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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
8:00 am
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions
DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:30 to 11:30A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Eighth Sunday In Ordinary Time
February 26, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
The lessons of today’s Scriptures speak of God’s great love and care for his children; they also challenge his followers to
trust God will always provide for their needs, and will never abandon them. In the first reading Isaiah compares God’s
love to the great love a mother has for her child, and he says it’s even greater than that. He therefore proclaims that God
can never forget his own. Isaiah’s words were meant to give comfort and consolation to people in distress, and were
focused on the themes of God’s love, forgiveness of sins, and liberation. Of course, these ideas were very powerful when
later reinterpreted by followers of Jesus. This is why I believe they serve to frame well today’s Gospel admonitions
emphasizing the need for complete trust in an ever-caring God. In the Gospel, this is precisely why Jesus instructed his
disciples “not to worry about their lives, to trust God would provide for their basic needs, to seek the kingdom of God and
righteousness, and not to worry about tomorrow” (cf. Matthew 6:24-34). These Scriptures revealed a God who loved and
cared for his children more than they could have ever possibly imagined! And they challenged them to respond
accordingly.
But what about reality? While we may long to hear the message of today’s Scriptures, I’m sure all of us can
think of affairs and events in our lives that “bring us down.” Who among us hasn’t had a difficult moment, a hard day, a
challenging situation, a frightening health issue, a draining financial setback, a conflicting relationship, and/or a prolonged
drudgery of one sort or another? Regarding such things, and the worries they’ve caused, most of us can probably
remember feeling “at our wits’ end” as we tried to figure out “what to do next” in order to resolve these various kinds of
problems and struggles. That’s certainly my experience! And so we may ask: “How can I reconcile these Scriptural
teachings with my actual lived experience in this world?” I suppose this is exactly why the lessons of today’s Scriptures
are so pertinent, and why they are worth our careful consideration and attention.
Isaiah’s words were meant to bring consolation to people otherwise on the brink of losing hope. “Zion,” the
“Chosen People,” had been exiled to a foreign land, and because they had been held captive and had suffered so much,
they were tempted to believe God no longer loved them, and had completely abandoned them. They feared they would be
forever punished and never permitted to return home. It was from this perspective that “Zion” had cried out “the Lord has
forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me” (see Isaiah 49:14).
In response to “Zion’s” lament, and with full confidence in God’s never-ending love and desire to protect his own,
Isaiah posed an obvious rhetorical question when he asked: “Can a mother forget her infant, or be without tenderness for
the child of her womb?” (see verse 15). Anyone contemplating this question certainly would have known healthy and
loving mothers would never abandon their children; such would have been unthinkable because a mother’s love was
thought to be perfect and all consuming! And so by comparison, the people of Zion were encouraged to believe God’s
love for them was even greater than love mothers have for their own children. In other words, God’s love was a type of
almost inexplicable “love beyond love.” And so Isaiah’s words “even should she forget, I will never forget you” were
understood to be purely superlative, and were very demonstrative of God’s limitless love for his people.
Jesus offered nearly the same message when he said “Look at the birds in the sky; they do not sow or reap, they
gather nothing into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more important than they?” Jesus didn’t tell
his followers they wouldn’t have to live responsible lives, or that they wouldn’t need to labor to better their own lives, and
the lives of others. After all, this was the same Jesus who said “whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take
up his cross, and follow me” (see Matthew 24:16). He made it clear “discipleship” would often come at a great cost, and
it would indeed involve difficulties and challenges along the way. But Jesus also promised his followers final victory
over any affairs and/or events that might have “brought them down” at any one moment or another. He wanted his
disciples to trust that God would never abandon them. And this is exactly the same reason Isaiah had proclaimed “even if
a mother could forget her child, God would never forget his faithful ones.”
And so my friends, let’s trust this same God will also love and care for us more than we can ever possibly
imagine! And let’s respond accordingly by the manner in which we live our lives. And really, let’s not worry about
tomorrow; with God’s help, let’s truly believe tomorrow will take care of itself.
Praise God! Friar Timothy

