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SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:00 and 11:45 am
8:00 am
As announced in the bulletin

CONFESSIONS:
Please contact the parish office to schedule an
appointment for confessions
DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:30 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 8:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:30 to 11:30A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name
Street
Phone
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Zip
Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
23rd Sunday In Ordinary Time
September 4, 2016

From the Pastor . . .
My Sisters and Brothers:
The author of today’s first reading wrote “for the corruptible body burdens the soul and the earthen shelter
weighs down the mind that has many concerns” (see Wisdom 9:15). In today’s Gospel, Jesus warned his disciples that
“those who came to him without hating their father and mother, wife or husband and children, brothers and sisters, and
even their own lives, were not able to be his disciple” and “those who did not renounce all of their possessions were not
able to be his disciples” (cf. Luke 14:26).
As living, breathing human beings, who live day to day in this world, with all of the ordinary and even
necessary burdens we must carry, how are we supposed to understand these words of wisdom in our own time? Are we
called to reject our families, our possessions, and even the needs of our mortal bodies in order to spend all of our days
and energy focused on only things of heaven? It’s likely that many mystics, contemplative religious people, monks, and
nuns in the history of the church attempted to do just such in their responses to these scriptural mandates. Even today,
there are some who strive to do the same. But is this required of all the rest of us as well? Certainly not!
It’s definitely laudable for a chosen few to have embraced austere lives completely focused on heaven and
detached from all worldly concerns. But this was and is certainly not the reality for everyone else – that is, the ninetynine point-nine percent of the rest of the Christian population throughout all of history and in our own time. So what
did Jesus mean when he taught his disciples “to hate their fathers and mothers, wives, husbands and children, brothers
and sisters, and even their own lives?” After-all, this mandate seems extremely harsh to say the least!
When we contemplate the teachings of Jesus, it’s always important to recall that he frequently used a popular
teaching method, common during those days, which used hyperbole or exaggeration in order to drive home a specific
point. Therefore, those who heard Jesus’ words would have understood they were not actually required to hate their
family members, and/or their very selves, in order to be his followers. Instead, they surely would have understood that
care for others, attention to one’s bodily needs, and prudent stewardship over one’s material possessions, were certainly
necessary. But it would have also been clearly understood that these concerns were always and actually “secondary” to
the more important heavenly and spiritual realities. And our own understanding of these teachings must be the same.
The Book of Wisdom reminds us that “the corruptible body burdens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs
down the mind that has many concerns,” but it doesn’t suggest we need not take care of our bodies or reject the material
things we must have in order to survive. I don’t believe Jesus would have suggested otherwise. As spiritual people who
long for the day we meet God face-to-face, let’s not then neglect our many earthly responsibilities! And so, are family
and relational issues, the realities of health concerns, financial difficulties, job related challenges, and etcetera dragging
us down? Jesus tells us, and all of those who truly wish to be his “disciples,” not to become so burdened by these things
that they distract us from higher realities. Instead, he promises to “have our backs” when dealing with all of these
ordinary and even necessary aspects of our lives! Let us encourage one another with this promising message of our
faith!
Praise God! Friar Timothy

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for our sick, especially Marie Holmes,
Alicia Champlin, Donald Benedict, Beatrice Hradsky,
Nancy Gist, Sheila Lambert, Albert J. Novak, II,
Mary Schwartz, Charles Supik and Joan Pittman
(sister of Michael Hall) and all the needs recorded in
our parish prayer intention book.

LABOR DAY PICNIC
Now that the Fourth of July and the Crab Feast are
behind us, we look to tomorrow’s Labor Day picnic as
our next big social event. Once again we will gather at
Rocky Point Park. The date is Monday, September 5.
Tickets are $7 adults and $4 children. Raffle tickets
are $1 each or 6 for $5 for cash prizes of $150, $100,
and $50.

