A Catholic community
devoted to deep and
abiding friendship
with Jesus Christ

Established 1700

3320 Saint Peter's Drive
Waldorf, Maryland 20601
www.stpeterswaldorf.org
Hours: M-F, 8:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Phone 301-843-8916
Fax: 301-632-6272
St. Peter’s School 301-843-1955
Office for Christian Formation
301-843-9583

SUNDAY MASSES
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., Noon and 1:30 p.m. (en Espanol)
Saturday evening at 4:00 p.m.
Daily Mass at 8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday
Confessions:
Saturday from 3:00 – 3:45 p.m. (Church)
Wednesday from 7:00 – 7:30 p.m. (Our Lady of the Fields
Chapel)
or by appointment
Chapel of Our Lady of the Fields
Open 24 hours a day for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament

PASTORAL STAFF
Father Keith A. Woods, Pastor
Father Cezary Kozubek, Parochial Vicar
Monsignor Andrew Cassin, Pastor Emeritus
Monsignor Oliver McGready, Retired
Deacon Robert Martin
PARISH STAFF

Tom Abell, Parish Facilities Manager
Alice Culbreth, Director of Christian Formation
Sister Theresa Frere, IHM, Coordinator of Ministry
to the Sick and Homebound
Gavin Arvizo, Youth Minister
Alicia Moore, Parish Secretary
Fran O’Neill, Parish Accountant
Diana M. Davis, Music Director
J.R. West, Principal, St. Peter’s School

Welcome Visitors and New Members
St. Peter’s welcomes those new to our community or those who
may be visiting family and friends. Please don’t hesitate to
introduce yourself to those worshipping with you. Also, if
you’ve recently moved into our parish, please register at the
parish office, 301-843-8916. We are glad you’re here and hope
you will come back often.

If you would like to register in St. Peter’s Parish, please contact the Parish Office to request a registration
form, 301-843-8916 or email parishsecretary@stpeterswaldorf.org

St. Peter’s Catholic School
301-843-1955
Grades pre-K thru 8, hours: 8:15 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Before/After Care, hours: 6:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Mass and Novena in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 8:00 p.m. on the First Friday of every month in
the Church. All night Eucharistic Vigil from the Friday evening Mass until the Saturday morning 8 o’clock
Mass from September to June.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
For those interested in becoming Catholic – those persons who have never been baptized or those baptized
into other Christian denominations who now wish to become Catholic – or for those Catholics who have
missed receiving Sacraments after Baptism. Please contact the Office for Christian Formation at 301-8439583 for more information.
GIFT (Growing in Faith Together)
Children and middle school youth attend faith formation sessions where they are instructed in the Catholic
faith and are prepared to receive the sacraments. Several sessions for parents are offered throughout the
year to support them in their role in the faith formation of their children. Sessions for children PreK
through 8th grade are held on most Sundays during the academic year (September – June) from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:15 p.m. Contact the Office for Christian Formation at 301-843-9583 for more information.
Youth Ministry
Youth Ministry provides spiritual, social and cultural experiences for students in middle through high
school. The purpose of St. Peter’s Youth Ministry is to empower the young people in our parish to live as
disciples of Jesus Christ by drawing them to responsible participation in the life, mission and work of the
Catholic faith community. For youth in middle and high school it will foster development and growth in
Christian discipleship and Catholic identity through faith formation sessions, service projects, social events
and spiritual activities, such as retreats. Contact Gavin Arvizo, Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry for details gavinyouthminister@gmail.com or 301-843-9583 x 160.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
The St. Vincent de Paul Society food pantry is open on the third Saturday of the month from 9:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. and is located in the school auditorium. For more information, call 301-932-7713. Donations of
non-perishable food items may be left in the baskets beneath the Offertory Table at the central entrance to
the Church for the benefit of the monthly food distribution to the needy.
The Women’s Worship Ministry meets on the fourth Monday of each month. Worship and praise begins at
7:00 p.m. in church followed by Bible study and Scripture reflection. Just bring your Bible and your joyful
voice! Contact: Kathy Moore, 301-843-2839, goodnews36@gmail.com.
Altar Society washes and presses altar linens, cleans altar and sacristy, fills holy water fonts, etc. in the
Church. Call Kathy Hancher 301-752-3908 or Lily Perez 301-512-4854.

To report repairs and other matters concerning church buildings and grounds, please contact the parish
facilities manager on 301-843-8916, ext. 142.