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Eighth Sunday In Ordinary Time
February 26, 2017
PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to keep in prayer our sick, homebound and
recovering members, especially Arnold Anderson,
Donald Benedict, Shrene Burnett, Ike Clayton,
Beatrice Hradsky, Irene Gist, Sheila Lambert,
Kimberly Lambert, Rosetta Lane, Albert J. Novak, II,
Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik, Evelyn Turner,
Lillian Tyler and Joseph Knox (brother of Gloria
Barber). Remember also Fr. Timothy and his family,
relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our country in
the military and all the needs recorded in our parish
prayer intention book.

LENT / EASTER SCHEDULE
Please be sure to read and post the insert in your church
bulletin of the schedule for the Lenten/Easter season.

FIRST FRIDAY
rd
March 3 is the First Friday of the month. Holy hour
begins with Mass at 8:00 a.m. and continues with
Vocations for World Peace.
LENTEN FISH FRY
Each Friday of Lent starting March 3rd and every
Friday until March 31st, the Sunday School staff will be
selling Fried Fish Dinners at the rectory. Each dinner is
$12, includes fried whiting, green beans, cornbread, your
choice of potato salad or mac ‘n’ cheese and a canned
beverage. Fish sandwiches are $8. Order forms are on
the table in back of the church.
MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST AND RAFFLE
In preparation of the Men’s Club Annual Spring
Breakfast, Sunday, April 23rd, club members will be
selling raffle tickets $1.00 each or 7 for $5.00. Prizes
include a 40″ Flat Panel HD TV; Professional Family
Photo Session; variety of cash and other prizes. Raffle
tickets are available from Men’s Club members and
church office.
OUTREACH CENTER FOOD PANTRY
Remember, the Lucielle Fitzgerald Food Pantry is
accepting donations of non-perishable food items, not
outdated, every other month. Your generous donations
will help ensure the pantry is always well stocked. Please
leave your donations in the baskets under the table in the
back of the church. If you prefer giving a monetary
donation please place it in the basket on the railing in
front of the Blessed Virgin Mary altar. For more
information contact Alicia Champlin, 410-675-3320 or
443-722-6652.

SPRING INVESTMENT CLUB
Tickets were mailed out for the Spring Investment Club,
which begins on March 5 and runs for ten weeks. Tickets
cost $10 and offer forty chances to win cash prizes
ranging from $25 to $200. Extra tickets are available in
the church office. Please make all returns by March 5.
FOOD PANTRY OPERATIONAL CHANGES
Starting in March, the Lucielle Fitzgerald Outreach
Center days of operation will change. The pantry will be
open the 2nd and 4th weeks of each month. Days and
hours will remain the same:
Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm. For more information
or questions contact Alicia Champlin, 410-675-3320 or
433-722-6652.
ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Masses Attendance
Collection
2/19//2017
8:00 am
63
11:45
48
111
Total

$1,694.53

Last Year’s Total – 2/21/2016

$1,385.95

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Genesis 2:7–9; 3:1–7
nd
2 Reading
Romans 5:12–19 or 5:12, 17–19
Gospel
Matthew 4:1–11
MASS INTENTIONS
Feb 26 8:00 am
Augusta & Anna Smith
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues Feb 28 8:00
Art & Maria Livingston
Wed Mar 1 8:00
Bernice Allen
Thurs Mar 2 8:00
Fri
Mar 3 8:00
Brad E. Organ
Sun

MINISTERS' RETREAT AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

Our parish's Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Ushers
(Ministers of Hospitality) are cordially invited to
participate in the "Annual Ministers Retreat" hosted by
the Historic St. Francis Xavier Church, from 10:00
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 11, 2017. A
donation of $10.00 is asked to defray the cost for meals
and materials. Sign-up sheet is in back of church and
turn in your donation to Alicia Champlin or Dottie
Stokes-Wallace.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Same Day Service

– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise

TODAY!

Weakly

410-501-5284

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space

Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Fast, Reliable,
Local Service

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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