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COLLINGTON and ASHLAND AVENUES
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21205

SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
8:00 am
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions
DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:30 to 11:30A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2016

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:

The first words of the traditional “entrance antiphon” proclaimed at Mass on the Third Sunday of Advent
are from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. He wrote: “Rejoice in the Lord always, I say it again, rejoice” (see
Philippians 4:4). In Latin, this translates to “gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete,” and so, based on
these words, this Sunday has always been known as “Gaudete Sunday.” On this day, the traditional liturgical color
is rose, hence the unique hue of the Advent wreath’s third candle, as well as the vestments used by the ministers.
The words of St. Paul in the antiphon, and the color rose, are meant to emphasize our heightened sense of JOY
during these ebbing days of Advent, and as we come closer to the celebration of Christmas. This is completely
based on the experience of knowing the presence of the Lord is at hand, and this reality causes us to rejoice! “I say it
again, rejoice!”
In today’s first reading, the Prophet Isaiah described the day of the Lord’s coming; he spoke of this same joy
when he wrote “in those days the desert and the parched land will exult, the steppe will rejoice and bloom, they will
bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful song” (see Isaiah 35:1-2a). And on that day of rejoicing, he
also prophesied that “the eyes of the blind would be opened, and the ears of the deaf would be cleared . . . then the
lame would leap like stags, and the tongues of mutes would sing” (see verses 5-6a). These joyful words form a kind
of prologue to those of Jesus found in today’s passage from the Gospel of St. Matthew. In it, the emissaries of John
the Baptist questioned Jesus about whom he truly was. And then echoing the words of Isaiah, Jesus told them: “Go
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them” (see Matthew 11:4-5). We can only
imagine how overjoyed they must have been upon learning the anticipated day had come, and that Jesus truly was
the long awaited Messiah.
Yet because we know “the rest of the story,” surely our joy is even greater than what was experienced by the
followers of John the Baptist. We already know what the Lord has done for us in this life, and what he promised as
we now anticipate our own future glory. We know Jesus worked wonders upon the earth, and we know he came to
serve humanity and to raise the lowly to high places! We know he sacrificed himself completely for us when he died
on the cross; we know he rose from the dead; we know he saved us, and we know he promised us joy forever with
the Father in heaven. We also know we share in the mission of Jesus Christ as ambassadors of God’s love on this
earth. Therefore, on this Third Sunday of Advent, and with all of these things in mind, we rejoice again with even
more enthusiasm than those disciples of John. But even more specifically, we rejoice today because we anticipate
the second coming of Jesus, and we believe the hour of his return is close at hand!
My friends, as we joyfully light the rose-colored candle of our wreath, let’s celebrate with enthusiasm the
promised return of Jesus the Lord! And so today, as we anticipate the finale of Advent, and the coming of
Christmas, let’s once more recall St. Paul’s words: “Rejoice in the Lord always!” Yes, Jesus is coming, so let’s say
it again: “REJOICE!”
Praise God! Friar Timothy

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please continue to pray for our sick and homebound,
especially Arnold Anderson, Donald Benedict,
Beatrice Hradsky, Irene Gist, Sheila Lambert, Albert J.
Novak, II, Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik, Lillian
Tyler and Joan Pittman.

THE GIVING TREE
Please remember to take a tag or two from the Giving
Tree and bring back a new, unwrapped gift for the
clients of the Franciscan Center. Gifts can be left in
the baskets under the tree until December 18.
Thank you for all your support and may God continue
to bless you.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2016
THANK YOU
Our thanks again goes out to St. Ann’s church for
sharing with us over 30 bags of groceries donated by
the Thomas Kearson and the Family & Friends
Organization and John Frederick.
INVESTMENT CLUB WINNERS
Week 9
$100 – Mary Gioia
Seller: Church
$50 – Audrey Wesson
Seller: Subscription
$25 – Donald Atmur
Seller: Church

CHURCH CLEANING & DECORATING
Come and lend a hand on Friday, December 16 at
11:00 am, to help clean the church in preparation of
the “coming of our savior”. We will “deck the halls”
on Sunday, December 18 after the 11:45 am mass.
Many hands make light work of decorating, and
there’s something for every age level to do. We’ll
supply the hot chocolate, cookies and Christmas
music. Sign-up sheets are on the table in the back of the
church. Thank you for your support.

NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10 – 14
Romans 1:1–7
Matthew 1:23

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
On Sunday, December 18 we will offer the Anointing
of the Sick at both Masses. Where possible we
encourage you to bring elderly and infirm members
and friends to church that day. The sacrament of
anointing continues the healing ministry of Jesus for
all who suffer from illness or old age.

MASS INTENTIONS
Dec 11 8:00 am
Barbara (Novak) Michal
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues Dec 13 8:00
William & Katherine Regan
Wed Dec 14 8:00
Kathy E. Goldbeck
Thurs Dec 15 7:00
Shimanek, Hamerbacher
Families (Gift of Hope)
Fri
Dec 16 8:00
Harry Danner

ADVENT PRAYER SERVICE
A combined Evening Prayer and Penance Service for
the Parishes of St. Francis Xavier, St. Ann and St.
Wenceslaus will be held at St. Francis Xavier Church
(Caroline and Oliver Streets) on
Tuesday evening, December 20th at
6:30 pm. This is a great way to
“prepare the way of the Lord.” Please join us!

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
Masses Attendance
Collection
12/4/2016
8:00 am
63
11:45
44
107

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS…

1st Reading
2ndReading
Gospel
Sun

Total
Last Year’s Total 12/6/2015

$2,724.10
$1,659.20

RETIRED RELIGIOUS COLLECTION
Today’s second collection was for the support of
retired religious sisters, brothers and priests. Please be
generous to those who have given a lifetime of service
to the church. Thank you for your generous support.
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Tickets are available for our December 17 Breakfast
with Santa, held in the lyceum, from 10:00 am –
12:00 pm. Tickets are $5 for adults and $4 for
children 12 and under. Each child 12 years and
younger will receive a gift from Santa. Everyone will
enjoy a full breakfast, songs, games, and Christmas
cheer. Tickets are limited, and none will be sold at
the door.

To place a flower on the altar at Christmas
in honor of a loved one, living or deceased, please fill
out and return this form. The suggested offering is $8.
Name to be
remembered__________________________________
Name of
Donor_______________________________________
SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGES
Remember to purchase your subscription package.
The cost of a subscription plan is $132 yearly or
$11 monthly, a savings of $32 for the year. See
Michael Hall, Antoinette Shannon or call the church
office to reserve your subscription package in advance
of the January Afternoon at the Races event. Thank
you for your continuous support.

- ST. WENCESLAUS CHURCH THANKS OUR BULLETIN ADVERTISERS – PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM WHEN POSSIBLE -

Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Same Day Service

– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise

TODAY!

Weakly

410-501-5284

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space

Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Fast, Reliable,
Local Service

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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