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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
9:00 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 10:15 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Fifth Sunday of Lent,
Third Scrutiny
March 18, 2018

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
We believe that the “pillars of Lent” are prayer, fasting and alms-giving. As we know, each of these virtues
requires both sacrifice and mercy, and they are oriented towards right relationships with God and with other people.
We believe that our prayers, our sacrifices and our acts of charity, are ultimately motivated by our desire to unite our
lives with Jesus. We love that he shows mercy towards all, and that he made the ultimate sacrifice in order to save
us! Jesus also firmly teaches us that the virtues of mercy and sacrifice must always be so closely related that one
must never be understood apart from the other. Unfortunately, we might have experienced at times a kind of tension
between these two virtues.
Some might be tempted to place a higher value on the Christian call to “sacrifice;” others might believe
“mercy” to be more important than any other obligation. With regard to these, we might even misunderstand what
the Scriptures themselves teach us about sacrifice and mercy. For example, we read in the Old Testament Book of
Hosea: “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings” (see Hosea
6:6). These words were written more than seven hundred years before Jesus began his public ministry, and in his
preaching, Jesus quotes them. He states: “Go and learn the meaning of the words, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ I
did not come to call the righteous but sinners” (see Matthew 9:13).
At first glance, and in contrast to this, the words of the Gospel today seem to place a greater emphasis on the
virtue of sacrifice. Today we hear: “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit” (see John 12:24). These words, biblically framed
between the days leading up to the events of Holy Week, and the actual sufferings and death of Jesus, clearly tell us
that sacrifice is a key component of the Christian life.
But we might ask: “Where then does ‘mercy’ fit into this picture?” In order to answer this question, I believe
we must consider the example given by the entire life and ministry of Jesus. His public ministry was one totally
characterized by acts of care, compassion and mercy for others, especially towards those who were most in need, and
towards those who were the most marginalized of society. I believe the adjective “merciful” might perhaps best
characterize the manner in which Jesus related to the people he served. It was precisely because of this that the
Pharisees, the other religious “leaders” of his day, and the secular Roman authorities were so infuriated by him. For
this reason they decided to have him arrested, persecuted and killed.
It is exactly because of the mercy Jesus had shown towards others, that he was led to the Cross on Calvary.
In this sense, it is clear to us who are Christian that the virtues of mercy and sacrifice cannot be understood apart
from one another.
During these days of Lent we have practiced the great virtues of prayer, fasting and alms-giving. May these
acts of sacrifice and mercy truly unite our lives to Jesus, and may they lead us joyfully to the hope of new life
offered to each one of us at Easter!

Praise God! Friar Timothy
PRAYER LIST
Keep in prayer our sick, homebound and recovering
members, especially Mary Clayton, Mamie Gregory,
Irene Gist, Albert J. Novak, II, Mary Schwartz,
Marie Troch, Damion Tucker, Sr., Evelyn Turner,
Lillian Tyler, Robert (Bob) Young (Doris
Campbell’s brother). Remember also Fr. Timothy
and his family, our relatives, friends, our city, those

who serve our country in the military, our world and
all the needs recorded in our parish prayer intention
book.
PRAY FOR THE SOUL
For those parishioners who knew church member
Beatrice Hradsky we recently found out that Ms
Hradsky had passed away in 2017.
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CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
Today our second collection is for The Catholic Relief
Services. Funds for this collection helps provide food
to the hungry and support to those displaced refugees.
We thank you for your generous support.
SPRING INVESTMENT CLUB
Week 1 Winners
$100 – Greg Petr #1404
Seller: Church
$50 – Richard Bianconi #0836 Seller: Subscription
$25 – Michael P. Stange #0265
Seller: Church
CHURCH CLEANING
Thank you to all those members of the parish who came
out to help with the cleaning of our church. If you were
unable to help last Saturday please join us on March 24th
at 1:00 p.m. No need to sign-up just show-up. Many
hands make light work of cleaning and there is
something for every age level to do. Thank you for your
support.

LENTEN FISH FRY
This is the last Friday for our Lenten Fish Fry held
from 12:00–7:00 p.m. Remember to call in your order
early (443-802-3228). For a $12 donation – a dinner
includes fish, 2 sides, cornbread and a soda. A $7
donation – get a fish sandwich on white bread. ALL
ORDERS ARE TAKE-OUT ONLY. Order forms
are on the table in the back of the church.
MEN’S CLUB BRUNCH AND RAFFLE
The Men’s Club Annual Brunch will be held on
Sunday, April 8th in the church rectory after mass.
There will be a drawing for the following prizes: 1st
prize – 40” Flat Panel HD Color TV, 2nd prize –
$150 cash, 3rd prize – $75 cash. You do not have to
be present to win. Raffle tickets can be purchased for
a donation of $1 each or seven for $5 at the church
office or from any Men’s Club member.
OUTREACH CENTER RE-DEDICATION
Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 21st the rededication ceremony of The Lucielle Fitzgerald
Outreach Center. There will be a Mass held at 9:00
a.m. in the church followed by the ribbon cutting
ceremony at the center. Light refreshments will be
served in the Refectory. For more information contact
Alicia Champlin at 410-675-6038 or 443-722-6652

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Palm Sunday
1stReading
Isaiah 50: 4–7
2ndReading
Philippians 2: 6–11
Gospel
Mark 14: 1–15:47 or 15: 1–39

Tues

MASS INTENTIONS
Mar 18 9:00 a.m.
Richard & Marie
Harden
Mar 20 8:00

Wed
Thur
Fri

Mar 21
Mar 22
Mar 23

Sun

Gilbert & Dorothy Goetz

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
3/11/2018
Mass
Attendance
Collection

9:00 a.m.

86

Last Year’s Total 3/12/17

$1,595.00
$1,301.90

REFRESHMENTS IN PARLOR
Please join us in the front parlor after mass for some
light refreshments and a bit of conversation. We thank
the Fund Raising Committee for hosting this Sunday’s
fellowship social. See Shrene Burnett if you wish to
host a Sunday. Thank you for all your support.
EASTER FLOWERS…
To remember a loved one with flowers on the altar at
Easter, please fill out this form and return it to the
office or place it in the collection basket. The
requested offering is $8.

Name(s) to be
remembered__________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Name of Donor
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise
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This Space Available
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WEEKLY
This
Space
Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Grow Your
Business
Here!
If interested please call

“Celebrating Memories of a Lifetime” us at 410-578-3600
Serving Families For Over 60 Years
www.marchfh.com

EAST: 1101 E. North Avenue - Baltimore, MD 21202 - 410-727-3300
WEST: 4300 Wabash Avenue - Baltimore, MD 21215 - 410-542-2400
March Life Tribute Center, PA
5616 Old Court Rd, Randallstown, MD - 410-655-0110

SPACE
AVAILABLE

“Where Memories are Preserved”
8710 Dogwood Road, Baltimore, MD 21244
410-944-8300

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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