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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 20, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
Today’s Gospel gives us the account of the Canaanite woman who pleads with Jesus to heal her tormented
daughter (see Matthew 15:21-28). She persistently “kept calling after” and cried out to Jesus: “Have pity on me,
Lord, Son of David!” The Gospel tells us the disciples simply suggested “sending her away.” We even heard what
seemed to be very harsh language on the part of Jesus when he said to her: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel . . . it is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” But those words were
really only meant to emphasize the fact she was not Jewish; the real story is she would be shown mercy by Jesus
none-the-less. In the end, Jesus recognized the “great faith” of that lowly, pagan, Canaanite woman, and she
therefore received the blessing of her daughter’s cure as a result. As usual in the Jesus story, there’s no doubt this
event absolutely scandalized the “religious leaders” of his time. In their eyes a person such as the Canaanite woman
deserved no attention, no respect, and certainly no blessings from those who were considered to be “the righteous.”
But Jesus changed all the rules! Unfortunately for us, I believe there are still some “religious leaders” and
“religious people” of our own time who are still shunning, showing contempt, and denying blessings to “modern day
Canaanite women.”
The fact is there are many people in our world who are “different” from us; we might even label such people
as “sinners” much the same way the religious leaders at Jesus’ time would have given that same label to the
Canaanite woman (and all of the people of her community). The “different” people in our lives might be members of
our own families, the people with whom we work, our neighbors, those sitting next to us in the church pews; they
might be foreigners, undocumented people, refugees, homeless people, drug addicts, panhandlers, gay and lesbian
people, republicans or democrats, etcetera, etcetera. The list could be rather long! Sometimes we might easily
judge these people and we may readily dismiss them by our thoughts, words, and/or actions. We might have
justified ourselves, and our conclusions, and believe that such people are unworthy of our attention and respect. But
just as Jesus allowed the Canaanite woman to express her faith and to show confidence in his power, I believe so too
must we allow for that possibility from the “different” people in our lives. The unfortunate fact is that some of these
people have been so maligned they’ve been reduced to believing they are “unworthy” of the respect of others; they
might then literally believe they’re only good enough to eat those metaphorical “scraps from the floor that fall from
the table of their masters.”
I believe the Church Jesus founded was meant to be inclusive and loving, and even radical in its embrace of
every single human being. It’s so sad to me to know that “religion” has often gotten in the way of what Jesus
intended for his Church, and for the people who call themselves by his name. I believe today’s Gospel may
challenge us to self-reflect about this. We might ask ourselves if we as individuals, and as a community, are indeed
willing to open our doors and truly welcome all who might come through them, and without distinction, even if such
people happen to be “different” from us. Or would we rather “send them away” because of who they are? I think
I’m being clear about what my preference would be!
My friends, let’s remember that, in his time, Jesus changed all the rules! And we must always strive to
imitate his radical ways of doing things, even as we interpret and apply them in this day and age. May we as a
church community, and as people of faith, never align ourselves with the judgmental, the unmerciful, the hateful, and
the self-righteous “religious people,” and others like them of our own time. May the “modern day Canaanite
women” always have a place in our lives, and especially in the pews of our church, and in our hearts! Let’s
encourage each other with this message!
Praise God! Friar Timothy

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
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PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Mamie Gregory,
Irene Gist, Marie Holmes, Beatrice Hradsky, Sheila
Lambert, Albert J. Novak, II, Mary Schwartz,
Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler.
Remember also Fr. Timothy and his family, our
relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our country
in the military, our world and all the needs recorded in
our parish prayer intention book.
YOUTH RAFFLE DRAWING WINNER
Mary Carr was the winner of the gift certificate for a
bushel of crabs, 2 dozen ears of corn and beverage.
After expenses the profit for the Youth Raffle drawing
was $404. Thanks to everyone who made this such a
success.
LABOR DAY PICNIC
We will gather at Rocky Point Park in Essex for our
Annual Labor Day Picnic. The date is Monday,
September 4th. Tickets are available both in the
church office and at the park - $7 for adults and $4
for children. Raffle tickets for prizes of $150, $100,
and $50 are $1 each or 6 for $5. Transportation on
the church bus is available for a $3 fee.
PICNIC VOLUNTEERS & CAKES
If you can lend a hand before, during, or after the
picnic there are lots of tasks we need help with. Check
the signup sheet in the back of the church and pitch in
where you can. We need cakes for the Cake Wheel.
You can drop them off at the rectory on Sunday,
September 3, or bring them with you the day of the
picnic.
AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM TOUR
If you signed up for our bus trip to the National
Museum of African American History on November
4, 2017 your nonrefundable deposit of $15 is due
now or you name will be removed from the list.
Final payment due on September 17th. Flyers and
sign-up sheet are on the table in the back of the church.
Questions, contact Alicia Champlin, Shrene Burnett or
Antoinette Shannon, cell numbers are listed on flyers.
CRAB FEAST RESULTS
After all the expenses this year’s Crab Feast made a
profit of $708.97. Thanks to everyone who attended.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Isaiah 22: 19–23
2ndReading
Romans 11:33–36
Gospel
Matthew 16:13–20
MASS INTENTIONS
Aug 20 9:00 a.m.
Mel & Ann Procanyn
& For the Parishioners
Tues Aug 21 8:00
Dorothy A. Kehoe
Wed Aug 22 8:00
Dorothy A. Kehoe
Thurs Aug 23 8:00
Enid Fung (Gift
of Hope Chapel)
Fri
Aug 24 8:00
William Richards
Sun

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Collection
Masses
Attendance
8/13/2017
9:00 a.m.
Total
Last Year’s Total
8/14/2016
8/06/2017
9:00 a.m.
Total
Last Year’s Total
8/07/2016

109
$1,553.00
$1,645.75
95
$3,398.00
$2,504.25

PRAYER WALK FOR PEACE
Please join Bishop Madden for his next prayer walk on
Wednesday, August 30, at St. Ambrose Catholic
Church, 4502 Park Heights Ave. The evening will
begin with a light meal at 5:30 p.m. and a prayer in the
church and end before 7:30 p.m. During the walk, we
will pray at specific locations that have been affected
by violence, and for all those individuals who have
been so terribly affected by violence, and for a change
of heart in those given to violence. Please join us as we
continue to step out in faith to reclaim our city for
Christ.
NOW HIRING
Immediate Hospitality Openings. The Marriott
Residence Inn Baltimore at Johns Hopkins Medical
Campus will be hiring for a variety of job positions.
For more information check flyers on table in back of
church or on bulletin board.
REFRESHMENTS IN PARLOR
Remember there will be refreshments in the rectory
front parlor each Sunday after mass. Come join us!
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224
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Redefining the Funeral Experience us at 410-578-3600
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A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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