From Father Woods

The Holy Rosary
Each year at some point in October we have to turn our attention to the Rosary.
October 7th is the Feast of the Holy Rosary and traditionally this month is
dedicated to this particular form of prayer. The Rosary is an incredibly simple
prayer: the repetition of well-known prayers while meditating on various events
(mysteries) in the life of the Lord Jesus and the Blessed Mother. While there are those who have
criticized the Rosary as a violation of the Lord’s admonition to avoid “rattling on” in lengthy prayers, the
Rosary properly understood is a truly spiritual “exercise”. Much like a runner or anyone who goes to a
gymnasium knows the necessity of “sets” and “reps” or a musician repeatedly practices the scales, the
recitation of the Rosary is supposed to lull the person praying into a truly reflective and meditative
experience. Since we don’t have to think about reading words, we can simply create a hymn of prayer as
we make our way around the beads. The Rosary is meant to be more than just belting out prayers or
getting through it. The “power” of the Rosary is found in the deepening of the relationship with Jesus and
His Blessed Mother.
While the Rosary is important and can be very helpful with spiritual growth, the Rosary is not a
Sacrament – it’s a devotion, or a “sacramental”, that aides one in holiness. The Rosary cannot compare
with receiving Holy Communion or absolution in Confession. We’ve all met people who can take a good
thing a bit too far. This can happen when people become overly-enthusiastic about their particular
devotion (no matter how good it might be) at the expense of the Gospel and the Sacraments that Jesus left
the Church. It’s important to maintain a healthy attitude toward the spiritual life that avoids superstition,
magic, or any other deviation. A healthy spirituality is rooted in the Most Blessed Trinity, in the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus, in the Church He established, and the Sacraments that communicate His grace.
The rhythm of the Rosary can be of great assistance in one’s prayer life. Praying the Rosary daily helps
some people make sure they actually pray each day. Some people find the Rosary calming because it
invites them into solitude and communion with the Lord. The Rosary can be helpful while driving,
especially when listened to from a CD or downloaded from iTunes or some other vendor. Many people
like to pray the Rosary while preparing to go to sleep at night.
Very often the Rosary has been present as a Priest administers the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.
One lady who was conscious clutched her Rosary. The family of another woman who was unconscious
had pinned her Rosary to the top of her pillow. So often these people prayed that the Blessed Mother
would be with them “now and at the hour of our death” and Our Lady did not go back on that promise.
One time I commented to a dying man about his well-worn Rosary. He smiled and replied, “Father, this
Rosary has been a lasso since my First Communion. Like the cowboy I have thrown this lasso all my life
but now it’s finally gonna land on my target: Jesus.” Surely Our Lady wrapped him in her mantle and
brought him to her Divine Son. The Rosary can be a lifeline to Heaven. Spend your life lassoing the
Lord!

Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us!
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 2, 2016

Please pray for God’s grace
for those who are ill:
Sunday, October 2, Twenty-seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m.
Della and Lloyd Jenssen
8:00 a.m.
Laura Holmes
10:00 a.m.
Parishioners of St. Peter’s
12:00 noon
Marvin, Lucretia and Norma Davis
1:30 p.m.
Intentions of the Celebrant

John David Yamnicky, Doris Ann
Bradburn, Leo Bradburn, John Smith,
Belinda Windsor, Rose Daskievige, Mary
Beard, Kelly Schwartz, G. Oliver, Loula
Phoebus, Michele Mitchell, Joan Schrock,
Carline Proctor, Jeff Radtke, Ken
Goldsmith, Al Dintino, Johnny Norman.

Monday, October 3
8:00 a.m.

Please also pray for:
● an increase in vocations, especially in our parish
● our parish priests

Iluminada Oritz

Tuesday, October 4, St. Francis of Assisi
8:00 a.m.
George Strohminge
Wednesday, October 5
8:00 a.m.
Intentions of Fr. Joseph Perkins
Thursday, October 6, St. Bruno, Blessed Marie
Rose Durocher
8:00 a.m.
Kathryn Chick
Friday, October 7, Our Lady of the Rosary
8:00 a.m.
Mazie Middleton
Saturday, October 8
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m. Vigil

Lois Dorman
Deceased members of the Hawkins,
Chapman and Brooks families

Sunday, October 9, Twenty-eighth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m.
Kathryn Chick
10:00 a.m.
Parishioners of St. Peter’s
12:00 noon
Reginald Thomas
1:30 p.m.
Intentions of the Celebrant
The sanctuary light will burn this week in loving memory
of William and Marie Phelps.

Parish news and information in our weekly bulletin can also be
found in color on the Parish website at www.stpeterswaldorf.org.

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Year of Mercy Reflection

“The most important thing in the life of every
man and every woman is not that they should
never fall along the way. The important thing is
to get back up, not to stay on the ground licking
your wounds. The Lord of mercy always forgives
me; he always offers me the possibility of
starting over. He loves me for what I am, he
wants to raise me up, and he extends his hand to
me. This is one of the tasks of the Church: to
help people perceive that there are no situations
that they cannot get out of. For as long as we are
alive it is always possible to start over, all we
have to do is let Jesus embrace us and forgive
us.”
(Pope Francis, The Name of God is
Mercy) Celebrate God’s mercy with us this year
at mercy.adw.org.

This week’s Designated Charity is the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. The Designated Charity next week will
be the Catherine Foundation.

