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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
8:00 am
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions
DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:30 to 11:30A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2016

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:

It’s hard to believe another liturgical year has come to an end, and a new one now begins. As with
every year on the First Sunday of Advent, and on the days to come, we are challenged by our Scriptures to
contemplate the coming of a “New Day.” We believe when that day comes “the old and malevolent ways of
doing things and of being” will have passed away. We trust that day will also mark the final and definitive
coming of Jesus, the triumph of all truth and goodness, and the end of earthly existence as we know it.
The Prophet Isaiah, pondering such a future day, wrote the following: “In days to come . . . they shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword
against another, nor shall they train for war again” (see Isaiah 1:2a-4b). This is exactly what we long for as
people of faith, and at the same time we’re painfully aware such a day has yet to come. We need only to read
the newspaper, to watch the television, or to follow an internet feed to know this to be true. Christians therefore
understand Advent as more than simply a season for cheerful gatherings, colorful decorating, gleeful shopping,
and joyful preparing for the festivities of Christmas. For us, this is also a time and an opportunity to reflect and
to prepare spiritually for the day when all evil will be conquered, and when the fullness of the presence of God
will decisively infuse and conquer everything on earth. During these days, we are called to examine our
personal and communal lives, and if necessary, to change any attitudes and/or behaviors that are contrary to the
hopeful words and vision of Isaiah. We have this in mind as we begin another Advent, and as we once again
pray fervently for the “Second Coming” of Jesus! During this season, we therefore ask ourselves: “Are we
ready for that day?”
Jesus challenged his disciples in the Gospel to have such a spirit and desire to be ready when he said to
them: “Stay awake! Be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come” (Matthew
24:42b,44b). This very same challenge, with a great sense of urgency, was spoken by St. Paul when he wrote:
“Brothers and sisters: You know the time; it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep . . . for our salvation is
nearer now than when we first believed; the night is advanced, the day is at hand” (Romans 13:11-12a). And
so, these are our more important focuses during this wonderful liturgical season of Advent as we once again
prepare ourselves for that “New Day” when the Lord Jesus will come again!
My friends, let’s not lose our Advent focus! During this time, let’s have a great time with all our
cheerful gatherings, our colorful decorating, our gleeful shopping trips, and our joyful preparing for the
festivities of Christmas. But let’s not forget the message of our Christian faith, and our longing and readying
for the day when the Lord Jesus will come again. On that day, we believe the words of the Prophet Isaiah will
triumph victoriously, and those “old and malevolent ways of doing things and of being” will be forever
vanquished. And what a day of rejoicing it will be . . . Are we ready?
Praise God! Friar Timothy

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please continue to pray for our sick and homebound,
especially Arnold Anderson, Donald Benedict, Beatrice
Hradsky, Irene Gist, Sheila Lambert, Albert J. Novak, II,
Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik, Lillian Tyler and Joan
Pittman.

FIRST FRIDAY
December 2 is the First Friday of the month. Holy hour
begins with Mass at 8:00 a.m. and continues with
Vocations for World Peace.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2016
ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the Main altar, the Blessed Virgin Mary
and St. Joseph side altars are in memory of Rose L.
Bennett, Donald Bennett, Sr. and The Bennett Family
given by Naomi Bennett.
INVESTMENT CLUB WINNERS
Week 7
$100 – Barbara Wright
Seller: Church
$50 – Bernard Mackovec
Seller: Self
$25 – Joe & Barbara Noble
Seller: Church

1stReading
2ndReading
Gospel

NEXT SUNDAY
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1–10
Romans 15:4–9
Matthew 3:1–12

MASS INTENTIONS
Nov 27 8:00 am
James & Helen Champlin
11:45
For the Parishioners
Tues Nov 29 8:00
Christopher Goldbeck, Sr
Wed Nov 30 8:00
Harry Danner
Thurs Dec 1 7:00
Bartlett & Marie Regan
(Gift of Hope)
Fri
Dec 2 8:00
Kalista, O’Sullivan & Holub
Families
Sun.

THANK YOU - THANKSGIVING BASKETS
A heartfelt thank you goes out to our friends at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church in Ellicott City. Once
again they came through with a donation of over a 100
boxes of food towards our Thanksgiving baskets.
With help from our volunteers we were able to
distribute the Thanksgiving baskets to families in our
parish and surrounding neighborhoods. Now we count
on your help to re-stock the shelves in the Food Pantry
for Christmas. Through the assistance of the Men’s
Club Food Drive, which ends on Sunday December
11, we hope to accomplish this. Please continue to put
your bag of nonperishable food items in the baskets in
the vestibule or place your monetary donations in the
basket on the altar rail in front of the church.

2017 SUBSCRIPTION PLAN PACKAGES
Purchase your subscription plan for 2017 now at the cost of
$132 yearly or $11 monthly, a savings of $32 for the
year. See Michael Hall, Antoinette Shannon or call the
church office to reserve your subscription in advance of the
January Afternoon at the Races event.

MEN’S CLUB FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
Saturday, December 3, 2016, at the Tokyo Seafood
Buffet, 6901 Security Blvd. The average cost of the meal
(ALL YOU CAN EAT) is about $15.00. Bus
transportation will be available. The bus will leave
at 12:00 pm. All men and boys of the church are
encouraged to attend.
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION FEAST DAY
Thursday, December 8 is the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patronal feast day of the
United States and a holy day of obligation. Mass will
be held at 8:00 a.m. at St. Wenceslaus church.
MOTHER MARY LANGE AWARDS BANQUET
The 20th Annual Mother Mary Lange, O.S.P. Awards
Banquet will be held on Friday, February 10, 2017 at
7:00 pm at Martin’s West on Dogwood Rd. The event is
sponsored by the Office of Black Catholics to honor
members of our Black Catholic parishes for leadership,
service and youth activity. Tickets for the St.
Wenceslaus tables can be ordered from the parish at $60
each, payable when the tickets are picked up.

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Your donation works for aging religious. Sunday,
December 11 our second collection is designated for
the retirement needs of religious sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests. These dedicated religious have
offered their lives in service to others – educating the
young, comforting the sick, seeking justice for the
oppressed for generations with little compensation.
Donation envelopes are on the table in the back of the
church, please take one and return it with your
generous support.
REVIVAL AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
Our good neighbor, the Historic St. Francis Xavier
Church, is having a Revival entitled "I Will Return to
My Father's House." It will take place at the
church Thursday, December 1st through Saturday,
December 3rd at 6:30 p.m. on each of the three
evenings. The Revival will be led by the renowned
preacher, Deacon Larry Oney of Hope and Purpose
Ministries. He is a permanent deacon for the Catholic
Archdiocese of New Orleans and serves at Divine Mercy
Parish in Kenner, Louisiana. Please take advantage of
this wonderful opportunity for spiritual renewal! For
more information, please call the St. Francis parish
office at 410-727-4160.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Same Day Service

– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

Baltimore, MD 21224

Don’t Advertise

TODAY!

Weakly

410-501-5284

ADVERTISE

WEEKLY
This
Space

Redefining the Funeral Experience
www.MarchFH.com
East: 1101 E. North Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21202 * 410-727-3300
West: 4300 Wabash Avenue * Baltimore, MD 21215 * 410-542-2400

Available.
Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

Fast, Reliable,
Local Service

Volunteer
for. . .

H

ouse

A Family Grief & Loss Center
In Baltimore, MD

SPACE
AVAILABLE

*Programs for Children & Adults*
Call: (410) 235-6633 • www.Robertashouse.org

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)
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