Sunday, March 6, 2016 ~ Forth Sunday of Lent – Year A Scrutinies

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call Fr. Conley @ 301-821-0954 or Fr. K @ 301-259-4119

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
5:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Holy Days
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Weekdays Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 a.m.
(at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:
Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

St. Francis Hall:
Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

Baptism:
Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Cemetery:
Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

School:
Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

The ever popular Soup and Stations returns on
Friday’s in Lent, beginning at 5:45 p.m. The
meatless soups get better each year, and the
fellowship does, too! Come join us! There is a
sign-up sheet in the vestibule, if you would like to
bring a favorite family recipe. Stations of the
Cross follow at 7 p.m.

Think of the impact if our own bishops would do
the same during this election year in preparation
for the anniversary.

Rosary for Life will be prayed in the Church this
Saturday, March 12th at 4:30 p.m. Won’t you give
Our Blessed Mother 30 minutes of your time once
a month?

So the anniversary of Fatima really begins this
Spring when the Angel of Peace appeared and
taught them to pray and sacrifice saying, "O Jesus,
I offer this for love of you, the conversion of
sinners, and in atonement for sins against the
Immaculate Heart of Mary."

Election Season is Upon Us: I know because my
phone is ringing off the hook, and my email is
bombarded with requests for money every day!

So who will you support after prayerful
consideration?

Yes, the primary/caucus season is upon us.
This may be the most important election we've
ever faced as a nation. It's clear we are selfdestructing. If things aren't turned around, the
country founded under God on the principle that
"all men...are endowed by their creator with
certain inalienable rights" may completely
disappear. It's already well on the way.
Of course, no man is our savior except Jesus
Christ, but a godly person after the heart of God
can be a leader who fosters and encourages
reform.
There is something else about this election that is
unique. The man or woman who steps into the
oval office after his or her inauguration will be
serving their first year during the 100th
anniversary year of the apparitions of Our Lady at
Fatima, Portugal.
Our Lady promised to protect that country and
preserve the faith there forever. Portugal was
spared the horrors of both the Spanish Civil war
next door and World War II. The masonic
government's attempts to suppress the faith also
failed. The bishops of Portugal considered it a
miracle due to their collegial consecration of
Portugal to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

And 2016 is the anniversary year of the three
apparitions of the guardian angel of Portugal to
the little shepherd children preparing them for Our
Lady's coming.

Let's all pray for the intercession of Our Lady of
Fatima for the upcoming election. We desperately
need a miracle, like the one in Portugal, to save
our poor country.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.

What are good things to do to increase prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving during Lent? Some
suggestions:
1. Prayer: daily Mass, daily rosary, and weekly
holy hour are an all-year standard to aim for,
especially if you're retired and don't have the
family obligations of the young. For families,
adding a daily Mass once a week, saying an
evening decade of the rosary with the children,
and attending Stations together as a family offers
a great example to children. Weekly (or even
daily) Stations of the Cross if you can will be a
constant reminder of the need for personal
repentance and atonement for our country. Saying
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy every day or even a
few times a week would also be an appropriate
choice, meditating on the Lord's passion. One can
combine the Stations and the Chaplet by going
through the stations as you say it. During the first
decade the first three stations, the second decade
the next three, etc.
Choosing a special Lenten companion is also a
great way to pray through Lent. St. Francis de
Sales has a set of Lenten sermons that provide
much food for meditation. Blessed Anne
Catherine Emmerich and Blessed Mary of Agreda
both experienced revelations about the passion of
Our Lord that have been published. Reflecting on
the Seven Dolors of Mary (which you can find on
the EWTN web site) can draw you closer to the
Mother of God who shared her Son's passion
more than anyone else. Magnificat offers a
beautiful Lenten companion. We have 3 left in the
vestibule for you.
2.Fasting: Food isn't the only way to fast and may
not be the best. What are you too attracted to? Is
there something that borders on an obsession?
Computer games? text-messaging? TV? Fasting
doesn't mean living in moderation; we should do
that all year long. It really means giving up
something extra that's a basic. The traditional
Lenten fast is to eat one full meal a day and two
smaller that don't add up to a full meal. Of course,
in our land of excess, what constitutes a full meal
is relative. If you already consume enough
calories at one meal for an entire day, a little selfexamination is in order. But even a small sacrifice
can draw you closer to God. Don't make it an all

