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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
9:00 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 3, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
In today’s Gospel, Jesus told his disciples they would “journey” to Jerusalem, and there he would have to
suffer and to die (see Matthew 16:21-27). But he also consoled them with the promise of a subsequent resurrection
from the dead. In response to Jesus, Peter the Apostle expressed misgivings and grave reservations about what he
had foretold. Clearly, Peter didn’t want Jesus to experience any type of suffering and/or death, but Jesus rebuked
him for his lack of understanding. And he said to him: “you are thinking not like God, but rather like human beings.”
At that moment, it seemed Peter had focused too much on the promised turmoil of the passing difficulties ahead, and
not at all on the broader and long-range assurances of resurrection victory. Seizing on the moment, Jesus then said
to all his disciples: “whoever wishes to come after me, must deny themselves, take up their crosses, and follow me,
for whoever wishes to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.” Today, and
with the same urgency, I believe these words are clearly meant for us as well!
To be sure, our Christian calling includes the reality of many noble sacrifices demanded from us as we
“journey” through our lives. Jesus promised such! The ways of the “world,” or “as humans think,” certainly were
not part of this promise. In fact, not only did Jesus give us the ultimate example of this as he embraced the cross and
died, nearly all the Apostles were eventually martyred as well. Even Peter the Apostle, who as we saw in today’s
Gospel, had expressed qualms about such possibilities, also would one day be put to death by crucifixion (and just to
“add insults to injury,” it’s believed the enemies of Peter crucified him upside-down as they tormented him and put
him to death). Thanks be to God, the clear majority of us will never have to make such ultimate sacrifice of our lives
in service to the Gospel, but sacrifices we must make! This is the promise of Jesus!
And so, as we contemplate the message of today’s Gospel, we may ask ourselves the following: As
followers of Jesus, what does it mean for us “to deny ourselves, to take up our crosses, and to follow him?” In what
ways might we erroneously go about “wishing to save our lives” instead of correctly “losing them?” Are we tempted,
like Peter the Apostle, “to think not like God, but rather like human beings?” How much confidence do we place in
Jesus’ victory over sin, his desire to save us, and in the power of the resurrection, as we embrace the turmoil of the
passing difficulties in our lives? And so, “for Jesus’ sake,” how do we “lose our lives” in order “to find them?” To
be sure, and given the complexities of each of our individual lives, sometimes it’s not at all easy to answer these
questions! But to remain faithful, and as we accept whatever sacrifices we are called to embrace during the
“journey,” I believe we must continuously ponder our answers to these questions, and to others like them. And it’s a
good idea to do so as we apply our answers to both the small and to the great events of our lives. I believe doing so
will very much help to give us focus, a sense of purpose, and true confidence in God’s help and grace along the
“journey.”
My friends, let’s try as best as we can to put our qualms to rest as we accept the crosses placed before us!
Let’s put our misgivings aside as we profess our faith in Jesus and accept the demands he places upon us! Let’s not
hesitate to “journey” to Jerusalem with Jesus, even if it promises difficulties and trials! Let’s not object to the large
and the small sacrifices we are called to make! Above all, let’s never lose confidence in the promise of the
resurrection, which will give us the fullness of life, and give purposes to all the sacrifices we’ve been called to make
during the “journey” of our Christian lives! Let’s pray we will always “wish to follow Jesus, to deny ourselves, to
take up our crosses, and to remain faithful to him.” Let’s be sure that in “finding our lives” we always “wish to lose
them for Jesus’ sake!” Let’s encourage each other with this message! Amen!
Praise God! Friar Timothy
PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Mamie Gregory,

Irene Gist, Marie Holmes, Beatrice Hradsky, Sheila
Lambert, Albert J. Novak, II, Mary Schwartz,
Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 3, 2017
Remember also Fr. Timothy and his family, our
relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our country
in the military, our world and all the needs recorded in
our parish prayer intention book.
LABOR DAY PICNIC
We gather tomorrow for our Annual Labor Day Picnic,
10:00 am – 5:00 pm. at Rocky Point Park. Volunteers
are still needed to help thru out the day. Come join
us for a fun filled day. The church bus will provide
transportation to and from the park for a fee of $3.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Ezekiel 33: 7–9
nd
2 Reading
Romans 13:8–10
Gospel
Matthew 18:15–20

Sun

Sep

Tues Sep
Wed Sep
Thurs Sep
Fri

Sep

MASS INTENTIONS
3 9:00 a.m.
Fr. Robert Sisk, TOR
& For the Parishioners
5 8:00
Mary Cook
6 8:00
Dorothy Keough
7 8:00 Srs. Methodia & Eliazar SSND
(Gift of Hope Chapel)
8 8:00
Fr. Robert Sisk, TOR

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Collection
Masses
Attendance
8/27/2017
Total
Last Year’s Total
8/28/2016

9:00 a.m.

84
$1,481.89
$1,795.64

KEEP ON TEACHING 2017 RETREAT
Keep on Teaching theme is “The Believer Building to
Strengthen Discipleship", sponsored by the Office of
Black Catholic Ministries, will be held on Saturday,
September 9th at the Holy Family Catholic Church in
Randallstown, MD. Registration cost is $20.00. Forms
and more information are on the table in the back of
the church.
ALTAR FLOWERS
Parishioners are invited to make altar flower offerings
in honor of their loved ones. Flowers are $25 for
smaller arrangements and $40 for larger ones. Please

call the parish office for more information (410-6757304)
FEAST DAY CELEBRATION and more
Remember, Sunday, September 24 is the Feast of St.
Wenceslaus, the Annual celebration of the
Anniversary of our Parish and Family & Friends
Day. There will be more information in the next
bulletin.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
The Parish Pastoral Council will hold its next meeting
on Tuesday, September 12th in the parish rectory at
7:00 pm. This will be the first regular meeting held
after the summer recess. All members are expected to
attend.
BLESSINGS TO ALL OUR STUDENTS
A special blessing to all of our students returning back
to school. May the Lord guide you in this new school
year and grant you wisdom and knowledge to succeed
in your achievements. May He also bless the parents
and teachers and provide them with patience and the
desire to feed our young student’s eager minds.
UPCOMING EVENTS . . . .
Fall Investment Club begins, October 8th
Afternoon at the Races, October 15th
Oldies But Goodies Dance, October 20th
OUTSIDE THE PARISH . . .
ST. ANN CHRUCH: The Knights of Peter Claver/Ladies
Auxiliary St. Ann Court–25 Year Celebration, September
4–8, 2017, Wildwood, NJ. Cost $399. For more
information check flyer on bulletin board in vestibule of
church.
ST. AMBROSE CHRUCH: Community Day Under the
Tent, September 8 – 10th. 4502-4506 Park Heights Ave .
For more information see flyer on table in back of church
OBLATE SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE: “Tea Time” with
the Oblate Sisters of Providence. Saturday, October 21st at
11:30 am – 3:00 pm, Sacred Heart Hall, 701 Gun Road.
Donation $35.

REFRESHMENTS IN PARLOR
Volunteers are needed to help supply refreshments
each Sunday after mass. Please contact Shrene Burnett
443-570-7182 to schedule yourself or group. Your
help in continuing to make this a regular event is
greatly appreciated.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise
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ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space

This Space Available
If interested please call
Redefining the Funeral Experience us at 410-578-3600
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Grow Your
Business
Here!

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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