SAINT WENCESLAUS CHURCH
23rd Sunday In Ordinary Time
September 4, 2016
MASS OF THANKSGIVING IN HONOR OF
ST. TERESA OF KOLKATA
On Saturday, September 4, 2016, Mother Teresa of
Kolkata was canonized by Pope Francis at St.
Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican! We will celebrate
the canonization here at St. Wenceslaus with a special
Mass on Saturday, September 10th at 11:00 am! On
that day, our dear Sisters, the Missionaries of Charity,
will host the Mass to be celebrated by Archbishop
William Lori of Baltimore. Please join the Sisters,
invited clergy members, friends, and our parishioners
for this special Mass of Thanksgiving in honor of St.
Teresa of Kolkata. After the Mass, the celebration
will continue with a luncheon in the Lyceum during
which a short film presentation on the life of Mother
Teresa will be presented. Please plan to come as we
celebrate the canonization of St. Teresa of Kolkata!
The Mass and the luncheon are open to all who come!
For more information, please call the Sisters at Gift of
Hope Convent at 410-732-6056.
WELCOME FR. JACK LOMBARDI!
Today, September 4, 2016, we welcome Fr. Jack
Lombardi and guests to our 11:45 a.m. Mass during
which we celebrate yesterday’s canonization of St.
Teresa of Kolkata. Fr. Jack worked with Mother
Teresa in India many years ago and is pleased to be here
to celebrate today at the site of the convent of the
Missionaries of Charity. Please join us after the 11:45
a.m. Mass in the Lyceum for some refreshments and
conversation about the Church’s newest canonized saint!
SIGHT & SOUND TRIP UPDATE
We now have 2 buses for our trip to Sight and Sound. If
you know of someone who wants to join us but thought
it was too late to see Samson on October 29th, let them
know there are seats available. Cost of trip is $130 for
adults and $85 for children ages 3-12. The final
payment of your balance is due September 11th, NO
EXCEPTIONS. Payments can be given to Alicia,
Shrene, Antoinette or turned into the church office.
BLESSINGS TO ALL OUR STUDENTS
A special blessing to all of our students returning back to
school. May the Lord guide you in this new school year
and grant you wisdom and knowledge to succeed in your
achievements. May He also bless the parents and
teachers and provide them with patience and the desire
to feed our young student’s eager minds.

FOR NEXT SUNDAY
24 Sunday in Ordinary Time
th

1stReading
2ndReading
Gospel

Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
1 Timothy 1: 12-17
Luke 15:1-32

MASS INTENTIONS
Sun. Sept 4
Tues. Sept 6

8:00 am
11:45
8:00

For the Parishioners
J oseph Green Sr.
Lisa and Wanda Basarab (living)

Wed. Sept 7

8:00

Srs. Methodia & Eliazer, SSND

Thur. Sept 8

8:00

John and Linda Althoss (living)
(Gift of Hope)

Fri.

8:00

Living and deceased members
o f the Lohr family

Sept 9

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE & COLLECTIONS
8/28/2016

Masses
8:00 am
11:45

Total
Last Year’s Total 8/30/2015

Attendance
53
41
94

Collection

$1,715.64
$1,232.15

ALTAR FLOWERS
Parishioners are invited to make altar flower offerings in
honor of their loved ones. Please call the parish office
for more information.
OUTREACH CENTER
The Lucielle Fitzgerald Food Pantry is open every
Wednesday and Thursday, from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.
We assist those families, inside and outside of the parish,
who are in most need. For more information contact
Alicia Champlin at the Outreach Center, 410-675-3320.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
The Parish Pastoral Council will have its next meeting
on Tuesday, September 13th in the parish rectory at 7:00
pm. This will be the first regular meeting held after the
summer recess. All members are expected to attend!
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Registration for Sunday School will begin today, on
September 4th after each Mass. A teacher’s meeting
will be held on September 11th at 9:30 a.m. in the
church.
Please see Edith Pumphrey for more
information.
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Cvach/ROSEDALE

410-327-7627 Daily, Evening & Sat. Appt. Available

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

ANN E. CHRISTOPHER, D.D.S.

