safeguarded. It must be explained to the faithful
that the reception of the sacrament of
Confirmation is necessary for the completion of
baptismal grace. For "by the sacrament of
Confirmation, [the baptized] are more perfectly
bound to the Church and are enriched with a
special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence they
are, as true witnesses of Christ, more strictly
obliged to spread and defend the faith by word
and deed."
Ok, now let’s break it down.
Baptismal Grace
It must be explained to the faithful that the
reception of the sacrament of Confirmation is
necessary for the completion of baptismal
grace.
First, the Sacrament of Confirmation completes
the reception of baptismal grace. If it completes
this grace, then it confirms this grace. In other
words, it ensures that we have received it to the
maximum amount.

Basically, then, Baptismal grace means:
1. Our sins are washed away.
2. We receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
So, Confirmation confirms that our sins are
washed away and that we have received the gift of
the Holy Spirit.
So, let’s go back to Paragraph 1285, For "by
the sacrament of Confirmation,:
1. [the baptized] are more perfectly bound to the
Church
This has to be unpacked, because there are several
things left for granted.
a. Whenever one’s sins are washed away, one is
more perfectly bound to God. Baptism is an act of
reconciliation with God.
b. At the same time, when our sins are washed
away, we are more perfectly bound to the body of
Christ. Our brethren. The Church is the body of
Christ. And we become members of the Body,
when we are washed of our sins by the Holy
Spirit.
c. The Church is the body of Christ and Christ is
God. So, when we are washed clean of sins, we
are more perfectly attached to God, through the
body of Christ. We are more perfectly united to
God, through His Church.

That’s great, but what is baptismal grace?

Thus, the Sacrament of Reconciliation also
confirms our union with God through the body of
Christ.

Baptismal grace is the grace you receive in
baptism. (Gotya!)

2. and are enriched with a special strength of the
Holy Spirit.

As you know, when we are baptized, we become
Temples of the Holy Spirit because the Holy
Spirit comes to dwell in us. But what is this
“special strength” of the Holy Spirit? For the
answer to this, I’d like to take you to the Mass.
We are conscripts, enlisted in God’s army
Lift up your hearts! We lift them up to the
Lord!
Its called the Sursum Corda (Lifted heart). And it
is originally a military chant. Back in the days of
the Roman army, when conscripts were enlisted in
the army, they made a pledge to Caesar and
confirmed it by lifting their swords unto him. This
was their pledge to defend Caesar with their lives.
In the Roman Catholic army, we don’t lift up our
swords, we lift up our hearts unto our Lord, which
is Christ. This is our pledge, which we make
every Sunday, that we have given our lives to
Him.
The Sacrament of Confirmation, confirms, that we
receive the “special strength” of the Holy Spirit,
to give our lives to Christ. And to spend them for
Him. Thus, it is said, that in Confirmation, we
become soldiers of Christ!
And so we conclude paragraph 1285:
Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, more
strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by
word and deed."
Now, don’t say, “I can’t do it!” Yes, you can. You
already do it. God made it very easy for us to do
this. All you have to do, is this:
Husbands, love your wives. Wives love your
husbands. This is how Scripture puts it:
Ephesians 5:The Christian Household
21 Be subject to one another out of reverence for
Christ.
22 Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are
to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the
wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the
body of which he is the Savior. 24 Just as the

church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to
be, in everything, to their husbands.
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26
in order to make her holy by cleansing her with
the washing of water by the word, 27 so as to
present the church to himself in splendor, without
a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so
that she may be holy and without blemish. 28 In
the same way, husbands should love their wives
as they do their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hates his
own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for
it, just as Christ does for the church, 30 because
we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two will become one
flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, and I am
applying it to Christ and the church. 33 Each of
you, however, should love his wife as himself,
and a wife should respect her husband.
We are not enlisted into an army that fights with
swords. We are enlisted in an army that conquers
with their hearts.
Therefore, since the Sacrament of Confirmation
has confirmed you in His love, you should, in
turn, confirm your love for Him, in your hearts.
So lift up your hearts! Bishop Holley will be here
in 19 days!
A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “When
you get to your wit’s end….you’ll find God lives
there.”
Maryland Primary Election Day is Tuesday,
April 26th. Remember, vote for life---someday it
may be your own!
Southern Maryland Ultrea meets Wednesday,
April 27th at 7:00PM in the 8th grade classroom.
K of C Quarterly Meeting is Thursday, April
28th at 7:30PM in the St. John Vianney Room.
Come see what this fine organization is all about!
Last Weekend’s Collection was $2403.
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Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Homes and Crematory

Family Owned & Operated for Five Generations
Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road, Route 5 • Charlotte Hall
211 St. Mary’s Avenue • La Plata
22955 Hollywood Road • Leonardtown
301-472-4400 • www.brinsfieldecholsfuneral.com
301-934-8342 • www.arehartechols.com
301-475-5588 • www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Garyton C. Echols, Jr. • Garyton C. Echols, III • David C. Echols • Edward N. Brinsfield, Jr.

THIS WILL DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

La Plata

800-479-4120

(O) 301.609.9282
(C) 301.643.3960

16” 1 Topping Pizza $9.99 (Carryout)

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

rnkweightman@aol.com
www.marykay.com/kweightman

With This Coupon

You may be surprised!

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Personalized • Full Color Designs
Call 1-800-934-1620

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”
. . . Over 200 "Minute Meditations
for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful,
motivating, inspirational . . . some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com

OUR

Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

offers his book-

Serving
Southern Maryland
Since 1928

Advertising
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WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...

Fr. Joe Breighner

For your
heating and
cooling needs

Burchoil

Karen Weightman

301-884-2117

To Advertise

301-932-6883

www.bryantown.org

Independent Sales Director

Charlotte Hall Center

for more
information

13735 Notre Dame Place
Bryantown

“The Next Best Thing to the Fountain of Youth”

Charlotte Hall

Call:
1-800-934-1620

Pre-K through Eighth Grade

“Nurturing a Lifelong Love For Jesus, Each Other and Learning!”
Academic Excellence • Award Winning, Dedicated Teachers

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

203 Charles St.

301-934-4670

It's

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Bryantown

Don’t
Advertise

Weakly

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in this space
please call us at

1-800-934-1620
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space
Available.
Please Call Us At

1-800-934-1620

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs
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