October 2, 2016

Upcoming Events
Our Lady of the Fields Chapel is open for prayer twenty-four hours and is located in the Parish Office.

Sunday, October 2, GIFT Program in school
Sunday, October 2, RCIA for Adults – English/Spanish in school
Sunday, October 2, ALL Confirmation Candidates for 2017 come together for 10:00a.m. Mass for the Rite
of Enrollment. Please keep in mind this is a sacred celebration, and dress accordingly; candidates sit in the
reserved seating after checking in with our youth minister, Gavin Arvizo.

Sunday, October 2, Respect Life Sunday, the annual Baby Bottle Boomerang that supports the Catherine

Foundation Pregnancy Care Center in Waldorf will take place. There will be baby bottles at each entrance to
church. Please take one home after Mass. Throughout the month of October, please fill the baby bottle with
your loose change to help this free service continue for women that face an unexpected pregnancy and difficult
choices about life. Put the bottle in your car, kitchen or any place that will be a reminder of the Catherine
Foundation. Bottles will be collected the first weekend in November.

Tuesday, October 4, Cub Scouts 6:30 p.m. in school
Wednesday, October 5, Gamblers Anonymous 7:00 p.m. in school
Wednesday, October 5, Confessions 7:00 p.m. in Our Lady of the Fields Chapel
Friday, October 7, First Friday Mass to Honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary
will be at 8:00 p.m.. This special devotion will take place on the First Friday of every month.
Friday, October 7, Storm Front continues for Middle School youth from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., a night of

formation in preparation for Confirmation with the Chosen series. For those in high school, we will have a lockin and participate in our parish’s First Friday All-Night Adoration in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. High School Youth Ministry will meet in the church at 7:30 p.m. and conclude with
8:00 a.m. Mass on Saturday morning. Teens will spend the night praying before the Blessed Sacrament, learning
more about their faith through catechesis, games, and spending time in fellowship and fun with other young
Catholics. Come join the fun! Contact our Coordinator of Youth Ministry, Gavin Arvizo at
gavinyouthminister@gmail.com or 301-843-9583 x160 if you have any questions.

Saturday, October 8, 2016, FREEDOM IN CHRIST RETREAT DAY 11am-7pm
The Retreat Day at St. Mary’s Church, in Bryantown, presented by UNBOUND Maryland, will blend talks and
presentations on practical ways to increase Freedom in Christ, opportunities for healing prayer and praise and
worship. Presenters will focus on key areas instrumental for healing and restoration of our true identity in Christ.
Special focus will be given to identifying the tactics of our enemy, forgiveness, overcoming habitual sins, and
removing obstacles to achieving and sustaining freedom. Participants will also be able to sign up for personal
prayer sessions at a later date. Come join us for this exciting day of praise, prayer, and peace in the freedom of
Christ. The retreat will be followed by a Vigil Mass for Sunday at 6PM. Cost is $15 Lunch will be
provided. Please
pre-register
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/freedom-in-christ-retreat-day-tickets27309562637 For information call Fr. Conley at 301-870-2220 or frconley@comcast.net
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Happy News! Congratulations Jensen Conklin!
Congratulations to St. Peter’s parishioner Jensen Conklin, who was
crowned Queen Nicotina of the 2016 Charles County Fair! And
thanks to all those who volunteered their time to greet fair-goers at
the Catholic Information Booth.

Court St. Peter, Catholic Daughters,
Prepares for Its 43rd Annual Craft Fair
And we need your help . . .
Yes, it’s that time and the Catholic Daughters are gearing
up for their annual craft fair. Please check your closets,
drawers, jewelry boxes, cupboards, garages, barns, sheds,
cars, etc., for anything you think we can use that you’re
willing to part with. This annual event draws people
from all over Southern Maryland. One lady even called
it “. . . the best craft fair in the world!” But we need your help
to keep that high praise coming. Do you have gently-used
items to donate to:

The Jewelry Room:
This is a treasure chest of costume jewelry that is
a favorite of our shoppers and one of our top
earners! We’re looking for gently used and
unwanted jewelry and accessories to replenish
our stock. Nothing is too old or outdated; the
ladies will package them and price them so that
they find a new home. Please call Mary Ann
Kelly at 301-645-6990 to donate.

The Silent Auction:

Another room that
everyone enjoys! Help us offer some really great
items this year, such as housewares, small
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

appliances, collectibles, toys, fine jewelry, gardening
items, tools, fishing/recreation/sports equipment,
art, etc. Call Sandy McGraw at 301-645-2973 or
email sandymcgraw@comcast.net.

