Sunday, April 3, 2016 ~ 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:
Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Cemetery:
Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:
Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

Dominica In Albis, Quasimodo
Sunday and Divine Mercy Sunday
Today, the Sunday immediately following Easter,
goes under three different names!
The first is as the dominica in albis
The name comes from the ancient habit by which
the newly baptized wore a white tunic for Easter
and the following seven days, the Sunday
following Easter being the day when the white
tunic was put away. Therefore, the day was called
dominica in albis depositis or “sunday in which
the white clothes are put away”.
This day is (or perhaps rather: was) also called
“Quasimodo Sunday” because on this day the
anthiphon of the Tridentine Mass used the words
taken from Peter, Quasi modo geniti infantes,
Halleluja, rationabile, sine dolo lac concupiscite,
something on the lines of “yearn the pure spiritual
milk as if you were newborn children”. In the
book “The Hunchback of Notre-Dame”, the
protagonist is a deformed foundling who is, well,
found on the easter following Sunday. In the
words of Victor Hugo (taken from Wikipedia):
“He [sc. archdeacon Claude Frollo, Quasimodo’s
adoptive father] baptized his adopted child and
called him Quasimodo; whether it was that he
chose thereby to commemorate the day when he
had found him, or that he meant to mark by that
name how incomplete and imperfectly molded the
poor little creature was. Indeed, Quasimodo, oneeyed, hunchbacked, and bow-legged, could hardly
be considered as anything more than an almost.”
The third way of calling this Sunday is – after St.
JP II declared the relevant feast – Divine Mercy
Sunday. This refers to the visions occurred to
Saint Faustina Kowalska and nowadays
considered worthy of belief by the Church.
During the course of Jesus' revelations to Saint
Faustina on the Divine Mercy He asked on
numerous occasions that a feast day be dedicated
to the Divine Mercy and that this feast be
celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. The
liturgical texts of that day, the 2nd Sunday of

Easter, concern the institution of the Sacrament of
Penance, the Tribunal of the Divine Mercy, and
are thus already suited to the request of Our Lord.
This Feast, which had already been granted to the
nation of Poland and been celebrated within
Vatican City, was granted to the Universal Church
by Pope John Paul II on the occasion of the
canonization of Sr. Faustina on 30 April 2000. In
a decree dated 23 May 2000, the Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments stated that "throughout the world the
Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name
Divine Mercy Sunday, a perennial invitation to
the Christian world to face, with confidence in
divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials that
mankind will experience in the years to come."
These papal acts represent the highest
endorsement that the Church can give to a private
revelation, an act of papal infallibility
proclaiming the certain sanctity of the mystic, and
the granting of a universal feast, as requested by
Our Lord to St. Faustina.
Concerning the Feast of Mercy Jesus said:
“Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this
day will be granted complete forgiveness of sins
and punishment.” (Diary 300)
“I want the image solemnly blessed on the first
Sunday after Easter, and I want it to be venerated
publicly so that every soul may know about
it.”(Diary 341)
“This Feast emerged from the very depths of My
mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depths of
my tender mercies.” (Diary 420)
On one occasion, I heard these words: “My
daughter, tell the whole world about My
Inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of
Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that
will go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness
of sins and punishment.* [my emphasis] On that
day all the divine floodgates through which grace

flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to
Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy
is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel,
will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity.
Everything that exists has come forth from the
very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul
in its relation to Me will contemplate My love and
mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy
emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is
My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the
first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have
peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy.”
(Diary 699)
“Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of
Mercy, but there must also be deeds of mercy,
which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to
show mercy to our neighbors always and
everywhere. You must not shrink from this or try
to absolve yourself from it.” (Diary 742)
“I want to grant complete pardon to the souls that
will go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion on the Feast of My mercy.” (Diary
1109)
As you can see the Lord's desire for the Feast
includes the solemn, public veneration of the
Image of Divine Mercy by the Church, as well as
personal acts of veneration and mercy. The great
promise for the individual soul is that a devotional
act of sacramental penance and Communion will
obtain for that soul the plenitude of the divine
mercy on the Feast.

