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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. Wencesuals Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PAST ORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 21, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
In today’s Gospel, Jesus said “those who love me will keep my commandments . . . and those who love me
will be loved by my Father” (see John 14:15-21). When we hear the word “commandment,” even within the context
of Jesus’ teaching on love, we might immediately and only think of the “do’s” and the “don’ts” usually perceived as
imposed upon “religious people.”
The Ten Commandments, believed to have been given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai, are of course the
most obvious example of this (often, when thinking of that Biblical story, I’ll recall Charlton Heston as Moses, and
how he angrily hurled stone tablets at an idol the Israelites had created; the image is seared into my mind). These
Commandments have in fact been very important to us, and so as small children we studied them in our catechism
classes, and as adults we’ve continued to observe them throughout our lives. As such, I believe we’ve carefully
striven to esteem and to honor God and our fellow human beings. On this point, it’s interesting to note how most of
the Commandments (seven, to be exact) speak of how people are to treat, to respect, and even “to love” each other.
Consequently, and as we’ve related to others, things like “honoring our fathers and mothers,” and prohibitions
against “killing” and “stealing” (just to name some), have been ingrained into our moral and “religious” consciences.
Because Jesus was born into a very good and holy Jewish family, we can be sure he too observed the Ten
Commandments as he was raised in Nazareth, and as he later preached and performed miracles during his public
ministry. Indeed, there are several Gospel references to Jesus’ affirmation of them (e.g., see Matthew 5:17-19 and
19:18-19). But while this is all certain, the focus of the message in today’s Gospel seems to place exceptional
emphasis on the virtue of love as a prerequisite to observance of the Commandments. This is a very serious
teaching!
We’re supposed to understand if we love Jesus, and we’re loved by the Father, then we’ll also “love our
neighbors as ourselves” (see Mark 12:31). Jesus certainly modeled this throughout his entire earthly life. But as we
seek to follow him, to observe the Commandments, and to remain always faithful, it can get a little challenging for
those of us who are sinners! Frankly, it might just be easier not to love others as we are called to do . . . Let’s be
honest and admit we might’ve harbored inordinate resentments, angers, hatreds, and the like towards others,
especially those who’ve “done us wrong” (and this is probably true in things both great and small). It’s not that
such people shouldn’t take responsibility for their poor behaviors and actions when they’ve caused us harm, but
Jesus teaches us to replace all of our possible reactionary negative sentiments with “Godly love.” No doubt this is
probably one of the most challenging “commandments” placed upon us, but it’s what Jesus calls us to do.
Oh yes, certainly there are “do’s” and “don’ts” imposed upon “religious people,” but Jesus reminds us love
is the starting point for observing all the rules. Therefore, as people who constantly seek to love Jesus, and who
desire to be loved by the Father, we know that same love must motivate every single Commandment we observe. As
such, and as people enveloped in this “Godly love,” we are truly called “to love our neighbors as ourselves!” My
friends, without doing so, I believe it’s just about impossible for us really to love God. And so, as those who “do”
and “don’t,” let’s first be people motivated by the supreme virtue of love! Let’s encourage each other with this
message!

Praise God! Friar Timothy
PRAYER LIST
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Arnold Anderson,
Mamie Gregory, Irene Gist, Beatrice Hradsky,

Sheila Lambert, Kimberly Lambert, Albert J.
Novak, II, Walter Novak, Mary Schwartz, Charles
Supik, Evelyn Turner, Lillian Tyler. Remember also
Fr. Timothy and his family, relatives, friends, our city,
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those who serve our country in the military and all the
needs recorded in our parish prayer intention book.
Please be mindful of any names that can be added or
removed from the prayer list, just contact the office.
FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY CELEBRATION
Today we celebrate Fellowship Sunday. Immediately
following service there will be a potluck luncheon held
in the lyceum. All are welcome to attend.
PRAYER WALK FOR PEACE
Bishop Madden invites you to join him for his next
prayer walk on Tuesday, May 23 at St. Gregory the
Great Church, 1542 N. Gilmor Street. The evening
will begin with a light meal at 5:30 p.m. and a prayer
in the church and end before 7:30 p.m.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Seventh Sunday of Easter
1st Reading
Acts 1:12–14
2ndReading
1 Peter 4:13–16
Gospel
John 17:1–11a
MASS INTENTIONS
May 21 8:00 a.m.
Novena
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues May 23 8:00
Novena
Wed May 24 8:00
Novena
Thurs May 25 8:00
Novena
Fri
May 26 8:00
Aaron J. Wilson
Sun

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN
www.USCCB.org brings you daily readings and
reflections, videos, Catholic news, and more thanks to
the Catholic Communication Campaign. Please be
generous in giving to the second collection on May
28, 2017.
CONFIRMATION MASS
At 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 4, 2017, our
parishioner Steven Fung will be Confirmed at a
special Mass at St. Francis Xavier Church at Caroline
and Oliver Streets. Bishop John Ricard, S.S.J., former
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, will
preside at the Mass. Because we wish to be present for
Steven, and to celebrate with his family at St. Francis
Xavier, we will therefore not have our usual 11:45
a.m. Mass on June 4th. We are requesting as many
of our parishioners as possible (from both the 8:00 am
and 11:45 am Masses) to attend the Confirmation
Mass at 11:00 a.m. We will, however, have our

regularly scheduled 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday June
4th.
GRADUATION SUNDAY
On June 25, 2017 we will be honoring our Graduates
from Pre-K to College. Please sign the sheet on the
table in the back of the church. June 18th is the
deadline date for signing up.
JUNE 30 BASEBALL GAME
The Orioles are hosting St. Wenceslaus, St. Ann
and St. Francis Xavier parishes at a game against
Tampa Bay at Camden Yards Friday, June 30th at
7:05 p.m. Each parish has been allotted 50
tickets. The children will have first priority for
signing up. The Orioles will provide 3 buses and
all 3 buses will be at St. Wenceslaus at 5:30
p.m. and depart promptly at 6 p.m. They will
also provide participants with a hot dog, drink, bag of
chips and Oriole gear to wear at the game The
deadline date for signing up is June 18th.
Sign-up sheets are on the table in the back of the
church.
CRAB FEAST JULY 15
The Crab Feast, for the benefit of the Lucielle
Fitzgerald Outreach Center, will be held in the lyceum
on Saturday, July 15 from 2:00 to 6:00 pm. Tickets
are $50 each or $450 for a table of ten. ADVANCE
TICKET SALES ONLY, NO TICKETS SOLD AT
THE DOOR. You may purchase your ticket(s) now at
the church office. Contact Alicia Champlin for more
information at 443-722-6652
ST. WENCESLAUS SCHOOL ALUMNUS
The Second All Graduation School Reunion will be
held at Oak Crest Village, Erickson Hall, September
30th, 5:30 – 9:30 p.m. See flyer on bulletin board in
vestibule of church or check the St. Wenceslaus
Grammar School Facebook page. For more
information contact Bob Skarda, 410-335-8463 -bo2ps@verizon.net, or Chuck McDonald, 410-2418963 -- barneymcd1@comcast.net
UPCOMING EVENTS . . . .
Labor Day Picnic, September 4th
Feast Day / Family & Friends Day, September 25th
Afternoon at the Races, October 8th
Bull and Oyster Roast, November 11th
Breakfast with Santa, December 16th
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410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –
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A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD
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*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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