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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
8:00 am
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions
DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:30 to 11:30A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time
January 29, 2017

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:

Today’s Gospel presents us with “the Beatitudes,” essential teachings of Jesus found in “the Sermon on the Mount”
(see Matthew 5:3-12). These admonitions and promises were meant to guide his followers as they went about their
lives at home, and also in the “public squares.” Jesus said: “Blessed are those who are poor in spirit, mourning,
meek, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, persecuted for righteousness
sake, reviled, persecuted, and falsely accused because of their faith.” He promised those who were so disposed
would receive great blessings in return; they would be “given the kingdom of heaven, comforted, made inheritors of
the land, satisfied, shown mercy, granted visions of God, called children of God, and bestowed with great rewards in
heaven.” Isn’t it true these teachings of Jesus, so familiar to us today, were some of the most thought-provoking he
offered to his followers? There’s no doubt even people from other faith traditions have taken great inspiration from
them as well! And as they guided the earliest of Christians, they continue to provide great and much needed wisdom
for us today.
I think my favorite Beatitude is “blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” And it’s not
surprising to me this one was highlighted by Jesus right in the middle of these teachings. This suggests to me it was a
“very central theme” of this sermon! The great need for “mercy” among the people in Jesus’ day probably wasn’t
too much different than in our own time. Even though we are Christians, like those who first heard the preaching of
Jesus, any one of us might be tempted to “withhold mercy” from those who have “sinned against us,” from those
who have disappointed us, and from those who may have caused us emotional damage or pain. I’m sure all of us can
think of individual people, and even organized groups of people, who’ve fit these descriptions – some of them we’ve
encountered close to home, and others we’ve been beset by in the “public square.” And let’s be honest, when people
have wronged us, isn’t it then very easy to “withhold mercy” and not to forgive? I know this is true for me!
Of course, Jesus’ all important teaching on mercy is also notably found in the words of the “Our Father,”
perhaps the prayer most often recited by every Christian. In it, we say “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us.” With these words in mind, and as we contemplate all of the Beatitudes, especially
the one about “mercy,” let’s ask ourselves if we really believe these basic teachings of Jesus. Do we affirm and give
witness to them with all of our thoughts, words, and actions? If not, it might be a good idea for us to think about
how we might once again conform our lives to the wisdom of Jesus! This is no easy thing to do, but it’s required of
us because we call ourselves “Christians.” At same time, and with just about every teaching contained in “the
Beatitudes,” I believe we should remind ourselves “mercy and forgiveness” have more to do with those who give,
than with those who receive (but that’s the subject of another essay).
Remaining faithful to the teachings of Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” can be challenging, as well as the
source of great blessings. As devoted Christians, we can be confident we will be “given the kingdom of heaven,
comforted, made inheritors of the land, satisfied, shown mercy, granted visions of God, called children of God, and
bestowed with great rewards in heaven.” May “the Beatitudes” always inspire us, especially in the manner in which
we show mercy and we forgive others, both at home and in the “public square.”
Praise God! Friar Timothy

FIRST FRIDAY
February 3rd is the First Friday of the month. Holy
hour begins with Mass at 8:00 a.m. and continues with
Vocations for World Peace.

AFTERNOON AT THE RACES
Afternoon at the Races is being held today in the
lyceum from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Come out and join us
for an afternoon of fun and refreshments.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time
January 29, 2017
PRAYER REQUESTS
Continue to keep in prayer our sick and homebound
members, especially Arnold Anderson, Donald
Benedict, Shrene Burnett, Beatrice Hradsky, Irene
Gist, Sheila Lambert, Kimberly Lambert, Albert J.
Novak, II, Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik, Evelyn
Turner and Lillian Tyler. Remember also relatives,
friends, our city, those who serve our country in the
military and all the needs recorded in our parish prayer
intention book.

SOUP-ER BOWL OF CARING
Our youth will be collecting funds in soup kettles
outside of the church on February 5, 2017 for the
benefit of the soup kitchen at the Franciscan Center.
On a day when many are enjoying lots of good food,
let us support our young people who are seeking to
help the less fortunate

Sun

YOUTH GROUP SPAGHETTI DINNER
Saturday, February 18, we will hold the 16th Annual
Youth Group Spaghetti Dinner, Bingo and Bazaar,
from 12:00 to 4:00 pm in the lyceum. The cost is
still $5, which includes spaghetti with meat sauce,
salad, bread, beverage and desert. Take-out orders are
also accepted. Cash bingo, a white elephant table and
other activities will round out the afternoon. Enjoy an
affordable family day out and support our youth.
Tickets are available in the church office or from
Youth Group members

1/22/2017

DANIEL RUDD SCHOLARSHIP
The Office of Black Catholic Ministeries is sponsoring
selling T-shirts for the Daniel Rudd Scholarships for
low income students attending Catholic elementary
and high schools. You can order a t-shirt by visiting
the following website:
https://www.booster.com/danielrudd-scholarshipfundraiser
T-shirt cost is $20.00, plus $4.99 for shipping and
handling for the first item. Paypal, all major credit
cards and debit cards are accepted.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
st
1 Reading
Isaiah 58:7–10
2ndReading
1 Corinthians 2:1–5
Gospel
Matthew 5:13–16
MASS INTENTIONS
Jan 29 8:00 am
Mary Burke
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues Jan 31 8:00
Deceased Members of
St. Wenceslaus Altar Sodality
Wed Feb 1 8:00
James Miller
Thurs Feb 2 8:00
(Gift of Hope)
Fri
Feb 3 8:00
ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Masses Attendance
Collection

Total

8:00 am
11:45

47
36
83
$1,809.00

Due to inclement weather, there was no service held on
1/24/2016

MOTHER MARY LANGE AWARDS
The Mother Mary Lange Awards Banquet, sponsored
by the Office of Black Catholics to honor members of
our Black Catholic parishes is on Friday, February
10, 2017, 7:00 pm at Martin’s West. John will drive
the church bus, which will depart from the parking
lot at 6 p.m. Tickets for the St. Wenceslaus tables can
still be ordered from Mary Clayton or the parish office
for $60 each. Come out and join us celebrate our
honorees.
Antoinette Shannon
Leadership
Gloria Barber
Service
Richard Shannon
Youth

MARYLAND CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
2017 “Catholics in Annapolis” Mark your calendar for
the 33rd “Catholics in Annapolis” night on Feb. 15th
from 3 pm to 8 pm. It begins at St. John Neumann
Church (620 Bestgate Rd.) from 3-4:30 pm with
briefings from the Maryland Catholic Conference on the
relevant faith issues before the General Assembly. We
will then be shuttled to downtown Annapolis where we
will meet our legislators from 5 pm to 6:30 pm followed
by a reception in the Miller Office Building. The event
and reception are free, but registration is required:
www.MdCatholic.org/LobbyNight. Lobby Night is one
of the best attended advocacy events in Annapolis.
Gathering everyone in one place will also demonstrate
the great turnout we have every year when parishioners
have the opportunity to speak in person with elected
officials about issues before the General Assembly.
NEW CHURCH ENVELOPES
Please remember, if you haven’t already, to pick up
your box of envelopes from the last pew.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Same Day Service

– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise

TODAY!

Weakly

410-501-5284
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WEEKLY
This
Space

Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Fast, Reliable,
Local Service

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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