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CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions
DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:30 to 11:30A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time
February 5, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
Today, I believe there’s a clear connection between the lessons contained in the First Reading and the Gospel.
The mandate placed upon God’s people and spoken by the Prophet Isaiah required definitive action on behalf of victims
of oppression. He spoke of “releasing those bound unjustly,” and “untying the thongs of the yoke” (see Isaiah 58:7-10).
Jesus told his followers they were “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world”; he told them they were “to shine
before others” and “to make their good deeds known” (Matthew 5:13-16). To me, it seems both the actions described by
Isaiah, and the visibility of good deeds called for by Jesus, involved similar obligations. They placed upon all Godly
people the responsibility of service and advocacy on behalf of others, especially for those who were afflicted and most in
need.
Isaiah’s audience would have understood his agricultural imagery; they knew some unscrupulous owners of
livestock would brutally overburden and abuse their animals. Such owners would place harsh and lumbering yokes over
the shoulders of pairs of camels, donkeys, horses, and/or oxen and they would brutally force them to pull impossibly
heavy loads. Under such strain, the animals would then be deprived of nutrition and hydration, and would be denied
sufficient relief from their great weariness; all the while, they would be brutally beaten with whips and cursed by their
owners, as they were forced to labor to the point of exhaustion, barbarous treatment that sometimes even caused death.
Isaiah’s audience knew such “beasts of burden” endured lives of complete misery, and so when he compared such animals
to those human beings who had been victimized through the oppressive and malicious actions of others, they “got it.”
As we reflect on these words of Isaiah, I believe it’s a good idea to contemplate the types of victimization and
oppression that some people during his time may have endured. There were those who suffered amidst the brutality of
wars and insurrections, there were refugees who had come from distant lands who were not welcome and who were put
down because they were “strangers,” there were people subjugated under the thumbs of ruthless land owners and were
treated as slaves, many were deprived of economic advantages controlled by and benefitting only the “privileged classes,”
there were those who endured persecutions and discrimination because of their cultural and religious identities, many
were marginalized because they were “different,” or because they were inflicted with various types of diseases and/or
disabilities (such as leprosy, blindness, and other noticeable handicaps), widows and orphans were left to fend for
themselves and often lived in squalor as beggars and paupers. Others were cruelly put to death simply because of who
they were. And no doubt, there were many other types of men and women subjected to all kinds of abuse, maltreatment,
condemnations, and verbal assaults by the unscrupulous and “the powerful.” Such people were victimized and oppressed,
and if they were lucky enough, were completely dependent on the mercy of the righteous and the good-hearted simply to
survive. These same types of injustices also existed in Jesus’ time. And unfortunately, isn’t it true many of these same
types of victimizations and oppressions are the scourge of our own time as well?
I believe the mandate spoken by the Prophet Isaiah is clearly connected to the message of Jesus in today’s Gospel.
He said: “Your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds.” This is what we are called to do, and
it has everything to do with Isaiah’s image of “releasing those bound unjustly,” and of “untying the thongs of the yoke.”
As God’s people, we are called to definitive action on behalf of those of our own time who are victims of injustice and
oppression (and we don’t have to look too far to find such people). This doesn’t simply mean giving “kind handouts” to
“the needy”; it’s far more profound than that! Let’s therefore “remove from our midst oppression, false accusation and
malicious speech; let’s bestow our bread on the hungry and satisfy the afflicted.” My friends, this is exactly how we will
“glorify our heavenly Father,” and for Christians, I believe “this is what it’s all about.”
Praise God! Friar Tmothy

PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to keep in prayer our sick and homebound
members, especially Arnold Anderson, Donald
Benedict, Shrene Burnett, Beatrice Hradsky, Irene
Gist, Sheila Lambert, Kimberly Lambert, Rosetta

Lane, Albert J. Novak, II, Mary Schwartz, Charles
Supik, Evelyn Turner and Lillian Tyler. Remember
also relatives, friends, our city, those who serve our
country in the military and all the needs recorded in
our parish prayer intention book.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time
February 5, 2017
CHURCH ENVELOPES
Please remember, if you haven’t already, to pick up
your box of church envelopes from the last pew.

your choice of potato salad or mac ‘n’ cheese and a
canned beverage. Fish sandwiches $8. Order forms
and more information coming soon.