or nothing situation and if you goof up one day,
just start over. The Lord knows what spoiled
children we are and he loves even our feeble
efforts. I remember reading a book once where the
author said that part of the cross we carry is the
fact we carry it so badly. So if you fall, remember
Jesus showed us what to do: keep getting up and
putting one foot in front of the other.
I know of a wonderful young man who gave up
his bed last year for Lent. He slept on the floor
with nothing more than a pillow and a blanket for
40 nights! What a fast that was!
3. Almsgiving: Do acts of charity. Don't just give
money, although that's good - give of yourself.
Visit a nursing home. Join the 40 Days of Life in
your city and pray outside an abortion mill. Visit a
crisis pregnancy center with a bag of new baby
clothes and diapers. Call your elderly aunt who
hasn't heard from you in ages and tell her you love
her. Make peace with an estranged family
member. The ideas are endless. If you have
children get them involved in doing some secret
charity. Do you know a family in trouble in these
hard economic times? How about leaving a bag of
groceries at their front door with an anonymous
love note. Or drop a few bucks in our poor box.
Don't let Easter Sunday find you regretting that
you did nothing or very little for Lent. I've been
there, and am determined I won't be again.
And you?
Adopt A Monsignor
Msgr. Fisher (who went to seminary with Fr.
Mark and is the Vicar for Clergy) will be with us
for the Easter Triduum. On the “Important Parish
News” web page tab is a link to sign-up to show
him some real Southern Maryland hospitality (and
your culinary skills), and to pray for him. There
are 12 slots available.
Help Wanted: Painters to paint the interior
rectory walls. See me if you would like to head
up this project.
Last Weekend’s Collection was $3,082.
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Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Homes and Crematory

Family Owned & Operated for Five Generations
Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road, Route 5 • Charlotte Hall
211 St. Mary’s Avenue • La Plata
22955 Hollywood Road • Leonardtown
301-472-4400 • www.brinsfieldecholsfuneral.com
301-934-8342 • www.arehartechols.com
301-475-5588 • www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Garyton C. Echols, Jr. • Garyton C. Echols, III • David C. Echols • Edward N. Brinsfield, Jr.

THIS WILL DO IT!
Call 410-578-3600

La Plata

800-479-4120

(O) 301.609.9282
(C) 301.643.3960

16” 1 Topping Pizza $9.99 (Carryout)

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

rnkweightman@aol.com
www.marykay.com/kweightman

With This Coupon

You may be surprised!

"For the Love of Stray Cats"
an easy "purrfectly" insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Personalized • Full Color Designs
Call 1-800-934-1620

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”
. . . Over 200 "Minute Meditations
for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful,
motivating, inspirational . . . some
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

Burch Propane

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Call 1-800-934-1620 / 410-578-3600 for pricing
or email: printing@fataonline.com
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www.bryantown.org

Independent Sales Director

Charlotte Hall Center

for more
information

13735 Notre Dame Place
Bryantown

“The Next Best Thing to the Fountain of Youth”

Charlotte Hall

Call:
1-800-934-1620

Pre-K through Eighth Grade

“Nurturing a Lifelong Love For Jesus, Each Other and Learning!”
Academic Excellence • Award Winning, Dedicated Teachers

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

203 Charles St.

301-934-4670

It's

St. Mary’s Catholic School, Bryantown
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
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Space
Available.
Please Call Us At

1-800-934-1620

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.

1-800-924-2030

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years
with Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

Send $10.00 to FATA:
P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ... Remember
your special days, events, people ...
Call to discuss
1-800-934-1620
Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs
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