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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 13, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
As I was reflecting upon today’s Gospel story of the encounter of Jesus and Peter on the water (see Matthew
14:22-33), lyrics from the well-known Christian hymn “Love Lifted Me” came to mind. They were written almost a
hundred years ago by songwriter James Rowe (b. 1865). These are some of the words: “I was sinking deep in sin,
far from the peaceful shore, very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more, but the Master of the sea heard my
despairing cry, and from the waters lifted me, now safe am I . . . love lifted me! . . . When nothing else could help,
love lifted me!”
Today’s Gospel account may inspire us to reflect on the reality of human weakness, and on the persistent
longing imperfect Christians have as they hope for salvation. The Gospel tells us Jesus approached the disciples
while they were on a boat and caught in a storm. But prior to recognizing whom Jesus was, and until he identified
himself to them, the disciples cried out in fear, believing they were seeing “a ghost.” And then Peter said: “Lord, if
it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” This expression of the Apostle’s faith, affirmed by Jesus as he
invited him out of the boat, and onto the water, was soon overshadowed by Peter’s fear and doubt. He quickly lost
confidence and began to sink under the waves. And this was certainly a life-threatening situation! He therefore
didn’t follow through with his initial expression of faith, and he momentarily allowed his human weakness to
overcome his confidence in the power of Jesus. And this could have destroyed him. But then, with renewed faith,
he cried out: “Lord, save me!” And that’s just what Jesus did: He lifted him and he saved him. Doesn’t Peter’s
experience mirror that of all who’ve “fallen,” and who’ve been in danger of “drowning” because of sin, weakness,
and distress, but who’ve nonetheless cried for mercy, and have been “saved” by our merciful Lord?
With all of this in mind, and even though we profess to be Christians, most of us would probably admit it’s
difficult to confess to others our doubts, our weaknesses, our faults, and our mistakes. It may also be true that we
can’t even admit these things to ourselves! And it could be spiritually catastrophic if we wouldn’t be able to admit
them to our God. I believe these kinds of human dynamics speak to Peter’s experience, and to the songwriter’s
concept of being “far from the peaceful shore, very deeply stained within, and sinking to rise no more.” But even if
we find ourselves in such conditions, the Gospel promises our loving Jesus still and always desires to lift us, and “to
save” us!
As a priest, I’ve “journeyed” over the years with many very honest, yet brokenhearted men and women
who’ve struggled with great weaknesses and difficulties in their lives. One place in particular where I’ve
encountered such people has been in the confessional, a place where those who’ve “fallen” or “sinned” have come
with the desire to turn around their lives and “to be saved.” Most times, when I’ve listened to others heartwrenchingly bear their souls in the confessional, I’ve also witnessed their very deep faith (and I believe this has been
the case even if they themselves hadn’t yet recognized it). Indeed, isn’t it very true one must have strong faith in
order to say “Lord, save me!” And how wonderful it is when someone is able to utter such words, that “despairing
cry” so well-articulated by the songwriter! And how even more wonderful it is to experience the joy of someone
who’s been lifted out of distress and truly “saved!”
My friends, with renewed faith, and if ever in danger of “sinking under the waves,” let’s be like Peter and not
be afraid to cry out: “Lord, save me!” I’m confident the “Master of the sea” will always hear our pleading and our
cries; we need not be overcome by our doubts, our weaknesses, our faults, and our mistakes! And then, along with
Peter, and so many others who’ve known the great love and mercy of Jesus, we may sing: “From the waters he lifted
me, now safe am I . . . love lifted me! . . . When nothing else could help, love lifted me!” Let’s encourage each other
with this message of faith!
Praise God! Friar Timothy
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PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Mamie Gregory,
Irene Gist, Marie Holmes, Beatrice Hradsky, Sheila
Lambert, Albert J. Novak, II, Mary Schwartz,
Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler.
Remember also Fr. Timothy and his family, our
relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our country
in the military, our world and all the needs recorded in
our parish prayer intention book.
WELCOME
Let us welcome again Rev. Bill Watters, S.J. from St.
Ignatius Church. Father Watters will be filling in for
Friar Timothy while he is out of town. Be sure to greet
him after mass.
LABOR DAY PICNIC
Now that the Fourth of July and the Crab Feast are
behind us, we look forward to our Annual Labor Day
Picnic as the next big social event. Once again we will
gather at Rocky Point Park in Essex. The date is
Monday, September 4th. Tickets are available both
in the church office and at the park - $7 for adults
and $4 for children. Raffle tickets for prizes of
$150, $100, and $50 are $1 each or 6 for $5.
Transportation on the church bus is available for a
$3 fee.
PICNIC VOLUNTEERS & CAKES
If you can lend a hand before, during, or after the
picnic there are lots of tasks we need help with. Check
the sign up sheet in the back of the church and pitch in
where you can. We need cakes for the Cake Wheel.
You can drop them off at the rectory on Sunday,
September 3, or bring them with you the day of the
picnic.
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
B.V.M. –TUESDAY, AUGUST 15th
Because Friar Timothy will be away on vacation, there
will be no Masses offered on the Feast of the
Assumption at St. Ann or at St. Wenceslaus church.
Our parishioners are asked and invited to attend one of
the Masses at St. Francis Xavier Church for the
Feast day, which is a “holy day of
obligation.” The Masses will be at 10:00 a.m. and
at 7:00 p.m. Also, on Monday, August 14th, at 7:00
p.m. at St. Ann, our prayer leaders will be offering a

prayer service in preparation for the feast day. All are
invited to attend.
KEEP ON TEACHING
The "KEEP ON TEACHING " Catechetical and
Evangelization Ministry for those involved in the
ministry of religious education, sponsored by the
Office of Black Catholic Ministries, will be held
on Saturday, September 9. Check future bulletins for
more information.
AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM TOUR
If you signed up for our bus trip to the National
Museum of African American History on November
4, 2017 your nonrefundable deposit of $15 is due
now. Final payment due September 17th. Flyers and
sign-up sheet are on the table in the back of the church.
Questions, contact Alicia Champlin, Shrene Burnett or
Antoinette Shannon, cell numbers are listed on flyers.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Isaiah 56: 1, 6–7
nd
2 Reading
Romans 11:13–15, 29–32
Gospel
Matthew 15:21–28
MASS INTENTIONS
Aug 13 9:00 a.m. Ronald E. Wilson & For
the Prishioners
Tues Aug 15 8:00
Michael & Anna Kalista
Wed Aug 16 8:00
Sr. Vasclava SSND
Thurs Aug 17 8:00
Willie R. Edwards
(Gift of Hope)
Fri
Aug 18 8:00
Gerard S. Goldbeck
Sun

ALTAR FLOWERS
Parishioners are invited to contact the parish office to
arrange for altar flowers to be donated in memory of or
in honor of a loved one. Flowers are $25 for the
smaller arrangements and $40 for the larger ones.
(410-675-7304)
Sunday Attendance & Collections for
August 6th will be listed in next week’s
bulletin
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410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –
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Baltimore, MD 21224
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A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD
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*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)
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HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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