Sunday, March 27, 2016 ~ The Resurrection of the Lord

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:
Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Cemetery:
Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:
Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”

Did You Ever Wonder: About the Origin
of the Paschal Candle?

I was staring at the paschal candle the other
Sunday before Mass thinking how much I love to
see it there during the Easter season and at
baptisms and funerals when it reminds us so
graphically that Jesus is the light of the world, our
hope and salvation. Well, that set me to
wondering when and where the custom of lighting
the paschal candle originated. The short answer
is...nobody knows for sure. In 384 St. Jerome
wrote a letter to a deacon in Piacenza, Italy named
Presidio describing a hymn that praised the candle
and the Easter mystery. That indicates the custom
was already well established.
According to Catholic Online:
The most likely origin is that it derived from the
Lucernarium, the evening office with which early
Christians began the vigil for every Sunday and
especially that of Easter. In turn, this rite is
probably inspired by the Jewish custom of
lighting a lamp at the conclusion of the Sabbath.
The rite therefore has its roots in the very
beginning of Christianity. In the Lucernarium rite
the light destined to dispel the darkness of night
was offered to Christ as the splendor of the Father
and indefectible light. This Sunday rite was
logically carried out with greater solemnity during
the Easter Vigil.
Ah...back to our very roots in the Jewish custom
celebrated, no doubt, by Joseph and Mary in their
little home in Nazareth. Think of the fascination
children have for candles and flickering flames
and imagine the toddler Jesus wide-eyed and

spellbound on Mary's lamp as she lit the candle.
The solemn use of the candle dates at the very
latest to the second half of the 4th century uniting
us to all those holy men and women who went
before us. So many saints I invoke share with me
that beautiful rite of witnessing the Easter fire and
lighting the paschal candle. When I think of St.
Therese praying in her cloister, St. Thomas More
in his parish at Chelsea, St. Maximilian Kolbe in
the squalid barracks of Auschwitz, St. Catherine
of Siena dictating letters to Pope Urban VI, St.
Joan of Arc leading the army of France, St.
Dominic preaching to Albigensian heretics, the
little children of Fatima attending Mass with their
families...all share with me the experience of
seeing the paschal candle to dispel the darkness of
sin and welcome Christ Our Light.
How I love our Catholic faith that gives us so
many rich traditions and works of art that stir our
hearts through the use of our senses. We are a
people who need our faith with skin on. "Rejoice
in the Lord always....Taste and see how good the
Lord is!!"

Celebrate Easter for the Entire Season:
I love the Catholic Church. She gives us seasons
of celebration that last for weeks. Most people
miss it at Christmas trashing the decorations just
when things are getting started. Easter too. I'm
sure most folks have their sights set on Memorial
Day. But every morning when I say morning
prayer, the antiphon before the first psalm is, "He
is risen, Alleluia!" Every morning I feel a thrill as
I think once again of Jesus risen. Rejoice and be
glad for He is truly risen from the dead and seated
at the right hand of God!
On Easter Sunday, the Church is recollected in
contemplation of the risen Christ. Thus she relives
the primordial experience that lies at the basis of
her existence. She feels imbued with the same
wonder as Mary Magdalen and the other women
who went to Christ's tomb on Easter morning and
found it empty. That tomb became the womb of
life. Whoever had condemned Jesus, deceived
himself that he had buried his cause under an icecold tombstone. The disciples themselves gave
into the feeling of irreparable failure. We
understand their surprise, then, and even their
distrust in the news of the empty tomb. But the
Risen One did not delay in making himself seen
and they yielded to reality. They saw and
believed! Two thousand years later, we still sense
the unspeakable emotion that overcame them
when they heard the Master's greeting: "Peace be
with you.'"....
“...Christ's Resurrection is the strength, the secret
of Christianity. It is not a question of mythology
or of mere symbolism, but of a concrete event. It
is confirmed by sure and convincing proofs. The
acceptance of this truth, although the fruit of the
Holy Spirit's grace, rests at the same time on a
solid historical base. On the threshold of the third
millennium, the new effort of evangelization can
begin only from a renewed experience of this
Mystery, accepted in faith and witnessed to in
life...” Pope St. John Paul II
A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “If you
want your clergy to be better in some way, you
only need to pray for the one(s) you have!”
Last Weekend’s Collection was $2,704.
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THIS WILL DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

La Plata

800-479-4120

(O) 301.609.9282
(C) 301.643.3960

16” 1 Topping Pizza $9.99 (Carryout)

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

rnkweightman@aol.com
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You may be surprised!

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Personalized • Full Color Designs
Call 1-800-934-1620

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”
. . . Over 200 "Minute Meditations
for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful,
motivating, inspirational . . . some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane
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Charlotte Hall

Call:
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“Nurturing a Lifelong Love For Jesus, Each Other and Learning!”
Academic Excellence • Award Winning, Dedicated Teachers
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203 Charles St.
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.
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Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs
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