The Flea Market:

Last but not least, this is
the room everyone loves! Old, new, cheap,
cheaper -- it’s all here. Send in your unwanted
kitchen-drawer stuff, garage stuff, gadgets,
knickknacks, kids’ toys, etc. Come on; you know
you have them! Call Kathy Dopkowski at 301645-7944 or Carol Magno at 301-645-8580 to
arrange for pickup!
October 2, 2016
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The Problems of Priest Politicians,
The Urgency of Lay Leadership
By Cardinal Donald Wuerl

‘W

hy doesn’t the Church do
something about this?” The
woman who met me as I stood
outside of church greeting people was
waving a newspaper article that recounted
some
legislative body’s recent approval of
physician-assisted suicide. This was not the
first time in 50 years as a priest and 30 as a
bishop that I was confronted by men and
women annoyed at what they perceived
was the silence of “the Church.”
What they are all really asking is,
“Why don’t bishops and priests do more
politically?” Why are priests and bishops not
more engaged in the political issues that
result in the re-defining of our culture? Today
those same questions might be directed to
issues of family and marriage, religious
freedom and immigration, human life and
poverty and more.
The short answer is the Church should do
more – that is, the Church understood as all
of her members, with their different
responsibilities and roles. If we want a society
in which public policy defends the life and
dignity of all, supports marriage and family,
promotes the common good, recognizes
objective right and wrong and religious
freedom, personally and institutionally, then
of course the Church must be involved.
Especially, the lay faithful must speak out
and become “salt and light” in our democracy.
The idea that somehow priests or bishops
should be the primary ones addressing
public issues and the framing of laws, and
advocating for specific public policies, is too
narrow a vision of the Church which would
leave out about 99% of its members. Yes,
bishops and priests have a very distinct and
important role. They are the teachers of the
faith, they pass on revelation and received
tradition, they call the baptized to live
their faith every day. In fact, at the installation
of every pastor, I ask him to renew his
ordination promises, one of which says, “Are
you resolved that in preaching the Gospel and
teaching the Catholic faith you will worthily
and wisely fulfill the ministry of God’s Word?”
This formulation of the renewal of priestly
promises reflects Church teaching today as it
has been so clearly spelled out since the time
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of the Second Vatican Council, now 50 years ago.
The Council saw the role of the laity to be
the sanctification and transformation of
the temporal order. In the Decree on the
Apostolate of the Laity, this is made explicitly
clear:
The mission of the whole People of
God […] is exercised when they work
at the evangelization and sanctification of men; it is exercised too when
they endeavor to have the Gospel
spirit permeate and improve the
temporal order (2). The laity
must take up the renewal of the
temporal order as their own special
obligation. Led by the light of the
Gospel and the mind of the Church
and motivated by Christian charity,
they must act directly and in a definite
way in the temporal sphere (7).
The clergy’s task of teaching and helping
to form the consciences of the laity, as
envisioned by the Council and subsequent
popes, requires patience in dealing with
diverse opinions, fidelity in presenting the
fullness of Church teaching and perseverance
in continuing to teach, to teach and to teach.

There are times when bishops and pastors
have a duty to share our Catholic teaching, to
point out the moral and human dimensions of
public issues and call for the protection of the
weak and the pursuit of the common good.
But these obligations cannot substitute for the
leadership of lay men and women. Pastors
need to encourage, inform and assist lay
women and men in their duty to bring the
values of our faith into civic and public life.
The temptation might be to short circuit
this process and have clergy impose specific
political approaches or policies and even
proclaim their preferences for candidates for
public office. This practice is not new. Shortly
after the Council, I recall vividly the debate
over whether priests should run for political
office. I thought it was a bad idea then as I still
do now.
For the bishop or priest to get directly
involved in partisan politics is to confuse
and distort the correct understanding of the
distinctive and complementary role of clergy
and the role of the laity. For many of the
faithful and clergy, this mixing of roles –
pastor/teacher and political authority/
advocate – would have the unfortunate
effect of diminishing the bishops’ spiritual
Continued on page 2
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authority and moral credibility by reducing, in
the perception of many, the bishop to the role
of a lobbyist or partisan.
The appropriation by the bishop or priest
of the lay persons’ essential role also implies
that our laity might not be capable, even if
properly informed, of carrying out their own
unique responsibilities in the area of politics
and public policy. Lay men and women are
called to be “leaven” in our democracy and
bring their faith and experience into the
public square.
The understanding of the distinctive role
of the laity in the mission of the Church and
in the transformation of the temporal order
and its sanctification was developed further
after the Second Vatican Council by Pope
Saint John Paul II. In his apostolic exhortation, Christifideles Laici, he connected the
vocation of the laity in the world to the living
out of the Universal Call to Holiness spoken
of in Lumen Gentium: “The vocation of the lay
faithful to holiness implies that life according
to the Spirit expresses itself in a particular
way in their involvement in temporal affairs
and in their participation in earthy activities…
” (17). A further distinguishing feature of the
laity for John Paul II is their secularity. “In
this work of contributing to the human family,
for which the whole Church is responsible,
a particular place falls to the lay faithful, by
reason of their ‘secular character,’ obliging
them, in their proper and irreplaceable way,
to work towards the Christian animation of
the temporal order” (36).
Building on the work of his predecessor
and the Council, Pope Benedict XVI would
assert in his first encyclical that justice is
both the aim and the intrinsic criterion of

