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COLLINGTON and ASHLAND AVENUES
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21205

SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. Wencesuals Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PAST ORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
April 9, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
Today, as we observe Palm Sunday, we have the opportunity to reflect on the Gospel story of Jesus’ passion and death (see
Matthew 26:14–27:66). Part of the story involves the account of the “agony in the garden of Gethsemane.” Accordingly, Jesus
took his three closest Apostles, Peter, James and John, and he went into the garden to pray on the night before he was crucified
and died. In the narration of this event, we recall the famous words of Jesus’ prayer to God the Father: “If it is possible, let this
cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as you will.” What’s also interesting about Gethsemane is Jesus’ appeal to the three
disciples to “remain there and to keep watch with him.” We find he asks them to do this three times, but over and over he
returns only to find them sleeping. Because of this, he chastised them saying: “So you could not keep watch with me for one
hour? Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Of course, we know the rest of the story. Those weak men who couldn’t stay awake to watch with Jesus would
eventually lead the church after his resurrection and ascension into heaven. And eventually Peter and James would endure
brutal deaths as well because of their testimonies to the Lord Jesus. John, who was the only Apostle to die of old age, would
devote his entire life to the writing of Scriptures and to the teaching about Jesus as the manifestation of God’s love. Those men
may not have been able to stay awake and keep watch with Jesus in Gethsemane, but they certainly spent the rest of their lives
watching and waiting for the day of the Lord. Their destinies became only possible after they would suffer through the events
of Holy Week, endure persecutions for the sake of the Name of Jesus, and then give their whole lives in service to the Christian
message.
The message for us is Jesus also wants us to stay awake, to watch and to wait for him for the duration of our own lives.
He also recognizes our humanity, and welcomes us to follow him even though we are imperfect sinners. And so, let’s not forget
even Peter denied he knew Jesus just a day after he fell asleep and failed to keep watch with him at Gethsemane!
Jesus asks us the same question he asked his Apostles: “Can you not stay awake for even a short time and keep vigil for
me?” Oh, we may not literally be sleeping when he calls to us, but we might have “fallen asleep” to the responsibilities we
have as his devoted followers. We may have “slacked off” with the obligations we have to give witness to him in this world.
Our good intentions of discipleship may have been neglected, and we may have failed to live up to what we are called to be in
this complicated world. And so Jesus says to us: “So you could not keep watch with me for one hour? Watch and pray that
you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
During the coming week, as we journey through these final days of Lent and enter into those special days called “the
Passiontide,” we will recall the most poignant events of our Christian faith. All of these events are recounted in today’s Gospel.
We remember all of the necessary events that occurred before Jesus’ glorious resurrection from the dead: We will recall his
sharing of the “Last Supper” with his disciples, his prediction of the denial of Peter the Apostle, the account of Jesus’ “Agony in
the Garden” of Gethsemane, the betrayal of Judas Iscariot, the arrest of Jesus by the servants of the chief priests and the elder,
the interrogation of Jesus before Caiaphas the high priest, the tri-fold denial of Peter the Apostle, the despair of Judas the
betrayer, the handing over of Jesus and his trial before Pilate the governor, the stripping, humiliation and mocking of Jesus by
the Roman soldiers, the carrying of the cross, the crucifixion and death of Jesus, and his burial and the securing of the tomb by
the guards. During these days we are challenged by our faith to keep watch and to stay awake with Jesus. These events made
possible our salvation, and so let us “keep our eyes open” with anticipation and with respect!
My friends, although our “spirits may be willing, and our flesh may be weak” may we never close our eyes, and fall asleep to
the responsibilities and obligations we have as followers of the Lord Jesus. Let’s diligently, and with great devotion, “watch and
pray” with Jesus during these coming days, and throughout our entire lives. My sisters and brothers: Let’s always remain alert and
confident because the day of our Salvation is upon us!

