Sunday, February 21, 2016 ~ Second Sunday of Lent

Rev. Rory T. Conley, Administrator
Deacon J. M. Butkiewicz
11555 St. Mary’s Church Road
Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622
Phone: 301-934-8825
Fax: 301-934-0245
Email: stmary.charlottehall.md@adwparish.org
Website: www.stmarychurchnewport.org
Emergency Requiring a Priest call 301-821-0954

The Eucharist:
Saturday Evening
5:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Holy Days
8:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Weekdays Mon.-Thurs. 8:00 a.m. (at St. Mary’s Bryantown Church, until further notice)

Reconciliation:

St. Francis Hall:

Every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or upon request

Contact the Rectory Office for information at
301-934-8825

Matrimony:
Contact the Pastor six months before the
anticipated day.

Baptism:
Arrangements are made at the Rectory.
At least one of the sponsors must be a
practicing Catholic.

Cemetery:
Those who wish to purchase plots should call
Catholic Cemeteries at 301-932-1766.

Christian Education (CCD):
Call Mary Ellen Heinze, DRE at 301-934-4352.

School:
Archbishop Neale School (PK-8)
105 Port Tobacco Road
La Plata, Maryland 20646
Phone: 301-934-9595

Adoration/Benediction:
!st Sunday each month from 11:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. (“…stay with me for one hour.”)

The ever popular Soup and Stations returns on
Friday’s in Lent, beginning at 5:45 p.m. The
meatless soups get better each year, and the
fellowship does, too! Come join us! There is a
sign-up sheet in the vestibule, if you would like to
bring a favorite family recipe. Stations of the
Cross follow at 7 p.m.
Southern Maryland Ultreya (a Spanish word
meaning “to keep on going” or “onward”) meets
Wednesday, February 24th at 7:00 p.m. in the
Hall. If you feel called to a deeper commitment to
your faith, if you want to more fully understand
the mission you are called to through your
baptism, or if you are looking for a way to sustain
your Christian journey, come join us! (And bring
a snack to share!)
This Weekend’s Word of Life:
“Our son was born with Down syndrome in
2007.”

(You youngsters can explain to the elders what
happens when a QR code is scanned from a
smartphone!)
Communion in the hand while standing?
In my efforts to restore a sense of the sacred, I
have often been accused of being “pre-Vatican
II.” I usually correct them by saying I am exactly
Vatican II. The Second Vatican Council called for
very few changes in the liturgy, understanding
that there had been a great many changes to the
Roman liturgy over the centuries, to be sure, but
they had been gradual and organic, and typically
imperceptible. However, in all of church history,
there was never anything like what happened in
the years following this Council, in respect to the
liturgy.
In the Gospel we see Peter, James and John fall
prostrate before the presence of God – So perhaps
it is time to shed some light on one of those postVatican II “innovations” – Communion in the
hand while standing. First, a little history lesson
…
The practice of receiving Holy Communion in the
hand first began to spread in Catholic circles
during the early 1960s, primarily in Holland.
Shortly after Vatican II, due to the escalating
abuses in certain non-English speaking countries
(Holland, Belgium, France and Germany), Pope
Paul VI took a survey of the world's bishops to
ascertain their opinions on the subject. On May
28, 1969 the Congregation for Divine Worship
issued Memoriale Domini, which concluded:
"From the responses received, it is thus clear that
by far the greater number of bishops feel that the
present discipline [i.e., Holy Communion on the
tongue] should not be changed at all, indeed that
if it were changed, this would be offensive to the
sensibility and spiritual appreciation of these
bishops and of most of the faithful." After he had
considered the observation and the counsel of the
bishops, the Supreme Pontiff judged that the longreceived manner of ministering Holy Communion
to the faithful should not be changed. The
Apostolic See then strongly urged bishops, priests
and the laity to zealously observe this law out of
concern for the common good of the Church.
Despite the vote, in 1969 Pope Paul VI decided to
strike a compromise with his disobedient bishops

on the continent. Given “the gravity of the
matter,” the pope would not authorize
Communion in the hand. He was, however, open
to bestowing an indult – an exception to the law –
under certain conditions: first, an indult could not
be given to a country in which Communion in the
hand was not an already established practice;
second, the bishops in countries where it was
established must approve of the practice “by a
secret vote and with a two-thirds majority.”
Beyond this, the Holy See set down seven
regulations concerning communion in the hand;
failure to maintain these regulations could result
in the loss of the indult. The first three regulations
concerned: 1) respecting the laity who continue
the traditional practice (of receiving kneeling and
on the tongue), 2) maintaining the laity’s proper
respect of the Eucharist, and 3) strengthening the
laity’s faith in the real presence.
So how did Communion in the hand come to
America?
In 1975 and again in 1976, Archbishop Joseph
Bernardin, the president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops (NCCB)
attempted in vain to garner two-thirds of the
bishops to vote in favor of receiving Communion
in the hand. The following year – which coincided
with the end of Bernardin’s term as president –
brought one final attempt. Bernadin appointed
Archbishop Quinn, who became Bernardin’s
immediate successor as NCCB president, to be the
chief lobbyist for Communion in the hand. During
the proceedings a brave bishop requested a survey
of the bishops be taken – this survey would ask
each bishop whether or not Communion in the
hand was widely practiced in his diocese, for
without the practice’s current wide-use the first
condition of the indult would not be satisfied.
*Of course, everyone knew that Communion in
the hand was not a previously established practice
in the United States.
Though his request was seconded and supported
in writing by five other bishops, Bernardin had the
motion dismissed as “out of order.” The bishops
then voted ... only to once more fall short of the
two-thirds majority. This, however, did not end
the matter. Bernardin decided to (unlawfully)

begin gathering “absentee votes” from any bishop
he could find – including retired bishops who no
longer administered any dioceses. Consequently,
the number was adjusted to meet the two-thirds
majority.
St. Thomas Aquinas reminds us, with respect to
Communion in the hand … that reverence
demands that only what has been consecrated
should touch the Blessed Sacrament. He writes:
“ The dispensing of Christ's body belongs to the
priest for three reasons. First, because . . . he
consecrates in the person of Christ . . . Secondly,
because the priest is the appointed intermediary
between God and the people, hence as it belongs
to him to offer the people's gifts to God, so it
belongs to him to deliver the consecrated gifts to
the people. Thirdly, because out of reverence
toward this sacrament nothing touches it but what
is consecrated, hence the corporal and the chalice
are consecrated, and likewise the priest's hands,
for touching this sacrament. Hence it is not lawful
for anyone else to touch it, except from necessity
— for instance, if it were to fall upon the ground,
or else in some other case of urgency.”
Mother Teresa once said, "Wherever I go in the
whole world, the thing that makes me the saddest
is watching people receive Communion in the
hand." Even the great Pope Saint John Paul II
reportedly said: "There is an apostolic letter on the
existence of a special valid permission for this
[Communion in the hand]. But I tell you that I am
not in favor of this practice, nor do I recommend
it.”
Communion on the tongue helps to foster a proper
sense of reverence and piety. To step up and
kneel, and receive on the tongue, is an act of utter
and unabashed humility. In that posture to receive
the Body of Christ, you become less so that you
can then become more. It requires a submission of
will and clear knowledge of what you are doing,
why you are doing it, and what is about to happen
to you.
Mass Ministries Schedule March-April now
available on-line or see the Deacon for hard copy.
Last Weekend’s Collection was $3,501.
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- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.

Quick-reading, inspiring,
cheering.....
A meaningful gift for
those you care about.
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