Sunday, April 10, 2016 ~ Third Sunday of Easter

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: click “Contact Us” on the Resources tab of our website
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:
Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Cemetery:
Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

Electronic Giving:
Text “stmarychurchnewport” to 77977

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:
Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“..stay with me for one hour”).

Symbols stand for something else.
They are used to teach something, or to remind us
of something. The various elements of the Vigil
Mass, indeed, any Mass are rich with symbolism.
I've already written about a few in a previous
bulletin. There are several others.
Two of the first things we should notice once the
Liturgy starts is that the Gloria and the Alleluias
are back. We didn't have them during the forty
day dry desert experience of the Lenten season.
Another is the ringing of bells. Bells make a
joyful sound, and they are not supposed to be used
during Lent. In some churches we not only hear
bells during the Consecration, but also they may
be rung during the singing of the Gloria.
Liturgical colors are also symbolic, in the Easter
Season they are white, the color of resurrection.
There are some other, minor symbols during the
Mass, but in my opinion, the most powerful
symbol is demonstrated only during the Vigil: The
blessing of the Baptismal Font.

Previously, I explained that the Paschal, or Easter
Candle represents Christ. The Church is the Bride
of Christ.
The Font is the womb of the Church. During the
prayers of blessing for the Font, the Paschal
Candle is plunged into the water of the Font three
times. This represents Christ, the Bridegroom
fertilizing the Womb of the Church. And just as
any fertile womb is created to do, children come
forth. In this case, the children are those who were
just baptized at the Vigil Celebration. It is left for
the parents, godparents, and us, the sisters and
brothers of Christ to nurture those newly re-born
into Christ, helping them to grow in faith, and to
become ever closer to Jesus.
The blessing ceremony is obviously and
deliberately phallic, teaching a powerful lesson
about the importance of being born again as
Scripture says, in water and the Spirit.
I hope that each of you attended the Vigil Mass
this year. Did you notice the symbols, history,
and lessons the Church teaches us at this, the
highest, most Holy Celebration of the Liturgical
Year? And with great joy at what you have
witnessed, may you repeat with sincere feeling
that ancient Easter Greeting of the Church:
"Christ is risen, Alleluia!" And the response: He is
risen, indeed, Alleluia!"

Pray for the Deacons on retreat at Loyola
Retreat House this April 15th-17th.

Eucharist is real and complete. Jesus is HERE in
the Eucharist……... body… blood… soul…. and
divinity.

In the Gospel this weekend the Apostles saw
Jesus again!

At the words of the Consecration…Jesus is
HERE …. and He is alive and glorious.

We should all be saying “We would like to see
Jesus.”

Receiving Him with this awareness….we become
more fully alive ! Receiving Him without this
awareness….may “bring us condemnation.”

People saw Jesus in the “days when (He) was in
the flesh” on earth. But simply laying eyes on
Jesus’ face in not what “to see Jesus” means.

“We would like to see Jesus.”

“To see Jesus” means to know Jesus --- to
recognize Him. When we don’t see Jesus…..we
manage to get all messed up in our lives.

When we receive Jesus, under the form of bread
or wine or both…. the Father and the Holy Spirit
are present with Him ---- because God can’t be
divided. There can be no separating Jesus from
the Father and the Holy Spirit……

Today….. many Catholics are like the folks of
Nazareth at the time of Jesus:All they saw was a
hard-working carpenter who cared for His
widowed Mother --- His divinity went unnoticed.

“We believe in One God: the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit….”

If we could only “see” Jesus --- our whole life
would be different……it was for St. Faustina who
saw Jesus beginning in 1931 and until she died in
1938…and who wrote about her experiences in a
diary that her spiritual director told her to keep.
If we could only “see” Jesus --- our whole life
would be different ….
Well…..at every Mass….you and I can see
Jesus…..and a whole lot more….
■ We can see Jesus the teacher as we hear the
echo’s of His beautiful words from scripture.
■ We can see Jesus the healer…the one who
cured leprosy, gave sight to the blind, made the
lame walk, forgave sinners, even raised the dead
back to life.
■ And most incredible of all……we can see
Jesus ---- the living person --- true God and true
man…… in the Eucharist !

In the Eucharist, Jesus does not leave
Heaven…..His existence is not multiplied…
His existence in Heaven is made present --- and
not only here at St. Mary Newport….but in every
place where Mass is being celebrated….
And…. all of heaven is here, too…. with the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit…..The
Blessed Virgin Mary… St. Joseph… St. John
Vianney… the angels and archangels… and ALL
the saints (including my loved ones and yours
who have died and are in Heaven) are present
here…….in this Church !This is why at Mass “we
join the choir of angels as they sing their unending
hymn of praise: Holy…..Holy..…Holy.…Lord’ ”
We go to heaven when we go to Mass ! The Lord
has given us Catholics more to see in this
Sacrament than we can possibly understand !!!!
A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “The
good Lord didn’t create anything without a
purpose….but mosquitoes come close”

The Eucharist IS Jesus….here for us to see….and
He is fully alive !
Last Weekend’s Collection was $3204.
The Eucharist is not a dead object…it is not a
thing…it is not symbolic or partial….. the
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