*The Cardinal of Krakow, Cardinal Macharski,
whose diocese is the center of the spread of the
devotion and the sponsor of the Cause of Sr.
Faustina, has written that we should use Lent as
preparation for the Feast and confess even before
Holy Week! So, it is clear that the confessional
requirement does not have to be met on the Feast
itself. That would be an impossible burden for the
clergy if it did. The Communion requirement is
easily met that day, however, since it is a day of
obligation, being Sunday. We would only need
confession again, if received earlier in Lenten or
Easter Season, if we were in the state of mortal sin
on the Feast.

The Divine Mercy devotion is not everyone’s cup
of tea, but – as always in such cases – no Catholic
has the obligation of believing in it, so if you
don’t follow it you aren’t 1% less Catholic than
those who do.
Why Is The Pope Called “His Holiness?”
The use of the term "His Holiness" in addressing
or referring to the pope can be traced back several
hundred years, although it is difficult to identify
any particular event that first occasioned its use.
In honoring its supreme religious leader with that
title, the Catholic Church is not alone.
The same term is used to designate the
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople as
spiritual head of the Orthodox community, as well
as some leaders of other religious traditions
including Buddhism (notably the Dalai Lama).
In applying the title to the pontiff, Catholics make
no judgment on his personal sanctity. Only God,
of course, is by His essence holy, but all who
believe in a divine being are invited to strive for
that ideal.
Peter (1 Pt 1:16) reminded the early Christians
that the Hebrews, as God's chosen people, were
called to sanctity and that they, too, were pledged
to that same ideal as disciples of Jesus. The title
"Holiness" denotes the fact that the pope, by
virtue of his election, belongs to God in a special
manner and is called to practice exceptional
sanctity.
This should remind every Catholic to pray
regularly for the man who bears that heavy
responsibility. Ronald Knox, the British biblical
scholar who was a convert from Anglicanism,
once wrote, "Perhaps it would be a good thing if
every Christian, certainly if every priest, could
dream once in his life that he were pope, and
wake from that nightmare in a sweat of agony."
A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “I don’t
know why some people change churches; what
difference does it make which one they stay home
from?”
Last Weekend’s Collection was $6,876.
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Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Homes and Crematory

Family Owned & Operated for Five Generations
Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road, Route 5 • Charlotte Hall
211 St. Mary’s Avenue • La Plata
22955 Hollywood Road • Leonardtown
301-472-4400 • www.brinsfieldecholsfuneral.com
301-934-8342 • www.arehartechols.com
301-475-5588 • www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Garyton C. Echols, Jr. • Garyton C. Echols, III • David C. Echols • Edward N. Brinsfield, Jr.

THIS WILL DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

La Plata

800-479-4120

(O) 301.609.9282
(C) 301.643.3960

16” 1 Topping Pizza $9.99 (Carryout)

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

rnkweightman@aol.com
www.marykay.com/kweightman

With This Coupon

You may be surprised!

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Personalized • Full Color Designs
Call 1-800-934-1620

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”
. . . Over 200 "Minute Meditations
for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful,
motivating, inspirational . . . some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com

OUR

Fr. Joe Breighner's book -

offers his book-

Serving
Southern Maryland
Since 1928

Advertising
Space Available

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...

Fr. Joe Breighner

For your
heating and
cooling needs

Burchoil

Karen Weightman

301-884-2117

To Advertise

301-932-6883

www.bryantown.org

Independent Sales Director

Charlotte Hall Center

for more
information

13735 Notre Dame Place
Bryantown

“The Next Best Thing to the Fountain of Youth”

Charlotte Hall

Call:
1-800-934-1620

Pre-K through Eighth Grade

“Nurturing a Lifelong Love For Jesus, Each Other and Learning!”
Academic Excellence • Award Winning, Dedicated Teachers

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

203 Charles St.

301-934-4670

It's

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Bryantown

Don’t
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HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in this space
please call us at

1-800-934-1620
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space
Available.
Please Call Us At

1-800-934-1620

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs
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