“There is much at
stake in public life:
questions of life and
death, war and peace,
religious freedom and
human dignity. There is
simply no substitute for
informed, faithful, active
and courageous lay
women and men who
will bring the truth
of the Gospel and the
wisdom of Catholic
teaching into public life.”
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Miriam Conners and her son Spencer of Stand for Marriage Maine canvass in Yarmouth,
Maine, on Election Day in 2009.

all politics. Pope Benedict outlined a careful
balance:
The Church cannot and must not
take upon her self the political battle
to bring about the most just society
possible. She cannot and must not
replace the State. Yet at the same
time she cannot and must not
remain on the sidelines in the fight
for justice. She has to play her part
through rational argument and she
has to reawaken the spiritual energy
without which justice, which
always de mands sacrifice,
cannot prevail and prosper (Deus
Caritas Est, 28).
This is a far cry from the days when the
Church viewed herself or her leaders as a
willing, secular, political authority or even
military power. Yes, there are examples
historically of Church leadership attempting
to determine political questions – even to use
the sacraments and ecclesial penalties in
these efforts – in ways that did damage to
both church and state.
In more recent times the Church has
changed her pastoral approach. For example,
Saint John XXIII lifted the excommunication
imposed in Italy on some politicians and
voters for choices that ran counter to the will
of the Holy See.
Today it is the central role of the bishop
and priest to teach the faith, share Catholic
moral and social principles, and to encourage
lay men and women in their primary responsibility to take these truths and values into

the economic, political and cultural world.
In regard to the teaching role of the Church,
Pope Francis writes in his first apostolic
exhortation:
In her dialogue with the State and
with society, the Church does not
have solutions for every particular
issue. Together with the various
sectors of society, she supports
those programs which best respond
to the dignity of each person and the
common good. In doing this, she
proposes in a clear way the funda
mental values of human life and
convictions which can then find
expression in political activity
(Evangelii Gaudium, 241).
The document, Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, issued in November 2015
by the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops with nearly unanimous support,
speaks very clearly to the Church’s primary
role of forming consciences and the particular
duty of the laity in the political order and in
the realm of partisan politics. The bishops
quote Pope Benedict:
The Church wishes to help form
consciences in political life and to
stimulate greater insight into the
authentic requirements of justice
as well as greater readiness to act
accordingly, even when this might
involve conflict with situations of
personal interest. . . . (28).
Continued on page 3
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As Pope Benedict XVI explained, the
Church seeks to inform the moral deliberation and the political participation of our
members, as well as other believers or
persons of good will with its public social
teaching, but this is not intended to dictate
outcomes in the political arena. “This is
where Catholic social doctrine has its place:
it has no intention of giving the Church power
over the State. Even less is it an attempt to
impose on those who do not share the faith
ways of thinking and modes of conduct
proper to faith. Its aim is simply to help
purify reason and to contribute, here and
now, to the acknowledgment and attainment
of what is just” (Deus Caritas Est, 28).
Pope Francis has consistently echoed these
themes of the Council and his predecessors
in his own teaching. Like Pope Benedict, he
has insisted on the autonomy of politics and
religion. In an interview with the Italian
newspaper La Repubblica he says:
I say that politics is the most
important of the civil activities and
has its own field of action, which
is not that of religion. Political
institutions are secular by definition
and operate in independent spheres.
All my predecessors have said the
same thing, for many years at least,
albeit with different
accents. I believe that Catholics
involved in politics carry the values
of their religion within them, but
have the mature awareness and
expertise to implement them
(Interview with La Repubblica,
Oct. 1, 2013).
Pope Francis in his address to the Italian
Episcopal Conference on May 18, 2015, insisted on the responsibility of the laity for the
temporal order without unnecessary clerical
supervision and interference: “Lay people
with an authentic Christian formation, should
not need a pilot bishop or a pilot monsignor or
a clerical presence to take on responsibilities
on all levels. From the political to the social.
From the economic to the legislative.”
When I reflected on that statement, my
thoughts turned to my experiences years

U.S. bishops’ ‘Faithful
Citizenship’ document
A link to the U.S. Catholic bishops’
statement, Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship can be found
online at:
http://www.usccb.org/issues-andaction/faithful-citizenship/index.cfm
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In a 2012 photo, Catholics Caitlin Heaney, right (holding blue sign), and her sister, Elizabeth,
show their support during a rally for religious freedom in downtown Minneapolis.

