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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
9:00 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 10:15 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 5, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
Today we find another example of Jesus’ frequent and severe criticism of the Pharisees (see Matthew 23:1-12).
This was all about their lack of humility and their inability to place themselves in true service to others. It’s certainly
worth a very careful reading and reflection upon every one of the “pharisaical errors” we hear about today! Jesus
repeatedly emphasized how those with “true faith” needed to avoid behaving as they did. He said: “The scribes and the
Pharisees have taken their seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you, but
do not follow their example. For they preach but they do not practice” (see verses 2-3). In contrast, Jesus wanted his
disciples to demonstrate their faith by placing themselves in service to others, especially to the most marginalized and
needy among them. Therefore, he warned them not to follow the corrupt and untrustworthy “leadership,” of the
Pharisees.
The type of criticism Jesus had for the Pharisees and other “religious leaders” was nothing new. Even in the days
of the Old Testament Book of Malachi, the priests of the people were rebuked for their lack of faith and for failing to
serve God’s people! And it’s not coincidental we find a clear example of this in today’s first reading (see 1:14b-2:2b, 810). Those priests were warned they had not “given glory to the Lord’s name,” and because of their infidelity “a curse
would be sent upon them” (cf. 2:2). Malachi clearly proclaimed they had “turned aside from the way, had caused many to
falter by their instruction, and had made void the covenant of their fathers” (cf. 2:8). Instead of serving and leading their
people into faithful relationships with God, they had led them astray. This was the same criticism Jesus had for the
Pharisees.
As I reflect on today’s Scriptures, I’m sadly compelled to contemplate the possibility there might be “modern day
Pharisees” among us. These would be “religious leaders” who’ve failed “to give glory to God’s name” by the way
they’ve lived their lives. Such “leaders” have failed to be true servants and witnesses to God’s love and forgiveness. And
as we’ve seen in both the Old and New Testaments, such “leaders” have “caused many to falter by their instructions.”
These are precisely the ones whose example Jesus warns us not to follow because they “don’t practice what they preach.”
Lamentably, I’m sure many of us can think of examples of such “modern day Pharisees” who through the scandals
they’ve caused or facilitated have “made void the covenant of their fathers.”
But it isn’t simply corrupt “religious leaders” who might fall into “pharisaical error.” I think all of us, to some
degree or another, must guard ourselves against temptations to similarly conduct our “religious” lives. As much as clergy
and professional church workers are called to be completely authentic in living their lives of faith, so too are all baptized
Christians. No one of us must ever be hypocritical through our “religious” words and actions! And we must be
“servants” to all. I think this is what Jesus really meant when he told his followers “do not follow the example of the
scribes and Pharisees.”
As we contemplate today’s message, we might also consider that visitors and strangers may come into our
churches looking for refuge from the difficulties of life. Some of these people, especially those who have been
marginalized and who may have felt estranged from God, are searching for forgiveness, for love, for peace, and for
acceptance. If when they enter they encounter nothing but “modern day Pharisees,” who simply wish to “tie up heavy
burdens hard for people to carry, but who won’t lift a finger themselves” (see verse 4), why should we be surprised when
they then turn away from us and don’t return?
My friends, let’s never allow ourselves, our parish communities, our churches, and our “religious leaders” to
commit the “pharisaical errors” of the past. To the contrary, let’s always put into practice the very last words of Jesus in
today’s Gospel in which he said: “The greatest among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”

Praise God! Friar Timothy
PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Mamie Gregory, Irene
Gist, Beatrice Hradsky, Albert J. Novak, II, Mary

