Sunday, March 20, 2016 ~ Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119
The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
Sunday Morning
Holy Days
Weekdays (Mon.-Thurs)

5:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:
Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Cemetery:
Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:
Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Adoration/Benediction:
1st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“.…stay with me for one hour.”)

On Proper Dress for Mass

Last week I pleaded for restoring quiet inside the
Church. This week I want to consider how we
dress when going into God’s house.
1. Scripture – There is very little in Scripture that
seems to spell out the proper way to dress for
sacred worship. There is the general directive to
“Adore the Lord in holy attire” (Psalm 96:9; Ps
29:2)
2. Church norms and rules – There are no
official and specific Church norms or requirement
for lay persons who attend Mass mentioned in
Canon Law or the Sacramentary that I am aware
of. For priests and other clergy there are many
rules and norms, but I am unaware of any
currently binding norms for the laity. Although
veils were once required for women, the 1917
Code of Canon Law was abrogated and the
current code is silent on any requirement.
3. Hence it seems that Culture supplies most of
the norms regarding what is considered
appropriate attire for Church. And, alas, our
culture is currently quite unhelpful to us in this
regard. Here in America we have become
extremely casual about the way we dress for just
about everything. It seems we almost never dress
up anymore. This has changed somewhat
dramatically in my own life time of just over 60
years. “Sneakers” or “tennis shoes” as we called
them were for sports or running around and
playing in the neighborhood. But we would never
even think of wearing them to school and

certainly not to Church. I remember having a
special set of shoes just for church. It was also
expected that I would go to Church in formal,
pressed trousers, a button down shirt, and, except
in the hottest months, a tie and even a suit jacket
in winter. My sisters and mother always wore a
dress. Pants would not even have been considered
for them. For the younger girls a skirt and a
blouse might be OK but preferably a dress with a
hat or veil.
But things changed dramatically around 1970.
Within a few years neckties were lost and jeans
and a t-shirts came to be the norm. Most of the
women lost the veil, and dresses gave way to
more casual pants suits and then also to other
more casual things like jeans etc. Shorts for men
and women, unthinkable in previous years also
began to appear in church as did tank tops and
other beach attire. Within ten years the culture of
dressing up for Church was almost wholly
abandoned. Now wearing a tie to Church would
seem stuffy and formal.
But this is where our culture has gone. It is not
just Church. Years ago when my family went out
to eat we almost always dressed up. Maybe it
wasn’t a full neck tie but at least trousers and a
button down shirt. Maybe not a formal dress for
mom and sis, but at least a skirt and blouse. A
restaurant was considered a semi-formal outing.
School was also considered a place where things
like jeans and informal t-shirts were out of place.
Going down town to shop meant we changed out
of shorts and put on something appropriate. Shorts
were basically for running around the house,
playing in the yard and such. But you just didn’t
go out to more public settings wearing shorts and
flip flops or even sneakers.
Pardon me for sounding like and old fud but I am
not really that old. My point is that culture has
changed, and changed rather quickly. This has
affected the Church as well. What we are fighting
is a strong cultural swing to the extremely
informal. Most people don’t even think of
dressing up for most things any more let alone
Church.

4. Hence at the cost of seeming old and stuffy I
might suggest a few norms and I hope you’ll
supply your own as well:
1. Men should wear formal shoes to Church.
We used to call these hard shoes (because
they were) but today many formal shoes
are actually quite comfortable.
2. Men should wear trousers (not jeans).
3. Men should never wear shorts to Church.
4. Men should wear a decent shirt, preferably
a button down shirt. If it is a pullover shirt
it should include a collar. Wearing a plain
t-shirt without a collar is too informal.
5. Men should consider wearing a tie to
Church and in cooler weather, a suit coat.
Some may consider this a bit too stuffy
and formal but who knows, you might be a
trend setter!
6. Women should wear decent shoes to
Church. Flip flops, beach sandals etc.
seem inappropriate.
7. Women should not wear shorts to Church.
8. Women, if they wear pants, should never
wear jeans to Church. Some nice slacks
that are not too tight can be fine.
9. Women should consider wearing a dress
or at least a skirt in preference to pants. It
just looks a bit more formal than pants.
10. Women should wear a nice blouse (if they
are not wearing a full dress). The blouse or
shirt they wear should not be too tight.
11. Sleeveless garments are pushing it a bit
but can be acceptable.
12. Women should never wear tank tops, tube
tops, spaghetti straps, or bare midriffs to
Church.

simply inappropriate if we really think about what
we are doing, where we are going and who it is
we will meet. It does not necessarily follow that
we must wear tuxedos and formal gowns. But
decent semi-formal attire seems wholly
appropriate. Sunday is special, God’s House is
special. Somethings really ARE important and our
clothing and demeanor ought to reflect this truth.
Something to consider on this Palm Sunday.

Well, you may have at this list. Add or subtract as
you will.
A final thought: Clothes say something about
what we think, what we value. They also
influence how we behave and feel. That our
culture has become so casual about everything
says something about us. I cannot exactly
articulate it but it seems to say, “nothing is really
all that important.” But that is not true. Going to
God’s house IS important. Being ministered to by
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords is
astounding. Casual attire in these circumstances is

The Ultrea Meeting originally scheduled for
March 23rd at 7:00 PM has been moved to March
30th. Please make a note of it.
A One-Liner to Ponder for the Week: “People
are funny: they want the front of the plane, middle
of the road, and back of the church.”
Last Weekend’s Collection was $2,671.
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