ago with a parish priest who would use
the designated “Pastor’s Corner” of the
weekly parish bulletin to officiate with his
very clear partisan political views and his
analysis of candidates and politicians. His
justification, which his congregation found
quite unpersuasive, was that he was writing
simply as an American citizen, not as their
pastor. But he was their pastor, using the
parish’s bulletin which was distributed to
all who came to Mass.
Sometimes, I fear there can be a
temptation to substitute sharing our political
and ideological preferences for the very
demanding and challenging role of teaching
by word and example the principles of our
faith. I believe our efforts to preach and
persuade are more credible and effective than
proclaiming our own political opinions.
It is also the way Jesus gave us and the
example of Popes, including Saint John Paul
II, Benedict XVI and now Francis.
Each year in which we move toward a
national election, I remind my brother priests
that we are in the pulpit as proclaimers of the
Gospel, not as political leaders. No one elected
us as their political representative and there
might be serious reason to believe they
probably would not. We are there to present
the Word of God. Our listeners, who come
from differing political parties and have
diverse ideological perspectives, have a right
to hear the Gospel and the Church’s teaching
on faith and morals proclaimed with fidelity,
consistently and courageously and not

packaged in someone’s personal, partisan
political views.
When we look to the U.S. Catholic Bishops’
statement, Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship, the historic
presentation of Pope Francis to our Congress,
or the writing and example of his recent
predecessors, we see the best ways to offer a
principled, serious and challenging call to
Catholics to bring their faith into public life.
It is essential for laywomen and laymen to take
up the responsibility of standing up and
speaking out for the values of our faith.
My hope is that we might read and
reflect on Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship since it provides authentic and
practical guidance in the face of the
complexity of moral decision making when
exercising political responsibility in these
challenging times. It is clear about the
distinctive and complementary roles of
ordained and lay members of our community
of faith. As pastors, we are called to teach,
teach and teach. As lay men and women,
Catholics are called to be “salt, light and
leaven” in our democracy.
There is much at stake in public life:
questions of life and death, war and peace,
religious freedom and human dignity. There
is simply no substitute for informed, faithful,
active and courageous lay women and men
who will bring the truth of the Gospel and the
wisdom of Catholic teaching into public life.

De Padre Woods

El Santo Rosario
Cada año, en algún momento en octubre tenemos que centrar nuestra atención en
el Rosario. 7 de Octubre es la fiesta del Santo Rosario y tradicionalmente este mes
está dedicado a esta forma particular de la oración. El Rosario es una oración muy
simple: la repetición de oraciones conocidas mientras meditando en varios eventos
(misterios) en la vida del Señor Jesús y Su madre. Si bien hay quienes han criticado el Rosario como una
violación de la advertencia del Señor para evitar hablando monótonamente en largas oraciones, El Rosario
entendido bien es un “ejercicio” verdaderamente espiritual. Al igual que un corredor o cualquier persona
que va a un gimnasio sabe la necesidad de “sets” y “repeticiones” o un músico practica en varias
ocasiones las escalas, la recitación del Rosario se supone que calma a la persona que reza en una
experiencia verdaderamente reflexiva y meditativa. Dado que no hay que pensar en la lectura de palabras,
podemos crear simplemente un canto de la oración mientras hacemos nuestro camino alrededor de los
granos. El Rosario está destinado a ser algo más que cantar a todo pulmón oraciones o conseguir a través
de él. El “poder” del Rosario se encuentra en la profundización de la relación con Jesús y Su Santa Madre.
Mientras que el Rosario es importante y puede ser muy útil con el crecimiento espiritual, el Rosario no es
un Sacramento – es una devoción, o una “sacramental”, que ayuda a uno en la santidad. El Rosario no se
puede comparar con la recepción de la Santa Comunión o la absolución en la Confesión. Todos hemos
conocido a personas que pueden asumir una buena cosa un poco demasiado lejos. Esto puede ocurrir
cuando la gente se vuelve excesivamente entusiastas de su devoción en particular (no importa lo bueno
que sea) a expensas del Evangelio y los Sacramentos que Jesús dejo de la Iglesia. Es importante mantener
una actitud saludable hacia la vida espiritual que evita la superstición, la magia, o cualquier otra
desviación. Una espiritualidad sana tiene sus raíces en la Santísima Trinidad, en el Evangelio del Señor
Jesús, en la Iglesia que Él estableció, y los Sacramentos que se comunican Su gracia.
El ritmo del Rosario puede ser de gran ayuda en la vida de oración. Rezar el Rosario todos los días ayuda
a algunas personas asegurarse de que realmente rezan cada día. Algunas personas encuentran el Rosario la
calma, ya que les invita a la soledad y la comunión con el Señor. El Rosario puede ser útil durante la
conducción, especialmente cuando se escuchó desde un CD o descargado desde iTunes o algún otro
proveedor. Muchas personas les gusta rezar el Rosario mientras se preparaba para ir a dormir por la
noche.
Muy a menudo el Rosario ha estado presente como sacerdote administra el Sacramento de la Unción de
los Enfermos. Una señora, que estaba consciente, se agarró a su Rosario. La familia de otra mujer que
estaba inconsciente había fijado su Rosario a la parte superior de la almohada con un alfiler. Muy a
menudo estas personas oraron para que la Santa Madre estuviera con ellos “ahora y en la hora de nuestra
muerte” y Nuetra Señora no se rompió esa promesa. Una vez le comenté a un moribundo sobre su
desgastado Rosario. Él sonrió y respondió: "Padre, este Rosario ha sido un lazo desde mi Primera
Comunión. Al igual que el vaquero, he tirado ese lazo toda mi vida, pero ahora finalmente va a aterrizar
en mi objetivo: Jesús.” Sin duda, Nuestra Señora lo envolvió en su manto y lo llevó a su Divino Hijo. El
Rosario puede ser un salvavidas al Cielo. Pasa su vida lazando el Señor!