1211 CHESACO AVE.
410-682-2467

Family Dentistry

Rev. Peter Lyons, T.O.R.
Pastor

Since 1879

3209 Eastern Avenue

HIGH QUALITY
DIGITAL
PRINTING

Rev. Jordan Hite, T.O.R.
In Residence

Same Day Service

– NEW PATIENTS WELCOME –

Fast, Reliable,
Local Service

Baltimore, MD 21224

TODAY!

Fast Turn Around
All Types of Jobs

Parish Office
2111 Ashland Avenue ........ 410-675-7304
FAX ................................. 410-675-5746
E-mail: SWenceslaus@archbalt.org
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410-501-5284

SPACE
AVAILABLE

Don’t Advertise Weakly

ADVERTISE WEEKLY

Send your file for a quote
to printing@fataonline.com

This Space Available.

410-578-3600

Please Call Us At

410-578-3600

#2097

Jim Bush
Plumbing

To donate call
(410) 662-0500
ext. 201

Senior Discounts
Plumbing • Heating
Bathroom & Kitchen
Remodeling
Waterproofing
Drains Cleaned

410-644-1399

410-662-0500 ext. 201
www.vincentbaltimore.org

Saint Wenceslaus
Catholic Church
COLLINGTON and ASHLAND AVENUES
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21205

St. Vincent de Paul of Baltimore
2305 N Charles Street
Suite 300
Baltimore, MD 21218

“Seeking Serenity”
- a booklet for those
suffering health problems.
Quick-reading, inspiring, cheering.....

A meaningful gift for those you care about.
Send $10.00 to FATA: P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(Checks only payable to FATA)

Fr. Joe Breighner
offers his book-

“More Reflections
Along A Country Road”
...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" on all kinds of topics.
Short, insightful, meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some of
Fr. Joe's best thoughts.
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA
P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 (checks only payable to FATA)

Lyceum
2100 E. Madison St. .......410-675-3320

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!
If interested in
this space
please call us at

410-578-3600

WHAT CAN STRAY CATS
TEACH US ABOUT LIFE?...
You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love
of Stray Cats”

SUNDAY
WEEKDAYS
HOLYDAYS

MASSES
8:30 and 11:15 am
8:00 am
As announced in the bulletin

SUNDAY SCHOOL:

CONFESSIONS:
Sunday 8:00 - 8:20 a.m.
10:45 - 11:05 a.m.
And by appointment

Sunday School classes for children and youth meet
every Sunday in the Lyceum from 9:45 to 10:45 A.M.
To register call the church office or Ms. Edith Pumphrey,
Director, at 410-488-7069.

DEVOTIONS:
Infant of Prague Novena - Tuesdays at 8:00 a.m.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena - Wednesdays
at 8:00 a.m.
First Friday Holy Hour for Vocations - 7:30 a.m.
BAPTISMS:
Adult candidates and parents of infants are invited to
contact the pastor so that we can begin preparations
for baptism.
MARRIAGE:
We extend a warm welcome to couples desiring to
be married in the church. Please contact us early (six
months or more) so that we can work with you to prepare for your wedding.

an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for
postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889
Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

For ad information, Call Tim Maher or Phil Maher at (410) 578-3600 or write P.O. Box 4889, Baltimore, MD 21211 - © 2016

St. Wenceslaus is "twinned" with St. Ann Church, at
Greenmount Ave. and E. 22nd St.
Mr. Rogelio D'Almeida - pastoral associate
Rev. Mr. James E. Bee - deacon
410-235-8169
Masses at St. Ann: Sunday - 10:00 a.m.
Thursday - 7:00 p.m.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:
Please notify the pastor when a member is unable to
come to church. We will be happy to provide pastoral
care at home or in the hospital.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We urge you to register as a member of the parish,
so that we can keep you informed of church activities. We will be happy to provide you with church
envelopes to assist you in the support of the church.
You may register in person at the church office
weekdays between 9:00 to 2:00 or by completing
the following form.

Name ______________________________
Street ______________________________
Phone_______________ Zip ___________
Check:
New Registration
Change of Address
Catholic Review
Yes

Moving out of Parish
Want Envelopes
No

Please cut out and drop in the collection box or
mail to the rectory.

BULLETIN DEADLINE MONDAY 9:00 A.M.