Schwartz, Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler. Remember
also Fr. Timothy and his family, our relatives, friends,
our city, our world and all the needs recorded in our
parish prayer intention book.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 5, 2017
INVESTMENT CLUB WINNERS
Week 2 Winners:
$100 – Jen Plotkin #0746
Seller: Daniel Kerekes
$ 50 – A. M. Procanyn #0283
Seller: Church
$ 25 – A. Wallingford #0745
Seller: Daniel Kerekes
Week 3 Winners:
$100 – Naomi Santora Kelly #0742
Seller: Self
$ 50 – Lynette Weisgerber #1492
Seller: Church
$ 25 –Keith D. Simacek #0442
Seller: Church
BULL AND OYSTER ROAST
Our next parish event is the Bull and Oyster Roast on
Saturday, November 11th from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. at
Columbus Gardens. Tickets are available in the church
office at $40 each or $350 for a table of ten. Please take
a flyer on the table in the back of the church to help
promote this upcoming event.
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
The Parish Pastoral Council will hold its next meeting on
Tuesday, November 14th in the parish rectory at 7:00
p.m. All members are encouraged to attend! Any church
member may also attend these meetings.
THANKSGIVING DAY BOX
You can sign-up to receive a Thanksgiving Day Box for
a donation of $12.00 at the Lucielle Fitzgerald Outreach
Center Food Pantry every Wednesday and Thursday
until November 16th from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Boxes will be ready for pick up on Monday and
Tuesday, November 21st and 22nd from 10:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. The Food Pantry is located at 2100 E.
Madison Street and will be closed Wednesday and
Thursday, November 22nd and 23rd. Phone number is
410-675-3320.
ALL SOULS DAY NOVENA
Our annual All Souls Novena of Masses began on
Wednesday, November 2nd and will continue for the next
nine days. We remember the loved ones of our church
family who have died since last November. To list names
to be placed on the altar for the novena, please use the
envelopes in the back of the church. The Book of
Remembrance will be on display in the sanctuary
throughout the month of November. It contains names
from past years and space to add names of those recently
deceased.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Wisdom 6:12–16
nd
2 Reading
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18
Gospel
Matthew 25:1–13

Sun
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Fri

MASS INTENTIONS
Nov 5 9:00 a.m.
All Souls Novena
Nov 7 8:00
“
Nov 8
“
Nov 9
“
Nov 10
“

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Collection
Masses
Attendance
10/29/2017
9:00 a.m.
81
Total

$1,288.00

Last Year’s Total
10/30/2016

$1,187.03

OUTSIDE THE PARISH
REVIVAL! REVIVAL! REVIVAL!
Immaculate Conception & St. Cecilia Churches celebrate
the 20th Anniversary of the joint Revival Committee from
Nov. 7th – Nov 9th at 7:00 p.m. For more information see
flyer on bulletin board in back of church.
Historic St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church invites
you to join them for a Revival from Nov. 30th – Dec. 2nd.
Doors will open 6:30 p.m. each evening. Revivalist
Father Desmond is the guest speaker. For more
information contact Robert Taylor at 410-499-5872.
HOLIDAY TEA St. Ann Sista Circle will hold their
Annual Tea on Saturday, December 9th at St.
Matthew’s Church Hall, 5401 Loch Raven Blvd from
1 pm – 5 pm. Tickets are $45. For more information call
410-235-8169.
OFFICE OF BLACK CATHOLIC MINISTERIES
Celebration of Black Catholic History Gospel Concert
Brunch held at Historic St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church (Oliver & Caroline Streets) Saturday,
November 18th from 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Offering is
$10. For more information see flyer on table in back of
church.
Daniel Rudd Scholarship Fund provides scholarships
for low income students attending area Catholic
elementary and high schools. A Basket of Cheer will be
raffled off. Chances are $5 each or 5 chances for $20.
Deadline to purchase a chance is December 1st. Drawing
will be held on December 12th – you need not be present
to win. To purchase a chance(s) contact Antoinette
Shannon at 443-928-1650. See flyer on table in back of
church.
REFRESHMENTS IN PARLOR
Join us after mass in the front parlor for a little
fellowship and some refreshments.
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410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –
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3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224
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Redefining the Funeral Experience us at 410-578-3600
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West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Grow Your
Business
Here!

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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