Nuestra Señora del Rosario, ora por nosotros!
Vigésimo-séptimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

2 de octubre 2016
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Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Homes and Crematory
Family Owned & Operated for Five Generations

Brinsfield-Echols Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road, Route 5 • Charlotte Hall
301-472-4400 • www.brinsfieldecholsfuneral.com

Arehart-Echols Funeral Home, P.A. Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.
211 St. Mary’s Avenue • La Plata
301-934-8342 • www.arehartechols.com

22955 Hollywood Road • Leonardtown
301-475-5588 • www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Garyton C. Echols, Jr. • Garyton C. Echols, III • David C. Echols • Edward N. Brinsfield, Jr.
Henry DiLorenzo, D.D.S.
Thomas Dowling, D.D.S.
Kenneth M. Hrechka, D.D.S.

KORNER LIQUOR
Beer • Wine • Liquor
Checks Cashed

PRACTICE LIMITED TO ORTHODONTICS
WWW.MARYLANDORTHO.COM
• Convenient Payment Plans
6130 Oxon Hill Rd., Oxon Hill, MD 20745
9616 Marlboro Pike, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
10905 Fort Washington Rd., Fort Washington, MD 20744
113 LaGrange Ave., La Plata, MD 20646

301-839-2500
301-868-8838
301-292-3318
301-870-3989

ChaneyEnterprises.com

OUR

Full & part time employment
opportunities available
Rt 5 & 925 Waldorf MD

301-843-1300; 645-1222

Doreen McCallister
Independent
Beauty Consultant

301-893-3624

The TimeWise® system
delivers anti-aging
benefits you can see
and feel.
Call me to try TimeWise®
products for

free!

If interested in
this space
please call us at

1-800-934-1620

HIT HOME(S)!

PRAYER CARDS
Commemorate ... Celebrate ...
Remember your special
days, events, people . . .
Call to discuss 1-800-934-1620

SPACE
AVAILABLE

Personalized • Full Color • Unlimited Designs

WHAT CAN STRAY
CATS TEACH US
ABOUT LIFE?...

Excerpt from Fr. Joe Breighner’s
More Reflections
Along A Country Road

by Father Joe Breighner

“More Reflections Along
A Country Road”

“Minute Meditations for Everyday”

advice
Advice is like a good road map. It can show us the best way to
go, but we have to decide to make the trip. And just as no road
map can include all the detours and roads under construction,
so no advice can substitute for our own judgment and character.
On the road of life we all have to get lost and find our way on our
own. We cannot avoid making mistakes. Unfortunately, too many
of us fail to learn from our mistakes and that only makes matters
worse. As a witty person said, “Experience is what you get when
you don’t get what you want.” In other words, when we try and
fail, at least we have the experience of what did not go right.

You may be surprised!
Fr. Joe Breighner’s book –

“For the Love of Stray Cats”
an easy “purrfectly” insightful read.
Send $10.00 plus $2.00 for postage & handling to
FATA • P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

The experience of trying is more important than any failure.
Father Joe Breighner

To Order A Copy of Fr. Joe Breighner’s Book

“More Reflections Along A Country Road”
Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to FATA • P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211
(checks only payable to FATA)

OPEN
FOR BUSINESS...

Yours!

Call For Info. 1-800-934-1620
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support of your church bulletin.
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DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES, LLC

HUNTT Funeral Home

This pratice is devoted to the diagnosis and
treatment of diseases of the skin, hair & nails.
Specializing in MOHS/ skin surgery, skin tightening/
rejuvenation, IPL Laser hair/vein/sun damage/acne,
tattoo removal, skin cancer, scar removal.

ESTABLISHED 1912

(301) 645-7021 • (301) 843-6193
Fax (301) 843-9349

HEATING & ELECTRIC INC.
HEAT PUMPS
301-374-9511 or 301-843-1600
HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING Robert S. Berger, M.D. www.charlescountyderm.com
HEAT PUMPS

3035 Old Washington Rd.
Waldorf, MD 20601

YORK

Northgate
Pharmacy

AUTHORIZED FACTORY
SALES • SERVICE
Residential • Commercial

301-932-7977

301-645-7071
301-843-0300
WALDORF, MD

Country
Florist

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

Michael
Pheulpin

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

REALTOR®

www.whymike.realtor

Cell 301-643-6696
Office 301-934-2022
Each office is independently owned & operated

Rochelle Creighton-Tompa
Felicia Drury

By Nicks in the Gateway Plaza
Waldorf, MD 20602
AVERAGE WAIT 15 MINUTES

MYERS
Auto Service

3040 Old Washington Rd.
Waldorf, MD 20601 11710 Pika Drive • Waldorf, MD 20602
www.countryflorist.com

301-645-6776

301-843-6676

301-645-2122

What’s precious to you!
Is precious to us!

