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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. WenFHVODXV Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You
may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays
between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 30, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenged his disciples to examine values placed upon the “things” they had in their lives.
The people presented by Jesus in “the Parable of the Hidden Treasure,” and “the Parable of the Pearl” sold all they
had in order to gain what was far more valuable and important (see Matthew 13:44-52). They got rid of the
unnecessary things of this world in order to gain “the Kingdom of Heaven.” Jesus’ teachings were often hyperbolic,
and so I don’t believe he actually urged his disciples to give away all they had in order to gain “the Kingdom.” But
they did suggest a spiritual need for “detachment” from things, situations, and preoccupations that might have
otherwise robbed them of healthy nonmaterial perspectives. That’s to say: Jesus thought it wise for his followers “to
live in this world, but not of this world.” I believe this message remains as important for us today as it was for those
who first heard his preaching.
We should ask: What are those “things” in our lives that might rob us of healthy nonmaterial perspectives?
Does our quest for financial success rule our lives? Does our desire for material comforts and expensive possessions
control our thoughts? Does satisfaction of our own needs habitually take the place of service and generosity toward
others, and might this jeopardize the well-being of those who are less fortunate and much needier? Does a thirst for
power and prestige, and lust for privilege, drive us as we make decisions, and as we associate and function with
other people? Does our preoccupation with the difficulties and troubles of our personal, familial, communal, and
societal lives, take away our inner peace and our ability to remain positive and hopeful? Does fear in any way rule
our lives? It seems to me today’s parables ought to motivate us to ask these and similar questions. And if our
answers to these questions are not in keeping with the Gospel, then surely it’s time to make some changes in our
lives!
Jesus reminds us of the supreme value of “the Kingdom of God.” And so, in the parable he said the man who
sold all that he had in order to buy the field containing a hidden treasure understood it was worth more than all of his
other earthly possessions; the merchant who sold all that he had in order to buy “the pearl of great price,” realized
the same. By comparison, Jesus teaches us there is nothing in this life (not possessions, worries, or any other
distractions) worth more than “the Kingdom of God.” He teaches us that if we place more importance (or more
preoccupation) on the worldly things, then our spiritual visions certainly will be blurred, and our eternal perspectives
will definitely be incomplete.
And so, our God asks us to be ready and willing “to give up everything” in order to serve him alone; no
“thing” need be more important! As we search for “the Kingdom of God” in our own lives, let’s always be willing to
place spiritual realities and Godly matters before the things, situations, and preoccupations of “this world.”
Therefore, let’s “live in this world, but not of this world.” I’m sure if we do so, then we’ll always know our heavenly
treasures will be more valuable than any earthly “possession” we might ever have. And so my friends, as we strive
to be “detached” from this world, let’s give ourselves entirely to our God and to our share of “the Kingdom.” Let’s
be sure we measure the value our lives, and “the thing we possess” along the way, with eternal standards. We are
disciples of the Lord Jesus, and children of a Father who is never-ending-love, and who promises us a place in “the
Kingdom.” Our God will care for us, and will provide us with every “thing” we will ever truly need! Let us
encourage each other with these teachings!
Praise God! Friar Timothy

PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Mamie Gregory,
Irene Gist, Marie Holmes, Beatrice Hradsky, Sheila
Lambert, Kimberly Lambert, Albert J. Novak, II,

Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner,
Lillian Tyler. Remember also Fr. Timothy and his
family, our relatives, friends, our city, those who serve
our country in the military, our world and all the needs
recorded in our parish prayer intention book.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 30, 2017
HAT DAY
Hey Ladies remember ‘Hat Day’ will be held on
Sunday, August 6th, the 9:00 a.m. Mass. Come
dressed to impress.
FIRST FRIDAY
August 4th is the First Friday of the month. Eucharistic
Adoration begins with Mass at 8:00 a.m. and continues
with Vocations and prayers for World Peace.
MASS TIME CHANGE
Remember beginning on Sunday, August 6, 2017 the
mass time at St. Wenceslaus Church will change to
only one ‘combined’ Mass held at 9:00 a.m. There
will no longer be two Sunday Masses.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Thanks to all the parishioners who have made our
Christmas in July project a success. We appreciate
your support.
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
B.V.M. –TUESDAY, AUGUST 15th
Because Friar Timothy will be away on vacation, there
will be no Masses offered on the Feast of the
Assumption at St. Ann or at St. Wenceslaus. Our
parishioners are asked and invited to attend one of
the Masses at St. Francis Xavier Church for the Feast
day, which is a “holy day of obligation.” The Masses
will be at 10:00 a.m. and at 7:00 p.m. Also,
on Monday, August 14th, at 7:00 p.m. at St. Ann, our
prayer leaders will be offering a prayer service in
preparation for the feast day. All are invited to attend.

BLACK AND INDIAN COLLECTION
On August 6th our second collection will be for the
Black and Indian Missions of the United States.
This ministry benefits our church both locally and
nationally. There are envelopes for this collection on
the table in the back of the church. Please take one.
Thank you for your support of this mission effort.
YOUTH RAFFLE TICKETS
St. Wenceslaus Youth Raffle - Win a gift certificate
for a bushel of crabs, 2 dozen ears of corn and
beverage. Price of Raffle tickets are $10.00 each.
Drawing will be held Sunday, August 13 after mass.
For tickets see Edith Pumphrey, DeeDee Clark or
Bridget Holley.

SENIOR LUNCHEON
The Annual Senior Appreciation Luncheon for St.
Ann, St. Wenceslaus and St. Francis Xavier members
65 and older will take place in St. Wenceslaus’ lyceum
on Saturday, August 12, 12:00 - 2:00 pm. The event
is hosted by the Sunday School staff and students and
includes lunch, prizes, and entertainment. Please sign
the list in the back of the church if you are able to
attend. Limited to 20 Seniors from each parish.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
1st Reading
Daniel 7: 9–10, 13–14
2ndReading
2 Peter 1:16–19
Gospel
Matthew 17:1–9

MASS INTENTIONS
Sun

July 30 8:00 a.m.
Gisele Thomas
11:45
For the Prishioners
Tues Aug 1 8:00
John Hurt
Wed Aug 2 8:00
Bea Hradsky
Thurs Aug 3 8:00 Gary E. Wilson (Gift of Hope)
Fri
Aug 4 8:00
Lillian R. Edwards

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Collection
Masses
Attendance
7/23/2017

8:00 a.m.
11:45 a.m.

68
32
100

Total

$1,426.90

Last Year’s Total
7/24/2016

$1,352.72

AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM TOUR
The joint bus trip with our sister parishes, St. Ann and
St. Francis Xavier to the National Museum of African
American History will be held on November 4, 2017.
Each church is assigned a limited number of seats. A
nonrefundable deposit of $15 is due now. The final
payment is due on September 17th. Flyers and signup sheet are on the table in the back of the church.
Questions, contact Alicia Champlin, Shrene Burnett or
Antoinette Shannon, cell numbers are listed on flyers.

UPCOMING EVENTS . . . .
Labor Day Picnic, September 4th
Feast Day/Family & Friends Day, September 25th

- ST. WENCESLAUS CHURCH THANKS OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS – PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM WHEN POSSIBLE -

Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise

Weakly

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space

This Space Available
If interested please call
Redefining the Funeral Experience us at 410-578-3600
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Grow Your
Business
Here!

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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