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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
Tues., Wed. & Fri.: 8:00 am St. Wencesuals Church; Thurs. 8:00 am Gift of Hope Chapel
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an Sunday School classes for children and youth meet every
Sunday in the Church rectory from 9:30 to 11:30 A.M. To
appointment for confessions
register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
DEVOTIONS:
Director, at 410-488-7069.
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
at 8:30 a.m.
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activiFirst Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
ties. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
BAPTISMS:
You may register in person at the church office
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
the following form.
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to be
married in the church. Please contactus early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PAST ORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.
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From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
Today’s Gospel speaks about the human experience of “conversion” and its necessary impact on others. It tells of a blind man
to whom Jesus gave sight (see John 9:1-41). According to the story, Jesus first smeared some muddy clay on the man’s blind
eyes, and then sent him to wash in the Pool of Silo'am in order for the cure to be complete. Once completely cured, the thenformerly-blind-man was compelled to go and report the news to others. Although his testimony led the ever-disbelievingPharisees to criticize, doubt, and condemn Jesus, the cured man instead became a true believer, and so also was able to
proclaim: “Lord, I believe.” This new-found-faith led him to worship Jesus with his lips, to put his faith into action, and to be
an inspiration for other faith-filled people as well.
The “conversion” naysayers certainly got a lot of attention in this story. In fact, by comparison isn’t it true we all know
of some “conversions” that have been met with skepticism and doubt. And we could say “the proof” of such “conversions”
would have been “in the pudding” (so to speak!). We might actually know of people who have “changed their lives” only to
return in no time to former ways of being and of doing things (and we know how disheartening that can be!). In the case of
today’s Gospel story, the real proof of “conversion” was indisputable, yet the Pharisees remained skeptical. In fact, they were
full of anger because of what had happened, and they only justified their wrath because Jesus’ curing actions had occurred on
the Sabbath. For that reason alone, they self-righteously desired to negate the godliness of the blind man’s cure, and his
subsequent conversion and profession of faith in Jesus. Their disbelief is comparable to those today who jealously guard their
own self-proclaimed knowledge and wisdom about spiritual things (and about material things as well!). As with the Pharisees,
I believe such behavior, and similar misuse of “religious authority,” always demonstrates the desire of such people to maintain
inappropriate “power” over others, even if it requires the denial of reality (such as in cases of miraculous cures and genuine
conversions!). Jesus completely rejected such behavior, and instead encouraged bold proclamations of the truth, especially
from those like the former-blind-man who otherwise would have had no voice.
I believe today’s Gospel also challenges us to turn away from the darkness of sin, and to put our faith into action–even
if and when the naysayers try to make it difficult. Although we may not have been like the blind man, who was suddenly able to
see because of a miraculous healing, we are called to be like him in the way we know God and then speak the truth and share
the Good News of our faith with others. We can do this with our words and/or our actions. And so, let’s not be afraid! There
will be times when the truth of our testimony will be met with skepticism and doubt on the part of others. And we can be sure
such people will claim to be wiser than we are, but our faith must never waver! By what we say and do we must always stand
up to those modern day Pharisees! The reciprocal skepticism, and the possible actions against us, may take various forms in our
own time–from doubts about our authenticity, to attacks on our defense of the most vulnerable among us, to questions about our
motives in promoting the common good, to mockery of our defense of the poor and marginalized, and to outright contempt for
Christian values and beliefs (and everything in between). But let’s not be overcome by such negativity!
During this time of Lent we continue to reflect upon those areas of conversion necessary in our own lives. And so, as
the blind man in today’s Gospel was given sight, let’s hope we too can be freed from whatever darkness might cover us. Let’s
pray God will continue to work miracles and moments of conversion in our own lives. Let’s desire to be different than the
Pharisees, who believed they were superior to others, and who could never accept the genuine faith experiences and conversions
of those who were truly humble. Let’s hope we will always live in the brilliant light of grace, and forever be freed from
spiritual darkness. And also may we never be afraid to witness to the truth of our faith by our words and our actions. My
friends, let’s encourage each other with this message of faith!