SOUP-ER BOWL OF CARING

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Sirach 15:15–20
2ndReading
1 Corinthians 2:6–10
Gospel
Matthew 5:17–37

Our youth will be collecting funds in soup kettles
outside of the church today for the benefit of the soup
kitchen at the Franciscan Center. On a day when many
are enjoying lots of good food, let us support our
young people who are seeking to help the less
fortunate
MOTHER MARY LANGE AWARDS
The Mother Mary Lange Awards Banquet, sponsored
by the Office of Black Catholics to honor members of
our Black Catholic parishes is on Friday, February
10, 2017, 7:00 pm at Martin’s West. John will drive
the church bus, which will depart from the parking
lot at 6 p.m.
YOUTH GROUP SPAGHETTI DINNER
Saturday, February 18, we will hold the 16th Annual
Youth Group Spaghetti Dinner, Bingo and Bazaar,
from 12:00 to 4:00 pm in the lyceum. The cost is
still $5, which includes spaghetti with meat sauce,
salad, bread, beverage and desert. Take-out orders are
also accepted. Cash bingo, a white elephant table and
other activities will round out the afternoon. Enjoy an
affordable family day out and support our youth.
Tickets are available in the church office or from
Youth Group members
ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Masses Attendance
Collection
1/29/2017

8:00 am
11:45

61
41
101

Total
Last Year’s Total – 1/31/2016

$1,218.22
$2,345.50

LENTEN FISH FRY
Let us do the cooking for you each Friday of Lent.
Starting Friday, March 3rd and every Friday until
April 27th, the Sunday School staff will be selling
Fried Fish Dinners at the rectory. Each dinner is $12
and includes fried whiting, green beans, cornbread,

MASS INTENTIONS
Jan 29 8:00 am
Joseph & Louise Herold
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues Jan 31 8:00
Anne Diedrich
Wed Feb 1 8:00
Margaret Burns & Family
Thurs Feb 2 8:00
(Gift of Hope)
Fri
Feb 3 8:00
Sr. Albertine Mallet, FMM
Sun

MEN’S CLUB BREAKFAST AND RAFFLE
In preparation of the Men’s Club Annual Spring
Breakfast, Sunday, April 23rd, club members will be
selling raffle tickets $1.00 each or 7 for $5.00. Prizes
include a 40″ Flat Panel HD TV; Professional Family
Photo Session; variety of cash and other prizes. Raffle
tickets available from Men’s Club members and the
church office.
SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGES
Remember to purchase your 2017 subscription
package. The cost of a subscription plan is $132
yearly or $11 monthly, a savings of $32 for the year.
See Antoinette Shannon or call the church office to
reserve your subscription package. Thank you for
your continued support.
PRAYER FOR PEACE WALK
Please join Bishop Madden’s Prayer Walk for Peace in
the City on Tuesday, February 14th, at St. Edwards
Parish, 901 Popular Grove St. The evening will begin
with a light meal at 5:30 pm and end before 7:30 pm.
OBLATE SISTERS OF PROVIDENCE EVENT

The Oblate Sisters of Providence will hold their 10th
Annual Chicken Dinner at St. Francis Center, 501 E.
Chase St. On Saturday February 25 from 11am –
3:00pm. Tickets are $10.00. Volunteers and
donations are needed. Please contact Sr. Helene
Therese, OSP 410-536-5687 or Mr. Ralph Moore
443-255-5600. Proceeds are towards the Mother house
expenses.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Same Day Service
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Baltimore, MD 21224
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Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
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A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org
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Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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