Friar Timothy Dore, OFM Cov.
Pastor
Rogelio D’Almeida
Pastoral Associate
Barbara Nobles
Administrative Assistant
Parish Office
2111 Ashland Avenue........410-675-7304
FAX ..................................410-675-5746
E-mail: SWenceslaus@archbalt.org
Web site: http://www.stwen.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/swenceslaus/

Saint Wenceslaus
Catholic
Church

Lyceum
2100 E. Madison St. .......410-675-3320
St.Wenceslaus is "twinned" with St. Ann Church,
at Greenmount Ave. and E. 22nd St.
410-235-8169
Masses at St. Ann: Sunday – 11:00 a.m.
Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
9:00 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 17, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness, found in today’s Gospel, follows immediately after last week’s passage in
which he challenged his disciples to treat others with great deference and respect, even if they had “sinned” against
them. Today we’ve heard Peter’s question: “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive . . . as
many as seven times?” This was actually a rhetorical question (i.e., he already knew the answer), a fact illustrated
by his use of the number “seven.” Peter, and all of those who had been listening, would have understood the number
“seven” to mean “perfectly” and/or “without end.” Therefore, and to emphasize this sense of infinite forgiveness of
others, Jesus replied to Peter by saying: “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times” (see Matthew 18:2135). In some translations of this passage, and perhaps more emphatically making the point, it reads: “not seven, but
seventy times seven.” These words, no-matter how “the math” was done, were meant to convey the most superlative
sense possible about the Christian imperative to forgive others (i.e., infinity upon infinity, and to a limitless degree
most unimaginable).
We are we called to be forgiving because the Father in heaven has forgiven us, and we are to treat others as
we ourselves have been treated. Therefore the words from the Lord’s Prayer, “forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive others” must have very real and definitive meaning for us. And so, if someone claiming to be a Christian
receives forgiveness, but subsequently refuses to forgive others, then the grace and the peace of forgiveness, which
had been imparted to that so-called Christian, would then become null and void. We’re sure of this because Jesus
warned that such unforgiving people would be treated like those committed to debtors’ prison, where such people
were “handed over to the torturers until they paid back their whole debt.” Using this analogy, Jesus said: “So will
my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your brother or sister from your heart.” Hence Jesus
clearly taught those who failed to forgive others as they had been forgiven would be severely rebuked, and they
would suffer greatly. I truly believe we must be most attentive to this very clear admonition of Jesus; we should
never take for granted the grace, the mercy, the love, and the forgiveness of God, and we must treat others as we
ourselves have been treated. If we claim to be Christians, we have no choice about embracing Jesus’ teachings on
forgiveness. That’s the deal, and it’s as simple as that!
Are you angry with someone? Let it go! Has someone caused harm to you? Put it in the past! Is the desire
for vengeance preoccupying you? Dispel the thoughts! Do you struggle with the idea of pardoning the misdeeds
and/or mistakes of certain family members or friends? Be free of the burden! Are resentments and bitterness
toward others controlling your life? Cast those feelings aside! If the truth should be told, isn’t “forgiveness”
actually more about “the one who forgives” than it’s about “the one who is forgiven?” And so when we release from
our lives of all of the negative feelings and energies typically associated with the lack of forgiveness, then whatever
“power over us” the sin or the sinner might otherwise have had is simply driven away from our lives. I believe the
alternative (i.e., holding on to all of that non-forgiving nonsense) very much makes us vulnerable to great sufferings,
and that kind of metaphorical “being handed over to the torturers,” about which Jesus warned his followers. And
who wants that?
My friends, when Jesus told his disciples to forgive others “seventy-seven times” or even as many as “seventy
times seven,” he really meant what he was saying! And so, as we strive to continue treating others, even “sinners,”
with great deference and respect, let’s do so in the most superlative sense possible as we follow the Gospel
imperative about forgiveness. And then, after casting out all negative energies from our lives, and with genuine
words, sentiments, and deeds, let’s continue to pray: “Our Father . . . forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
others!”
Praise God! Friar Timothy

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 17, 2017
PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Mamie Gregory,
Irene Gist, Beatrice Hradsky, Sheila Lambert,
Albert J. Novak, II, Mary Schwartz, Marie Troch,
Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler. Remember also Fr.
Timothy and his family, our relatives, friends, our city,
those who serve our country in the military, our world
and all the needs recorded in our parish prayer
intention book.
FEAST DAY CELEBRATION…..
Remember Sunday September 24 we will
celebrate the Feast of St. Wenceslaus, the
Anniversary of our Parish and Family & Friends
Day. Our celebration will begin with Mass at 9:00 am,
to which our former members, family and friends,
have been invited. A potluck brunch will follow in the
church lyceum. Please sign the sign-up sheet on the
table in back of church to bring a dish(es) or help with
the setup/cleanup. Feast Day 50/50 raffle tickets are
still available in the church office and can be
purchased for $5 each.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Isaiah 55:6–9
2ndReading
Philippians 1:20c–24,27a
Gospel
Matthew 20:1–16a
MASS INTENTIONS
Sep 17 9:00 a.m.
Bro. Clarence CSSR &
For the Parishoners
Tues Sep 19 8:00
Nicholas C. Goldbeck
Wed Sep 20 8:00
Enid Fung
Thurs Sep 21 8:00
Fri
Sep 22 8:00
Enid Fung
Sun

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Collection
Masses
Attendance
9/10/2017

9:00 a.m.

89

Total

$1,724.13

Last Year’s Total
9/11/2016

$2,260.50

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP
On Saturday September 23 our parish leaders, along
with those from St. Francis Xavier, St. Ann and St.
Wenceslaus, will be participating in a "Pastoral
Leadership Day" to be held at St. Casimir Church
in Canton, from 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. It is hoped
that all of our Pastoral Council members, Finance
Council members, Parish Corporators, Religious
Education leaders, those who have been a part of our
"Pastorate" Planning meetings, and our Administrative
staffs will be present. A sign-up sheet is available on
the table at the entrance to the church for those
planning to attend.
LITGURY MEETING
There will be a Litgury meeting held on Tuesday,
September 26th at 7:00 pm in the parish rectory. All
members are asked to attend.
MEN’S CLUB
There will be a meeting of the St. Wenceslaus Men’s
Club Holy Name Society on Sunday October 1 at
10:30 am. The purpose of this meeting is to plan
events for our 2017-2018 year. All men of the parish
are encouraged to come. Refreshments will be served.
FALL INVESTMENT CLUB
The Fall Investment Club begins October 8 and
concludes on December 10. Each $10 membership
brings 40 chances to win cash prizes from $200 to $25.
Additional Tickets are available for purchase in the
church office.
OLDIES BUT GOODIES DANCE
The Survivors Club is sponsoring a night of old
fashion fun and dancing. Friday, October 20th in the
lyceum 9 pm – 1 am. Tickets are $10 per person and
can be purchased from any Survivors Club member.
See flyers in back of church for more information.
OUTSIDE THE PARISH. . . .
Oblate Sisters of Providence: “Tea Time” with the
Oblate Sisters of Providence. Saturday, October 21st
- 11:30 am – 3:00 pm, Sacred Heart Hall, 701 Gun
Road. Donation $35.
REFRESHMENTS IN PARLOR
Join us after mass in the front parlor for fellowship and
refreshments.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224
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This Space Available
If interested please call
Redefining the Funeral Experience us at 410-578-3600
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400
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Here!

Volunteer
for. . .

H
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A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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