Praise God! Friar Timothy
PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Arnold Anderson,
Hattie Boone, Adrien Burnett (Shrene Burnett
grandson), Ike Clayton, Beatrice Hradsky, Irene
Gist, Sheila Lambert, Kimberly Lambert, Rosetta
Lane, Albert J. Novak, II, Walter Novak, Mary
Schwartz, Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner, Lillian

Tyler. Remember also Fr. Timothy and his family,
relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our country
in the military and all the needs recorded in our parish
prayer intention book.
IN SYMPATHY
We extend our sympathy and prayers to the family of
Donald Benedict, who past away on Monday, March

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 26, 2017
20th. May God grant Donald eternal peace and provide
comfort to his family and friends.
LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE
A communal celebration of the sacrament of penance
will be held at St. Francis Xavier Church next
Monday, April 3, 7:00 pm. Fr. Xavier Edet, S.S.J
will preside and preach at the service. Several other
priests, including Friar Timothy Dore, O.F.M. Conv.
will also be available for confessions during the
evening. The sacrament of penance is an important
part of our Lenten call to conversion and our
preparation for Easter.
LENTEN FISH FRY
There’s only 2 Fridays left for our Lenten Fish Fry
sponsored by the Sunday School Staff. Dinners cost
$12 and fish sandwiches $7. Order forms are on table
in the back of church or call in your order, 410-6757304.
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Fifth Sunday of Lent
1st Reading
Ezekiel 37: 12–14
2ndReading
Romans 8:8–11
Gospel
John 11:1–45
MASS INTENTIONS
Mar 26 8:00 am
Lillian Marie Herold
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues Mar 28 8:00
Ann & Bud Steiner
Wed Mar 29 8:00
William & Millie Reed
Thurs Mar 30 8:00
(Gift of Hope)
Fri
Mar 31 8:00
Marcus Demby
Sun

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Masses Attendance
Collection
3/19/2017

8:00 a.m.
11:45

59
32
91

Total
Last Year’s Total 3/20/2016
3/12/2017

8:00 a.m.
11:45

Total
Last Year’s Total 3/13/2016

$1,692.91
$2,070.80
52
25
77
$1,301.90
$1,948.66

Fast and abstinence. As a communal witness
to our Lenten penance we are asked to abstain from
meat on the Fridays of Lent and to eat only one full
meal on Good Friday.
EMMITSBURG PILGRIMAGE
Please join us on our pilgrimage to Emmitsburg, MD
to visit the National Shrines of Elizabeth Ann Seton
and Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes on Saturday,
April 22nd, 2017, cost $50. To guarantee your seat on
the bus a Non-Refundable Deposit of $10 per person
is due now and a final payment of $40 due NLT
April 16th. Signup sheets and flyers are on the table in
back of church. Please remember to circle your
menu choices. For more information contact: Alicia
Champlin, Cynthia Johnson or Antoinette Shannon.
OUTREACH CENTER FOOD PANTRY
The Lucielle Fitzgerald Food Pantry will be accepting
donations of non-perishable food items, not outdated,
in April. These donations will help ensure the pantry
is always well stocked. Please leave your donation in
the baskets under the table in the vestibule of the
church. If you would prefer giving a monetary
donation place it in the basket on the railing in
front of the Blessed Virgin Mary altar. For more
information contact Alicia Champlin at 443-722-6652.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR. . . .
Men’s Club Easter Brunch, April 23, 9:30–11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Sunday Pot Luck Luncheon, May 21
Outreach Center Crab Feast, July 15, 2:00 – 6:00 p.m.

OUTSIDE THE PARISH . . .
Soup and Scripture at St. Ann. Each Wednesday, from
March 8 to April 5, St. Ann’s Church will host a meal
of soup and bread at 6:15 pm, followed by a presentation
and discussion on the themes of “Refresh and Renew
Your Life: Daily Reflections Practices and Prayers”.
This week’s special guest speaker will be Rev. Tom
Schwind of New Covenant Tabernacle Church.
St. Ann’s Annual Fundraising Event, Saturday, May 13th.,
Shrimp and Bull Roast. Tickets available at $60 per person.
Please see Bobby Jackson, Jay Brown, Tyrone Wooden,
Rachel Carrenard and Rogelio D’Almeida for ticket
information. Check flyer on bulletin board in vestibule of
church.
Knights of Peter Claver/Ladies Auxiliary St. Ann Court–25
Year Celebration, September 4–8, 2017, Wildwood, NJ.
Cost $399. For more information check flyer on bulletin board
in vestibule of church.

- ST. WENCESLAUS CHURCH THANKS OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS – PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM WHEN POSSIBLE -

Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Same Day Service

– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –
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3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224
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Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400
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A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD
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AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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