Saint Wenceslaus
Catholic
Church

Friar Timothy Dore, OFM Cov.
Pastor
Rogelio D’Almeida
Pastoral Associate
Barbara Nobles
Administrative Assistant
Parish Office
2111 Ashland Avenue........410-675-7304
FAX ..................................410-675-5746
E-mail: SWenceslaus@archbalt.org
Web site: http://www.stwen.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/swenceslaus/
The Lucielle Fitzgerald Outreach Center
861 N. Duncan St. .......410-675-3038
E-mail: 17LFitzgerald@gmail.com
St.Wenceslaus is "twinned" with St. Ann Church,
at Greenmount Ave. and E. 22nd St.
410-235-8169
Masses at St. Ann: Sunday – 11:00 a.m.
Thursday - 7:00 p.m.

COLLINGTON and ASHLAND AVENUES
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21205

MASSES
SUNDAY :00 am
WEEKDAYS
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. Wencesuals Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
HOLYDAYS
As announced in the bulletin
CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:00 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
Prayer Before the Crucifix - Fridays at 8:00 a.m.
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:00 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist
June 24, 2018

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
Today we celebrate the birth of John the Baptist. As the feast occurs on the same date each year, most
times it’s celebrated on a weekday, but not so this year! When the twenty-fourth of June occurs on a Sunday,
the Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist takes precedence over the regular Sunday Mass
(therefore, this year the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time is not observed this year). So exactly why do we
celebrate this feast with such importance? Perhaps a study of Zechariah, the father of John, will give us at least
one insight into this . . .
The story of Zechariah in today’s Gospel can only be understood by remembering what had been
recorded in the earlier part of the first chapter of Luke. Nine months earlier, the Angel Gabriel had first
appeared to him while he was fulfilling his priestly duties in the temple. This event is recorded to have caused
Zechariah great fear, and he doubted the angel’s announcement that he and his wife Elizabeth would conceive
and bear a child in their old age. Therefore the angel proclaimed Zechariah would be made “speechless and
unable to talk” until the day the child would be born, “because he did not believe the angel’s words” (see Luke
1:5-20).
According to today’s Gospel, when the child was born his mother Elizabeth insisted on naming him
John, contrary to the tradition of the family. When questioned about it, and for his part, Zechariah “asked for a
tablet and wrote, ‘John is his name’” (see Luke 1:63). Months earlier in the temple, this is what the Angel
Gabriel had commanded Zechariah to do. Again, it’s important to recall those words of the angel found in the
earlier part of the Gospel; he had proclaimed: “Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him
John” (see Luke 1:13). And so, he faithfully named the child “John.” This act of obedience and fidelity to
God’s promise then opened the mouth of Zechariah so that he could once again speak. And at that moment,
everyone was amazed!
One lesson for us, as we celebrate this feast day, is that we too are given many opportunities in our lives
to rise above our doubts and fears. Sometimes following God’s will may not at first make sense to others, but if
we do so, like Zechariah ultimately did, then many opportunities will be given to us to affirm the plan of God in
our lives–even when it seems most difficult, fearful, and/or uncertain. And then in doing so we will be given all
of the graces we need to find happiness and contentment during our lives. When we follow God’s will for our
lives, even when not easy, then we will like Zechariah have the opportunity to also “open our mouths” and be
effective witnesses for God! It won’t take some fantastic, earth shaking, and momentous event, on par with the
Nativity of John the Baptist, for such power to manifest in our lives. But we must always strive to rise above
our doubts and fears, and remain open to the promise of life and the fullness of grace constantly given to us by
our God, even in the very “little things.”
As we celebrate the birth of John the Baptist, and the miraculous events preceding it, let’s pray that by
our witness of faith those around us will also see the great wonders that God can do. Let’s recommit ourselves
in faith and like Zechariah renew our faith and become instruments of God in our world!
Praise God! Friar Timothy
PRAYER REQUEST
Keep in prayer our sick, homebound and recovering