Praise God! Friar Timothy
MEMORIAL SERVICE
There will be a Memorial Service held for Donald
Benedict, at St. Wenceslaus Church, on Saturday,
April 29th at 11:00 a.m.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
April 9, 2017
PARISH COUNCIL
The monthly meeting of the Parish Council is
Tuesday, April 11, at 7:00 pm in the rectory. All
members are encouraged to attend. The meetings are
opened to all parishioners.

CELEBRATING HOLY WEEK…
We have been preparing for this week for the forty days
of Lent, for the 365 days since last Holy Week, for the
whole of our lives, and for the entire history of God’s
mighty saving deeds. Let’s be sure to set aside all that
can wait, so that we can enter fully into the power and
the glory of these days.
Monday, April 10. The entire diocesan church gathers at
the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen for the blessing of the
holy oils used in all the churches of the archdiocese
during the coming year. The priests all renew the vows of
their ordination.
Wednesday, April 12, 7:00 p.m. The Seder Service at
Mother Seton Academy recalls the connection between
the Jewish Passover, the Last Supper, and struggles for
freedom and justice through the ages. Please sign the list
in the back of the church if you plan to attend the Seder
Service at St. Ann’s on Wednesday. A light meal is
included in the service.
Holy Thursday, April 13, 7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s
Supper at St. Wenceslaus Church, with washing of feet
and procession of the Holy Eucharist. Please sign the list
in the back of the church if you are willing to volunteer
for the foot washing at St. Wenceslaus.
Good Friday, April 14. 12 Noon – Outdoors Stations of
the Cross walk through the neighborhood with Amazing
Grace Lutheran Church. Gather in front of St.
Wenceslaus.
3:00 pm - Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, St. Ann Church.
(for both parishes)
Holy Saturday, April 15, 8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil
Service, candlelight procession and Mass
- Friar Timothy at St. Ann
- Visiting Priest at St. Wenceslaus
Easter Sunday, April 16. Sunday Mass with renewal of
baptismal vows.
9:00 a.m. at St. Wenceslaus (both masses)
- 11:00 a.m. at St. Ann
The church bus will operate only on Saturday, Easter
Vigil and Easter Sunday. Please notify the driver to
reserve a seat on the bus.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
1st Reading
Acts 10:34a, 37–43
2ndReading
Colossians 3:1–4
Gospel
John 20:1–9

Sun

Apr 9

Tues Apr 11
Wed Apr 12
Thurs Apr 13
Fri
Apr 14

MASS INTENTIONS
8:00 am
For the Parishioners
11:00
Mary Howard (94th Birthday)
8:00
Shannon Wilson
8:00
Francis & Barbara Holub
8:00
Cornelius Bryant (Gift of Hope)
8:00
Joe Baylor

MEN’S CLUB BRUNCH AND RAFFLE…
The Men’s Club will hold a raffle drawing on April 23 at its
annual brunch. Prizes include a 40” Flat Panel HDTV,
Professional Family Photo Session; variety of cash and
other prizes Raffle tickets are a donation of $1 each or
seven for $5, available from the Men’s Club members and
the church office.
SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Masses
Attendance
Collection
4/02/2017

8:00 a.m.
11:45

Total
Last Year’s Total 4/03/2016

56
43
99
$3,502.98
$2,469.00

EMMITSBURG PILGRIMAGE
Our pilgrimage to the Seton and Lourdes Grotto Shrines
draws near. If you plan to join us Saturday, April 22nd, the
cost is $50. The non-refundable deposit ($10) and final
payment ($40) are due NLT April 16th. Signup sheets are
on the table in back of the church. PLEASE
REMEMBER TO CIRCLE YOUR LUNCH CHOICES.
For more information Alicia Champlin, Cynthia Johnson or
Antoinette Shannon (see flyer for phone numbers).

____________________________________________
EASTER FLOWERS…
To remember a loved one with flowers
on the altar at Easter, please fill out this
form and return it to the office or place it
in the collection basket. The requested
offering is $8.
Name(s) to be remembered________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Name of Donor_________________________________
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry
– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise

Weakly

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space

This Space Available
If interested please call
Redefining the Funeral Experience us at 410-578-3600
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Grow Your
Business
Here!

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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