Full Service Auto Repairs

Compare & Save • Great Service

301-645-9837

301-392-6221

Maryland State Inspections
Family Owned & Operated Since 1964

24 Hour Towing call

105 Centennial St., Ste. B • La Plata

Rick LaNore
Owner

Raymond Funeral Service, P.A.
1-800-924-2030

Honest Service With Down to Earth Results

301-870-3411
5440 Washington Ave., La Plata, MD 20646
www.mrwlawns.com

Dick’s

HVAC #2603 • WSSC#20132

301-248-6000

Mary Claire
Stanish

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

www.dickshvac.com
Northern Charles County

301-645-9380

Southern P.G. County

• Total Cremation Services • Quality Monuments at Lower Prices
Michael Raymond, Bart Yates, CFSP & Diana Wilkerson
5635 Washington Avenue, La Plata • www.RaymondFuneralService.com

REALTOR®

mc@riterealtor.com

Cell 301-848-7323
Office 301-870-4663 ext. 122
Each office is independently owned & operated

Foundations, LLC
CRACKED OR SETTLED
FOUNDATIONS?

410-480-4848

Vibrant Smiles Dental
301-645-5182
www.vibrantsmiles.net

Contactus@vibrantsmiles.net

Always Accepting New Patients • Please call for an appointment
• Military Discount • 24 Hour Access •
• Boats • Cars • RV’s •
• Boxes & Shipping Supplies •
$49.00
• Easy Roll Up Doors • 1 Month
5’ x 5’
• Handicap Accessible • Free!
• U-HAUL Truck Rental •

240-419-2359 • SmallwoodSelfStorage.com
2255 Crain Hwy, Ste. 201
Waldorf, Md. 20601

Professional Portrait Photographer
FREE 8x10 w/ any session EXP. 10-30-16

240-585-0069

www.lawandasphotography.com

Family Dentistry, LLC
CLINTON FENCE COMPANY The Manato
Jojo L. Manato, DDS
301-843-1108

Fencing • Decking
Porches • Gazebos • Arbors
www.clintonfence.com
www.mcconkeyinsurance.com

301-843-8211

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

301-645-2515

177 St. Patricks Dr., Suite 103
Waldorf, MD 20603

www.manatodentistry.com
KITCHENS

Confidence • Respect • Discipline

301-645-1650

2820 Old Washington Rd. • Waldorf

www.cabinetcornerkitchens.com

OUR

2745 Old Washington Rd.
Waldorf
Excellence in
HIT HOME(S)!
Martial Arts Since 1987 If interested in this space please call us at
1-800-934-1620
waldorfmartialarts.com

NE
NEED
HOLIDAY CASH?
We Buy Gold

Modern Lending Confidential & Discreet
M

224 Crain Hwy • Waldorf
240-222-3547 www.smdpawn.com

2F Industrial Park Drive

Waldorf, MD 20602

Wash. Line - 301-843-5210
Waldorf - 301-645-0310

Johnson
TERRENCE L.

F U N E R A L S E RV I C E , P. A .

Respectfully and Economically
Serving the Community

301-392-0000
4433 White Plains Ln. • White Plains

Cabinet Corner Hanson Pharmacy
301-645-6868

Serving Southern Maryland for 40 years!
Call or visit our website today for a free policy review & quote.
We provide personal, commercial & life insurance.

Aaron Aist

Dudley C. Aist, Jr.,
RHU, LUTCF, LTCP
Insurance and Group Benefits

152 A Post Office Rd., Waldorf, MD 20602

SMALLWOOD
SELF STORAGE

301-934-2920

“Serving Southern Maryland for Over 42 Years with
Compassionate Funerals at Affordable Fees!”

SPACE
AVAILABLE
3165 Wooster Drive
Bryans Road

301-283-6211

2110 Crain Highway•Waldorf, MD 20601

301-885-0430 FREE DELIVERY
We Accept all Major Insurance

GO
GREEN
T H R I F T S TO R E

If it is usable - Do not send to landfill
Someone else can use it
Call to schedule a pick-up
301-932-4100 • 351 Smallwood Dr.
www.gogreenthriftstore.com
Open 10:00-6:00PM Monday-Saturday

83 High Street, Waldorf

301-645-1923

Smile Dental

www.smiledentalart.com

Creating Healthy Smiles
Family Dental Practice
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