members, especially Datangnan Allen (Essie Allen’s
son), Mamie Gregory, Irene Gist, Albert J. Novak,
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II, Sherlynn Pitts, Mary Schwartz, Evelyn Turner,
Lillian Tyler. Remember also Fr. Timothy and his
family, our relatives, friends, the elderly, lonely, the
poor, destitute, unemployed, homeless, helpless, our
city, those who serve our country in the military, those
who have no one to pray for them, our world and all
the needs recorded in our parish prayer intention book.
FR. PETER LYONS TO VISIT
Today we welcome Fr. Peter back to celebrate mass
with us. After mass please join us for some light
refreshments in the Refectory/Courtyard as we share
fellowship and celebrate Fr. Peter’s visit!
PRAYER WALK FOR PEACE
Please join Bishop Madden for his next prayer walk on
Wednesday, June 27, at St. Ambrose Church, 4502
Park Heights Ave., 21218. The evening will begin
with a light meal at 5:30 p.m. and a prayer in the
church and end before 7:30 p.m. During the walk, we
will pray at specific locations that have been affected
by violence, and for a change of heart to those given to
violence.
FATHER’S DAY NOVENA
We began our nine day novena of masses for fathers
on Sunday. Envelopes are on the table in back of the
church to list names to be placed on the altar for the
novena. A free will offering may be enclosed but is
not required. During the masses we will offer prayers
and blessings for all fathers.
JULY 11 BASEBALL GAME
The Baltimore Orioles will host the children and youth
of our Pastorate churches at a game against the NY
Yankees at Camden Yards on Wednesday, July 11th
at 7:05 pm. The Orioles will provide 3 buses to
pick up the group at 5:30 pm in front of St.
Wenceslaus church and depart promptly at 5:45
pm. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the back of
the church if you want your child to attend.
THE SHEET MUST BE COMPLETELY FILLED
OUT IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE!!
SUFFERING SERVANTS OF FAITH WORKSHOP

Those of you signed up to attend the Black Catholic
Apostolate of the Diocese of Harrisburg workshop on
Saturday, June 30th, 10:00 am – 3:30 pm we will
depart St. Wenceslaus church at 7:45 am, NLT 8:00

am See flyer on bulletin board in back of church for
more information.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1stReading
Wisdom 1:13–15; 2: 3–24
2ndReading
2 Corinthians 8:7,9, 3–15
Gospel
Mark 5: 21–43
MASS INTENTIONS
Sun
Jun 24 9:00 a.m.
Father’s Day Novena
Tues Jun 26 8:00
Father’s Day Novena
Wed Jun 27
Father’s Day Novena
Thur Jun 28
Father’s Day Novena
Fri
Jun 29
Charles & Evelyn White
SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Mass
Attendance
Collection

6/17/18
6/18/17

9:00 a.m.

91

$1,568.55
$2,100.70

FOOD PANTRY SUMMER HOURS
The Food Pantry services Families/individuals who are
in most need of food. We are open every Wednesday
& Thursday during the months of June, July & August,
from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. For more information
contact Alicia Champlin at 410-675-3038 or cell 443722-6652.
CRAB FEAST JULY 21
The Crab Feast benefits the Lucielle Fitzgerald
Outreach Center Food Pantry and will be held on
Saturday, July 21 from 2:00–6:00 pm. Tickets are
$55 each. ADVANCE TICKET SALES ONLY, NO
TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR. Purchase your
ticket(s) now at the church office or contact Alicia
Champlin for more information at 443-722-6652.
ARCHDIOCESAN MISSION COOPERATIVE APPEAL

On Sunday, July 1, 2018, and as part of the
Archdiocese of Baltimore's Mission Cooperative Plan,
we will welcome (to both St. Wenceslaus and to St.
Ann) Sister Anceline and Sister Divya, both members
of the Daughters of Mary, a community of missionary
sisters. They will be speaking at the Mass about the
missionary efforts of their community, and their
service to the Church and to the people for whom they
minister. We ask our parishioners to be generous in
response to the mission appeal on July 1st! Welcome
Sisters!
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“Celebrating Memories of a Lifetime” us at 410-578-3600
Serving Families For Over 60 Years
www.marchfh.com
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“Where Memories are Preserved”
8710 Dogwood Road, Baltimore, MD 21244
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)
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WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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