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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 27, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
In today’s Gospel (see Matthew 16:13-20), Jesus asked his disciples the following questions: “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?” and “Who do you say I am?” After reporting who others thought he might be (i.e.,
“John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets”), Simon Peter, speaking for all of the Apostles,
answered the second question by emphatically stating: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Because of
this profession of faith, Jesus told Peter “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah . . . flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my heavenly Father . . . You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church . . . I give you the
keys to the kingdom of heaven . . . Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
It’s interesting to me that Jesus’ affirmation of Peter is juxtaposed today against the narrative found in our
first reading in which we heard Shebna, master of the palace, was thrust from his office, pulled down from his station
and replaced by Eliakim, who was clothed with Shebna’s robes, girded with his sash and given his authority; the key
of the House of David was also placed on Eliakim’s shoulder (cf. Isaiah 22:19-23). Matthew’s original Jewish
audience, who heard about the affirmation of Peter, and who most surely knew the story of Shebna, would have
completely understood the not-so-subtle condemnation of the Pharisees it contained, and which was clearly intended
by Jesus. After all, shouldn’t the “religious leaders” of Jesus’ time have rightly inherited “the keys to the Kingdom”
otherwise given to Peter? I believe this is a very significant detail contained within this so-called “rock dialogue.”
And so, as had happened to Shebna of the Old Testament, the Pharisees were thrust from their positions of power
and were replaced by others; Peter and the twelve Apostles therefore became the new leaders of God’s people. The
Pharisees had abused their power and they had failed, and so they were subsequently denied the power of the Keys to
the House of David and to the Kingdom of God. Unlike the Apostles, and because of their blindness and
stubbornness, the high and mighty Pharisees had not been capable of recognizing whom Jesus was, that is “the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And so their authority was instead given to those simple fishermen from Galilee.
Let’s just think about that!
As I see it, a greater part of the actions and statements of Jesus during his “public ministry” were in conflict
with the “religious leaders” of the day. Truly it was a struggle between “good” and “evil.” Even in our own time,
isn’t it true we’ve been made aware of unfortunate connections between “religious authority” and the “abuse of
power?” We only need to think of recent scandals in our church that have damaged lives, shattered people’s faith,
and have ripped apart congregations and communities. I think there’s some kind of parallel between the failures of
some of our contemporary “religious leaders” and those of the Pharisees. In both cases, those who had authority
utterly failed in their responsibilities as God’s ministers to his people. Consequently, such “leaders” deserved to be
“thrust from their offices, pulled down from their stations and replaced as stewards of the Keys to the House of
David and to the Kingdom of God.”
And so, perhaps the “rock dialogue” might well serve as a warning to the “religious leaders” of our own
time, and by extension, as an admonition to those who might want to follow them “blindly.” As a result of their
moral inferiority, the Pharisees were incapable of recognizing Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God.” As
such, they completely failed to understand his message, and the radical new way of faith he advanced.
Consequently, they couldn’t fulfill God’s will and/or be instruments of salvation for his people; they led them astray
and so had to be replaced! This is why Jesus entrusted Simon Peter, a simple fishermen, and yet a man of great and
unblemished faith, with the authority to lead God’s people. Let’s pray that our leaders, and especially our Holy
Father Francis, always remain faithful in their responsibility to recognize “Jesus as the Christ, and the Son of the
living God!” Let’s also pray they’re always faithful stewards of “the Keys to the Kingdom!” Amen!
Praise God! Friar Timothy

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 27, 2017
PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Mamie Gregory,
Irene Gist, Marie Holmes, Beatrice Hradsky, Sheila
Lambert, Albert J. Novak, II, Mary Schwartz,
Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler.
Remember also Fr. Timothy and his family, our
relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our country
in the military, our world and all the needs recorded in
our parish prayer intention book.
PRAYER WALK FOR PEACE
Please join Bishop Madden for his next prayer walk on
Wednesday, August 30, at St. Ambrose Catholic
Church, 4502 Park Heights Ave. The evening will
begin with a light meal at 5:30 p.m. and a prayer in the
church and end before 7:30 p.m.
LABOR DAY PICNIC
We gather at Rocky Point Park in Essex for our
Annual Labor Day Picnic Monday, September 4th,
10:00 am – 5:00 pm. Tickets are available both in the
church office and at the park - $7 for adults and $4 for
children. Raffle tickets for prizes of $150, $100, and
$50 are $1 each or 6 for $5. Transportation on the
church bus is available for a $3 fee.
PICNIC VOLUNTEERS & CAKES
We need cakes for the Cake Wheel. You can drop
them off at the rectory on Sunday, September 3rd, or
bring them with you the day of the picnic. If you can
lend a hand before, during, or after the picnic there are
lots of tasks we need help with. Check the signup sheet
in the back of the church and please pitch in where you
can.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Jeremiah 20: 7–9
2ndReading
Romans 12:1–2
Gospel
Matthew 16:21–27
MASS INTENTIONS
Aug 27 9:00 a.m.
Alicia Champlin
& For the Parishioners
Tues Aug 29 8:00
Joseph & Katherine Kalista
Wed Aug 30 8:00
Marie K. Vicen
Thurs Aug 31 8:00
Fr. Joseph Adamec CSSR
(Gift of Hope Chapel)
Fri
Sep 01 8:00
Mary Cook
Sun

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Collection
Masses
Attendance
8/20/2017
Total
Last Year’s Total
8/21/2016

9:00 a.m.

76
$1,436.72
$1,091.64

KEEP ON TEACHING 2017 RETREAT
Keep on Teaching theme is “The Believer Building to
Strengthen Discipleship", sponsored by the Office of
Black Catholic Ministries, will be held on Saturday,
September 9th at the Holy Family Catholic Church in
Randallstown, MD. Registration cost is $20.00.
Registration forms and more information are on the
table in the back of the church.
UPCOMING EVENTS . . . .
Feast Day/Family & Friends Day, September 24th
Afternoon at the Races, October 15th
Oldies But Goodies Dance, October 20th
OUTS IDE THE PARIS H . . .
ST. ANN CHRUCH: The Knights of Peter Claver/Ladies
Auxiliary St. Ann Court–25 Year Celebration, September
4–8, 2017, Wildwood, NJ. Cost $399. For more
information check flyer on bulletin board in vestibule of
church.
ST. AMBROSE CHRUCH: Community Day Under the
Tent, September 8 – 10th. 4502-4506 Park Heights Ave .
For more information see flyer on table in back of church

NOW HIRING
Immediate Hospitality Openings. The Marriott Residence
Inn Baltimore at Johns Hopkins Medical Campus will be
hiring for a variety of job positions.
For more
information see flyers on table in back of church or on
bulletin board.
TRAINING PROGRAMS ALERT!
Maryland New Directions (MND) will be offering a
Commerical Transportation Career Training (CDL), Sept
18th – Oct 6th, and Maritime Transportation Distribution
and Logistics Training, Oct 16th – Nov 3rd. For more
information see flyers on table in back of church or on
bulletin board.
REFRESHMENTS IN PARLOR
Remember there will be refreshments in the rectory
front parlor each Sunday after mass. Come join us!
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ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.
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Family Dentistry
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Baltimore, MD 21224
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A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD
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*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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